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Aley Vitale-Richards, our 13 year-old granddaughter, shot this photo of Bad Patty’s hummingbird feeder being visited by one
of the wee beastie last Sunday after sailing (just before she headed off to Camp T for a week). Nice job Aley!

COMMODORE’S

COMMENTS

Commodore’s Comments
August 13, 2022
e BLYC Corn & Sausage Roast
I was held this past Saturday and it
was a hit! Co-chairs Blair and
Bernie Garceau (east side) and their com-
mittee of Vickie and Tom Rogers (cove)
and Julie and Mike Sheffieck (west side)
organized and managed a crew of volun-
teers to smoothly implement this event.
Well, they’ve had a lot of experience: The
Garceaus and Rogers each about 19 years;
the Sheffiecks about 10 years.

Those partaking of the delicious
grilled meats and corn, salads and sides,
were given the option of eating inside, out-
side or carry out. It was great to see Birch
Lakers with extended families and friends
show up for this casual dinner option. The
vibe was friendly and there were a lot of
positive comments on the tasty food.
Thank you to all who worked the dinner
and to those who attended.

Speaking of volunteers — this Birch
Barker newsletter you hold in your hands

is the result of much work by many people.

Phil Vitale (east side) has been the Barker
editor for 22 years! Ron Niezgodski (west
side) started this summer picking up the
printed issues and getting them to each of
nine individuals who distribute them to

your mailboxes each week from Memorial
Day to Labor Day. Those distributing for

the first time are Karen Curtis-Miller (east

side), but she did deliver one year around
the entire lake 45 years ago, Vic Jones
(east side), and Aubrey Coppens (south
side). Holly Troeger (east side) has been
delivering since her youngest child Neil
was 1n a stroller, about 27 years. Julie
Lacy (south side) delivered the Barkers as
a kid for years and later as an adult
together for more years than she can
count. Buzz Rasmussen (west side) said it
has been 20-25 years he has been distrib-
uting the Barker. Vickie Rogers (cove) set-
tled on 20 plus years. Ken and Sarah
Petty’s children (north side) have all been
helping deliver since they moved to Birch
Lake 11 years ago. Claudia Phipps (north

side) has spent about 5 years getting news-

letters into your mailboxes. Please make
sure you stop and thank these neighbors
when you see them out and about.

Some quick important messages.
Please know that all Birch Lake residents
are welcome at our many events. This is
especially important for our new residents,
as it can be hard to walk into an event not
knowing many people. We welcome you,
and these events are a great way to meet
your lake neighbors. You are also invited
to attend any of our regular BLYC board
meetings (listed on the front page under
Calendar). Only BLYC directors can vote
but you are welcome to attend to see what

2022

Birch Lake Calendar

Aug 13 - Kidz Regatta, Kings' (north s9de)
Aug. 17 - Hazardous waste and tire col-
lection, Road Commission, Cass, 3-6 pm
Aug. 20 - Fall Dinner, BLYC, See P5
Aug. 26 - Birch Lake Ladies Style Show
& Luncheon, Woodfire, Dowagiac, See P 2
Sept 11 - Sailing Awards, Frew's house
Sept 17 - Crockpot Challenge, 6 pm,
more details inside

2023
July 1, 2023 - Fireworks (tentative)

BLYC BOARD MEETINGS

August 6, and Sept. 10
All meetings start at 9 am @ BLYC

is happening as we work on safety and
water quality of the lake, plan events, and
strengthen our lake community.

If you haven’t yet paid your 2022
BLYC dues, there is still time to do so. See
form on dues in this Barker issue that fur-
ther explains what dues help achieve and
where a donation can be sent.

Looking ahead at the remaining
August events, please note August 11 is
the deadline to order tickets for the Fall
Dinner (Saturday, Aug/ 20 at the yacht
club). Saturday, August 13 at 11 am is the
Kidz Regatta at the home of Leslie and
Bob King (north side). Arrive via sailboat

The Birch Barker will consider ads and editorial items for potential publication. E-mail items to sailorphil@philvitale.com, mail them to me (or put them in the
stone mailbox) at 63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore). Contact Editor Phil at onlinebarker@gmail.com, or at 476-1680 (no text). Contact Commodore Barb

Cassady, via email at barbcassady49@gmail.com or call 574-574-229-9815 . DEADLINE is Noon on the Tuesday of the week before the publication.



— Birch Lake Notes —

with at least one kid on board for a light
lunch and some casual sailing. Lastly,
Friday, August 26 at 11 am Woodfire Grill
in Dowagiac is the Ladies’ Style Show &
Luncheon. Tickets for the Fall Dinner or
Style Show/Luncheon can be ordered at
birchlakeyachtclub.com

Take care, be safe, and I'll see you out
on the lake.

~Commodore Barb Cassady

Crockpot Challenge

Let’s talk about the BLYC Crockpot
Challenge! We have a tentative date set
for the event on Sept 18,.

NOW FOR THE RULES!

You may submit entries of either
savory or sweet, or both. Not sure about
sweet? Check Pinterest for ideas!

Participants Only: Arrival time at
5:30 pm. Please be on time! Bring
extension cords, and utensils.

