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The 2023 Women’s Golf Outing is 
in the books, and from what I 
could gather speaking to several 

participants, a great day was had by all 
who attended. I heard the golfing was 
fun, the luncheon was delish, and there 
were some great prizes. I want to thank 
Blair Garceau and Carol McCoy for 
organizing the event for the ladies of 
Birch Lake.  Good job ladies!
	 Last Saturday the Yacht Club was 
the place to be for a fun evening at the 
free  Family Picnic. There was plenty of 
music and tasty appetizers and desserts 
supplied by those who attended.  There 
were games for the kids to keep them 
occupied while the parents danced to a 
great band.  I want thank Claudia 
Phipps and Sarah Petty for stepping up 
to chair this event under some difficult 
circumstances.  Ladies, you did an 
amazing job.  Claudia and Sarah are 
going to need quite a bit of help next 
year so if you would like to serve on the 
picnic committee, contact Claudia 
Phipps at claudia2154@gmail.com.
	 The Corn & Sausage Roast is com-
ing up on Saturday August 5 at the 
Yacht Club, so plan on bringing your 
family out for a delicious meal.  Details 
in this issue of the Barker.

	 The Don Hartman Kidz Regatta is 
fast approaching on Saturday August 12 
at the  King’s home located on the North 
Shore.  This would be a great way to 
introduce your kids to sailing.  There 
was a good turnout last year and here’s 
to having an even greater turnout.  See 
this issue of the Barker for more details.
	 This week, sing and dance to your 
favorite song, reach out to an old friend, 
spread joy and love when you can and 
remember, the sun always shines on 
Birch Lake, even on a cloudy day.  

~Commodore Deb

Corn & Sausage Roast NEXT 
WEEK! – Saturday, August 5, 
 – Here It Comes Again!
	 It’s almost here!  Only a week to go 
until that fun family event arrives 
again!  Bring your appetites, families 
and neighbors to the annual Corn & 
Sausage Roast, next Saturday, August 
5th.  From 5:30pm to 7:30pm at the 
Yacht Club we’ll be serving delicious 
meals consisting of your meat choice, 
roasted corn, a selection of side dishes, 
cookies and lemonade or iced tea.  Get 
ready for a bratwurst ($8), hot dog ($5) 

or chicken breast ($9) meal (we’ll only 
have a limited supply of chicken breasts 

July 28  Men’s Golf, details inside
Aug. 5 Home Owner’s Assoc. 
   annual meeting, details inside
Aug. 5 Corn & Sausage Roast, 
    5:30-7 pm, BLYC
Aug. 12 - Don Harman Kidz 
   Regatta, Kings’, north shore, 1-3 pm
Aug. 26  Fall Dinner & BLYC 
   Annual Meeting, , details tba
Aug. 26 Junior Sunfish Fleet races, 11 am
Sept 2, 3 Labor Day Regatta, 
   (Sept 4 rain date), 11 am
Sept. 9 Sailing awards 
  luncheon, Frew’s house (east side)
Sept. 30 Crockpot challenge, 
   details inside

BLYC Board Meetings
Aug. 5, Sept. 9

BLYC Board meetings begin at 9 am, and they 
are open to all lake residents

2023
Birch Lake Calendar

BLYC, Facebook and other social media
	 The Birch Lake Yacht Club DOES NOT have a Facebook page nor is it participating in any form 
of social media.  If you see Birch Lake Yacht Club information on any social media, the information 
has not been provided, checked or approved by the BLYC, and may be incorrect or misleading. If you 
have questions or concerns, please check http://www.philvitale.com/Barker/BirchBarker.htm, or con-
tact any BLYC director or officer (see “officer and director” information in any edition of the Barker).

T h e  o f f i c i a l  s u m m e r  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e
B i r c h  L a k e  Y a c h t  C l u b
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http://www.philvitale.com/Barker/BirchBarker.htm

Commodore’s 
Comments

Alli & Caroline Keechle, Adelyn, Jack & Luke Carey, all of the cove. 	 Photo by Chris Carey



so come early to try to get what we 
have!).  Pay at the door – no reserva-
tions required!  Come hungry, visit with 
your neighbors and leave happy and 
satisfied!  Hope to see you there!

John Groszek’s Memorial Service 
and Celebration of Life
	 Saturday, August 5 - 11 am. 
Brown Funeral Home. 521 E. Main 
Street, Niles
	 Luncheon following for family and 
close friends catered by The Skillet, 
held at: Eagles Lodge, 34 Sycamore St., 
Niles. Please let Lois know if you are 
planning to attend the luncheon as a 
count is needed  for the caterer a week 
before.  Text or call, 574-276-0960 or 
email: lolobirch@aim.com

Homeowners annual meeting
	 The Birch Lake Homeowners 
Association will hold its annual meeting 
at approximately 10 am, following the 
BLYC board of directors meeting on 
August 5.  East side resident Liberty 
Coryell, a paramedic, will present a 
refresher on the proper use of the auto-
mated external defibrillator (AED) 
devices that are located around Birch 
Lake.  Everyone is welcome.

