
The rain could not keep the crowd 
away last Saturday for the annu-
al Corn & Sausage Roast at the 

Yacht Club.  Between chicken, brats, hot 
dogs with several sides, and the deli-
cious corn on the cob, you could not have 
walked away hungry.  A huge thank you 
to Blair and Bernie Garceau, Vickie and 
Tom Rogers, and Mike and Julie 
Sheffieck for chairing this event, and to 
all of their helpers.  It was a fun evening 
for eating a good meal and enjoying 
friends and neighbors.
	 The Don Hartman Kidz Regatta is 
this Saturday at the home of Bob and 
Leslie King on the North shore.  See 
inside this issue of the Barker for all of 
the details.
	 WANTED:  Birch Lake residents to 
attend the annual BLYC Fall Dinner.  
Vice Commodore Sue Davis has planned 
a tasty menu and a fun evening with a 
prize awarded to the “Best Dressed 
Cowboy or Cowgirl” so dig out your boots 

and your western attire and giddy-up to 
the Yacht Club on Saturday August 26 
for a great evening.  Everything you 
need to know about this event is in this 
issue of the Barker.
	 I know that it is over a month away, 
but the Crockpot Challenge will be held 
at the Yacht Club on Saturday 
September 30.  The lake community is 
home to some amazing cooks and this 
event showcases their talent for prepar-
ing hearty crock pot meals.  Enter a reci-
pe and bring an appetite as you will not 
be disappointed.
	 This week, become a role model to a 
child, be kind to the elderly, practice 
safety on the water, if you haven’t 
already done so pay your dues, and 
remember, the sun always shines on 
Birch Lake, even on a cloudy day.  

~Commodore Deb

The Birch Barker will consider ads and editorial items for publication.  E-mail items to onlinebarker@gmail.com, mail them (or put them in the stone mailbox to)   
63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore).  For editorial contact Editor Phil at onlinebarker@gmail.com, or at 476-1680 (no text).  For delivery concerns 

contact Ron Niezgodski, birchbass1@gmail.com or 476-9317. For all other matters contact Commodore Deb Hall, at  debber-
shall@gmail.com or 219-765-8691. DEADLINE is always Noon on the Tuesday of the week before the publication.

Aug. 12 - Don Harman Kidz 
   Regatta, Kings’, north shore, 1-3 pm
Aug. 26  Fall Dinner & BLYC 
   Annual Meeting, , details tba
Aug. 26 Junior Sunfish Fleet races, 11 am
Sept 2, 3 Labor Day Regatta, 
   (Sept 4 rain date), 11 am
Sept. 9 Sailing awards 
  luncheon, Frew’s house (east side)
Sept. 30 Crockpot challenge, 
   details inside

BLYC Board Meetings
Aug. 5, Sept. 9

BLYC Board meetings begin at 9 am, 
and are open to all lake residents

2023
Birch Lake Calendar

BLYC, Facebook and other social media
	 The Birch Lake Yacht Club DOES NOT have a Facebook page nor is it participating in any form 
of social media.  If you see Birch Lake Yacht Club information on any social media, the information 
has not been provided, checked or approved by the BLYC, and may be incorrect or misleading. If you 
have questions or concerns, please check http://www.philvitale.com/Barker/BirchBarker.htm, or con-
tact any BLYC director or officer (see “officer and director” information in any edition of the Barker).

T h e  o f f i c i a l  s u m m e r  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e
B i r c h  L a k e  Y a c h t  C l u b

Aug. 12,
2023

The
Weekend

Of 

http://www.philvitale.com/Barker/BirchBarker.htm

Commodore’s 
Comments

Quinton Crossetti, Joanna and Bruce Scholes were here for a long visit with their grandparents, Jill and Ray Scholes  (south 
side).  Fun and chaos reigned supreme.   



New “Slow Down” signs available
	 New “Slow Down” signs are now 
available, courtesy of the Homeowner’s 
Association. If your road area could use 
one contact Blair Garceau (476-9862). 
People are saying they are noticing the 
new signs, hopefully everyone will and 
heed the message. Please slow down, 
there are many people, animals and 
vehicles that have to share our roads.

Annual Don Harman Kidz Regatta
	 Ahoy Kids:  The annual Don Harman 
Kidz Regatta is at the Kings (North shore) 
from 1-3pm Saturday, Aug. 12.  This gath-
ering will happen regardless of the weather 
(rain, shine or wind).  Please remember 
to bring a PFD (life jacket).  There will be 
a brief class on how to tie a few nautical 
knots.  Ex: the Clove Hitch is used to at-
tach the Sunfish halyard to the upper spar, 
etc.  We are serving punch, cookies and 
possibly some healthy alternatives.  Let’s 
Regatta!