DO NOT ID YOUR CROCKPOT!!
Arrival time for participants
will be 5:30 pm to allow setup time for
the crockpots: Hors d’oeuvres and top-

pings (crackers, cheese, diced onion,
breads, butter, etc.)

Non crockpot challenge desserts (i.e.
Julie’s Cookies ... HAHAHA!) set on
table provided. Good idea to I.D. your
dishes. (But NOT the crockpots).

BYOB: we will be using leftover
beer and wine, but it is unknown how
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much will be available after the previous
events. If it is available, we will offer it.

Guests arrival time 6 pm! NO
EARLY ENTRIES to eat. Get your vot-
ing ballots at the door as you come in.

Prizes will be awarded for 1st, 2nd,
and 3rd places in each category.

6:15 pm EATING BEGINS!

Scoring and prizes at approximately
7:15 pm.

There will be a Basket Raffle and
50/50 drawings. Watch the Barker for

LADIES’ STYLE SHOW AND LUNCHEON

ashion

FRIDAY, AUGUST 26 11 aww
WOOD FIRE TRATTORIA
FASHIONS BY THE MARSHALL SHOPPE
TICKETS $32

CALL
JEANNIE WELCH 574-286-2890
DENNY WEESNER 269-476-2569
RONNI ESHLEMAN 317-418-9557

e1-1e1o101.1.1.1. 1.1 1.1.1.0. 1.0 1. 1.1, 1.1.0.1.1. 3. 1.

any updates. Any questions call Bad
Patty at 317-605-6421.

Again all of this depends on the
COVID 19 virus and whether or not we
would feel comfortable enough to host
this event.

~BP

2022 Corn & Sausage Roast -
Thank You!
Last Saturday’s Corn & Sausage
Roast was a wonderful time for 145 of our
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— Birch Lake Notes —

lake neighbors and friends, with many of
them enjoying the take-out option offered.
Once again, the delicious roasted corn from
Elkhart was the hit of the evening, while
beautifully grilled brats from Mills Market
in Zimmyville, hot dogs and chicken
breasts rounded out the main course.
Coleslaw, potato salad, green beans, baked
beans, cookies, watermelon, lemonade and
iced tea completed the tremendous feast.
It wasn’t possible to go home hungry!

THANK YOU to the extremely ener-
getic, dedicated and smiling crew members
who made this event a big success, led by
Blair and Grillmaster Bernie Garceau,
Vickie and Cornmaster Tom Rogers, Steve
Plaia, Greg Bolin, Patti and Rick
Russwurm, Julie Dickey, Tom and
Commodore Barb Cassady, Amy and Matt
Koscielski, Karen Brovold, Claudia Phipps,
Terry and Dave Carroll, and Mike and
Julie Sheffieck. Phenomenal job,
Everyone!

This event only happens once a year —
hope to see you in 2023!

Sign up now for the Fall Dinner
Everyone is welcome to the annual
fall dinner on Saturday, August 20, at the
yacht club. A delicious polish dinner will
be catered by The Skillet in South Bend.
Come and enjoy appetizers, dinner and
dessert with your fellow birth lakers. The
Vice Commodore for the upcoming 2023

year will also be revealed, which you won’t
want to miss! See ticket information in
this week’s barker. I guarantee it will be
an enjoyable evening!

~Deb Hall, Vice Commodore

Ladies Style Show and Luncheon
Mark your calendars for the Birch
Lake Ladies’ Style Show and Luncheon on
Friday, August 26. Lunch will begin at 11

at the Wood Fire Trattoria in Dowagiac.
Six lovely Birch Lake ladies will be model-
ing fashions from the Marshall Shoppe.
There are three lunch options. Tickets are
$32, and include main dish, salad, dessert,
non-alcoholic drink, tax, and tip. Tickets
can be purchased from Ronni Eshleman,
317-418-9557, Denny Weesner 650-862-
4711, or Jeannie Welch 574-286-2890.
They will also be available online on the
Birch Lake Yacht Club website. This event
sold out last year, so get your tickets early!

Birch Lake Sign Contest

We had several winners in the Birch
Lake Sign Contest from last week’s Barker
... Apparently it was a big hit! Waiting for
the final prizes to arrive from Amazon.
Winners will be announced next weekend.

Hazardous waste, tire collection

A household hazardous waste collec-
tion will be held on August 17, 2022 from 3
to 6 pm at the Cass County Road

Carry Outs avallable
69608 Sunset Blvd

(269) 641-5317

11 am to Midnight

Zimmyville (Union), Michigan
ZIMMY’S TAVERN

http://www.zimmystavern.com

Commission, 340 N O’Keefe St, Cassopolis.
The event is sponsored by the Cass County
Board of Commissioners.

In addition, Cass County has received
a grant for the collection of used passenger
car/pickup truck tires. No appointment is
necessary. Proof of residency is required.
The event will also be on August 17, from
3 to 6 pm at the Cass County Road
Commission, 340 N O’Keefe St, Cassopolis.

Yacht Club building use

To make arrangements to use the
BLYC building, contact Sandy Vitale at
269-476-1680 or 269-858-8184.

The Printed Birch Barker

The Birch Barker is delivered to
homes on Birch Lake available each week
http://www.philvitale.com/Barker/
BirchBarker.htm.