Barker delivery help needed
	 Barker delivery coordinator Ron 

— Birch Lake Notes —

Thomas J. 
Mosier

Waterwell
Drilling

5” Water Wells

Repair & Service 
Most Water Pumps

“Promise of Quality

M-60 E
Cassopolis

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008

“available”

Birch Lake Yacht Club 
WATER QUALITY 
CONTRIBUTIONS 

Contribute now with a click at:
https://store.birchlakeyachtclub.com

To donate for WATER QUALITY or any 
BLYC activity or event, use the form in the back of 

this week’s Barker or visit the website above

TO DATETO DATE

54%54%**
PERCENT
 OF BIRCH 

LAKE HOMES 
(119 HOMES) 

HAVE DO-
NATED TO 

THE WATER 
QUALITY 

FUND

We’ve got
a long way

to go!

$120.03$120.03
AVERAGE 
AMOUNT 

PROVIDED 
PER BIRCH 

LAKE 
HOUSEHOLD 

TO DATE
(UPDATED 
July 18)

*percentage 
and average 

based on 
234 homes

GOAL GOAL 
100%100%

  Ready - Set - Medicare!Ready - Set - Medicare!
Turning 65?  I Can Help!
PMedicare Advantage
PMedicare  Supplement
PPrescription Drug Plans
PMultiple Insurance Companies

I CAN HELP! I CAN HELP! 
New to Medicare? Free Consultation!New to Medicare? Free Consultation!

Medicare Medicare // Health / Small Group  Health / Small Group // Life / Supplemental Life / Supplemental

TO DO LIST!
¢ Call Ashly 3 months 
before turning 65 to 
discuss your enroll-
ment in Medicare Parts 
A & B
¢ Avoid Penalties! If 
over 65, ask employer 
for proof of insurance.
¢ Watch for your new 
Medicare card to arrive 
in the mail.

Keep This List!
Ashly Connaughton

Licensed Insurance Agent
(269) 312-1410
awelch@HealthMarkets.com

Let’s Talk!  Over-the-phone 
appointments welcome! 

No cost!
No obligation! 803 CR 6 East, Suite B, Elkhart, IN 46514

Birch Lake Yacht Club 
FIREWORKS FUND 

Our goal for 2024 is  
$15,775  

Contribute now with a click at:
https://store.birchlakeyachtclub.com

Updated
July 18, 2023

$15,775GOAL

$2,071

To donate for 
FIREWORKS 

or any BLYC activi-
ty or event, use the 
form in the back of 
this week’s Barker 
or visit the website 

above



— Birch Lake Notes —
Niezgodski is looking for a delivery person for the Barker on 
the south side to replace Julie Lacy.  If you are interested, 
please contact Ron at birchbass1@gmail.com or 476-9317.

Crockpot Challenge
	 The 2023 Crockpot Challenge will be September 30 at the 
BLYC. Again there will be two categories: Savory and Sweet. 
Prizes will be given for each category.  
	 There will be a basket raffle, and 50/50 drawing to benefit 
our Water Quality. 
	 Entries will allowed in at 5:30 pm. Tasting will begin at 6. 
	 This year, we will again sponsor a food drive for the Food 
Bank of Cass County. Please contribute with non-perishable 
foods. Let’s help our community! 

Satori Guest House
11979 M60

Jones, MI 49061
airbnb.com/h/satoriguesthouse

Satori Guest Cottage
11987 M60

Jones, MI 49061
airbnb.com/h/satoricottage

Only 7 minutes away from 
Swiss Valley Ski Lodge.

Owners – Kevin & Buffy Mallo
“All the little touches matter”

*Both properties are adjacent to 
each other and may be rented 

together for larger parties.

Come check out our new and used boat inventory today! New and Come check out our new and used boat inventory today! New and 
Used Avalon pontoons are available for you to view, Moomba and Used Avalon pontoons are available for you to view, Moomba and 

Supra boats are always exciting to check out, Mercury motors, Supra boats are always exciting to check out, Mercury motors, 
marine parts, boat accessories, and a variety of docks and lifts are marine parts, boat accessories, and a variety of docks and lifts are 

all in stock. We also store hundreds of boats each year so we’re all in stock. We also store hundreds of boats each year so we’re 
sure to have something for every boater’s needssure to have something for every boater’s needs

Straight Talk. Sound Advice.