~Bob King, MC 1199

Crockpot Challenge
	 The 2023 Crockpot Challenge will 
be September 30 at the BLYC. Again 
there will be two categories: Savory and 
Sweet. Prizes will be given for each cate-
gory.  
	 Entries will allowed in at 5:30 pm. 
Tasting will begin at 6. 

— Birch Lake Notes —
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“Promise of Quality

M-60 E
Cassopolis

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008

“available”

  Ready - Set - Medicare!Ready - Set - Medicare!
Turning 65?  I Can Help!
PMedicare Advantage
PMedicare  Supplement
PPrescription Drug Plans
PMultiple Insurance Companies

I CAN HELP! I CAN HELP! 
New to Medicare? Free Consultation!New to Medicare? Free Consultation!

Medicare Medicare // Health / Small Group  Health / Small Group // Life / Supplemental Life / Supplemental

TO DO LIST!
¢ Call Ashly 3 months 
before turning 65 to 
discuss your enroll-
ment in Medicare Parts 
A & B
¢ Avoid Penalties! If 
over 65, ask employer 
for proof of insurance.
¢ Watch for your new 
Medicare card to arrive 
in the mail.

Keep This List!
Ashly Connaughton

Licensed Insurance Agent
(269) 312-1410
awelch@HealthMarkets.com

Let’s Talk!  Over-the-phone 
appointments welcome! 

No cost!
No obligation! 803 CR 6 East, Suite B, Elkhart, IN 46514

Birch Lake Yacht Club 
WATER QUALITY 
CONTRIBUTIONS 

Contribute now with a click at:
https://store.birchlakeyachtclub.com

To donate for WATER QUALITY or any 
BLYC activity or event, use the form in the back of 

this week’s Barker or visit the website above

TO DATETO DATE

54%54%**
PERCENT
 OF BIRCH 

LAKE HOMES 
(130 HOMES) 

HAVE DO-
NATED TO 

THE WATER 
QUALITY 

FUND

We’ve got
a long way

to go!

$119.23$119.23
AVERAGE 
AMOUNT 

PROVIDED 
PER BIRCH 

LAKE 
HOUSEHOLD 

TO DATE
(UPDATED 

Aug 4)

*percentage 
and average 

based on 
234 homes

GOAL GOAL 
100%100%

Birch Lake Yacht Club 
FIREWORKS FUND 

Our goal for 2024 is  
$15,775  

Contribute now with a click at:
https://store.birchlakeyachtclub.com

Updated
Aug 4, 2023

$15,775GOAL

$2,321

To donate for 
FIREWORKS 

or any BLYC activi-
ty or event, use the 
form in the back of 
this week’s Barker 
or visit the website 

above



	 There will be a basket raffle, and 
50/50 drawing to benefit our Water 
Quality. 
	 This year, we will again sponsor a 
food drive for the Food Bank of Cass 
County. Please contribute with non-per-
ishable foods. Let’s help our community!

The Printed Birch Barker
	 The Birch Barker is delivered to all 
of the homes on Birch Lake each week 
and is online at http://www.philvi-
tale.com/Barker/BirchBarker.htm.
	 To submit items for publication, 
email sailorphil@philvitale.com or 
onlinebarker@gmail.com, or mail (or 
deposit items) at 63174 Birch Rd. (East 
side), Vandalia, MI 49095. To contact 
the editor, email onlinebarker@gmail.
com or sailorphil@philvitale.com, or 
phone 269-476-1680 (no texts).
	 For advertising rates visit http://
www.philvitale.com/Barker/BirchBarker.
htm. Contact Phil Vitale (see contact 
info at the bottom of Page 1) for addi-
tional information or to buy an ad.  
Deadline for any week’s paper is noon on 
Tuesday prior to publication.  

Yacht Club building use
	 For information on the rules and 
requirements, and to make arrange-
ments to use the BLYC building (to use 
the building you must have been a 
BLYC member for at least two years), 
contact Sandy Vitale at 269-476-1680 or 

269-858-8184 (call or text), or send her 
an email at sv6102@gmail.com.

— Birch Lake Notes —

Satori Guest House
11979 M60

Jones, MI 49061
airbnb.com/h/satoriguesthouse

Satori Guest Cottage
11987 M60

Jones, MI 49061
airbnb.com/h/satoricottage

Only 7 minutes away from 
Swiss Valley Ski Lodge.