To submit items for publication, email
sailorphil@philvitale.com or onlinebarker@
gmail.com, or mail (or deposit items) at
63174 Birch Rd. (East side), Vandalia, MI
49095.

To contact the editor, email to online-
barker@gmail.com or to sailorphil@philvi-
tale.com, phone 269-476-1680 (no texts
since I don’t use a cell phone).

Contact Phil Vitale for information.
Deadline for any week is noon on Tuesday
prior to the weekend of publication.

Normally Open
7 days/wk

TLHNF

WA

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
Open for Lunch and Dinner
Located on the beautiful St. Joseph River

10188 US 12, Mottville

(269) 483-2305

423-6011

Give Your
Boat New
Life

REPOWER NOW

APOLLO MARINE

South side of Gravel Lake
15355 96th Avenue, Lawton, Mi 49065
www.apollomarine.net

1-888-996-BOAT
SALES @ SERVICE @ STORAGE

We serve all
area lakes

We rent
pontoon
boats



2022 Don Harmon Kidz Regatta

14

RESTART: Saturday 08/13 Birch sailors “give back” to
the Kidz of Birch, no experience needed, just
come meet other Kidz and try out sailing !!!

Kidz can arrive at 11 am, Sailors to arrive early or late(r).

We will be serving hot dogs, cookies, juice and water.

Boats depart for the course at noon, racing until 1 pm.

NOTES: advance forecast looks ideal! 5-6 mph SSW.

There will be a RC & Safety boats on course.
WHERE: at the Kings (mid N. shore), walk to the sails.
RULES: Kidz need to wear a life jacket (limited loaners).

Sailors must have 1 (or more) Kidz onboard.

The |
LAKE LIFE

REALTY GROUP A

LISTINGS NEEDED!

NOW IS A GREAT TIME
TO LIST YOUR HOME!

Birch Lake homes are

SELLING!

CALL
PAUL DELANO

TODAY
269-445-8877 Paul@ThelLakelife.com

Get a FREE market analys:s'

( 269—445-8877

Paul@ThelakelLife.com




— Water Quality Report —

2022 lake E coli report

s was mentioned in last weeks
Barker we have tested for E
coli in the lake for the past

4 or so years following some
resident’s concerns after the installation
of the sewer system. The first couple of
years we employed a validated testing
laboratory to actually come out and take
samples and do the laboratory testing.
Since there were no elevated levels of E
coli beyond what might be expected in
a natural environment (geese, ducks,
swans, muskrats, washed in dog feces,
and small children accidents), we decid-
ed to sample and analyze the samples for
ourselves at considerably reduced costs
in succeeding years.

The test materials were obtained
from a testing laboratory and supply
center in Goshen. This included sterile
sampling bottles, petri dishes, and a nu-
trient agar that will show E coli colonies
in dark blue due to a particular chemical
reaction. An egg incubator was also ob-
tained to hold the samples at 95 degrees,
a temperature defined to facilitate the
development of E coli colonies.

We also defined 5 testing sites and
have taken the samples yearly from
these same five sites. We measure E coli
as that is considered an indicator bac-
teria for pollution and safety for water
activities. Higher levels may not neces-
sarily mean water is unsafe, but is an in-

Waterfront Specialist

Serving Michigan
and Indiana

SUSIE TUCKER

REALTY

269-641-5775 Office

www.susietucker.com
Susie@susietucker.com

dicator that there may be other bacteria
of danger or potentially mutated E coli
that can lead to serious illnesses. Thus,
when one reads of beach closures it is
due to high levels of E coli, commonly as
a result of runoff from combined sewer
storm water drains after large rains, or
big goose populations on a shoreline.

Again, this year the results show
virtually no E coli from the samples
taken. Three sites had no E coli colonies
grow, and one site had a single colony
from triplicate petri plates. The only
sampling site where we have had high E
coli levels is from the inlet stream in the
northeast part of the lake.

Previously, E coli from this site
has been genetically tested and is of
non-human origin and thus not a sewer
leak. Also, as we have demonstrated in
the past, as well as this year, the E coli
levels 20 feet away from the stream are

574-320-6697 cer

no more than any other part of the lake
indicating an almost immediate dilution
effect.

The bottom line is Birch lake is still
the safe lake it has been for all water
activities. Since there has been no issue
with this test for the past 14 years, we
may discontinue this testing in future
years, unless we see a particular need to
resume.

PS There is bacteria in the lake just
as there is bacteria everywhere in all
ecosystems. Remember you as individu-
als have 70 trillion (yes trillion) bacteria
on the surface of your skin as well as in
your alimentary tract.

XX

Zillow

5-STAR AGENT

sus:e@sus:etuckenom .I 74-320-6 697

ATTENTION SELLERS:
LISTINGS NEEDED TO FILL OVERWHELMING

PROPERTY.

DEMAND FROM BUYERS! CALL ME FOR
A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS OF YOUR




| FLEET CAPTAIN’S CORNER |

Finally, a Sunday with good wind!

fter five Sundays without
good wind for sailboat races,
Sunday morning brought a
ice 8 mph breeze and plenty
of time to complete three races before
rain arrived.

Committee Boat Captain Bad Patty
and her crew were missed, as Bad Patty
was not feeling well. We hope to see
you back next Sunday, Patty and crew!
Many thanks to Tom Cassady and Sandy
Vitale for pitching in and handling both
the Course Setting and Committee Boat
duties so that the races could proceed.