1stsource.com  |  Member FDIC

Insurance products and annuities are not insured by the FDIC; are not 
deposits or obligations of, or guaranteed by 1st Source Bank; and may involve 
investment risk, including loss of value. 1st Source Insurance, Inc. is a wholly 

owned affiliate of 1st Source Bank.

Leech on Dennis and Peggy Geik’s (west side) boat house  
ramp.	 photo provided by Karen Brovold



— Birch Lake Family Picnic —
Third BLYC Family Picnic a Hit!
	 Thanks to everyone who joined us 
for the third annual BLYC Family 
Picnic! The band was hopping and fun 
was had by all. We had more than 100 
people join us, including a LOT of kids 
young and old, running amok, dancing, 
and playing games. 
	 We especially want to thank our 
many volunteers who helped run this 
event: Denny Weesner, Deb and Bud 
Hall, Sue Davis, Pat McGann, Barb 
Cassady, and everyone else who pitched 
in. Special thank you to Pat and Sue 
Williams, Bill Doba, Mike and Katha 
Machalleck, and Pat Welch who allowed 
us to park cars nearby on their proper-
ties. Finally, a big thank you to Phil and 
Sandy Vitale for tending the bar and 
yacht club.
	 Huge shout out to Bucket o’ Maybes, 
our talented band who rocked out and 
kept the party lively. They were fantas-
tic!
	 It was wonderful seeing so many 
people celebrating summer and enjoying 
the Birch Lake Yacht Club. We were 
thrilled to meet new folks who had never 
been out to a yacht club party. See you 
soon at one of our upcoming events – 
Men’s golf outing, Corn and Sausage 
Roast, Fall Dinner, and the Crockpot 
Challenge!
	 Thank you!
~ Sarah Petty and Claudia Phipps

	 We are in great need of commit-
tee members to repeat this event.  If 
interested email me at claudia2154@
gmail.com



This message is brought to you by the Homeowners Association of Birch Lake

— Birch Ladies Golf Outing —
	 Last Friday, 28 eager women teed 
off for a nine hole scramble at Spruce 
Ridge Golf Course.  Each hole had some 
fun variations that gave the golfers chal-
lenges as well as little boosts to improve 
their team scores.  Below is a recap of 
the day.

Team Winners:
First Place Team: Carol McCoy, Traci 
Limes, Carol Henry and Jan Johnson
Second Place Team: Claudia Phipps, 
Becky Wiseman, Brittany Marlow and 
Carolyn Niedbalski
Third Place Team: Barb Cassady, 
Jeannie Welch, Diane Robertson and 
Pat Widmar
Fourth Place Team: Sandy Vitale, 
Carla Chester, Irene Steffen and Sue 
Waddle
Fifth Place Team: Debbie Soldato, 
Johanna Stratigos, Lori Noyer and 
Allyson Weaver-Gills
Sixth Place Team: Vickie Rogers, 
Leslie King, Blair Garceau and Connie 
Young
Seventh Place Team: Angela Bergan, 
Fran Welch, Ashley Connaughton and 
Taylor Marquez

Contest Holes winners:
Longest Drive: Barb Cassady
Closest to the Pin: Carolyn Niedbalski
Hit the Target: Jeannie Welch
Longest Putt: Carolyn Niedbalski

	 Thanks to a whole cast of people.  A 
big shout out to Stacy Whiteman for 
driving our beer cart and keeping every-
one happy.  Also a big thanks to our 
lunch greeters Denny Weesner and 
Ronnie Eshelman. Our 50/50 guardians 
were Sue Williams and Katha 
Machalleck, thanks ladies!  
	 The 50/50 prize winner was Denny 

Weesner who graciously donated it back 
to the chosen fund: Water Quality.
	 We’d also like to thank our sponsors 
who made all the fun possible.  Our 
neighbors: Rick and Patty Russwurm 
(Paramount Properties), Sandy and Phil 
Vitale, Bob and Sue Waddle, Carmen 
and Debbie Soldato, Dan and Sharon 
Waxman, Carla and Ed Chester, and 
Barb and Tom Cassady.  Our neighbors 
are the best!!
	 Our local businesses who supported 
this outing were: O’Donnell’s Docks, Sun 
& Shade Awning, Apollo Marine, Dennis 
Bamber with Cressy and Everett, Lake 
Life Realty Group, The South Bend 
Medical Foundation (fun pens and 
socks!), and Zimmy’s (t-shirts and gift 
certificates).  Please patronize these 
businesses whenever possible.  
	 Finally, thanks to all of the women 
who joined us for golf and lunch.  You 
made it a wonderful and fun event.  
Everyone was warm, welcoming, ready 
for a good time and just great to be 
around.  Thank you for making this 
event so successful.  
~Carol McCoy and Blair Garceau



