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Participants in the 2003 Don Harman Kidz Regatta posed for a pic at the Kings’ home (north shore). Details on the events of

COMMODORE’S
COMMENTS

_I—he Don Harman Kidz Regatta
took place under sunny skies and
good wind last Saturday. Many
of our sailors came out to help the kids
and it sounds like everyone had a grand
time. A huge thank you to Bob and
Leslie King for hosting the event at their
shore, and to the sailors that came out
to help.

The Fall Dinner is fast approaching
so make sure you have purchased your
tickets. Sue Davis will officially take
over as Commodore and she will be
announcing her Vice Commodore for
next year as well. Put some giddy-up in
your git-along and come on out for a fun-
filled, western themed evening on
Saturday August 26.

This past week as I sat on my deck
having my morning coffee, I became
aware that the summer days on Birch
were getting shorter. Kids are returning

the day are inside this week’s Barker.

to school, so there is less activity on the
lake. So for the next few weeks, let’s get
out and enjoy the refreshing waters of
Birch, make more summer memories
and enjoy the outdoors as much as we
can for soon summer will be no more.

Going forward, be generous, be kind,

love a little harder and remember, the
sun always shines on Birch Lake, even
on a cloudy day.

~Commodore Deb

A belated Thanks!

We want to give Julia and Keith
Remington (West Side) a big thanks for
their excellent skills at shucking corn
during the past Corn and Sausage
Roast. Inadvertently their names were
forgotten from the post in last week’s

2023

Birch Lake Calendar

Aug. 26 Fall Dinner & BLYC
Annual Meeting, , details tha
Aug. 26 Junior Sunfish Fleet races, 11 am
Sept 2, 3 Labor Day Regatta,

(Sept 4 rain date), 11 am
Sept. 9 Sailing awards
luncheon, Frew's house (east side)
Sept. 30 Crockpot challenge,
details inside

BLYC Board Meetings
Last meeting: Sept. 9
BLYC Board meetings begin at 9 am
and are open to all lake residents

BLYC, Facebook and other social media
The Birch Lake Yacht Club DOES NOT have a Facebook page nor is it participating in any form
of social media. If you see Birch Lake Yacht Club information on any social media, the information
has not been provided, checked or approved by the BLYC, and may be incorrect or misleading. If you
have questions or concerns, please check http://www.philvitale.com/Barker/BirchBarker.htm, or con-
tact any BLYC director or officer (see “officer and director” information in any edition of the Barker).

The Birch Barker will consider ads and editorial items for publication. E-mail items to onlinebarker@gmail.com, mail them (or put them in the stone mailbox to)
63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore). For editorial contact Editor Phil at onlinebarker@gmail.com, or at 476-1680 (no text). For delivery concerns

contact Ron Niezgodski, birchbass1@gmail.com or 476-9317. For all other matters contact Commodore Deb Hall, at debber-

shall@gmail.com or 219-765-8691. DEADLINE is always Noon on the Tuesday of the week before the publication.




— Birch Lake Notes —

Barker. Our apologies. Julia and Keith
were first year workers however you
would have thought they had been
shucking corn for the past ten. Thanks
again Remingtons! It would not have
been such a success without you and all
of the other workers.

New “Slow Down” signs available
New “Slow Down” signs are now
available, courtesy of the Homeowner’s
Association. If your road area could use
one contact Blair Garceau (476-9862).
People are saying they are noticing the
new signs, hopefully everyone will and
heed the message. Please slow down,
there are many people, animals and
vehicles that have to share our roads.

Thanks SparkyBob!

New cover for the BLYC firepit, donated
and installed by Sparkybob Industries.

Crockpot Challenge
The 2023 Crockpot Challenge will

Birch Lake Yacht Club
WATER QUALITY
CONTRIBUTIONS

Contribute now with a click at:
https://store.birchlakeyachtclub.com
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TO THE
PER BIRCH WATER
LAKE QUALITY
HOUSEHOLD FUND
TO DATE
(UPDATED
Aug 15) We’ve still
got a way
*percentage N to go!
and average
based on
234 homes \
To donate for WATER QUALITY or any
BLYC activity or event, use the form in the back of

this week’s Barker or visit the website above

Birch Lake Yacht Club
FIREWORKS FUND

Our goal for 2024 is
$15,775

Contribute now with a click at:
https://store.birchlakeyachtclub.com

GoAL || I =L [ 515,775
1l updated
—|| Aug 15, 2023
To donate for |
FIREWORKS
or any BLYC activi- $2741

ty or event, use the
form in the back of
this week’s Barker
or visit the website
above

TO DO LIST!

W Call Ashly 3 months
before turning 65 to
discuss your enroll-
ment in Medicare Parts
A&B

B Avoid Penalties! If
over 65, ask employer
for proof of insurance.
B Watch for your new
Medicare card to arrive
in the mail.

Let’s Talk! Over-the-phone
appointments welcome!
No cost!

No obligation!

ReadylIsetl
Turning 65? | Can Help!
v’"Medicare Advantage
v'Medicare Supplement
v'Prescription Drug Plans
v’Multiple Insurance Companies

MedicareY//Healthl//Small(Group]//Lifel/[Supplemental

Ashly Connaughton

Licensed Insurance Agent

Keep This List! (269) 312-1410

awelch@HealthMarkets.com

hr?waalFEets

803 CR 6 East, Suite B, Elkhart, IN 46514

FCANIHELP!