Owners – Kevin & Buffy Mallo
“All the little touches matter”

*Both properties are adjacent to 
each other and may be rented 

together for larger parties.

Come check out our new and used boat inventory today! New and Come check out our new and used boat inventory today! New and 
Used Avalon pontoons are available for you to view, Moomba and Used Avalon pontoons are available for you to view, Moomba and 

Supra boats are always exciting to check out, Mercury motors, Supra boats are always exciting to check out, Mercury motors, 
marine parts, boat accessories, and a variety of docks and lifts are marine parts, boat accessories, and a variety of docks and lifts are 

all in stock. We also store hundreds of boats each year so we’re all in stock. We also store hundreds of boats each year so we’re 
sure to have something for every boater’s needssure to have something for every boater’s needs

Barker delivery
	 The Cassopolis Post Office has 
contacted us about the Barker being 
delivered via US Mail mailboxes, 
warning us that delivery of any items 
that do not have postage to mailboxes 
is illegal, and that if we continue 
using mail boxes, we will be fined.  
	 Some lake residents have told 
carriers they do not want Barkers pil-
ing up in doors, as it gives the look of 
an empty home and increases the pos-
sibility of a break-in. Nonetheless, the 
delivery team has been instructed to 
NOT deliver in or on mailboxes, but 
to find an alternative.
	 Pictured is one of the alternatives 
... Claude Petit (south side) construct-
ed a special box for his Barker deliver 
and put a French name on it ... other 
residents have used PVC pipe deliv-
ery tubes and zip tied them to their 
mailbox posts.
	 If you would like to arrange an 

alternative place for delivery (see 
photo of Levy mailbox), contact Ron 
at 476-9317).  If you do not wish to 
have the Barker delivered at all, 
email birchbass1@gmail.com or call 
Ron Niezgodski at 476-9317.

DeYoung’s Bird Sanctuary 
on the west side ... 

photo by Buzz Rasmussen



— Corn & Sausage —
	 Last Saturday’s Corn & Sausage 
Roast delighted more than 150 of our 
lake neighbors and friends.  The crowd 
was treated to delicious roasted corn 
from a farm on CR2 in Granger (many 
called it the best they have had this 
year!), perfectly grilled brats from Mills 
Market in Zimmyville, hot dogs and 
chicken breasts.  The rest of the menu 
included coleslaw, potato salad, green 
beans, baked beans, cookies, watermel-
on, lemonade and iced tea.  No one went 
home hungry!  
	 THANK YOU to the hard-working 
and friendly crew members who made 
this event a big success, led by Blair and 
Bernie Garceau, Vickie and Cornmaster 
Tom Rogers, Andy and Lori Snider, Matt 
and Amy Kocielski, Terry and Dave Car-
roll, Barb and Tom Cassady, Vic Jones, 
Sue Williams, Karen Brovold, Everett 
and Calvin Schlemmer, Cam Butler, 
Dan Waxman, Bill Luecht, John Luecht, 
Claudia Phipps, Steve Plaia, Denise and 
Jeff Smitley, Patti and Rick Russwurm, 
Bob Waddle and Mike Sheffieck.  Great 
job, Everyone!
	 This event only happens once a year 
– hope to see you in 2024!

2023 Corn & Sausage Roast – Thank You!



— Barker Kid of the Week —

Barker Kids of the Week

Want your kid to be a Barker Kid of the Week?  Mail (or 
drop off) your photo (with a SASE if you want it back) 
to Birch Barker, 63174 Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI 49095 or 
email me at  Sailorphil@PhilVitale.com or Onlinebark-

er@gmail.com ... no texts!

Straight Talk. Sound Advice.

1stsource.com  |  Member FDIC

Insurance products and annuities are not insured by the FDIC; are not 
deposits or obligations of, or guaranteed by 1st Source Bank; and may involve 
investment risk, including loss of value. 1st Source Insurance, Inc. is a wholly 

owned affiliate of 1st Source Bank.

Joseph Davis, grandson of Vice Com-
modore Sue Davis (east side), sport-
ing a Bad Patty tribute flamingo, shirt 
on his recent visit to Birch Lake.

Bob Bender (Cove) hosted 7 buddies who met in Au-
gust 1977 for the first week of college (pledge broth-
ers in a fraternity). Furthest came from San Diego and 
Dallas.

Unicorns?
Vitales’ grand-
children, Aley 
and Dominic 

Vitale-Richards 
doing the unicorn 
thing at the Corn 
& Sausage Roast 

last Saturday.

Cousins Ella and Aria 
Frew from Hong Kong and 
Quinny Cash from Chicago 
enjoying Birch Lake. Grand-
children of Steve and Jackie 
Frew (East side).