— Barker Kid of the Week —

Tickets online at www.birchlakeyachtclub.com

Happy 42nd anniversary to Buzz and Linda Rasmus-
sen! They purchased their home in 1982 on Memorial 
Day weekend. They have maintained their full time 
birch laker membership, ever since then. Please wish 
them a happy anniversary or honk when you’re cruis-
ing by on the boat! Love, Phyllis and Ciara

Who would have 
guessed this 2003 
Barker Kid of the 
Week above), Claire 
Brovold (West 
shore), would gradu-
ate with honors with 
a Masters in Geology 
from the Universi-
ty of Louisiana in 
Lafayette, Louisiana.  
Claire has moved 
to Wilmington, N.C. 
to pursue a P.H.D. 
in Applied Coastal 
and Ocean Sciences 
at the University of 
North Carolina.
Her boyfriend, A.J. 
Karafa (pictured 
at left with Claire 
at her graduation) 
has started Medical 
School at Western 
Michigan University.



NOW HIRING FULL AND PART TIME POSITIONS Pat McGann, Birch Lake Resident, East Side

— Barker Kids of the Week —
Bastian Rich-

ardson fifth 
generation of 

the Como Clan, 
(south side) 

Grandson of 
Paige Como.

Kari Sears (cove) and her dad visiting from Pennsylvania working on a 
summer project.

Alli Keechle, Luke, Corinne, Jack & Adelyn Carey, 
Caroline & Luke Keechle (Cove) at the Hesston Steam 
Museum in LaPorte County.

Megan, Molly and Sarah at the BLYC Family Picnic



Serving you forServing you for
over 30 years!over 30 years!

BLYC sailing results & season standings
Date........................................................... 16-Jul.......16-Jul........16-Jul..................Total ............. Point......................Races	���������������������������%
Race............................................................. 10.............11..............12................... Points..........Average................. Finished................ Finished
MC Scow/Sailor............... Total MC Races=>12
Barb Cassady #2506....................................2...............1................1.................... 18728............ 1560......................... 12.............................100
Scott Troeger  #1489.....................................1...............2................2.................... 18647............ 1553..........................12............................100
Patrick Welch #1979.....................................3...............3................3.................... 12702.............1411.......................... 9................................ 75
Phil Vitale  #500.............................................5...............5.............DNS................. 14998............ 1363......................... 11............................... 90
Bill Luecht  #1579..........................................4...............4................4.................... 12177............ 1353.......................... 9................................ 75
Sandy Vitale #2159.......................................7...............7.............DNS................. 13412............ 1219......................... 11............................... 90
Steve Frew #656...........................................6...............6................5.................... 13416............ 1219......................... 10............................... 80
Amber Grundy #1173.................................DNS.........DNS..........DNS.................. 3606............. 1202.......................... 3................................ 25
Bob King  #1199..........................................CB............ CB............ CB................... 8514............. 1419.......................... 6............................... .50
Sunfish/Sailor....................Sunfish races = 12
Stewart Spratt.............................................. 1............... 2................1........................9363............1560...........................6................................ 50
Rick Russwurm........................................... 4............... 1................2......................18576............1548.........................12..............................100
Amy Troeger................................................ 2............... 3..........DNS........................7299............1459.8........................5................................ 41
Pat McGann................................................. 3............... 5................4......................16973............1414.........................12..............................100
Herb Cleveland............................................ 5............... 4................3........................6774............1354...........................5................................ 41
Bob Niezgodski........................................... 6............... 7..........DNS......................14789............1344......................... 11................................ 91
Camille Butler.............................................. 7............... 6................5......................15501............1291.........................12..............................100
Pete Soldato...........................................DNS......... DNS..........DNS........................3121............1560...........................2................................ 16
Bill Butler................................................... CB............CB.............CB...............................................................................3................................ 25

Fleet Captain’s Corner

	 The weather forecast said only a 10 
percent chance of rain!   Unfortunately, 
that 10 percent chance became reality last 
Sunday morning, as thunderstorms mate-
rialized out of thin air on the radar apps, 
accompanied by lightning strikes on the 
lightning tracker. 
	 We do have some new sailing scores to 
report, though. That’s because the Sunday 
before last we had family visiting from out 

of town, and I did the scoring report for 
the Birch Barker in a hurry, which caused 
me to overlook the line containing Amy 
Troeger’s two races in the Sunfish Fleet.  
(My Mom always warned me that “Haste 
makes waste!”) My sincere and humble 
apologies to Amy and to those kind Sailors 
who took time to straighten me out!  As you 
can see in today’s corrected sailing results, 
both of Amy’s races last week scored in the 

top three positions, with a second place 
and a third place, and Amy is currently in 
fourth place in the Sunfish Fleet in terms 
of season point average.  
	 Hoping I won’t do that again!  And 
hoping for great sailing weather next Sun-
day!