New/to) Free!Consultation!

5” Water Wells

Repair & Service
Most Water Pumps

“Promise of Quality

Cassopolis

Thomas J.
Mosier

Waterwell
Dril_li :

M-60 E

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008




— Birch Lake Notes —

be September 30 at the BLYC. Again there = drawing to benefit our Water Quality.

will be two categories: Savory and Sweet. This year, we will again sponsor a food
Prizes will be given for each category. drive for the Food Bank of Cass County.
Entries will allowed in at 5:30 pm. Please contribute with non-perishable
Tasting will begin at 6. foods. Let’s help our community!
There will be a basket raffle, and 50/50 ~Sandy & Phil

YOGA at the YACHT CLUB

:31

. @ $5 fee goes to water quality
: @ Most Thursdays, some

. Saturdays

Bring:

: @ yoga mat, two beach

: @ towels or blankets for

: Yoga Nidra Shavasana (the
: YC is cold & cold floor, body
: temp will drop)

: @ A pillow or two for under
: the knees and head

- ' — . !@An ill £
Lots of sailing last weekend with the Kidz Regatta on Saturday and three races Sunday : gock Ti};lfl ow or scarf to

... pictured is the start of one of the Sunday races as seen from the Committee Boat.

Satori Guest House
11979 M60
Jones, MI 49061
airbnb.com/h/satoriguesthouse

Satori Guest Properties

Satori Guest Cottage
11987 M60
Jones, MI 49061
airbnb.com/h/satoricottage

Only 7 minutes away from
Swiss Valley Ski Lodge.
Owners — Kevin & Buffy Mallo
“All the little touches matter”

. . te t &
*Both properties are adjacent to Located next to Satori Salon and Spa on M-60

each other and may be rented Bookable through Airbnb.com _
together forlargerpa’ﬁes_ OR by calling (269) S06-1577 Hosts: Kevin & Buffy Mallo

APOLLO
MARINE

SALES ®'SERVICE ®'STORAGE

South side of Gravel Lake
15355 96th Avenue, Lawton, Mi
49065
www.apollomarine.net

423-6011

Come.checkioutour new,and used boat/inventory:today! New;and.
Used'Avalon pontoons are availableifor.youitoiview;, Moombaand
Supralboats are always exciting/to.checkiout, Mercury.motors, 1-888-996-BOAT
marine)parts; boat.accessories, and a\variety.of.docks:and lifts are We sorve all ares lakes
all'in;stock: Wealso:store hundreds of.boats each year'so we're

sureito have somethingifor.every;boater’s needs




| FLEET CAPTAIN’S CORNER .|

Saturday’s Don Harman
Kidz Regatta

A small thunderstorm passed over
and then MC and Sunfish sailboats began
arriving and mooring in front of the Caplis,
King and Smitley homes. A crowd of kids
and adults soon joined them at the second
annual Kidz Regatta held at the King home
since Bob King restarted the tradition last
year in memory of Don Harman. Scott
Troeger made a perfectly timed grand
entrance in his MC sailboat that sported a
line of colorful nautical signal flags spelling
out “Kidz Regatta”. Bad Patty’s pirate
flag flew at the end of the pier. The King’s
boathouse featured beverages, snacks and
treats, including bounty from the Smitley’s
garden. Bob King and Phil Vitale taught
young and old how to tie various and highly
useful nautical knots, and Phil did a magic
trick. Tom Caplis took photos. And then it
was time to race!

Tom and Barb Cassady had set up
a real race course, and a real Committee
Boat was staffed by Captain Ron Niezgods-
ki and First Mate Bob Niezgodski. The
course went from the starting line almost
all the way across Birch Lake from north to
south, and back again. Captain Ron called
out a five minute countdown, and the first
race began. Bragging rights were at stake,
so the competitive juices were flowing!

As sometimes occurs, a foul was
called as the third race was about to start.
For those wondering what a loud call of
“BARGING!” might have meant, please

3§

allow me to explain. Sailboat racing has
rules, and one rule is that a leeward boat
has the right of way over a windward boat.
“Leeward” means downwind, and “wind-
ward” means upwind. The first leg of a
race is always into the wind. So a leeward
boat approaching the starting line can force
a windward boat in front of it to get out of
its way, even if that means the windward
boat must cross over the starting line early
to avoid hitting the leeward boat or any
other boats, or causing them to change
course. If the windward boat fails to do so,
you may hear a foul called against it with a
yell of “BARGING!” If the windward boat
is forced to cross the starting line early, it
must make a complete circle around either
the Committee Boat or the orange buoy

at the other end of the starting line before
crossing the starting line again, so a lot is
at stake, and that’s what all the shouting
was about!

Once the three races were over, ev-
eryone return to the Kings’ house for more
camaraderie. The races had winners and
also people who plan to do better next time,
and here they all are:

1. Scott Troeger and Luke Carey (2-1-1)
2. Bob King and Connor Caplis (1-2-2)
3. Phil Vitale and granddaughter Aley
Vitale-Richards (3-4-3)

4. Pat McGann and Kelly Davis (4-3-4)
5. Steve Frew, Jack Carey, and Robin
Carey (5-5-6)

6. Bill Luecht, Abbey Caplis and Adelyn
Carey (6-6-5)

A big THANK YOU to all of the kids,
parents, and guests who attended, and to
everyone who helped make this great event
happen! Don Harman would have been
proud!