NOW HIRING FULL AND PART TIME POSITIONS Pat McGann, Birch Lake Resident, East Side

Fleet Captain’s Corner

	 Last Sunday morning the rain finally 
stopped.  There were low gray clouds, mist 
in the air, and only the northwest quadrant 
of the lake caught the wind from the east. 
But Tom Cassady and Vic Jones were able 
to set a short course in that area, and our 
intrepid sailors ventured forth.  We had a 
nice turnout of 5 MC’s and 5 Sunfish.  The 
wind was good during the first race, as well 
as the first part of the second race.  Then 
the wind tapered off, and the sailboats 
slowed to a crawl on calm water.  
	 One MC sailor was inching towards 
the finish line, when a pontoon boat towing 
a tube with kids on it came right through 
the race course and headed straight for the 
finish line area at a pretty good clip.  But 
our ever-alert Committee Boat Captain 
Ron Niezgodski got their attention and 
warned them away. Thank you Captain 
Ron, as well as your crew of Bill Butler, 
Karen Brovold, and Tory Troeger!  
	 Well, we all make mistakes.  I don’t 
know who was on the pontoon boat, but 
they immediately heeded Captain Ron, 
and corrected their mistake by stopping 
and courteously exiting the area at a slow 
speed, so thank you for that, friends on the 
pontoon boat!
	 Just a reminder:  We sail on Sundays 
and holiday weekends, starting mostly at 
11 am, but possibly as late as 1 pm if nec-
essary because of wind.  Please look out for 
us, and we’ll look out for you!  Thank you!

	 All sailors managed to get across the 
finish line and complete the second race 
before the wind stopped completely.  At 
that point, Tom and Vic sprang back into 
action as a Rescue Boat, towing becalmed 
sailors (including me) back to their home 
ports.  Thank you Tom and Vic!  
	 As you can see in the race results, 
Scott Troeger won both races in the MC 
Fleet, and recaptured a narrow lead in the 
season point average.  Barb Cassady and 
Bill Luecht each 
scored a second place 
finish, and Bill Lu-
echt and Phil Vitale 
grabbed the third 
place spots.  And as a 
bonus, it was great to 
see Phil Vitale bring 
his young grand-
daughter Aley out 
racing!
	 In the Sunfish 
Fleet, Bob Niezgods-
ki made a statement 
by going 1-2, match-
ing perennial favorite 
Rick Russwurm who 
went 2-1. Both third 
place finishes went to 
Bob King, who was 
sailing in the Sunfish 
fleet this weekend-
-he is a rare sailor 

who sails well in both of our fleets.
	 Bob Niezgodski has been under the 
masterful sailing tutelage of Bob King for 
some time, and it’s obviously paying off.  
So kids, please take note, and head over to 
Bob and Leslie King’s house on Saturday, 
August 12 at 1:00 to get yourself some of 
Bob King’s sailing mojo at the Don Harman 
Kidz Regatta!

~FC Steve

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville

on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

Welcome to Jaywalker
WWhheetthheerr iitt''ss aa ffoorrmmaall ddiinnnneerr oorr ssiimmppllyy hhaannggiinngg oouutt wwiitthh

ffrriieennddss,, wwee mmaakkee iitt oouurr mmiissssiioonn ttoo pprroovviiddee oouurr ccuussttoommeerrss wwiitthh
aa ggrreeaatt ddiinniinngg eexxppeerriieennccee aatt aann aaffffoorrddaabbllee pprriiccee.. 

SSttoopp iinn aannyyttiimmee,, oorr ggiivvee uuss aa ccaallll ttoo mmaakkee rreesseerrvvaattiioonnss..

Daily
Specials

Happy Hour
Tues-Fri

Closed
Mondays

Call for
reservationsConveniently located close to Birch Lake!

Open for Lunch and Dinner
Located on the beautiful St. Joseph River

10188 US 12, Mottville

We got to sail at last!  Hooray!



Serving you forServing you for
over 30 years!over 30 years!