~FC Steve

No wind, no racing; scoring correction



Let’s now discuss Commandment 
# 4: “Thou Shalt Protect and Ex-
pand Natural Shorelines” 
      We often warn about the dan-

gers of allowing phosphorus and other nu-
trients into our lake. While this is indeed 
extremely important, did you know that  
the 2007 National Lakeshore Assessment 
indicated that far more Michigan inland 
lakes are stressed by poor shoreline 
conditions than by excesses of nutrients or 
turbidity?  Shorelines:
●	 Dictate what gets into the lake  
●	 Provide key animal habitat and 
breeding areas  
●	 Serve as important fish nursery areas  
●	 Prevent (or hasten) soil erosion.  
	 The lawns and seawalls (that many 
of us have) change the lake ecosystem 
in ways that are hard to reverse.” Hard 
shorelines have physical, biological and 
chemical impacts. 
	 In terms of our environment and pro-
tecting our lake, natural shorelines yield 
the best results.  Ironically, they are even 
our best bet at limiting phosphorus.
	 An optimum natural shorelines in-
cludes many components:
●	 Submerged vegetation (in the water)
●	 Emergent or floating vegetation (in 
the water)
●	 Woody debris (beached logs or sticks) 
(in the water)
●	 A secured, gradual (climbable by 
turtles) slope up from the water’s edge
●	 And, at the top of the slope, before the 
lawn, a barrier strip (the wider the better) 

of at least 12” - 24” tall native, deep-root-
ed-plants.
	 In a perfect world the gradual slope 
would be made of and secured by native 
plants, perhaps initially held in place by 
natural fabrics or logs. The property pre-
viously owned by the Seyfarths (northeast 
corner) comes to mind as meeting many of 
these criteria.
	 The barrier strip helps to prevent 
erosion but also captures many chemi-
cals on their way to the lake. Further, it 
makes your lawn area less desirable to 
geese. Please pick up whatever deposits 
geese (or other living beings) might leave 
on your property and throw them, not into 
the lake, but into the trash. 
	 Although not 100 percent natural, 
a gradual slope of rip rap (cobbles and 
boulders) is more desirable than a solid 
concrete wall.  A gradual slope of rip rap 
could be installed in place or in front (on 
the lake side) of a poured concrete sea-
wall, thus mitigating some of its negative 
effects. Kudos to the Woznys (south) and 
Troegers (east side). A particularly big 
thanks and congratulations are due to 
Mrs. Amber and all the folks of Camp T. 
Last year, they made a large expenditure, 
replacing their very long poured concrete 
seawall with a more natural one made 
of rip rap. The Camp has demonstrated 
that it is a good steward of the lake in a 
substantial and meaningful way.  
	 Even those with rip rap and/or a 
poured concrete wall could install and 
maintain any of the other features of a 

natural shoreline described above. 
	 A hardened shoreline, absent any of 
these natural characteristics, used to be 
considered by many of us lake folks to be 
highly desirable.  Instead, water quality 
experts have referred them to as “aquatic 
deserts”. 
	 In 2017, using methods and stan-
dards provided as part of the Cooperative 
Lakes Monitoring Program, we subjected 
our lake to a “Score the Shore” evaluation.  
Due to our performance (or lack of) on the 
factors listed above, and the amount of 
development around the lake, we received 
a Below-Average score.  Hopefully, our 
score today would  be a little higher.
	 A good source for more information on 
the subject, including approved materi-
al and contractor source guides, can be 
found at www.mishorelinepartnership.
org.  Particularly helpful might be the 
section(s) on Shoreland Stewards. Thanks 
for your attention..