Sunday’s Fleet race
Our starting time was delayed until
noon to wait for the wind to increase, which
it did as forecast.

In the MC Fleet, Scott Troeger gained
a small increase in his lead in season point
average by going 4-1-1 to Barb Cassady’s
1-5-2. Scott and Barb are now separated by
the slim difference of 27 season points. Bob
King and Pat Welch each scored a second
place finish, with Bob King also netting
a third place finish. The other two third
place spots went to Phil Vitale.

In the Sunfish Fleet, Rick Russwurm
won all three races and Stewart Spratt
came in second in all three races. Rick
now has a slim 12 point lead over Stewart
in season point average. Pat McGann
took two of the third place spots, and
Bob Niezgodski grabbed the other. And a
special honorable mention goes to Connor
Caplis, who sailed with us both in the Kidz
Regatta on Saturday and in the Sunfish
Fleet with his dad Tom on Sunday! Way to
go, Connor and Tom!

With only two Sundays remaining in
the regular season, the race for the cham-
pionship of both the MC and Sunfish Fleets
could come down to a climactic Labor Day
Regattal.

~FC Steve
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FUNERALS | CREMATIONS | GATHERINGS
SINCE 1842
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Granger Chapel

+ Large Rooms - Children's Room

- Spaios Cafe/Loune
0/74-232-1411
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WWW megannhay.com

Pat McGann, Birch Lake Resident, East Side
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NOW HIRING FULL AND PART TIME POSITIONS



BIrcH LAKE SAILING

BLYC sailing results & season standings

Date....c..ooeeeeeeeceeeeeeeeeeee 8/M13.......... 8/M3..... /M3 Total ....ccvveee Point.................. Races.........ccc...... %
RaACE.....cieeeeeeeeeeee e 15 16 e, 17 e Points .....cccoevneeee. Average............. Finished...... Finished
MC Scow/Sailor Total MC Races = 17

Scott Troeger #1489..................... S, o [T (I 26416 .........c.c.u....... 1553.88.................. 17 e, 100
Barb Cassady #2506 .................... P B e, 2 e 25962 ......ccveuee. 152717 . 17 . 100
Bob King #1199.......cccoveeiieee 2 B e G S 12704 ... 141155 ... LS 52
Patrick Welch #1979 ..................... LT 2 e Qo 16888 ......ccceeveee 1407.33....ccceu. 12 e, 70
Phil Vitale #500..........ccccoveuveueen. C T C S [ J 21924 .......ccveue. 1370.25......ccueun... 16, 94
Bill Luecht #1579.......ccceevevenenee. T T LI 18963 ......cccvvee 1354.5....e. 14 82
Steve Frew #656...............ccocue..... [ T < S T o 19551 i, 1221.93....cccveee. 15 e, 88
Sandy Vitale #2159............cccueu...e. < T T o, 8 16746 ..o 1196.14 ... 14, 82
Amber Grundy #1173................. DNS............ DNS........... DNS....cooevee 3606 ....ccceevererenene 1202.....oiienee G SO 17
Sunfish/Sailor Total Sunfish Races = 17

Rick Russwurm .........ccccveuvennee. T L [ T o 26497 ... 1558.64 .................. 17 e, 100
Stewart Spratt..........cccceeveerrenennn. 2 2 e, 2 e 13926 ......cvevveee 154733 ..., e 52
Pat McGann..........cccooevveeeveeennnnen. S C S G S 21230 ..o, 1415.33....ccce. 15 e, 88
Bob NiezgodskKi .........ccccceeviveennne 1 T B e, Qo 22019 ..o 1376.18.......cuc...... 16 e, 94
Herb Cleveland.............ccccocuvuee... LT S LI 13473 e 13473 ... 10, 58
Camille Butler ..........cccoveveueeneeneee. B B e [ J 21768 .......ccvevvenee. 1280....cocvernne. 17 e, 100
Amy Troeger........ccoovvvvrereeienenne DNS............ DNS............. DNS ..., 7299 ... 1459.8.....ccoeiene 5 29
Bob King ....ccovveeeiieeeeieeene DNS............ DNS........... DNS ... 2888 ..o, 1444.........ouee. 2 e 11
Connor Caplis........ccccoeeveeueennenne. DNS............ DNS.............. T o 1156....ceiiciceee 1156 T 5
Pete Soldato............ccoeeuveuennnnn. DNS............ DNS........... DNS....ccooeeee 3121 e, 1560.5......cccuveneee 2 s 1
Bill Butler...........coooveveveieeeiee, DNS............ DNS......... DNS ..o [ T O T 1 SO 17

DNS (Did Not Sail) does not count against season score, however sailor must complete 2/3 of races to qualify for season
DNF (Did Not Finish) DSQ (Disqualified) scores as last place (if 5 boats started the race, you will be scored as 5th place).
DNF, DSQ not counted toward minimum number of races needed

CB - sailor who serves on Committee Boat receives their season average place as of that date - counted toward season total.
Season Points are awarded on Square of 40 system (1st = 40 squared = 1600, 2nd = 39 squared, etc.)

