
“Fingers crossed” must have 
worked because Mother 
Nature definitely cooperated 

for the sailors and golfers this weekend. 
Forty-one gentlemen competed last 
Friday in the Birch Lake men’s golf out-
ing at Hampshire golf course. Awards 
and a catered meal from Bullseye mar-
ket were enjoyed in the evening at Birch 
Lake Club. Thank you coordinator John 
Ball, for organizing a smooth event 
while his wife Jen worked hard to create 
the hole sponsor cards and decorate the 
Club. Your efforts are appreciated again 
this year.
	 Another successful weekend event 
was the Dan Harman Kidz sailboat 

regatta. Seven MC’s and skippers were 
on hand to mentor the eight young sail-
ors attending the event. The competition 
included three races under perfect condi-
tions.  It was a thrill to see the initial 
apprehension on some of the partici-
pant’s faces change to full-blown smiles 
upon their return to dry land, savoring 
the experience. Hopefully some of these 
young girls and boys will continue to 
enjoy sailing and become the corner-
stone for our future fleets.
	 August activities will begin 
Saturday, August 3 with the annual 
Corn and Sausage Roast. Advance tick-
ets are not required for the event.
	 Our much anticipated Earl Troeger 
Interlake MC Sailboat Regatta will take 
place on August 17. The regatta commit-
tee is still hard at work fine-tuning the 
event that will showcase our beautiful 
lake. Again, we ask Mother  Nature to 

come through and provide us with a 
clear day and a steady wind. Keep in 
mind the boat launch will be very busy 
that morning and afternoon so plan 
accordingly.
	 The Ladies Luncheon and Style 
Show will be held on the August 21, and 
the Fall Dinner will be on August 24. 

The Birch Barker will consider ads and editorial items for publication.  E-mail items to onlinebarker@gmail.com, mail them or put them in the stone mailbox at 
63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore).  For editorial concerns contact Editor Phil at onlinebarker@gmail.com, or at 476-1680 (no text).  

For delivery concerns contact Ron Niezgodski, birchbass1@gmail.com or 476-9317. For all other matters contact Commodore 
Sue Davis, at  eyesnd76@gmail.com or 574-993-6031. DEADLINE is always Noon on the Tuesday of the week before the publication.

Commodore’s 
Comments

AUGUST
Aug 3 - Corn & Sausage, 5:30-7 pm, BLYC
Aug 10 - Board Meeting, 9 am, BLYC
Aug 17 - Earl Troeger Jr. Memorial MC 
Interlake Regatta, more info TBA
Aug 21 - Women’s Style Show and Luncheon 
- Woodfire Restaurant, TBA, 
Aug 24 - Fall Dinner & Annual Meeting, TBA
Aug 29 - Card Night, 7 pm, BLYC, TBA
Aug 31, Sept. 1 -  Sat/Sun, Labor Day 
Regatta, backup Mon.

SEPTEMBER
Sept. 7 - Board Meeting,9 am, BLYC
Sept. 7 - Sailing Award Lunch, 1 pm, BLYC
Sept. 7 - Fall Frolic Free Concert, BLYC, TBA

OCTOBER
October 19 - Bad Patty Luecht Crockpot 
Challenge (tentative date), TBA

2024
Birch Lake Calendar

T h e  o f f i c i a l  s u m m e r  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e
B i r c h  L a k e  Y a c h t  C l u b

Aug. 3,
2024

http://www.philvitale.com/Barker/BirchBarker.htm

Weekend of

For the second time in a couple of weeks Birch Lake residents woke to find some interesting rearranging of tree limbs after a 
large limb fell and took out a power line and blocked Birch Road between Waxmans and Dufor’s on the east side.

EARL TROEGER JR. INTERLAKE REGATTA
SATURDAY, AUGUST 17

	 Birch Lake will host up to 30 boats competing in 3 races from 
10:30 am – 2:30 pm (weather permitting).  The boat launch will be 
in use from 7 – 10 AM and around 3 – 5 pm.
	 Please show your support for this once-in five-year event by 
using your speed boats AFTER the sailboats finish racing.
	 Let’s show our guests our great Birch Lake hospitality!



These events are an advanced-tick-
et-purchase requirement, so make sure 
you reserve your place.
	 It is still concerning to me that some 
speed boats are ignoring the counter-
clockwise rule of operating on our lakes. 
Although not officially a Michigan rule, 
I’ve also noticed a few boats running full 
speed or close to it after the sun has long 
set. Please be mindful of the limited visi-
bility on the lake at that time and the 
possibility of encountering fisherman, 
kayakers, or swim rafts close to shore.
	 With kids, heading back to school 
soon I expect the lake to be super busy 
with families trying to get their last ride 
in. Be careful and remember, “May the 
Memories remain and the view stay the 
same,” our golden Pond.