The Six Commandments 
of Birch Lake Water Quality

I.  Thou shalt prevent the spread of  Aquatic 
Invasive Species (AIS).
II.  Thou shalt minimize surface runoff.
III. Thou shalt minimize the effects of waves.
IV. Thou shalt protect and expand   Natural 
Shorelines.
V. Thou shalt not allow phosphorus, nutrients, and 
other undesirable chemical elements to enter our  
lake.
VI. Thou shalt remain informed and active about 
other Water Quality  issues

— Water Quality Report —

Home watch/property checks
Summer home opening

Closing/winterizing
Maintenance

Repairs
Small projects

Short term vacation rental 
Maintenance services

Infinity Home Services, LLC
269-259-1127
jim@infinitymichiana.com

http://www.infinitymichiana.com

Jus
t d

ow
n 

the
 ro

ad

69608 Sunset Blvd	 Zimmyville (Union), Michigan

ZIMMY’S TAVERN
(269) 641-5317

http://www.zimmystavern.com

Normally Open 
7 days/wk

11 am to Midnight

music, cold beer, 

lots of fun!
Daily food

specials, 

Carry Outs available

PRINTING,
MARKETING &
SIGN SERVICES
CUSTOM SOLUTIONS
& DESIGNS

ELKHART & SOUTH BEND



Birch Lake Items of Interests

This beautiful poster is on sale this summer for $25 while supplies last. It 
measures approximately 23” X 35″, and would be a great addition to your 
home. The proceeds will be used for needed improvements to the yacht 
club building. Posters may be purchased through Becky Wiseman, 14910 
Birch Lakeshore Drive (south side) on Saturday and Sunday from 11 am 
to 1 pm.  Make checks payable to BLYC. 

Editor’s note: The poster was produced from a painting by former 
Birch Lake resident and artist Coy Jankowski.

WORD
SEARCH

The Moon this Saturday
(At Midnight, US Central time, viewed from the Birch Lake) 

Illuminated Fraction: 0.906
2.5 days until full moon

SUNRISE:  06:31:45 AM
SUNSET:  21:05:15 PM

MOONRISE: 18:55:41 PM
MOONSET: 02:30:17 AM

DAYLIGHT HOURS: 14 Hr 33 Min 30 Sec

An accounting practice serving 
southwestern Michigan for over 

60 years specializing in 
small business accounting

We offer A free no-obligation discussion about your business 
requirements, competitive pricing,personal account manager, 
corporate & personal tax prep, tax planning/tax representa-
tion, full-service payroll, affordable time keeping solutions, 

financial analysis, pay-as-you-go Workers’ Comp Insurance

Tax planning
Need assistance with your tax planning? Don’t we all! We can 
help you plan for your taxes before your business is even off 

the ground

Bookkeeping/Financial Statement Compilation
Depending on your needs, we can do your bookkeeping for 

you or we can teach you how to accurately keep records

Company Structure
Let us help you decide what the best organization is for you

Federal and State Forms
We’ll help you apply for all the tax IDs and forms you need

Tri-County Bookkeepers & CPAs
2525  Lake Pine Dr., Suite A

Saint Joseph, MI 49085

269-926-2191

YOGA at the YACHT CLUB
n 9 -10:15 am July 29, August 
3, 10, 12, 17, 19, 24, 31
n $5 for water quality
n Most Thursdays and 4 
Saturdays
Bring: 
n yoga mat, two beach
n towels or blankets for 
Yoga Nidra Shavasana (The 
YC is cold & cold floor, body 
temp will drop)
n A pillow or two for under 
the knees and head
n An eye pillow or scarf to 
block light



Birch Barker Funnies



~Birch Lake Recipes~
Provided Exclusively to the Birch Barker from Mrs. Ima Foodnudge

Strawberry guava 
mojito

Bursting with berry flavor and 
a touch of the tropics—this 
sweet take on a Mojito pairs 

strawberries with guava, and mud-
dles them together with mint for a 
delicious twist.

Ingredients:
5 oz Simply® Mixology Strawberry Guava 
Mojito
1.5 oz Silver Rum
Fresh mint leaves and strawberries for garnish
Ice

Instructions:
	 Pour the Simply® Mixology Strawberry 
Guava Mojito and rum into a Collins glass.
	 Add ice and stir.
	 Garnish.
	 Want to mix it up? This recipe can also be 
made with Simply Light Lemonade.

269-445-8877

NOW IS A GREAT TIME 
TO LIST YOUR HOME!

Birch Lake homes are

SELLING!
CALL

PAUL DELANO

TODAY
269-445-8877	 Paul@TheLakeLife.com

LISTINGS NEEDED!

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville

on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

Welcome to Jaywalker
WWhheetthheerr iitt''ss aa ffoorrmmaall ddiinnnneerr oorr ssiimmppllyy hhaannggiinngg oouutt wwiitthh

ffrriieennddss,, wwee mmaakkee iitt oouurr mmiissssiioonn ttoo pprroovviiddee oouurr ccuussttoommeerrss wwiitthh
aa ggrreeaatt ddiinniinngg eexxppeerriieennccee aatt aann aaffffoorrddaabbllee pprriiccee.. 

SSttoopp iinn aannyyttiimmee,, oorr ggiivvee uuss aa ccaallll ttoo mmaakkee rreesseerrvvaattiioonnss..