0’Donnell’s Docks 11c

Crew - Counted toward completed races, Points go to skipper of boat
Southwest Michigan’s Premier Dock & Lift Headquarters

INFINITY

HOME SERVICES..c

Home watch/property checks
Summer home opening

Closing/winterizing
Maintenance
Repairs
Small projects
Short term vacation rental

Sales and service of all
SaY 1T RYCITR (oYd  major docks, boatlifts and

Maintenance services :
(AT URVTI  water front accessories.

For an online quote, o to

www odonnellsdocks. com

12097 M-60 * Jones, I
269-244-1446
info@odonnellsdocks.com

Infinity Home Services, LLC

is ' R Autorized Dealer For:
A Sl O@mc-

http://www.infinitymichiana.com 24 aAD




BIrcH LAKE SAILING

This past Saturday we hosted
the Annual Don Harman Kidz
Regatta. Many thanks to: Ron
and Bob Niezgodski who ran the
Race Committee in addition to
Tom and Barb Cassady who set
the (reach - reach) race course.
Several neighbors contributed
and the sailors of Birch Lake
came out in force to make sure
everyone had a ride. And that’s
what it’s all about ... taking kids
sailing who otherwise might not
have the opportunity. Always,

~Leslie and Bob King
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EMERGENCY HEART DEFIBRILLATOR

(AED) locations on Birch Lake
Th ix (6) automated external defibrillat
units on v Lk, The bores thatcontaintrese ce. N AN EMIEERGENCY’:

vices are located at the following locations (see map):

1. West Shore, Sheffieck home,
62875 Birch Lakeview Dr.

2. North Shore, Smitley home,
14859 Birch Northshore Dr.15046

3. East Shore, Vitale home,
63174 Birch Rd.

4. South Shore, Eberhart home,
15046 Birch Lakeshore Dr.

5. South/East Shore, Troeger home,
63696 Birch Rd.

6. Southwest Shore, DeYoung home,
63255 Storey Hill St.

All units are on the ROAD SIDE of the property
and accessible by vehicle or on foot.

1. CALL 911 and report the emergency
and the patient’s location immediately.
2. Pull the box open, remove the or-
ange-colored unit, TAKE IT TO THE
PATIENT and open the device by
pressing the white lever at the bottom.
3. An automated voice will guide you
through the setup and use of the de-
fibrillator. Follow the instructions as
they are given.

4. Continue to follow the instructions
as given, and stay with the patient until
help arrives.
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— Barker Kids of the Week —

.\R =y Ron & Linda are looking forward to hosting another Witchie Family
Reunion this week with guests from Colorado, Hawaii, Oregon,
Pennsylvania and Texas!

AT

Claire Brovold (west shore) with friends Cody and Mad-
dy from Lafayette, Louisiana. First time in Michigan for
Cody and Maddy.

Birch Barker Kids of the Week

Want your kid to be a Barker Kid of the Week? Mail

(or drop off) your photo (with a SASE if you want it

back) to Birch Barker, 63174 Birch Rd., Vandalia, Ml

49095 or email me at Sailorphil@PhilVitale.com or
Onlinebarker@gmail.com

“q|rllltl

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
Open for Lunch and Dinner
Located on the beautiful St. Joseph River

10188 US 12, Mottville
(269) 483-2305

hanks to Sandra Dobosiewicz for the pic of three big guys
at last weekend’s west side festivities.

11920 McKinley St.
Jones, Michigan

Effering our Guesits. ..
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- Hair Services & Salon & Spa
- Facials & Hydratacial MDD : Ez2E
- Exelash Laft & Tint . ( ) %ﬁ
- Pedicures & hlanicures . 269 244 5510 [=]#
. . -
® el EKtEI‘lSlOI-‘lS p Wwwiw.satorisalonandspa.com
o Sugaring - Hair Removal 8 Email: satorisalonspa@gmail.com
- W aKing b
@ Wedding Parties ~ Orgaric Salon & Doy Spa

CHft Cards Frfora Hair prodhects & Sabori Sl Chre Prodkicts




— Water Quality Report —

STATE OF MICHIGAN DNR MAKES
WAKEBOAT RECOMMENDATIONS

Afew weeks ago, the 7/22/23 Barker presented on
Commandment #3, “Thou Shall Minimize the Effects of
Waves.” In it we reported that:

1] The minimum distance between shorelines or docks
and boats using wake making equipment should be:

AJ100’ by Michigan state law

B] 200’ as recommended by the Water Sports Industry
Association

C] 300-500’ as recommended by numerous other
water quality professionals

AND
2] The minimum depths at which wake making equip-
ment should be operated at should be:
A] 12-16' as recommended by water quality profes-

sionals

Just a few days later, on July 28, 2023, the
State of Michigan’s Department of Natural Resources
released its own review of wake boat effects in its
“Fisheries Report 37”. Four staff members reviewed 53
specific pertinent industry publications and together, on
behalf of the DNR’s Fisheries Division, recommended
the following “voluntary best practices”:

1] Boats operating in wake-surfing mode or wake-board-
ing mode, during which boat speed, wave shapes,
and/or ballast are used to increase wave height, are
recommended to operate at least 500 feet from docks
or the shoreline, regardless of water depth.

2] Boats operating in wake-surfing or wake-boarding
modes are recommended to operate in water at least
15 deep.