Scott Troeger led the MC fleet with
1-2-1, while Commodore Barb Cassady
got a first and a second. Pat Welch
scored a third and a second. Phil Vitale
and Bill Luecht each snagged a third
place.

11920 McKinley St.

Jones, Michigan
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In the Sunfish fleet, Rick Russwurm
and Stewart Spratt battled it out, with
Rick going 1-2-1 and Stewart 2-1-2.
Close behind were Herb Cleveland with
two third-place finishes, and Bob Niez-
godski with a third place.

I watched part of the races, while
spending time with visiting family mem-
bers. It was really great to see sailing
back in action on Birch Lake! My thanks
to Stewart Spratt, who filled in for me as
fleet captain.

REVIVAL OF DON HARMON KIDZ
REGATTA SATURDAY, AUG/ 13
Everyone with a sailboat and a
kid on board is welcome at Bob King’s
revival of the Don Harmon Kidz Regatta
this Saturday! Meet at the King’s home
on the North Shore at 11 am for a light
lunch and then fun
sailing!

BLYC-CAMP TAN-
NADOONAH
JUNIOR SAILING
PROGRAM - ONE
FINAL WEEK
COMING UP!
Commodore
Barb Cassady’s won-
derful column in last
week’s Birch Barker

4
5505

shared her recent experiences in teach-
ing sailing at Camp Tannadoonah. Barb
will be back again next week as our “clos-
er,” to share her love of sailing as well as
her formidable sailing skills with young
campers during the final week of the
camp season.

And on Friday, August 12 at approx-
imately 9 pm. all boaters are invited to
float near the camp and be serenaded by
the campers as they descend the stairs
by candlelight. It will be a beautiful
finale to a great season at Camp Tanna-
doonah!

~F.C. Steve

Salon" & Spa

(269) 244-5510

Www.satorisalonandspa.com
Email: satorisalonspagmail.com

Understanding
" Insightful
Effective™
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THK LAw, LLP

Estate planning
Elder law
Business counsel
Mediation
Litigation

Cassopolis | South Bend | Elkhart
269.445.1818 | thklaw.com



BircH LAKE SAILING

MC Scow/Sailor MC Races 20

Scott Troeger #1489.................... T 2o T 19042.............. 1587 e 12 e, 60.0%
Barb Cassady #2506 ................... 2 e 3 B 23695.............. 1481 e, 15 e, 75.0%
Bob King #1199.........ccccvvveuenee. DNS............ DNS.............. DNS........... 12852.............. 1428 ..., LS 45.0%
Phil Vitale #500........cc..ccovvurenee. 4o Qe TR 19934.............. 1424 ... 14 .. 70.0%
Bill Luecht #1579.......ccccovveenn..e. 1 TR L T 4. 25495.............. 1416 .. 18 e, 90.0%
Pat Welch #1979.........cccccovvvennne. 5 e, 1 T 2 23327 ... 1372 7 A 85.0%
Pat McGann #1735........ccccoeuveuee.. (S J TR (ST (ST 22210 1306 16 e 80.0%
Amber Grundy........cccceeevrenenee. DNS............ DNS.............. DNS........... 17567 .............. 1255 .. 14 70.0%
Sandy Vitale.........c.cccceeevveeenenene. DNS .............. DNS.............. DNS........... 12732.............. 1157 e I 55.0%
Steve Frew........coceeceeeveeeieeennene DNS .............. DNS............. DNS............ 6276............... 1046 S 30.0%
Sunfish/Sailor Sunfish races 20

Gail TurlocK.......ccccoveeeviieieenne DNS .............. DNS............. DNS............ 3200............... 1600.....cccieeeeceeecee e 2 e 10.0%
Bob King ....ccooveeeeeeeeeeee, DNS............ DNS.............. DNS............ 4727 oo LY G T 15.0%
Pat McGann........ccccccecevvveeeenennne DNS.......... DNS.............. DNS............ 3121, 15671 e 2 e 10.0%
Rick Russwurm (Green/Blue)...... 1 .....cccceeuenvee. 2 s T 30675.............. 1534 ..o, 20 e, 100.0%
Pete Soldato........cccceeveevenenee. DNS.............. DNS.............. DNS............ 5934 ............... 1484 ... S 20.0%
Stewart Spratt...........cccceeveieiiennnns 2 e T 2 16139.............. 48T .., 1 55.0%
Scott Sortal ........cceeveeeeeeeenne. DNS............ DNS.............. DNS........... 7230............... 1446 ..., L Y, 25.0%
Amy Troeger......cccceeveeeveeerennnnnn DNS............ DNS.............. DNS............ 5565.....cccve. 1391 e 4o, 20.0%
Steve Frew.......ccoveeeeeeeeeeceeeen, DNS............ DNS.............. DNS........... 11061 .............. 1383 < T 40.0%
Bob NiezgodskKi ..........ccccueveueenenne. R, K T 4. 26049.............. 1371 e, 19 e, 95.0%
Herb Cleveland...........cccoceueneene. G T Qe K TR, 15736.............. S 1 i 12 e, 60.0%
Camille Butler........ccooovveeeveeeene LT LS 5. 22560.............. 1253 e 16 e 80.0%
Cole McGann Bell...................... DNS............ DNS.............. DNS............ 2458............... L 2 e 10.0%
Chris Scofiled.........ccccoeeiieenne DNS.............. DNS.............. DNS............ 2381 ... 19T e 2 e 10.0%
Jeff Walls.......ccoooevveeieeieene DNS............ DNS.............. DNS............ U7 ... 184 ., < J 40.0%
Tammy Walls ........cccoooeeereennnn. DNS.............. DNS.............. DNS............ 1089............... 1089 L T, 5.0%