~Commodore Sue Davis

Corn & Sausage next weekend
	 Corn & Sausage Roast This 
Saturday, August 3 ... It’s Finally Here!
	 This is the day!  Get ready to gather 
your families and neighbors for the 
annual Corn & Sausage Roast! From 
5:30 to 7:30 pm on Saturday, August 3 
at the Yacht Club, we’ll be serving excel-
lent meals with your grilled meat choice, 
roasted corn, a selection of side dishes, 
cookies and lemonade or iced tea.  Just 
wait until you sink your teeth into a 
chicken breast ($9), bratwurst ($8) or 
hot dog ($5) meal!  (NOTE: We’ll only 
have a limited supply of chicken breasts 
– arrive early for your best chances).  
Still a great bargain!  Pay at the door – 
no reservations required!  Come hungry, 
enjoy some amazing summertime favor-
ites, visit with your friends and neigh-
bors and leave happy and satisfied!  
Hope to see you there!
	 AND REMEMBER: If you are look-

ing for the perfect opportunity to con-
tribute some of your time toward leading 
a fun, successful, well-organized event, 
please contact Blair Garceau (574-261-
9817) for more details and to observe the 
process of the experienced (not old) mas-
ters who are retiring. Thanks!

50/50 SPLIT-THE-POT AT THE 
CORN AND SAUSAGE ROAST

	 The ever popular 50/50 split-the-pot 
raffle returns this Saturday at the corn 
& sausage roast!  Proceeds benefit the 
water quality fund. Bring CASH and 
grab some tickets for a chance to win!

Homeowners Annual Meeting
	 The Birch Lake annual homeowners 
association meeting will be Saturday, 
August 10, directly following the BLYC 
board meeting, that starts at 9 am. We 
are pleased to announce that we will 
have a speaker from the Soil Erosion & 
Sediment Control from Cass County to 
discuss how we as homeowners can fur-
ther protect our lake by preventing 
unwanted “stuff” into our lake. It should 
be very informative and helpful. Please 
join us to hear about all these things 
and a special section on rain gardens. I 
want to know more about that!

Ladies style show and luncheon
	 Join us Wednesday, August 21 for 
the Birch Lake Ladies Style Show and 
Luncheon at the Woodfire Grill and 
Trattoria in Dowagiac. Six lovely Birch 
Lake ladies will model fashions from the 
Marshall Shoppe. 
	 The luncheon begins at 11 am, and 
includes a choice of one of three entrees, 
side salad, dessert, soft drink, tax and 
tip. The cost is $32 and must be pur-
chased before the event. 
	 This always sells out so purchase 
tickets early! Tickets can be purchased 
by calling Ronni Eshleman 317-418-
9557 or Denny Weesner 269-476-2569, 
Di Wozny 574-315-4915 and Claudia 
Phipps 574-596-2154. 

Fall Frolic concert Sept. 7
	 The Past Commodores behind the 
“Fall Frolic” Concert on September 7. 
Thought it was a good time for an 
update.  The concert at the BLYC is a 
FREE event open 
to all Birch Lake 
residents, that is 
being funded totally 
by the Past 
Commodores.
	 The Band, 
DAWG, will begin 
playing at 7 pm 
and will play to 
9:30 pm, and 
weather permitting 
will be located out-
side on the deck.  
There will be seat-
ing indoors with 
plenty of tables and 
chairs.  All the win-
dows along the 
deck will be open. 
Everyone is invited 
to bring chairs if 

you wish to sit outdoors.  
	 There will be free Margaritas and 
bagged snacks provided (as long as sup-
plies last).  There will also be an open 
bar with two bartenders; the club does 
not .  If you wish, bring snacks to share 
and your own beverages. There will also 
be a 50-50 game available with all pro-
ceeds going to the BLYC Water Quality 
Fund.  
	 Please come out and join us for one 
of the last events for 2024.  It will be a 
fun night and DAWG, the Band, will get 
everyone Rockin.”

Correction
	 We have been alerted that in the 
kid of the week photo last week showing 
Gianna Saladino who was visiting her 
Aunt Donna and Uncle Chris Stevens 
(south side) with a new friend, Eleanor 

— Birch Lake Notes —

n $5 fee goes to water quality
BRING WITH YOU: 

n Yoga mat
n Two beach towels or blankets 
for Yoga Nidra Shavasana (the 
YC is cold with a cold floor, body 
temp will drop)
n A pillow or two for under the 
knees and head
n An eye pillow or scarf to block 
out the light

YOGA at the YACHT CLUBYOGA at the YACHT CLUB

Join Claudia Phipps most 
Thursdays at 9 am at the yacht club 

for Yoga ...  (No yoga July 25)
9 am start, classes are 75 minutes

Birch Lake Yacht Club 
WATER QUALITY 
CONTRIBUTIONS 

Contribute now with a click at:
https://store.birchlakeyachtclub.com

To donate for WATER QUALITY or any 
BLYC activity or event, use the form in the back of 

this week’s Barker or visit the website above

TO DATETO DATE

53%53%**
PERCENT
 OF BIRCH 
LAKES’ 234 
HOMES (125125

HOMES) 
HAVE 

DONATED
 TO THE 
WATER 

QUALITY 
FUND

We’ve still 
got a way

to go!