Daily
Specials

Happy Hour
Tues-Fri

Closed
Mondays

Call for
reservationsConveniently located close to Birch Lake!

Open for Lunch and Dinner
Located on the beautiful St. Joseph River

10188 US 12, Mottville



It’s hard to believe we’re approaching 
the end of July already. Just two more 
weeks of camp to go. The Grundy 
kids’ summers are already starting 

to wind down, with school activities and 
practices starting up. Avery is going to be 
a freshman in high school this fall, and he 
starts Marching Band camp next week. 
And Elyse is spending a week at Camp 
Newaygo, in Newaygo, Michigan next 
week. They’ve both spent their entire lives 
at Camp Tannadoonah, and it’s always 
good to try something new! She went last 
year to Camp Newaygo, and loved it, and 
is heading back this year for a second	
This week was a slightly less full camp 
than the previous two weeks, with only 
130 campers (compared to 157 and 155 
the previous weeks). It’s a little bit of a 
break for the staff before we finish out the 
summer with two completely full sessions 
the next two weeks! 

	 It was our hottest week yet this 
summer this week. When the “feels like” 
temperature is 90F or higher, we make 
our afternoon swim time a mandatory 
swim, in order to ensure that everyone 
comes down and cools off a little bit. So 
if you were out on the lake you probably 
saw some busy swim times in the after-
noons this week! 
	 Our waterfront activities are some 
of the busiest and most popular activities 
at camp each year. We offer swimming 
lessons, canoeing, kayaking, sailing, 
stand up paddleboarding, fishing, water-
skiing, and wakeboarding every week! 
This year we will have served a total of 
144 waterskiers and wakeboarders, 240 
stand up paddleboarders, 102 sailors, 179 
kayakers, 65 canoers, 175 fishers, and 
76 swimming lessons! I would estimate 
that at any given time, nearly half of our 
campers are at the waterfront during 
activity periods. 
	 This year we’re also offering a new 
waterfront class – or rather an old 
waterfront class that we haven’t done 
in many years! When I was a camper, I 
took a Basic Water Rescue class. At the 
time it was a Red Cross Certification 
course, designed to teach people basic 
rescue skills in case of an emergency. It’s 
not a full lifeguard course, and teaches 
non-lifeguards ways to help a swimmer 
or boater in distress without going into 
the water or otherwise endangering their 
own safety. 
	 Red Cross no longer offers a certifi-

cate for the course, but the curriculum is 
still available and we’re going to offer it 
one week this summer for campers who 
are 12 and older. They will learn to rec-
ognize the signs of an aquatic emergency, 
how to activate the emergency system, 
and how to reach or throw a rescue device 
to a distressed swimmer. One of the key 
pieces of the Red Cross safety training 
is the phrase “reach or throw, don’t go.” 
We’ll also talk about prevention and 
safety topics, and how to assist primary 
rescuers if they’re ever on the scene of an 
emergency situation. I remember tak-
ing the class as a teen, and felt it was a 
valuable experience, which eventually led 
me to signing up for a lifeguard training 
course when I was old enough. 
	 I hope everyone was able to stay cool 
and enjoy the lake safely this week!
 

  ~Mrs. Amber

— Camp Tannadoonah —



FOR SALE:
For Sale: INVACARE Microair 85 hos-
pital bed. Purchased from Alick’s Home Medical 
five years ago for $3,685. Make an offer.  Call Bud Z 
(East shore) 269-476-2526
For Sale: Walking Chair, new condition, cher-
ry red color.  $50.  Call Bud Z (East shore) 269-476-
2526

FOR RENT:
Birch Cottage 4 Rent: Three bedroom, 
one bath with tub and shower, lakefront house on 
Birch Lake. New granite kitchen, new stainless appli-
ances with dishwasher, washer and dryer. Nice pier 
with big platform.  Plenty of parking.  Possible ski, 
pontoon, row boat, and sailboats available for rent. 
Sleeps six in beds, room for more.  Contact Pat 

McGann call/text 574-532-5377.  

Interested in a unique fun vacation? Check out our 
Florida Village house at ourhome4rent.
com/cjp Call 574-596-2154 for more info.

FOUND 

If either or both of these 
items are yours call 
Claudia Phipps at 574 
-596 -2154

Found: item at right 
Washed ashore 
on Sunday. Beth. 
269 985-8782

FREE
Free Sunfish. 
Needs repair. Text or 
call 616-272-9046.  

SERVICES:
I do sewing and mending at fair prices - 
zippers, hemming, small alterations; call Kathy at 
476-9317

Classified ads in the Birch Barker are free to BLYC 
members, $5/week to non-members.  