DNS (Did Not Sail) does not count against season score, however sailor must complete 2/3 of races to qualify for season.; DNF (Did Not Finish) DSQ
(Disqualified) scores as last place (if 5 boats started the race, you will be scored as 5th place). DNF, DSQ not counted toward minimum number of
races needed; CB - sailor who serves on Committee Boat receives their season average place as of that date - counted toward season total.

Season Points are awarded on Square of 40 system (1st = 40 squared = 1600, 2nd = 39 squared, etc.) Season Place = total season points/number of

races attempted; Crew - Counted toward completed races, Points go to skipper of boat.

tax accounting & payroll services since 1955

An accounting practice serving
southwestern Michigan for over
60 years specializing in
small business accounting

We offer A free no-obligation discussion about your business
requirements, competitive pricing,personal account manager,
corporate & personal tax prep, tax planning/tax representa-
tion, full-service payroll, affordable time keeping solutions,
financial analysis, pay-as-you-go Workers’ Comp Insurance

Tax planning
Need assistance with your tax planning? Don’t we all! We can
help you plan for your taxes before your business is even off
the ground

Bookkeeping/Financial Statement Compilation
Depending on your needs, we can do your bookkeeping for
you or we can teach you how to accurately keep records

over 30 years!

For an online quote, o to

Federal and State Forms
We’'ll help you apply for all the tax IDs and forms you need

2056 Plaza Drive
Benton Harbor, Ml 49022

269-926-2191
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12097 M-60 ¢ Jones, MI
269-244-1446
info@odonnellsdocks.com
Autorized Dealer For:
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— Barker Kids of the Week —

| e
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For the second year in a row, Papaw Russwurm (northside) got to spend the day kid dragging to celebrate our oldest Grand-
daughter Greta Beacher’s birthday. She was joined by California friends the Mortillaro’s. From left Tina, Gianna, Papaw, Julia,
Clara, Lyla, Greta, Gabriella, and our favorite daughter Lori.

FALL DINNER

August 20, 2022

at the Birch Lake Yacht Club
5:30 — Appetizers:

an assortment of cheese and crackers, fruits, and vegetables and dip

6:30 — Dinner:

Polish Sausage, broasted chicken, kluski noodles, mashed potatoes and gravy, sweet & sour cabbage,
seasoned green beans, rolls and butter (catering provided by The Skillet, South Bend)

7:30 — Year-End Meeting
$25 per person

Tickets must be purchased in advance by using the Birch Lake Yacht Club website

https://store.birchlake}yachtclub.com/

or by contacting Vice Commodore Deb Hall (cove).

Tickets must be purchased by August 11.

No tickets will be sold at the door or after the above date.




— Barker Kids of the Week —

Miss Lauren Snider (cove) celebrated her
5th birthday last Sunday with family and lake
friends.

Birch Barker
Marc and Lynn Caene- el KidS of the Week

peel (west side) sent
in these photos of
their grandsons, Dylan
& Jack Caenepeel,
visiting from South
Carolina. They caught

Want your kid to be a Barker Kid of the
Week? Want your dog to be a Dog of
the Week? Want your lawnmower to be
the Lawnmower of the Week?

Mail your photo (with a SASE if you want

this monster snapping | ¥ ) \ ' it back) to Birch Barker, 63174 Birch
turtle, from the end of Lafl & & Rd., Vandalia, Ml 49095; or put them in a
the pier while trying to AN £ : ziplock in the mailbox at 63174 Birch Rd.
fish? What a surprise ail e e (on the east side), or email me at

after their Dad, Jason, 4 e — : Sailorphil@PhilVitale com
had to go in and net it!! e = = . :

The Moon for Spongebob Word Search
this Saturday 6 TR EEDOMETCDDTIEVE SP N
(At Midnight, US Central time, LRMI CV QD QR WV Z W66 I P NAU
as viewed from the Northem Hemisphere) R cHUMBUCKETA®GK OC B TU
lluminated Fraction: 0.928 HMERMATIODMANITINDBDHVRR
2.2 days after full moon P FUNOTKMNALZPNG WHQFTI 6
N OT E A QOE X P I E R S Y P X C Q
K ¥R A G D OTI BEBT MQTGQ S KH
Y I Z AU E I N O O KR E U T WN-R W
QS EKHNETRBRQKUY I AR QC K
K Q F ¢ B AT NWVR S X S D P D J E F
R UTIT JT P OP E ARLV A WY Z2 & F V
Jg A RP ME HBTI NMNKK Z A BH B F &
S R L &5 X b s VvI AP WF R B I ¥ UK
TEY OB ELCANRAZRBTIUDAJ DP R
Y P HY R R AL I I VY B ¥ N RI NS O
K A E E X A C F J HDOUL I KR ARL
R N B JEL L ¥ F I S H WZ C B S5 MY
A T QI B MT TV QJTF K B B J F L O
B 5 J QA Y U6 C T ENTIR AL C MEB
Sunrise: 06:47:13 AM BARNACLE BOY. MR KRABS
Sunset: 20:46:28 PM R DUCKET PATRICK
Moonrise: 22:10:54 PM ﬁ;ﬁ‘;nsﬂ PINEAPFLE
Moonset: 08:26:41 AM A AERY PATTY SPONGEBOB
Daylight: 13 Hr 59 Min 14 Sec I ARmy RAB SOUIDWARD,