$120.10$120.10
AVERAGE 
AMOUNT 

PROVIDED 
PER BIRCH 

LAKE 
HOUSEHOLD 

TO DATE
(Updated 
July 23)

*percentage 
and average 

based on 
234 homes

OUR GOAL  IS 100% PARTICIPATIONOUR GOAL  IS 100% PARTICIPATION

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville

on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

Welcome to Jaywalker
WWhheetthheerr iitt''ss aa ffoorrmmaall ddiinnnneerr oorr ssiimmppllyy hhaannggiinngg oouutt wwiitthh

ffrriieennddss,, wwee mmaakkee iitt oouurr mmiissssiioonn ttoo pprroovviiddee oouurr ccuussttoommeerrss wwiitthh
aa ggrreeaatt ddiinniinngg eexxppeerriieennccee aatt aann aaffffoorrddaabbllee pprriiccee.. 

SSttoopp iinn aannyyttiimmee,, oorr ggiivvee uuss aa ccaallll ttoo mmaakkee rreesseerrvvaattiioonnss..

Daily
Specials

Happy Hour
Tues-Fri

Closed
Mondays

Call for
reservations

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
Open for Lunch and Dinner

Located on the beautiful St. Joseph River
10188 US 12, Mottville

for reservations or carry-out, call

(269) 483-2305



and. Max the dog, Gianna and Eleanor 
were misidentified in the caption.  
Apparently someone had a senior 
moment and confused his left and right, 
and yes Chris, you may need a keeper.

Slow down signs
	 Do you need a sign?  Contact Blair 
Garceau 476-9862. Signs courtesy of 
Birch Lake Home Owners Association.

— Birch Lake Notes —

Updated
July 28, 2024

$17,500
GOAL

$17,491
NO CHANGE THIS 

WEEK ... WE STILL 
HAVEN’T HIT OUR 

GOAL FOR THE 
YEAR ... WE CAN’T 

START ON NEXT 
YEAR’S FUND 
UNTIL WE DO!

To donate for 
FIREWORKS 

or any BLYC activity 
or event, use 

the form in the 
back of this week’s 

Barker or visit 
the website 

shown above.

Birch Lake Yacht ClubBirch Lake Yacht Club  
FIREWORKS FUND FIREWORKS FUND 

Our goal for 2024 is  Our goal for 2024 is  
$17,500  $17,500  

Contribute now with a click at:Contribute now with a click at:
https://store.birchlakeyachtclub.comhttps://store.birchlakeyachtclub.com

SUNDAY IS SAILING DAY 
AT BIRCH LAKE ... PLEASE STAY 

OFF THE COURSE!

TOUCH DOWN
to the

Birch Lake Fall Dinner
Football Tailgate

inside the Birch Lake Yacht Club

August 24
Cocktails: 530 to 6 pm

Score with a Bullseye Market Tailgate
Enjoy ribs and chicken huddled up with delicious sides

$25 ticket for each football fan
DJ Michael Wells with Bad Entertainment LLC will make this tailgate a real winner!

Wear your favorite football team shirt and kick off the football season at the BLYC!

Tickets available online at www.birchlakeyachtclub.com
Or make checks payable to the BLYC and mail to:
Julie Dickey, 63276 Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI 49095

Questions? Contact Julie at jdjuls@aol.com

Deadline for reservations: August 16

Introducing

The Birch Lake Burgee

FOR SALE NOW
This beautiful, red-white-and-blue BLYC Burgee is just $20

All proceeds go to Water Quality.  To purchase, contact 
Commodore Sue at eyesnd76@gmail.com or 574-993-6031

or Phil Vitale @ onlinebarker@gmail.com

BLYC and social mediaBLYC and social media
The Birch Lake Yacht Club DOES NOT have 
a Facebook page, nor is it participating in any 
form of social media.  If you see Birch Lake 
Yacht Club information on social media, the 
information has not been provided, checked or 
approved by the BLYC, and may be incorrect or 
misleading. If you have questions, please check 
http://www.philvitale.com/Barker/BirchBarker.
htm, or contact any BLYC director or officer.



	 Saturday we had a very nice showing at the annual 
Don Harman Kidz Regatta.  The best part (now that it’s 
done) is how many sailors are gushing about the fun they 
had with Kidz on board.  
	 Thanks to Niezgodski and the Race Committee Boat 
crew, and to the Birch sailors for hosting youth sailing.  
	 It’s the future.  
	 Speaking of, someone offered to Host in future.  Watch 
this space!
 

~Bob King ~ MC 1199

— Birch Lake Sailing —
Don Harman Kidz Regatta a big hit!



Fleet Captain’s Corner

Many thanks to Bob and Leslie 
King for a fun and well-at-
tended Don Harman Kidz 

Regatta last Saturday!  Sailboats began 
mooring in front of the King residence 
shortly after noon, soon joined at the 
King boat house by a crowd of friends, 
neighbors, parents and kids.  Commo-
dore Sue came by to enjoy the socializing 
and see the boats.  
	 Scott Troeger’s MC was a standout, 
sporting a full array of colorful nautical 
signal flags.  Other sailors included Bob 
Niezgodski, Bill Luecht, Barb Cassady, 
Phil Vitale, Bob King and Steve Frew.  
Many thanks also to Ron Niezgodski and 
his crew of Lori, Erin and Ty Hendricks, 
who had set up a perfect race course for 
the kids, using milk jugs for the start/
finish line and the windward mark. Then 
it was off to the boats for three short, 
kid-friendly races.  My crew consisted of 
my son Jack and granddaughter Aria. 
We saw Bob King’s boat pass us in the 
first race, and exchanged friendly greet-

ings with his young crewman Brian, who 
has special needs.  In the third race, we 
saw young Connor Caplis looking very 
confident and capable at the helm of an 
MC.  I was too far behind to be able to 
report on any additional details of the 
three races, except that probably 10 or 
more kids got to sail, and everyone had a 
great time!  