3] Ballast tanks should be completely drained prior to
transporting the watercraft over land.

After citing these three best practices, both the
report’s Executive Summary and Conclusion went on to
say, ‘It is recommended that awareness and voluntary
adoption of these best operating practices be encour-

aged through actions and materials to educate wake
boat operators.”

We are pleased that this state agency took the
time to research this issue and share their results and
recommendations with us. It is significant, and the
cause of some relief, that the state’s recommendations
varied little from those of the other industry professionals
whose thoughts we have shared with you previously.
We ask all those affected to conform to these best
practices.

If you wish to read the report in its entirety, please:

Through your browser, go to "Michigan Lakes and
Streams Association @mymlsa.org”

Click on “Michigan Lakes and Streams Associa-
tion”

Scroll to, and click on, “MDNR Officially Releases
Boat Wake Report...”

Scroll to, and click on “Link to Full Report”

SOME PERSPECTIVE
ON OUR TSI SCORE

In a letter sent recently to area non fee charging
professionals seeking help in solving the riddle of our
dramatically higher TSI score of this year, we pointed
out that should our current rate of increase continue, our
TSI score will DOUBLE in 10-15 years. You might want
some perspective on that statement, to know what it
could mean for us.
With the first Barker of the year, all recipients were also
given a complete copy of the Cooperative Lakes Man-
agement Program’s [CLMP] “2022 Data Report for Birch
Lake, Cass County”. The lion’s share of its pertinent
information was on pages 3+4. In them, we leamed
that the CLMP groups TSI indices into six categories.
Let's assign them the letter grades A through F, with A
being the most desirable. The third, C, is considered
“mid-range”. The sixth, F, is a specialized category with

“extremely high” amounts of algae and weed growth.

BUBBLY BOAT
CLEANING SERVICE

DISCOUNT
FOR
WEEKLY

Y BUBELY BDRT /
o Cleanin nb vice

WASH!

CONTACT
Us NOW

0 574-807-2786

bubblyboatcleaning
@gmail.com

£7 per foot

£10-320 per foot
ADD-ONS:

£20-%60 per foor

e cleaning, vinyl protection, windows,
.
(FOR THE MAINTAINED BOAT)

(FOR THE EXTRA DIRTY BOAT)

HULL WASH & WAX (MUST BE ON TRAILER)

ET SHA
#5 per foot

From bow to stern - we’

Source.
1 Bank

Istsource.com | Member FDIC

Straight Talk. Sound Advice.

Source.
insurance

Insurance products and annuities are not insured b

deposits or obligations of, or guaranteed by 1st Source Bank; and may involve

investment risk, |nclud|ng loss of value. 1st Source Insurance, Inc. is a wholly
owned affiliate of 1st Source Bank.

Il get yvour boat looking like new!

o

CUSTOM SOLUTIONS
& DESIGNS

Our 2022 [most recent] rating put us near the
bottom of the second class, say a B-.Our ratings for the
five prior years averaged near the bottom of the
TOP class, say an A-. {l hope you agree that this is a
significant drop.]

Doubling [in 10-15 years] not our most recent
score, but only the average of the five prior years, would
give us a TSI index so far into the worst, F, category that
we'd be “off the chart” that the CLMP used in this year's
report. To stop this trend will likely be very difficult, to
reverse it and retumn to our previous A- status, even
more so.

COMPREHENSION
As evidenced by the above “Perspective,” sometimes
the pertinence of all the data associated with Water
Quiality is difficult to fully absorb. If any of our readers,
or residents, have any questions about, or difficulty un-
derstanding, any parts of any of our articles, or anything
else to do with water quality, please contact one of your
neighbors on the WQC: Terry Dugan, Rick Russwurm,
Jennifer Ball, Bruce Wagner, Ron Niezgodski, Cindy
Bemaciak, Pat Welch or Paul Fallon and please give us
a chance to be of service. Thank you.

THE SIX COMMANDMENTS OF
BIRCH LAKE WATER QUALITY
I. Thou shalt prevent the spread of Aquatic
Invasive Species (AlS).
II. Thou shalt minimize surface runoff.
lll. Thou shalt minimize the effects of waves.
IV. Thou shalt protect and expand Natural Shore-
lines.
V. Thou shalt not allow phosphorus, nutrients, and
other undesirable chemical elements to enter our
lake.
VI. Thou shalt remain informed and active about
other Water Quality issues

PRINTING,
MARKETING &
SIGN SERVICES

=% | alphagraphics

ELKHART & SOUTH BEND

the FDIC; are not

"WW Ay ST\“\B“@‘ |

Carry Outs available
69608 Sunset Blvd

e

Normally Open
7 days/wk
11 am to Midnight

Zimmyville (Union), Michigan

ZIMMY’S TAVERN

(269) 641-5317

http://www.zimmystavern.com




— Scavenger Hunt —

How many of these can you find
around Birch Lake? Prizes await the
top 3 sleuths ... Turn in your answers
no later than August 27 to Editor Phil,

(east side). Winners will be announced
in the Labor Day Birch Barker ...