MERMAID MAN TREE DOME




Birch Barker Funnies

OUR SUSPICIONS How | feel when trying
FINALLY CON to get out of bed

every morning.

llivelcome 1o the
7, - S conclusion that |
7\, "have a memory like an
Okay, you guys know the drill. Eich-A-Sketch...
Our customers finally know Ishake my head and
where to find everything. forget everything!
Tonight we mix it all up again.

Stop taking Facebook
posts personal!

ing is real here. Look
at this chicken

¥ &

It is bigger than the car

CHICKS LOVEIT.

‘(f AN I am not
- !« o aginglike
g wine, I
"Laughing at your own am aging
g mistakes can lengthen oy —
» e) your life like milk.
(S - Shakespeare gelling
Sour and
"Laughing at your Chunky
wife's mistakes can
shorten your life."
- Shakespeare's Wife PaddyCake




aked sliced toma-

toes covered with a Step 1 - Preheat oven to

cheesy, spicy top-
ping. Yummy!

Ingredients:
4 ripe tomatoes, sliced

4 tablespoons mayonnaise
4 tablespoons Parmesan
cheese

1 tablespoon Dijon mustard
1 tablespoon brown mus-
tard

1 teaspoon dried oregano

D) s i ”y ] TV 7 7=
S rovided '(/,.l.z'rf///»)//fr‘/y to the DBirch Barker Srom Mrs. - Ima -fy('/'////////yr‘

PARMESAN TOMATOES -

MMY!
Directions: R ; o
350 degrees F (175 de-
grees C).

Step 2 - Arrange tomato
slices in a single layer
on a baking sheet. In a
small bowl, mix together
mayonnaise, Parmesan,
Dijon mustard, and
brown mustard. Season a e .
with oregano, and salt o A W
and pepper to taste. Use L oLk ;
a spoon to top each to- I 198 i
Step 3 - Bake in preheated
oven for approximately 15

salt and pepper to taste mato slice with a small

1 teaspoon chopped fresh amount of the mayonnaise
parsley mixture. Sprinkle with

Y4 cup shredded mozzarella Mozzarella , and then top
cheese with parsley.

minutes, or until golden
brown.
Serve immediately.
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— Camp Tannadoonah —

hard to believe the summer is near-
ly over. Our after school programs

start up again on the 22nd of August!

This week at camp we have special
activities on Friday evening for the
final council fire event of the season.
If you want to watch the Friday night
candlelight serenade, we will likely be
coming down the stairs around 9pm.

At Council Fire on Friday we will
be honoring our Order of the Birch re-
cipients. This year we had 20 campers
complete the Order of the Birch award,
and they have all been invited back as
guests for this Council Fire for a cere-
mony recognizing their achievement.

The Order of the Birch is the high-
est honor a camper can earn at Camp
Tannadoonah. In order to qualify, they
must be going into at least the 7th
grade, and have attended camp for
at least 5 summers. During the week
they are here at camp, they must com-
plete a series of tasks, including keep-
ing their bunk neat and clean, going to
Polar Bear every morning, attending
each “free choice” activity at least
one time during the week, help lead
our song circle one night, be a model
camper, and on Friday night read or
perform a poem, song, or speech about
what Camp Tannadoonah means to
them.

I t’s the last week of camp and it’s

Here are a few of the speeches/
poems that campers wrote this year for
their Order of the Birch awards:

On a hill, above the lake, in among the
trees, lies my home away from home. | have been
coming to Camp Tannadoonah for 7 years. Every
summer | have been here all of my counselors
and staff have made me feel at home. Each
summer more memories are made. Bonding with
my cabin and other campers / counselors is the
biggest part of camp. There are so many traditions
at camp, but there are ones that mean most to
me. Sing and council fire are very special. We
are all brought together. Another traditional is the
moming quote at flag. Every moming it is nice
to hear an uplifting quote at the beginning of the
day. These traditions and more are all a part of
the camp experience. That's what draws me back
every summer. The counselors will always have a
place in my heart. All the staff and counselors have
made me want to come back to camp next year
to be a CIT. Their kindness, caring, and encour-
agement show me that | can strive one day to be
like them. Every year | have been looking forward
to receiving and becoming part of the Order of the
Birch. I will always hold Camp T in my heart.

~ Grace

A gathering of friends.