Birch Lake Sailing
BLYC sailing results & season standings

Date......................................... 8/8/2023...........8/8/2023................... Total .............................Point.......................... Races...............................%
Race..............................................13.....................14.......................Points..........................Average......................Finished.................. Finished

MC Scow/Sailor.............................................................................................................. Total MC Races=>.............14
Scott Troeger  #1489.....................1.......................1........................21847........................... 1560.5............................14...............................100
Barb Cassady #2506....................2.......................5........................21545.......................... 1538.92...........................14...............................100
Patrick Welch #1979..................DNS.................DNS.....................12702.......................... 1411.33............................9.................................. 64
Bill Luecht  #1579..........................3.......................2........................15142.......................... 1376.54...........................11................................. 78
Phil Vitale  #500.............................4.......................3........................17811.......................... 1370.07...........................13................................. 92
Sandy Vitale #2159....................DNS.................DNS.....................13412.......................... 1219.27...........................11................................. 78
Steve Frew #656...........................5.......................4........................16081.............................1237..............................12................................. 85
Bob King  #1199.........................DNS.................DNS......................8514..............................1419...............................6.................................. 42
Amber Grundy #1173.................DNS.................DNS......................3606..............................1202...............................3.................................. 21

Sunfish/Sailor.................................................................................................................. Sunfish races =>............. 12
Rick Russwurm.............................2.......................1........................21697.......................... 1549.78...........................14...............................100
Stewart Spratt.............................DNS.................DNS......................9363............................ 1560.5.............................6.................................. 42
Pat McGann................................DNS.................DNS.....................16973.......................... 1414.41...........................12................................. 85
Bob Niezgodski.............................1.......................2........................17910.......................... 1377.69...........................13................................. 92
Herb Cleveland..............................4.......................4.........................9512........................... 1358.85............................7.................................. 50
Camille Butler................................5.......................5........................18093.......................... 1292.35...........................14...............................100
Amy Troeger...............................DNS.................DNS......................7299............................ 1459.8.............................5.................................. 35
Bill Butler.....................................DNS.................DNS.........................0....................................0..................................3.................................. 21
Pete Soldato...............................DNS.................DNS......................3121............................ 1560.5.............................2.................................. 14
Bob King........................................3.......................3.........................2888..............................1444...............................2.................................. 14

DNS (Did Not Sail) does not count against season score, however sailor must complete 2/3 of races to qualify for season
DNF (Did Not Finish) DSQ (Disqualified) scores as last place (if 5 boats started the race, you will be scored as 5th place).
DNF, DSQ not counted toward minimum number of races needed
CB - sailor who serves on Committee Boat receives their season average place as of that date - counted toward season total.
Season Points are awarded on Square of 40 system (1st = 40 squared = 1600, 2nd = 39 squared, etc.)
Season Place = total season points/number of races attempted
Crew - Counted toward completed races, Points go to skipper of boat



The Birch Lake Water Quality 
Committee started the Purple 
Loosestrife Management Pro-

gram in 2000. The Program has been 
very effective. In 2000 we had 10 sites 
located on all shores of the lake, some of 
which were very dense. We continue to 
monitor for Purple Loosestrife each year 
and remove the plants that we find. The 
Plants bloom from late June / early July 
until about the end of August. In early 
September they begin to drop their dried 
seeds. Hopefully all blooming plants 
have been removed by this time to pre-
vent future growth next season.
	 If you see, or suspect you see the 
plant, please call Bruce Wagner, our Wa-
ter Quality committee Purple Loosestrife 
Specialist (Cottage 269-476-2090 or Cell 
574-286-7183) or any member of the Wa-
ter Quality Committee to have it checked 
out. 
	 So far this year, Purple Loosestrife 
was located at one site. 
What is it?
	 Purple Loosestrife is a plant that 
was accidentally introduced to the 
United States and distributed as an 
ornamental. It is most easily identified 
during the flowering season. This spiked-
shaped purple pinkish flower can be seen 
above the water level in ditches, streams, 
rivers, lakes and other moist shallow wa-

ter sites. This plant is an upright hardy 
perennial four to eight feet tall and most 
often found in groups. 
Effects:
	 Purple Loosestrife invades marshes, 
ditches and lakeshores quickly replacing 
native wetland plants. These plants form 
dense stands that wildlife cannot use for 
food or cover.
Spread:
	 Purple Loosestrife will grow from 
the roots of an established plant, how-
ever the plants spread mainly by seed. 
Having up to 300,000 per stalk, these 
tiny seeds can live in the soil and water 
for many years and can be transported 
great distances by humans, animals and 
water.
Management (Eradication)
	 Once the plant becomes easily 
evident (in mid-July) but before it goes 
to seed (in early September), Special-
ist Wagner will slowly tour the lake in 
his pontoon boat and with binoculars 
searching for purple loosestrife, usually 
about four times per season. You will 
recognize his pontoon boat by the Purple 
Loosestrife banner hanging on the side. 
If seen, he will later return from shore 
in waders and pull each plant (by its 
roots), bag and properly dispose of it and 
the Water Quality Committee will be 
notified of the plant’s location.