Regular season races scrubbed
	 We didn’t race on Sunday, so the 
standings remain the same, but two 
MC’s were seen out taking advantage 
of a nice breeze late Sunday morning to 
practice together for the upcoming Earl 
Troeger, Jr. Memorial Interlake MC 
Regatta, scheduled for Saturday, August 
17.  Twelve MC’s have signed up, a great 
start this far in advance.  We are espe-
cially grateful to be welcoming several 
off-lake boats, some of whom are mem-
bers ot the extended Troeger clan. Please 
mark August 17 on your calendars, and 
plan to keep your boats off the lake while 
three races of the regatta are being run 

in the late morning and early afternoon.  
If you would like to assist as a volunteer 
and have not already done so, contact 
the Interlake Regatta Committee Chair, 
Barb Cassady.  Thank you!

Time to retire!
	 It has been my pleasure to serve you 
as BLYC fleet captain since September, 
2021. But three years are enough, and I 
have made the decision that my time as 
fleet captain will come to an end right 
after the awards are presented at the 
end of this season. 
	 Consequently, we are seeing some-
one interested in filling the opening.  If 
you are interested, please contact me, or 
any of our Sailors.  I can assure you that 
your rewards of service will exceed your 
investment of time. 
	 I know that all of you share my 
passion for sailing; and yes, love for each 
other.  Let’s keep it going strong!
	 Thank you.

~FC Steve

Another great Don Harman Kidz Regatta!

— BLYC Men’s Golf —
	 The 64th Birch Lake Men’s Out-
ing was held last Friday at Hampshire 
Country Club with 41 golfers compet-
ing for cash awards. Unlike last year, 
the weather was perfect, and after the 
rounds were completed we met at the 
yacht club for cocktails and a dinner of 
ribs and chicken. Award presentations 
followed by door prize drawings complet-
ed the evening.

Team Winners:
1st place: Dave Quall, Pat McGann, 
Bill Holleman, John O’Brien (won in a 
tie breaker)
2nd place: Mark Van Huffell, Mike 
Connaughton, A.J. Bishop, Randy 
Welch, Jr.
3rd place: Bob Bender, Kenny Petty, 
Tom Caplis, Andy Karceski (won in a tie 
breaker)
4th place: Tim Steffen, Wes Steffen, Al 

Cover, Brogan Cover

Hole Prizes:
Long Drive # 5:  Mason Talos
Long Drive # 9: Steve Ball
Closest to the Pin # 6: Dave Qualls
Closest to the Pin # 11: Ben Petty

The following people made 
the outing a success:
Servers: Jennifer Ball , Sheryl Covey, 
Sue Davis, Chris Ball
Bartender: Bill Luecht
Dinner Set up and decorations: 
Jennifer Ball
Hole Sponsor Signs: Jennifer Ball

Hole Sponsors: 
Paramount Properties (Rick Russwurm)
Chester Law Office (Ed Chester), 
Mike and Julie Sheffieck
Phil and Sandy Vitale

Kinzler Janitorial (Keith Kinzler) 
Lake Life Realty, 
Elmer’s Body Shop (Wes Steffen)
Buzzman Motorsports (Artie McElwee)
Dermani MedSpa (Justin Bratt) 
PayProtec (Tim Burchell) 
Dan and Sharon Waxman
Ben and Vanessa Wozniak
Paul and Celia Fallon

Door Prizes: 
Mark Van Huffell (cart caddies, portable 
speakers, golf balls, koozies, insulated 
cups, may other items ) 
Tim Burchell (Birch Lake hats,koozies  
and coasters
Dan Waxman (koozies and socks) 

	 Thank you all for your contributions 
to the Outing which has resulted in a 
contribution to the Water Quality Fund.

~John Ball

Great weather, a great men’s golf outing



PRINTING,
MARKETING &
SIGN SERVICES
CUSTOM SOLUTIONS
& DESIGNS

ELKHART & SOUTH BEND

Barge Services
Dock Removal/Install

Dock/Hoist Sales

61272 Daily Rd.
Cassopolis, MI 49031

269-591-9848
primepropertycarellc@yahoo.com

Visit us TODAY for the best boat 
deals in southwest Michigan



— Water Quality Report —

Due to its depth and limited inlets 
and outlets, it takes 15 years to 
drain and replenish all the water 