We meet in cabins of summer hope and
laughter

Surrounded by high wooden walls

We share tiny pieces of ourselves, only
to depart, to start fresh again next year
But the memories last a lifetime

A gathering of friends, on a hill
Almost total isolation, we’re freed from
the real world
Serene walks across the grounds
This is my safe place, even through the
sun’s hot malice
Every blade of grass, every rock, every
weathered footpath
Is my summer pride and joy
On a hill, above a lake
A see a shimmering star, we bask in its
glow
For early morning trips down the nev-
er-ending stairs
And special singing times, it absorbs our
jolly spirits
Keeps them for generations to come
Above a lake, among the trees
Mighty trunks frame our woodland oasis
Housing birds and their nests, scamper-
ing squirrels
And the whispering words of campers
young and old
These trees are a sturdy pillar for me to
fall back on
Each year they softly croon with dreams
and wishes
A testament to Tannadoonah’s legacy
among the trees
A gathering of friends, on a hill, above a
lake, among the trees

~Salem

~Mrs. Amber

Considering selling your lake home or property?

Jon’t wait!

Here are a few great reasons to put your

home on the market.
* Beat the competition ¢ Inventory is at an all time low
* Plenty of qualified buyers actively looking
* More people than ever are looking for a second home

Dennis Bamber and his group sold over 100 waterfront and
lake access homes in Michigan and Indiana over the past few years.

Dennis has been a Diamond Lake resident for over 30 years.
Many of the group’s listings sold quickly and over asking price. Take advantage of their wealth
of experience with lake properties and contact Dennis now!

Cressy&Everetﬁ |

REAL ESTATE
Above. And Beyond.

701 Spruce Street ¢ Dowagiac, Ml 49047

RSP iTs * * % t 2019
""‘S"‘""§" Chairmean 5 Chlub

THE DENNIS BAMBER GROUP
LAKE & WATERFRONT SPECIALISTS

574-532-3808

dennisbamber@cressyeverett.com



CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

FOR SALE:
For Sale: PUPPIES. We have a sweet and beauti-
ful litter of 6 pups. They are a mix of Border Collie and

sets all year long. Possible ski, pontoon, row boat, and
sailboats available for rent. Sleeps six in beds room for
more. Contact Pat McGann call/text 574-532-5377.

Former Commodore (John Gableman) needs mod-
ern design Sunfish rudder blade, old,
handyman special OK. Call Bob 574-299-0705

Australian Shepherd, and are 6 weeks old. Several are
spoken for, but we still have 3 available. Feel free to
stop by just for your ‘puppy fix'. Call our cottage phone,
269-476-2652, or try my cell phone, 312-287-9274..

Interested in a unique fun vacation? Check out our
Florida Village house at ourhomedrent.com/
cjp Call 574-596-2154 for more info.

SERVICES:
| do sewing and mending at fair prices - zip-
pers, hemming, small alterations; call Kathy at 476-
9317
FREE:
Small children’s rowboat, 8 long, free to a
good home. Contact Jon @ 574 339-6492

FOUND:
White cushion, looks like a boat cushion,
washed up on west side after the big storms recently.
Call Ron or Katie (269) 476-9317 to claim.
WANTED
Wave runner in good running condition. 2000 or
newer. -Kevin 773-304-8042

Found: One Pelican kayak paddle. Sitting
on end of Dugan pier or call 269-832-5588.

Doggie Sitting

Generac Portable generator, starts hard,
runs great, $300 OBO, call Bob at 574-299-0705 (leave
a message)

$5- 1 Hour I'll take care of:
$50- 12 Hours (day) -Walks $3
-Doggie doo doo $0.50 per pile
Email Me at: ‘feeding $0.50 (water included)|
dsniderl 19@&gmail .comPets+attention FREE

Jet Ski lift. PRICE REDUCED -PWC -T'll quote anything else

cantilever lift, 750lb capacity and 51"beam. Price
$$300. Call 574-220-0407

If your pooch is active, laid
back, or ruff, no problem. T'll
take care of theml

Weightlifting bench $20. Call 574-220-0407

FOR RENT:
Birch Cottage 4 Rent: Three bedroom, one
bath with tub and shower, lakefront house on
Birch Lake. New granite kitchen new stainless
appliances with dishwasher, washer and dryer. Nice
pier with big platform. Plenty of parking. Beautiful sun-

Whether you're going on a
date, going out of town, or
whatever your plans are if your
need a helpful hand to take
care of your k9 pal T got youlll

Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.

VOTED NILES
BUSINESS OF
THE YEAR!

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.
Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year!

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING

® Licensed Plumbers

® Drug-Free Employees

® Criminal Background Checked Employees

® No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done

® 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

® True 24-Hour Emergency Service

® Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”

® Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms | MINUTE

® Longest Warranties in the Business

® Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee
During Business Hours S

———

® Bonus — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

2400 N 5th @ Niles, MI

269-687-7192 nies, v
866'751 '1 470 Toll Free

Emergency
Service

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

—-] o I‘ Major Credit Cards Accepted

o ) B 1N

35 Yre & Coder

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net



HOW TO BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR
DON’T POWER LOAD! .

When putting your boat onto a trailer, don’t “power
load” by using the motor to get it onto the trailer.

Power loading causes damage to the ground
behind the boat ramp and makes it difficult for
other boaters to move their vessels.