	 If you are interested in helping, 
please give Bruce a call. The more the 
merrier!
	 To see what it looks like just enter 
Purple Loosestrife Michigan in your 
browser. 

The Six Commandments 
of Birch Lake Water Quality

I.  Thou shalt prevent the spread of  Aquatic 
Invasive Species (AIS).
II.  Thou shalt minimize surface runoff.
III. Thou shalt minimize the effects of waves.
IV. Thou shalt protect and expand   Natural 
Shorelines.
V. Thou shalt not allow phosphorus, nutrients, 
and other undesirable chemical elements to 
enter our  lake.
VI. Thou shalt remain informed and active about 
other Water Quality  issues

— Water Quality Report —

Home watch/property checks
Summer home opening

Closing/winterizing
Maintenance

Repairs
Small projects

Short term vacation rental 
Maintenance services

Infinity Home Services, LLC
269-259-1127
jim@infinitymichiana.com

http://www.infinitymichiana.com

Jus
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n 
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ad

69608 Sunset Blvd	 Zimmyville (Union), Michigan

ZIMMY’S TAVERN
(269) 641-5317

http://www.zimmystavern.com

Normally Open 
7 days/wk

11 am to Midnight

music, cold beer, 

lots of fun!
Daily food

specials, 

Carry Outs available

PRINTING,
MARKETING &
SIGN SERVICES
CUSTOM SOLUTIONS
& DESIGNS

ELKHART & SOUTH BEND

Purple Loosestrife on Birch Lake



Birch Lake Items of Interests

© thewordsearch.com
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The Moon this Saturday
(At Midnight, US Central time, viewed from the Birch Lake) 

Illuminated Fraction: 0.085
3.1 days before new moon
SUNRISE: 06:46:10 AM
SUNSET:  20:47:53 PM

MOONRISE:  02:43:33 AM
MOONSET: 19:07:20 PM

DAYLIGHT HOURS: 14 Hr 01 Min 42 Sec

YOGA at the YACHT CLUB
n 9 -10:15 am August 12, 17, 
19, 24, 31
n $5 for water quality
n Most Thursdays and some 
Saturdays
Bring: 
n yoga mat, two beach
n towels or blankets for 
Yoga Nidra Shavasana (the 
YC is cold & cold floor, body 
temp will drop)
n A pillow or two for under 
the knees and head
n An eye pillow or scarf to 
block light

This beautiful poster is on sale this summer for $25 while supplies last. It 
measures approximately 23” X 35″, and would be a great addition to your 
home. The proceeds will be used for needed improvements to the yacht 
club building. Posters may be purchased through Becky Wiseman, 14910 
Birch Lakeshore Drive (south side) on Saturday and Sunday from 11 am 
to 1 pm.  Make checks payable to BLYC. 

Editor’s note: The poster was produced from a painting by former 
Birch Lake resident and artist Coy Jankowski.

An accounting practice serving 
southwestern Michigan for over 

60 years specializing in 
small business accounting

We offer A free no-obligation discussion about your business 
requirements, competitive pricing,personal account manager, 
corporate & personal tax prep, tax planning/tax representa-
tion, full-service payroll, affordable time keeping solutions, 

financial analysis, pay-as-you-go Workers’ Comp Insurance

Tax planning
Need assistance with your tax planning? Don’t we all! We can 
help you plan for your taxes before your business is even off 

the ground

Bookkeeping/Financial Statement Compilation
Depending on your needs, we can do your bookkeeping for 

you or we can teach you how to accurately keep records

Company Structure
Let us help you decide what the best organization is for you

Federal and State Forms
We’ll help you apply for all the tax IDs and forms you need

Tri-County Bookkeepers & CPAs
2525  Lake Pine Dr., Suite A

Saint Joseph, MI 49085

269-926-2191



Birch Barker Funnies



~Birch Lake Recipes~
Provided Exclusively to the Birch Barker from Mrs. Ima Foodnudge

Cheddar bacon hamburgers

A great and easy way to add some 
flavor to your hamburgers!

Prep Time: 5 mins
Cook Time: 15 mins
Total Time: 20 mins

Servings: 4

Ingredients
•	 1 pound ground beef
•	 ½ cup shredded Cheddar cheese
•	 2 tablespoons prepared horseradish
•	 ½ teaspoon salt
•	 ½ teaspoon pepper
•	 ½ teaspoon garlic powder
•	 ½ cup real bacon bits
•	 4 hamburger buns

Directions
1.	 Preheat grill for high heat.
2.	 In a large bowl, mix together the ground 
beef, Cheddar cheese, horseradish, salt, pepper, 
garlic powder, and bacon bits using your hands. 
Shape the mixture into 4 hamburger patties.