in Birch Lake. Whatever we let into our 
lake will be there for a very long time. 
So, our need to ward off the entry of 
undesirables, primarily phosphorus, is 
crucial. 
	 Phosphorus is a chemical element 
required for all forms of life. It is also the 
limiting factor in most aquatic ecosys-
tems. This means it is the variable in 
which a small change in its quantity will 
directly cause a substantial change in 
the growth of plants and algae.   It can 
enter the lake from natural sources or 
human activities. The natural source 
is simply phosphorus dissolving from 
surrounding rock into the lake water. 
Humans create phosphorus through 
farm runoff, seeping septic systems and 
especially fertilizer that contains phos-
phorus. 
	 Once phosphorus enters a lake, it’s 
usually in the inorganic form of ortho-
phosphate which is dissolved into the 
water. Once it’s taken up by algae and 
aquatic plants, it becomes particulate 
phosphorus. As grazers eat the algae and 
predators eat the grazers, the phospho-
rus moves through the food web and is 
converted to organic phosphorus. 
	 When large amounts of phosphorus 
enter the lake (through human activity) 
algae can reproduce rapidly, which can 
tint the water green and create slimy 
mats on the surface. Thus, the dread-
ed algal bloom which, at best, can be a 
significant nuisance for swimmers and 
boaters. It also degrades the conditions 
that fish, bugs, wildlife, and desired 
plants need to thrive. At its worst case, 
it can fuel a toxic blue-green algal bloom 
which is harmful to people and pets. 
Essentially, excess phosphorus can set 
off a vicious cycle of reducing desirable 
plant life which leads to reduced oxygen 
levels which in turn degrades the habitat 

for fish and other life. It’s also difficult to 
reverse this chain of events.   Need an-
other example? Look no further than the 
affects of the “Red Tide” in Southwest 
Florida – an explosive algal bloom creat-
ed by scheduled water discharges from 
Lake Okeechobee which travel down the 
Caloosahatchee River picking up farm 
runoff and fertilizer along the way and 
eventually emptying this super charged 
water into the Gulf of Mexico. The result: 
massive fish kills, irritated eyes and 
lungs, unusable beaches and warnings to 
stay out of the water. 
	 We’re not suggesting a Red Tide 
type of event will happen at Birch Lake. 
But it is incumbent on all of us to reduce 
the chances of increased phosphorus 
levels at our lake.  In addition to con-
stant monitoring by your Water Quality 
Committee, here’s how you can act 
against an increase in phosphorus 
levels:  
	 1)	 Consider not using any fertilizer 
on your property.
	 2)	 If you must fertilize, make sure 
the fertilizer does not contain any phos-
phorus. 
	 3)	 Fertilize away from the shore-
line.
	 4)	 Never put ashes into the lake.
	 5)	 Never rake or blow leaves or 
other vegetation into the lake. 
	 6)	 Pick up and properly dispose of 
animal waste. 
	 7)	 Never feed the ducks, swans or 
geese. 
	 8)	 Plant a barrier strip between 
your lawn and the shoreline, as wide as 
possible. Ideally use deeply rooted native 
plants at least 12” – 24” tall. 
	 9)	 Consider not using any weed 
killer on your property. 
	 10)	 If you haven’t done so, donate 
to the Water Quality Program to ensure 
testing, assessment and especially treat-
ment of lake conditions is fully funded.
	 We have a beautiful lake, one of the 

best in SW Michigan. It’s deep, clean and 
blue. We need everyone’s help to keep 
out any hint of  the “Red.”

The red tide at Birch?

Sun and Moon this Week
Sunrise: 06:37:49 am
Sunset: 20:58:23  pm

Moonrise:  05:22:15 am
Moonset: 21:03:39 pm
Hours of Daylight:
14 Hr 20 Min 33 Sec

The Moon this Saturday
at midnight.  Illuminated Fraction:  

Illuminated Fraction:  0.001
0.2 days before new moon

0.2 days before new moon



— Birch Lake Memories —

As we boat around Birch Lake, 
we take in the lovely homes 
and cottages along the shore-
line. We know that many of 

the cottages were built by the settlers in 
the early 1900s but did you know that 
our lake  was once home to two camps on 
the North Shore of the lake. In those
early years, the north east corner of our 
lake was mostly forest with only a few 
cottages along it’s shoreline.
	 In 1951, Virginia Gardner of 
Mishawaka, Indiana, as director of the 
Mishawaka branch of Campfire girls,  
purchased the acreage in the northeast 
corner of Birch to run a summer resident 
camp. 
	 Named Camp Kiloqua, the camp 
was the second Campfire camp to be 
located here. 
	 The camp was purchased from an 
Elkhart organization in 1951 and grew 
to be a thriving Campfire camp over the 
19 years it operated. Improvements were 
made over the years and the operation 
hosted groups of Campfire girls for six 
weeks over the summer session. Camp-
ers enjoyed the clear blue waters of 
Birch Lake with swimming and canoeing 
available for their entertainment.

	 As young Birch Lakers, we used to 
walk through the camp on our nightly 
trips around the lake. Rumors have it 
that some of our young men would sneak 
up to the cabins and try to befriend fe-
male counselors. Don’t know if any were 
successful however. 
	 The large swim pier and boat launch 
were enjoyed by Birch Lake youth in the 
off-season as the bottom with sandy and 
weed free. With two camps anchoring 
the east and west 
end of the North 
Shore, we fellow 
Lakers enjoyed 
the peace and 
solitude that the 
natural setting 
provided. All was 
calm until 1970 
when rumors 
began of the 
camp shutting it’s 
doors. 
	 Stay tuned to 
following Bark-
ers to see what 
happened  in the 
ensuing years.