Birch Lake Items of Interests

BALL BENDER -
BODZA CARPENTER 100 Birch Lake Names - Old and New
COAN CRANMER
e B s YSMYCTVREGREPSNAMTTEHHCVUKPZWCDHEXFUGKAJ
DUFCUR ERHART JUJXMTDAV I SFEWGUWWDVTOAMNKNYDLOVORBPKBLDM
GREEMN HARLAN

KLAIGDYZIFHKITRAHREWRODPTIAIULXMODUDRAGSB
HELVEY HOLLEMAN
KLIMEK TAMNADOOHAH  [GHDKUZORIKYJQUSOLDATOEDSGANLSITLTWKLKUTI B
HETTMANSPERGER DOBOSIEWICT
KACESHI KENAGY UKNSTOMLKSSJKXVLZRGBRUOFUDNZNNKPAVKELQTUJ
RLISSWURM MCELWEE
GAIK FRURIP HEGRLMCXRJDLPLXIDTOWUUEKHSNNLIPSYMMCBOZR
ZESINGER LLEECHT
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am. Tri-County Bookkeepers & CPAs '
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2525 Lake Pine Dr, Suite A - 5t Joseph, MI 49085

An accounting practice serving
southwestern Michigan for over
60 years specializing in
small business accounting

We offer A free no-obligation discussion about your business
requirements, competitive pricing,personal account manager,
corporate & personal tax prep, tax planning/tax representa-
tion, full-service payroll, affordable time keeping solutions,
financial analysis, pay-as-you-go Workers’ Comp Insurance

Tax planning
Need assistance with your tax planning? Don’t we all! We can
help you plan for your taxes before your business is even off
the ground

Bookkeeping/Financial Statement Compilation
Depending on your needs, we can do your bookkeeping for
you or we can teach you how to accurately keep records

Company Structure
Let us help you decide what the best organization is for you

Federal and State Forms
We'll help you apply for all the tax IDs and forms you need

This beautiful poster is on sale this summer for $25 while supplies last. It

Tri-Cou nty Boo kkeepers & CPAs measures approximately 23” X 35", and would be a great addition to your

2525 Lake Pine Dr.., Suite A home. The proceeds will be used for needed improvements to the yacht
*y

. club building. Posters may be purchased through Becky Wiseman, 14910
Saint Joseph » M1 49085 Birch Lakeshore Drive (south side) on Saturday and Sunday from 11 am

to 1 pm. Make checks payable to BLYC.
269-926-2191
Editor’s note: The poster was produced from a painting by former

Birch Lake resident and artist Coy Jankowski.




Birch Barker Funmes

why-dogs stick their heads
out of caf windows

| REALLY THINK IT'S TIME TO TAKE
WARNING LABELS OFF OF EVERYTHING
AND LET STUPIDITY WORK ITSELF OUT

g/ It all started with bicycle

¥ helmets, and now it's "everyone
3 gets a trophy”, Kids don't know
8 what it's like to feel pain when
gL they do something stupid.
Stupid should hurt.

this younger
generation

Satan appeared before a small town
congregation. Everyone started
screaming and running for the front
church door, trampling each other in a
frantic effort to get away.

Soon everyone was gone except for an
elderly gentleman who sat calmly.

Satan walked up to him and said,
“"Don’'t you know who | am?"

The man replied, "Yep, sure do.”
Satan asked, "Aren't you going to run?”
“"Nope, sure ain't,” said the man.

Satan asked, "Why aren't you afraid of
me?"

The man replied, "Been married to your
sister for over 48 years.™

Realized I had to use the
bathroom.

Got up and walked across the
house, to the pantry.

Couldn't remember why I was in
the pantry.

remembered I had to use the
bathroom.

Walked across the house to the
bathroom.

Sitting on the throne I

remembered why I went to the
pantry...

Toilet paper.

What do we want? Better memory!

\@\%

When do we want it? Want what?

] 3 .T
U\ Y

mechanic: I'm tired
drummer: I'm beat
pipelayer: I'm drained
gardener: I'm bushed
chef: I'm fried

tailor: I'm worn

AC repairman: I'm exhausted
window-washer: I'm wiped
accountant: I'm spent
soldier: I'm fatigued

trash collector: I'm wasted
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Zucchini lasagna with sausage

Ingredients:

2 large zucchini

1-2 Ibs Italian sausage

1/2 small white onion

3 garlic cloves diced

1 cup diced portabello mushrooms

1 jar marinara sauce

8 oz Italian five cheese

1 large ripe tomato

2 tsp six pepper blend

1/2 tsp red pepper flakes

generous amounts of fresh basil, oregano,
thyme, parsley cleaned and diced

2 tsp olive oil

Fresh basil leaves

Directions

1. pour oil into pan, heat onions until soft

2. add garlic and sausage, cook until browned
3. remove to bowl, add spices, 1/4 marinara, 1/4
cheese, mix by hand

4. slice zucchini lengthwise into 1/4 inch strips
5. place a layer of strips in greased baking dish,
cover with sausage mixture

6. top with layer of mushrooms, thinly sliced

tomatoes, cheese, marinara

7. repeat steps 5 & 6 until materials are all
used except 1/4 cheese

8. bake in preheated 400 degree oven 15 min-
utes

9. top with remaining cheese, return to oven for
5-10 minutes

10. top with fresh basil, serve with garlic bread

269-445-8877

The |
LAKE LIFE

REALTY GROUP

Get a FREE market analys:s'

( 269—445-8877

Paul@ThelakelLife.com

LISTINGS NEEDED!
NOW IS A GREAT TIME

TO LIST YOUR HOME!