3.	 Lightly oil the grill grate. Place hamburger 
patties on the grill, and cook for 5 minutes per 
side, or until well done. Serve on buns.

269-445-8877

NOW IS A GREAT TIME 
TO LIST YOUR HOME!

Birch Lake homes are

SELLING!
CALL

PAUL DELANO

TODAY
269-445-8877	 Paul@TheLakeLife.com

LISTINGS NEEDED!



Don’t forget to come out Friday 
night around 9pm to see our 
candlelight serenade at the 
waterfront! As campers come 

down the stairs carrying their candles, 
you’ll hear them singing a song called 
Follow the Gleam. We sing it over, and 
over, and over as we proceed from the 
top of the stairs down to the lake. Once 
we get to the lake, the campers and staff 
will line up around the dock and place 
their candles in the water. If you’ve 
never come out for the serenade, it really 
is worth it! 

Follow the Gleam

To the campers in days of old
Keeping watch o’er Tannadoonah’s 
heights
Came the gleam of a tiny candle
Lighting the black darkness of the night

Follow, follow, follow the gleam
Campers wish, throughout the world
Follow, follow, follow the gleam 
Of a Tannadoonah light

	 It’s officially the last week of camp, 
and our campers will be heading home 
on Saturday morning. Once the campers 
check out, staff will have a quick lunch 
(cleaning out all the leftovers, hopeful-

ly!), and then start cleaning, organizing, 
inventorying, and closing up program 
areas. We’ll clean cabins, the shower 
house, the kitchen, and get everything 
ready for the fall. 
	 Once everything has been cleaned 
and inspected by the leadership staff, 
we’ll have a staff dinner together and 
watch a slideshow of photos from the 
summer. Most of the staff spend the 
night one more time, and then head 
home in the morning on Sunday. 
	 On Sunday afternoon we have the 
staff for a rental group arriving, and 
they will be using camp for the following 
week. The rental is called “Village Up 
North,” and it’s a church group from 
Livonia, Michigan. They’ve been coming 
to camp for about 5 years now to run 
their own camp program for a week. 
They staff their own program all week, 
with the exception of waterfront. I’ll be 
lifeguarding for them each afternoon 
for a few hours, and they swim, canoe, 
kayak, and fish. 
	 The group is from the Saint Mary’s 
Orthodox Basilica in Livonia, and 
they also do church services and other 
religious ceremonies throughout the 
week, so it’s definitely very different sort 
of camp week than what we’re used to! 
They’re also very loud and enthusiastic, 
so you’ll probably hear them singing, 

cheering, shouting, and laughing up here 
on the hill. Their campers arrive on a 
bus on Monday afternoon, and the coun-
selors line the driveway, cheering and 
playing music to welcome them to camp. 
	 Hope you all have a wonderful 
weekend at the lake, and don’t forget to 
come out Friday night around 9! 
. 

  ~Mrs. Amber

— Camp Tannadoonah —
Last week; camp’s over



FOR SALE:
For Sale: INVACARE Microair 85 hospital bed. Purchased 
from Alick’s Home Medical five years ago for $3,685. Make an offer.  Call Bud Z 
(East shore) 269-476-2526

For Sale: Walking Chair, new condition, cherry red color.  $50.  Call Bud Z 
(East shore) 269-476-2526

FOUND 
Found: White plate left at Family Picnic, contact Claudia at 
574-596-2754

FREE
Free Sunfish. Needs repair. Text or call 616-272-
9046.  

SERVICES:
I do sewing and mending at fair prices - zippers, hemming, small alter-
ations; call Kathy at 476-9317

FOR RENT:
Birch Cottage 4 Rent: Three bedroom, one bath with tub and shower, 
lakefront house on Birch Lake. New granite kitchen, new stainless appliances 
with dishwasher, washer and dryer. Nice pier with big platform.  Plenty of parking.  
Possible ski, pontoon, row boat, and sailboats available for rent. Sleeps six in 
beds, room for more.  Contact Pat McGann call/text 574-532-5377.  

Interested in a unique fun vacation? Check out our Florida Village 
house at ourhome4rent.com/cjp Call 574-596-2154 for more info.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.
VOTED NILES
BUSINESS OF

THE YEAR! Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year! 