~Sue Davis

Northeast corner of Birch Lake

Pat McGann, Birch Lake Resident, East Side
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69608 Sunset Blvd	 Zimmyville (Union), Michigan

ZIMMY’S TAVERN
(269) 641-5317

http://www.zimmystavern.com

Normally Open 
7 days/wk

11 am to Midnight

music, cold beer, 

lots of fun!
Daily food

specials, 

Carry Outs available



Home watch/property checks
Summer home opening

Closing/winterizing
Maintenance

Repairs
Small projects

Short term vacation rental 
Maintenance services

Infinity Home Services, LLC
269-259-1127
jim@infinitymichiana.com

http://www.infinitymichiana.com

— Barker Kids of the Week —
Sandy, Kathy and David 
Green (south side) with 
mother Barb, aunt Jo and 
Sandy’s husband Geoff 
and David’s wife Diana 
celebrating birthdays on 
Birch Lake last weekend.



— Barker Kids of the Week —

  Ready - Set - Medicare!Ready - Set - Medicare!
Turning 65?  I Can Help!
PMedicare Advantage
PMedicare  Supplement
PPrescription Drug Plans
PMultiple Insurance Companies

I CAN HELP! I CAN HELP! 
New to Medicare? Free Consultation!New to Medicare? Free Consultation!

Medicare Medicare // Health / Small Group  Health / Small Group // Life / Supplemental Life / Supplemental

TO DO LIST!
¢ Call Ashly 3 months 
before turning 65 to 
discuss your enroll-
ment in Medicare Parts 
A & B
¢ Avoid Penalties! If 
over 65, ask employer 
for proof of insurance.
¢ Watch for your new 
Medicare card to arrive 
in the mail.

Keep This List!
Ashly Connaughton

Licensed Insurance Agent
(269) 312-1410
awelch@HealthMarkets.com

Let’s Talk!  Over-the-phone 
appointments welcome! 

No cost!
No obligation! 803 CR 6 East, Suite B, Elkhart, IN 46514

Thomas J. 
Mosier

Waterwell
Drilling

5” Water Wells

Repair & Service 
Most Water Pumps

“Promise of Quality

M-60 E
Cassopolis

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008

available

Barker Kids of the Week
Want your kid to be a Barker Kid of the Week?  Want 
your dog to be a Barker Dog of the Week?  Mail (or 

drop off) your photo (with a SASE if you want it back) 
to Birch Barker, 63174 Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI 49095 
... you can always email me at  sailorphil@philvitale.

com or onlinebarker@gmail.com.

Tom and Earl Troeger with the first trophy given by the BLYC ... in 1948!

Betty Goodin (west side) sent this photo of Kev-
in Goodin’s dog Holly hanging out in the garage 

when a fawn came in to visit in South Bend.

Barker Bug of the Week ... 
a large, black beetle was found 

squished on Birch Road.



An accounting practice serving 
southwestern Michigan for over 

60 years specializing in 
small business accounting

We offer A free no-obligation discussion about your business 
requirements, competitive pricing,personal account manager, 
corporate & personal tax prep, tax planning/tax representa-
tion, full-service payroll, affordable time keeping solutions, 

financial analysis, pay-as-you-go Workers’ Comp Insurance

Tax planning
Need assistance with your tax planning? Don’t we all! We can 
help you plan for your taxes before your business is even off 

the ground

Bookkeeping/Financial Statement Compilation
Depending on your needs, we can do your bookkeeping for 

you or we can teach you how to accurately keep records

Company Structure
Let us help you decide what the best organization is for you

Federal and State Forms
We’ll help you apply for all the tax IDs and forms you need

Tri-County Bookkeepers & CPAs
2525  Lake Pine Dr., Suite A

Saint Joseph, MI 49085

269-926-2191

Formerly Prime Property Care

MOWING
HEDGES
EDGING

GUTTER CLEANING
SPRING, SUMMER
& FALL CLEANUP

ROCK/MULCH
INSTALLATION
BRET TIETSORT

269-580-2738

— Barker Kids of the Week —
That’s the Yeti of Ed Levy 

(south side), sporting a BLYC 
Burgee loincloth.  

BLYC Burgees are available for 
sale by contacting 

Commodore Sue at 
eyesnd76@gmail.com or 

574-993-6031
or Phil Vitale 

@ onlinebarker@gmail.com 



Birch Lake Diversions
Provided Exclusively to the Birch Barker from Mrs. Ima Foodnudge

269-445-8877

NOW IS A GREAT TIME 
TO LIST YOUR HOME!

Birch Lake homes are

SELLING!
CALL

PAUL DELANO

TODAY
269-445-8877	 Paul@TheLakeLife.com

LISTINGS NEEDED!