Birch Lake homes are

SELLING!

CALL
PAUL DELANO

TODAY
Paul@ThelLakelLife.com




— Camp Tannadoonah —
Camp’s season over

ur camp program for the

summer has come to a close,

and all of our summer staff

have headed home or back to
school. It’s always bittersweet at the end
of the summer, as we are celebrating a
successful year and at the same time
closing things up and sending the last of
the campers and staff home.

Once camp is over, we start a busy
off-season full of events at camp, in-
cluding the church group who is here
for the week right now. We have most
weekends in the fall filled with rentals.
There will be a group from Lakeland
Emergency Health doing a wilderness
medicine training at the end of August.
This is the second year they've been here
to do their training. We also have the
Native American Student association
from Notre Dame coming for a weekend
retreat. They've been coming to camp
every fall for the past eight or so years.
Four weekends are booked for weddings,
up through mid-October.

In mid-October we have a week-long
rental that I think is really interesting.
The tribal police from the Pokagon Band
of Potawatomi will be holding a week-
long search and rescue training, and the
participants and trainers will be staying
at camp for the week.

We run a weekend of Fall Family

Camp in mid-September. If any families
are interested in joining us, it’s a fun,
relaxed weekend for families! We do tra-
ditional camp activities like archery and
crafts, sing camp songs, cook out over the
fire, and have lots of time for families to
do what they choose. They can partici-
pate in as many or as few of the planned
activities as they choose, or just hang
out by the fire, if that’s what they prefer.
Registration will be posted soon.

The last weekend of September is
our third annual Grown Up Camp week-
end — called “A Gathering of Friends.”
This is an all-adult (over 21) event, and
open to everyone who loves camp! You
don’t have to be an alum of Camp T to
participate. We would love to have a big
crowd for the weekend! Registration is
open on our website at tannadoonah.
org/gathering

For the second year in a row, we
have been awarded an Americorps
NCCC (national civilian community
corps) team. A team of eight young
people will be staying at camp for seven
weeks this fall, and helping us with
projects and tasks around the property.
We're sharing the team in a partnership
with Dr. Lawless Park, so they will do
four weeks of service for Camp Fire and
three weeks of service for Lawless. We're
really excited for everything they can

CAMP TANNADOONAH

BEiRCd LRKE

http://tannadoonah.org

help us accomplish!

One last note for this week. We had
an oak tree fall into the lake on the edge
of Camp property in the cove. Several
people have contacted us about this tree,
and we were working on a removal plan,
which would be challenging due to the
size of the tree and the need to stand in
the water while operating the chainsaw.
Our facilities manager, Brenda, also
contacted the Cass County Conservation
District to ask for advice on how to re-
move it without damaging the lily pads.
Pat Boyle at the county conservation
offices advised us that they would prefer
we DO NOT remove the tree. I will share
links to several articles that he sent
us about why we should leave it in the
water. The short version is that it will
help with erosion control and provide
a good habitat for fish. If you have any
questions about the tree, I'd be happy to
discuss.

~Mrs. Amber

Considering selling your lake home or property?

=2 K
M

Dennis

THE DENNIS BAMBER GROUP
LAKE & WATERFRONT SPECIALISTS

Don’t wait!

Here are a few great reasons to put your home on the market.

* Beat the competition * Inventory is at an all time low ¢ Plenty of qualified buyers actively looking
* More people than ever are looking for a second home

Dennis Bamber and his group sold over 100 waterfront and lake
access homes in Michigan and Indiana over the past few years.

Dennis has been a Diamond Lake resident for over 30 years.
Many of the group’s listings sold quickly and over asking price.
Take advantage of their wealth of experience.

-

“Not intended to solicit any properties already listed for sale with another real estate agent.

Cressy&FEverett1

Above. And Beyond.

701 Spruce Street * Dowagiac, MI 49047
RSPS

REAL ESTATE

019 * * * * 09
Cheairman s Cl

574-532-3808

dennisbamber@cressyeverett.com



CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

FOR SALE: lakefront house on Birch Lake. New granite kitchen, new stainless appliances
For Sale: INVACARE Microair 85 hospital bed. Purchased with dishwasher, washer and dryer. Nice pier with big platform. Plenty of parking.
from Alick's Home Medical five years ago for $3,685. Make an offer. Call Bud Z Possible ski, pontoon, row boat, and sailboats available for rent. Sleeps six in
(East shore) 269-476-2526 beds, room for more. Contact Pat McGann call/text 574-532-5377.
For Sale: Walking Chair, new condition, cherry red color. $50. CallBudZ  Interested in a unique fun vacation? Check out our Florida Village
(East shore) 269-476-2526 house at ourhomed4rent.com/cjp Call 574-596-2154 for more info.

FOR RENT: SERVICES:

Birch Cottage 4 Rent: Three bedroom, one bath with tub and shower, | do sewing and mending at fair prices - 2|ppers hemming, small alter-
ations; call Kathy at 476-9317

Classified Advertising FOUND
Found: White plate left at Family Picnic, contact
Classified ads in the Barker are free to BLYC members, Claudia at 574-596-2754

$5/week for everyone else. Send your ad to onlinebarker@
gmail.com or sailorphil@philvitale.com.