2400 N 5th ● Niles, MI
269-687-7192 Niles, MI

866-751-1470 Toll Free

After Hours
Emergency
Service

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
● Licensed Plumbers 
● Drug-Free Employees 
● Criminal Background Checked Employees 
● No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done 
● 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
● True 24-Hour Emergency Service 
● Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”
● Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms 
● Longest Warranties in the Business    
● Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee 

During Business Hours

● Bonus  — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

wwwwwwaaddvvaannttaaggeepplluummbbiinnggiinncc..nneett

Major Credit Cards Accepted

®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Classified Advertising 
Classified ads in the Barker are free to BLYC members, 

$5/week for everyone else.   Send your ad to onlinebarker@
gmail.com or sailorphil@philvitale.com.  



BLYC OFFICERS 
Deb Hall (C)............................................Commodore
219-765-8691	�����������������debbershall@gmail.com
Sue Davis	����������������������������Vice Commodore
574-993-6031	�����������������������eyesnd76@gmail.com
Deb Spratt (N)............................Treasurer (N)
.............................................debspratt@comcast.net
Mike Sheffieck, Secretary (W)	����������������������
708-220-1506.............. mcsheffieck@gmail.com
Steve Frew, Fleet Captain (E)...... 708-285-2999

stephenbfrew@gmail.com

BLYC Directors 
Angela Bergan (E)..............................561-603-5522

berganfsu@aol.com
Dave Carroll (W)	��������������������������������574-850-8359

carrolldavid39@gmail.com
Barb Cassady (E)	�������������������������������574-229-9815

barbcassady49@gmail.com 

Ed Chester (E)	������������������������������������������� 476-1010
ed@chesterlawoffice.com

Karen Curtis-Miller (E)........................574-261-6712 
krcurtismiller@gmail.com

Bernie Garceau.......................................... 476-9862
bgarceau@norcoind.com

P. Com. Pat McGann (E)	�������������������574-532-5377
pat@mcgannhay.com

Laura Pence (E)	��������������������lpence3@gmail.com
Sarah Petty (N)	�����������������������������������574-274-9202

sarahkpetty@gmail.com
Claudia Phipps (N).....................................i476-7073

claudia2154@gmail.com 
Vickie Rogers (C).......................................476-2383

tvrogers@frontier.com
Rick Russwurm (N)....................................476-2407

paramountp@aol.com
Scott Troeger (E)........................................476-9898

scott.troeger@btlaw.com

Phil Vitale (E)............................................476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com

or onlinebarker@gmail.com
Sandy Vitale (E)......................................... 476-1680

sv6102@gmail.com
Dan Waxman (E),.....................................317-506-1680

DWaxman@versiti.org
Denny Weesner (S)............................219-765-8602

dkwees@cs.com 
Sue Williams (S)	����������������������������������������476-8886

smwilliams226@gmail.com

OTHER ATTENDEES
Paul Fallon (E)................... Chairman, Water Quality
476-1467........................pauljfallon49@gmail.com
Blair Garceau (E)..............Chairman, Homeowners 
476-9862.................................blairgarceau@gmail.com

2023 BLYC OFFICERS & DIRECTORS2023 BLYC OFFICERS & DIRECTORS

$____  -  BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

$____  -  BLYC Associate Member* Dues  ($10 / year)
*Associate membership is available to current associate members 

and for non-lake residents who wish to support the BLYC

$____  -  WATER QUALITY/INVASIVE SPECIES

$____  -  FIREWORKS FUND

$____  -  Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

$____  -  Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

$____  -  Building Improvement Fund

$____  -  Safety Committee

$____  -  Other non-party related expenses

$____  -  BLYC Roof Fund

$____  -  BLYC AED Fund

$____  -  Misc.

TOTAL CONTRIBUTION:
$__________________

Name_________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Make checks payable to
BLYC

 and mail to Deb Spratt, Treasurer
18100 Farmington Hills Dr.

South Bend, IN 46637

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
PAY YOURPAY YOUR

DUES NOW!DUES NOW!
Support the BLYC, support our Lake, support our Community!

	Now you can go online at HTTP://BIRCHLAKEYACHTCLUB.COM to pay your dues	

KEEP YOUR DISTANCE!
Stay at least 100 feet from piers, boats, rafts people 
and everything else when boating, skiing or riding a 
personal watercraft (jet ski) at wake speed!   Getting 
closer than 100 feet is ILLEGAL and DANGEROUS. 

Keep your distance!
This message is brought to you by the Homeowners Association of Birch Lake

HOW TO BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR



This message is brought to you by the Homeowners Association of Birch Lake

Tickets online at www.birchlakeyachtclub.com



Flexshade Motorized Zip System ScreensFlexshade Motorized Zip System Screens