Best fried green tomatoes
	 Serve these crispy fried green tomatoes outside with a 
glass of iced tea on a warm summer night and enjoy the sunset 
with someone you love!
Prep Time: 5 mins
Cook Time: 15 mins
Total Time: 20 mins
Servings: 4
Ingredients
4 large green tomatoes
2 large eggs
½ cup milk
1 cup all-purpose flour
½ cup cornmeal
½ cup bread crumbs
2 teaspoons coarse kosher salt
¼ teaspoon ground black pepper
1 quart vegetable oil for frying
Directions
	 Gather all ingredients. Slice tomatoes 1/2 inch thick. Dis-
card the ends. 
	 Whisk eggs and milk together in a medium-sized bowl. 
Scoop flour onto a plate. Mix cornmeal, bread crumbs, salt, and 
pepper on another plate. Dip tomatoes into flour to coat. Then 
dip tomatoes into milk and egg mixture; dredge in bread-
crumbs to completely coat.
	 Heat oil in a large deep skillet to 375 degrees F (375 de-
grees). Place tomatoes in hot oil in batches of 4 or 5, to prevent 
them from touching; fry until crisp and golden brown on one 
side, then flip and fry on other side.
	 Transfer to a paper towel-lined plate to drain. Repeat with 
remaining tomatoes.  Serve hot and enjoy!



We’ll be wrapping up Session 
seven when you are reading 
this article. This week we 
have 176 campers in camp 

– our biggest week so far this summer, 
AND our biggest week ever! The four 
new cabins this year gave us an addition-
al 16 beds, bringing our typical overnight 
capacity up from 137 to 153. This week 
we have all but two of those overnight 
beds filled, plus 25 day campers. The big 
weeks when camp is full are always fun. 
The energy level (and the noise!) increas-
es greatly. 
	 At lunch, when all of the day camp-
ers are here, the dining hall is complete-
ly full to capacity, and one group of staff 
is eating out on the front porch! If we 
want to continue to expand in the future, 
the next project we will need to tackle 
is increasing the capacity for seating at 
meals. We’ve talked about several ways 
to go about this. In the short term, the 
most likely solution would be to enclose 
the front porch and add tables out there.
	 Next week we will have just as may 
campers for the last session – maybe 
even one or two more! The last week of 
camp is always a special one. There are 
traditions around the last week that 
make it unique. On Friday night, August 
9, we will have our candlelight serenade 
at the lake. Around 9 pm on Friday eve-

ning, the campers and staff will proceed 
down the waterfront stairs carrying 
candles and singing “Follow the Gleam.” 
They will assemble around the dock at 
the waterfront and place their candles in 
the water while we sing. This candlelight 
serenade marks the closing of our camp 
season each year. 
	 If you’re at the lake on Friday night 
(August 9), be sure to come out on your 
boat for the serenade! We will be starting 
down the stairs around 9 pm, and we 
usually conclude around 9:40 pm. It’s a 
beautiful way to end the season at camp, 
and we love when we see a crowd on the 
water to listen and watch! 
	 In the 19 summers since I became 
the camp director in 2006, we’ve only 
had to cancel the serenade one time. In 
2012 a tree fell on the waterfront stairs 
during rest hour on the very last day of 
camp, and we were unable to use the 
stairs. We were very lucky that it hap-
pened during rest hour when everyone 
was safely in their cabins. We rebuilt the 
entire stairway before the start of the 
2013 camp season. 
	 One other year we didn’t cancel the 
serenade, but it was very memorable. 
The campers and staff started down the 
stairs with their candles. The tradition 
is that the camp director and assistant 
director stand at the top of the stairs and 

light each candle from their own candle. 
Then the director and assistant director 
are the last two people to proceed down 
the stairs. Miss Michelle and I were 
about half way down the stairs when 
it suddenly started to rain. Not just a 
sprinkle, but a total downpour!  We con-
tinued down the stairs because most of 
the campers were already at the bottom. 
We lined up on the pier and sang in the 
pouring rain. Most of the candles were 
extinguished, and we were all completely 
soaked, but everyone was laughing and 
singing and having fun nonetheless. 
Hopefully this year we have clear skies 
and no rain next Friday night!  Don’t 
forget – Friday, August 9, at approx-
imately 9 pm.

 ~Mrs. Amber

— Camp Tannadoonah —
Biggest week of campers - EVER!



FOR SALE
White composite closet 
doors.  (Left) 48”w X 79”h.  Reduced 
to $35 for the pair.  Call Deb at 219-765-
8691.

LOST & FOUND
Found in the parking lot at Yacht Club, 
womens bracelet, silver. Call 
Vickie 476-2383. 

Lost in a storm, large blue and 
yellow O’Brien tubing tube. 
If found, please contact Sue Davis at 
574-993-6031.

Lost: life jacket, HO Skis 
brand. Black with red and gray. Lost Sunday, July 7. Contact Barb Cassady 
574-229-9815

SERVICES:
I do sewing and mending at fair prices - zippers, hemming, small alter-
ations; call Kathy at 476-9317

LEMONADE, GARAGE SALE
	 The Pence-Schnoor kids are having a lemonade stand and 
selling beaded bracelets on Saturday, August 3, from 10 am to 
noon at the Pence cottage, 63206 Birch Road (East side, cottage 159).  They 
are also having a small garage sale including a small bike, crib mat-
tress and some children’s’ toys and books.  Proceeds from the garage sale will 
be donated to the Birch Lake Yacht Club Water Quality Committee and to the 
Cass County animal shelter.  The Pences’ will make a matching donation for 
lemonade, bracelet and garage sale proceeds.

FREE

Free grill - contact claudia2154@gmail.com

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.
VOTED NILES
BUSINESS OF

THE YEAR! Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year! 