This message is brought to you by the Homeowners Association of Birch Lake

2022 BILYC QIFIFICIEERS & DIIRIECTORS

2022 BLYC OFFICERS

Barb Cassady (E) ... Commodore
574-229-9815........... barbcassady49@gmail.com
Deb Hall (Cove)............ Vice Commodore

219-765-8691 ......ccecvvverenee bdeh@sbcglobal.net
Deb Spratt, Treasurer (N) ................ 476-2113

debspratt@comcast.net
Mike Sheffieck, Secretary (W)..................
708-220-1506.............. mcsheffieck@gmail.com

Steve Frew, Fleet Captain (E) 708-285-2999
stephenbfrew@gmail.com

BLYC Directors
Angela Bergan (E) ......cccoeeeveenirenenns 561-603-5522
berganfsu@aol.com
Greg Bolin (W).....oceeeeeceeseea 476-2420
gbolin31@aol.com
Ed Chester (E)......cccovviieciinennrneccens 476-1010
ed@chesterlawoffice.com
Karen Curtis-Miller (E) .......cccccoeveeunee. 574-261-6712

krcurtismiller@gmail.com

Terry DUgan (S)...cccveeeeninererenieieieeeens 476-2814
s581122@aol.com

Bernie Garceau........c.cccoeeiecnnnneceens 476-9862
bgarceau@norcoind.com

Chas Grundy (E).......cccoveeeereennnens 574-315-0217
chas.grundy@gmail.com

Patty Luecht (E) ....cccooeeeeiirrcnd 476-2615
pgalloway4@yahoo.com

P. Com. Pat McGann (E).......cccovuu.. 574-532-5377
pat@mcgannhay.com

Laura Pence (E).....ccccccevenene. Ipence3@gmail.com
Sarah Petty (N)......ccccovvnnieciinnnene 564-274-9202
sarahkpetty@gmail.com

Claudia Phipps (N)......cccovreereenenerninens i476-7073
claudia2154@gmail.com

Vickie ROGErS (C) ...oovveeerereirieerieerieiee 476-2383
tvrogers@frontier.com

Rick Russwurm (N)........ccvuvnincccrernnnenens 476-2407
paramountp@aol.com

Scott Troeger (E).......cccorrerrereerenenrineneas 476-9898

scott.troeger@btlaw.com

Phil Vitale (E).....ocovveeeieiinreniceererennne 476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com
or onlinebarker@gmail.com

Sandy Vitale (E) ....cccovverrnnneecicnrnen 476-1680
sv6102@gmail.com

Dan Waxman (E), .....cceererereneneereeeneenes 317-506-1680
DWaxman@uversiti.org

Denny Weesner ..........cccccvvennenenenne 219-765-8602
dkwees@cs.com

Sue WIllIams (S)......cccvvveicennennenenennas 476-8886

smwillia@comcast.net

OTHER ATTENDEES
Paul Fallon (E) ............. Chairman, Water Quality
476-1467 ... pauljfallon@gmail.com
Blair Garceau (E). Chairman, Homeowners
476-9862.......ccooeeeeeeeeene blairgarceau@gmail.com
blairgarceau@gmail.com

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB

THE TIME IS RIGHT
TO PAY YOUR DUES!

- BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

- BLYC Associate Member* Dues ($10/ year)
*Associate membership is available to current associate members
and for non-lake residents who wish to support the BLYC

Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

Total contribution:

Building Improvement Fund

FIREWORKS FUND

Water Quality Program

Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication

Safety Committee

Make checks payable to

Other non-party related expenses

BLYC Roof Fund
- BLYC AED Fund

- Misc.

BLYC

and mail to Deb Spratt, Treasurer
18100 Farmington Hills Dr.
South Bend, IN 46637

Now you can go online at HTTP:/BIRCHLAKEYACHTCLUB.COM to pay your dues




EMERGENCY HEART DEFIBRILLATOR
(AED) locations on Birch Lake
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Cass County
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(See County Highway Map)
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There are six (6) automated external defibrillator
units on Birch Lake. The boxes that contain these de-
vices are located at the following locations (see map):

1. West Shore, Sheffieck home,
62875 Birch Lakeview Dr.

2. North Shore, Smitley home,
14859 Birch Northshore Dr.15046

3. East Shore, Vitale home,
63174 Birch Rd.

4. South Shore, Eberhart home,
15046 Birch Lakeshore Dr.

5. South/East Shore, Troeger home,
63696 Birch Rd.

6. Southwest Shore, DeYoung home,
63255 Storey Hill St.

All units are on the ROAD SIDE of the property
and accessible by vehicle or on foot.

IN AN EMERGENCY:

1. CALL 911 and report the emergency
and the patient’s location immediately.
2. Pull the box open, remove the or-
ange-colored unit, TAKE IT TO THE
PATIENT and open the device by
pressing the white lever at the bottom.
3. An automated voice will guide you
through the setup and use of the de-
fibrillator. Follow the instructions as
they are given.

4. Continue to follow the instructions
as given, and stay with the patient until
help arrives.




SUN
SHADE

AWNING

Retractable
Awnings
for Decks

and Patios

Boat Covers
and Tops

Aluminum
Awnings

Contact Mark at 269-244-5307

markbidelman@comceast.net

12291 Bidelman Road Rl e »
Three Rivers, M1 40003 (@AWINgs

www.SunandShadeAwning.com