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.
VOTED NILES
BUSINESS OF

THE YEAR! Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year! 

2400 N 5th ● Niles, MI
269-687-7192 Niles, MI

866-751-1470 Toll Free

After Hours
Emergency
Service

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
● Licensed Plumbers 
● Drug-Free Employees 
● Criminal Background Checked Employees 
● No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done 
● 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
● True 24-Hour Emergency Service 
● Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”
● Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms 
● Longest Warranties in the Business    
● Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee 

During Business Hours

● Bonus  — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

wwwwwwaaddvvaannttaaggeepplluummbbiinnggiinncc..nneett

Major Credit Cards Accepted

®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS



BLYC OFFICERS 
Deb Hall (C)............................................Commodore
219-765-8691	�����������������debbershall@gmail.com
Sue Davis	����������������������������Vice Commodore
574-993-6031	�����������������������eyesnd76@gmail.com
Deb Spratt (N)............................Treasurer (N)
.............................................debspratt@comcast.net
Mike Sheffieck, Secretary (W)	����������������������
708-220-1506.............. mcsheffieck@gmail.com
Steve Frew, Fleet Captain (E)...... 708-285-2999

stephenbfrew@gmail.com

BLYC Directors 
Angela Bergan (E)..............................561-603-5522

berganfsu@aol.com
Dave Carroll (W)	��������������������������������574-850-8359

carrolldavid39@gmail.com
Barb Cassady (E)	�������������������������������574-229-9815

barbcassady49@gmail.com 

Ed Chester (E)	������������������������������������������� 476-1010
ed@chesterlawoffice.com

Karen Curtis-Miller (E)........................574-261-6712 
krcurtismiller@gmail.com

Bernie Garceau.......................................... 476-9862
bgarceau@norcoind.com

Chas Grundy (E).................................574-315-0217
chas.grundy@gmail.com

P. Com. Pat McGann (E)	�������������������574-532-5377
pat@mcgannhay.com

Laura Pence (E)	��������������������lpence3@gmail.com
Sarah Petty (N)	�����������������������������������574-274-9202

sarahkpetty@gmail.com
Claudia Phipps (N).....................................i476-7073

claudia2154@gmail.com 
Vickie Rogers (C).......................................476-2383

tvrogers@frontier.com
Rick Russwurm (N)....................................476-2407

paramountp@aol.com

Scott Troeger (E)........................................476-9898
scott.troeger@btlaw.com

Phil Vitale (E)............................................476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com

or onlinebarker@gmail.com
Sandy Vitale (E)......................................... 476-1680

sv6102@gmail.com
Dan Waxman (E),.....................................317-506-1680

DWaxman@versiti.org
Denny Weesner (S)............................219-765-8602

dkwees@cs.com 
Sue Williams (S)	����������������������������������������476-8886

smwilliams226@gmail.com

OTHER ATTENDEES
Paul Fallon (E)................... Chairman, Water Quality
476-1467........................pauljfallon49@gmail.com
Blair Garceau (E)..............Chairman, Homeowners 
476-9862.................................blairgarceau@gmail.com

2023 BLYC OFFICERS & DIRECTORS2023 BLYC OFFICERS & DIRECTORS

$____  -  BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

$____  -  BLYC Associate Member* Dues  ($10 / year)
*Associate membership is available to current associate members 

and for non-lake residents who wish to support the BLYC

$____  -  WATER QUALITY/INVASIVE SPECIES

$____  -  FIREWORKS FUND

$____  -  Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

$____  -  Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

$____  -  Building Improvement Fund

$____  -  Safety Committee

$____  -  Other non-party related expenses

$____  -  BLYC Roof Fund

$____  -  BLYC AED Fund

$____  -  Misc.

TOTAL CONTRIBUTION:
$__________________

Name_________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Make checks payable to
BLYC

 and mail to Deb Spratt, Treasurer
18100 Farmington Hills Dr.

South Bend, IN 46637

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
PAY YOURPAY YOUR

DUES NOW!DUES NOW!
Support the BLYC, support our Lake, support our Community!

	Now you can go online at HTTP://BIRCHLAKEYACHTCLUB.COM to pay your dues	

Be AED-ready
Automated External Defibrillators (AED)s can save a life in 
case of an emergency.  There are AEDs at  six Birch Lake 
homes. Simple instructions are on the units (and on the 
next page of this Barker) ... knowing where they are and 

being ready and able to use one might mean the difference 
between life and death. Be AED-ready!

This message is brought to you by the Homeowners Association of Birch Lake

HOW TO BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR



Flexshade Motorized Zip System ScreensFlexshade Motorized Zip System Screens