2400 N 5th ● Niles, MI
269-687-7192 Niles, MI

866-751-1470 Toll Free

After Hours
Emergency
Service

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
● Licensed Plumbers 
● Drug-Free Employees 
● Criminal Background Checked Employees 
● No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done 
● 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
● True 24-Hour Emergency Service 
● Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”
● Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms 
● Longest Warranties in the Business    
● Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee 

During Business Hours

● Bonus  — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

wwwwwwaaddvvaannttaaggeepplluummbbiinnggiinncc..nneett

Major Credit Cards Accepted

®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Classified 
Advertising 

Classified ads in 
the Barker are free 
to BLYC members, 
$5/week for every-
one else.   Send 

your ad to:
 onlinebarker@
gmail.com or 

sailorphil@philvi-
tale.com.  

Straight Talk. Sound Advice.

1stsource.com  |  Member FDIC

Insurance products and annuities are not insured by the FDIC; are not 
deposits or obligations of, or guaranteed by 1st Source Bank; and may involve 
investment risk, including loss of value. 1st Source Insurance, Inc. is a wholly 

owned affiliate of 1st Source Bank.



BLYC OFFICERS 
Sue Davis (E)	�������������������������������Commodore
574-993-6031	�����������������������eyesnd76@gmail.com
Julie Dickey (E)	�������������Vice Commodore
574-220-9132....................................jdjuls@aol.com
Deb Spratt (N)...................................Treasurer

debspratt@comcast.net
Mike Sheffieck (W)..................... Secretary
708-220-1506.............. mcsheffieck@gmail.com
Steve Frew (E)	��������������������� Fleet Captain 
708-285-2999...................................stephenbfrew@gmail.com

BLYC DIRECTORS 
Dave Carroll (W)	��������������������������������574-850-0465

carrolldavid39@gmail.com
Barb Cassady (E)	�������������������������������574-229-9815

barbcassady49@gmail.com 
Ed Chester (E)	������������������������������������������� 476-1010

ed@chesterlawoffice.com

Karen Curtis-Miller (E)........................574-261-6712 
krcurtismiller@gmail.com

Bernie Garceau.......................................... 476-9862
bgarceau@norcoind.com

Deb Hall (C).........................................219-765-8691
debbershall@gmail.com

Ron Niezgodski (W)	���������������������������574-532-6710
birchbass1@gmail.com

Laura Pence (E)	��������������������lpence3@gmail.com
Sarah Petty (N)	�����������������������������������574-274-9202

sarahkpetty@gmail.com
Claudia Phipps (N)..................................... 476-7073

claudia2154@gmail.com 
Vickie Rogers (C).......................................476-2383

tvrogers@frontier.com
Rick Russwurm (N)....................................476-2407

paramountp@aol.com
Ray Scholes (S)..................................567-429-9569 

rqs72@aol.com

Scott Troeger (E)........................................476-9898
scott.troeger@btlaw.com

Phil Vitale (E)..............................................476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com

or onlinebarker@gmail.com
Sandy Vitale (E)......................................... 476-1680

sv6102@gmail.com
Dan Waxman (E),.....................................317-506-1680

DWaxman131@outlook.com
Denny Weesner (S)............................219-765-8602

dkwees@cs.com 
Sue Williams (S).................................574*298-2839

suewilliams226@gmail.com

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Paul Fallon (E)................... Chairman, Water Quality
476-1467........................pauljfallon49@gmail.com
Blair Garceau (E)..............Chairman, Homeowners 
476-9862.........................blairgarceau@gmail.com

2024 BLYC OFFICERS & DIRECTORS2024 BLYC OFFICERS & DIRECTORS

$____  -  BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

$____  -  BLYC Associate Member* Dues  ($10 / year)
*Associate membership is available to current associate members 

and for non-lake residents who wish to support the BLYC

$____  -  WATER QUALITY/INVASIVE SPECIES**

$____  -  FIREWORKS FUND**

$____  -  Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

$____  -  Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

$____  -  Building Improvement Fund

$____  -  Safety Committee

$____  -  Other non-party related expenses

$____  -  BLYC Roof Fund

$____  -  BLYC AED Fund

$____  -  Misc.

**See page 2 for status of these important contributions

TOTAL CONTRIBUTION:
$__________________

Name_________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Make checks payable to
BLYC

 and mail to Deb Spratt, Treasurer
18100 Farmington Hills Dr.

South Bend, IN 46637

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
PAY YOURPAY YOUR

DUES NOW!DUES NOW!
Support the BLYC, support our lake, support our Community!

	Now you can go online at HTTP://BIRCHLAKEYACHTCLUB.COM to pay your dues	

Tip No 2:  LOWER THE VOLUME

We all have different tastes in music, but if you’re blasting the 
tunes out the speakers on your boat, everyone on the lake and 
on shore has to listen to yours.  Be considerate, especially at 
night, and please and TURN DOWN THE RADIO when you’re 

motoring around the lake! 
This message is brought to you by the Homeowners Association of Birch Lake

HOW TO BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR



Flexshade Motorized Zip System Screens ... and RetractFlexshade Motorized Zip System Screens ... and Retractable able ScreensScreens