Understanding ‘
“Insightful '
Effective™ THK LAw, LLP
Local—
Estate planning
Elder law
Business counsel
Mediation
Litigation

Cassopolis | South Bend | Elkhart
269.445.1818 | thklaw.com

Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.

VOTED NILES Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

BUSINESS OF
THE YEAR! Let Us Show You Why We Were

Voted Business Of The Year!

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING

® Licensed Plumbers

® Drug-Free Employees

® Criminal Background Checked Employees

@® No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done

® 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

® True 24-Hour Emergency Service

® Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”

@ Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms | MINUTE

® Longest Warranties in the Business

® Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee
During Business Hours ol ACCREDITED

—— BUSINESS
BBB.

Emergency

® Bonus — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

2400 N 5th @ Niles, Mi

269-687-7192 nies m
o= @ 8 - EB 866-751-1470 7 reo

&= " @8 Major Credit Cards Accepted

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net



HOW TO BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR

Dig in and make us proud!

Anyone can help out with projects at Birch Lake ...
or even without a project! Just go on out and dig in ....

clean something up, fix something that needs fixing,
make the community one we can all be proud to live in!

This message is brought to you by the Homeowners Association of Birch Lake

2023 BLYC OFFICERS & DIRECTORS

BLYC OFFICERS

Deb Hall (C).......coccoocerrvvrvccrrenn Commodore
219-765-8691 ................. debbershall@gmail.com
Sue Davis ..........cooeenee. Vice Commodore
574-993-6031 ......cocveueeienne eyesnd76@gmail.com
Deb Spratt (N)..............ccc.... Treasurer (N)

............................................. debspratt@comcast.net
Mike Sheffieck, Secretary (W)......................

708-220-1506 ............. mcsheffieck@gmail.com
Steve Frew, Fleet Captain (E).... 708-285-2999
stephenbfrew@gmail.com

BLYC Directors

Angela Bergan (E) .......cccooeeeiccienennns 561-603-5522
berganfsu@aol.com

Dave Carroll (W) ......coovmeeieccrnennns 574-850-8359
carrolldavid39@gmail.com

Barb Cassady (E).....c.cccovveeuiicininennns 574-229-9815

barbcassady49@gmail.com

Ed Chester (E)......cccovvieeeiinnrreceens 476-1010
ed@chesterlawoffice.com

Karen Curtis-Miller (E) ........c.cccevvuene. 574-261-6712
krcurtismiller@gmail.com

Bernie Garceau...........ccceeeeinenrniniccens 476-9862
bgarceau@norcoind.com

P. Com. Pat McGann (E)......c.ccceeuu... 574-532-5377
pat@mcgannhay.com

Laura Pence (E).......c.coeueneee. Ipence3@gmail.com
Sarah Petty (N)......cccoovrrnneicieinnene 574-274-9202
sarahkpetty@gmail.com

Claudia Phipps (N).......cccovneeerennennenenes i476-7073
claudia2154@gmail.com

Vickie ROGers (C)......ccocevrvenrneevererccrenene 476-2383
tvrogers@frontier.com

Rick Russwurm (N)........cocvvrenieeucrnennens 476-2407
paramountp@aol.com

Scott Troeger (E).......cccovmreerecrenenninennes 476-9898
scott.troeger@btlaw.com

Phil Vitale (E)....c.cocoveeiieinnnecccene 476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com
or onlinebarker@gmail.com

Sandy Vitale (E) ......cooeveverereneeceeerirnenenes 476-1680
sv6102@gmail.com

Dan Waxman (E), ....cccovureeuemeeerenenierennes 317-506-1680
DWaxman@versiti.org

Denny Weesner (S) ......ccccccevevvrunnnee 219-765-8602
dkwees@cs.com

Sue WIlliams (S)......cccevrrreecirniiereene 476-8886

smwilliams226@gmail.com

OTHER ATTENDEES
Paul Fallon (E) ........... Chairman, Water Quality
476-1467 ... pauljfallon49@gmail.com
Blair Garceau (E).......... Chairman, Homeowners
476-9862........cocoereeeeveciene blairgarceau@gmail.com

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB

PAY YOUR

DUES NOW!

Support the BLYC, support our Lake, support our Community!

- BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

- BLYC Associate Member* Dues ($10/ year)
*Associate membership is available to current associate members
and for non-lake residents who wish to support the BLYC

WATER QUALITY/INVASIVE SPECIES

FIREWORKS FUND

TOTAL CONTRIBUTION:

Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

Building Improvement Fund

Safety Committee

Other non-party related expenses

BLYC Roof Fund
- BLYC AED Fund

- Misc.

Make checks payable to

BLYC

and mail to Deb Spratt, Treasurer
18100 Farmington Hills Dr.
South Bend, IN 46637

Now you can go online at HTTP:/BIRCHLAKEYACHTCLUB.COM to pay your dues




SUN
SHADE

AWNING

Retractable
Awnings
for Decks

and Patios

Roll Up Curtains for Screened Porches
I[ElexshadelVotorizedlZiplSystemlScreens;

FOR SHADE & PRIKWVACY . :
< =% DbBoat Covers

and Tops

Aluminum
Awnings

Contact Mark at 269-244-5307

markbidelman@comceast.net

12291 Bidelman Road
Three Rivers, MI 49093 @WI}HEES

www.SunandShadeAwning.com




