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COMMENTS

Commodore’s Comments #9
July 23, 2022
is was a busy weekend for me.
I This was Year 3 of “Camp Marge.”
Initiated the summer of 2020 by
our daughter Maggie, she has repeated it
for two more summers. The “Marge” part
comes from what her older brothers, and
now her five nieces and nephews, call her.
“Camp” is only 24 hours long but you
would think with the planning, prepara-
tion, and implementation of this activity
that it was a week-long event. Friday
afternoon we picked up Maggie’s nieces
and nephews — ages eight down to just-

turned-two. Luckily, only one is still in dia-

pers! When we got everyone to the lake,
they were so excited. Maggie read them
the itinerary and then each child had to
select a camp name. I was out of the room
during this process so I can’t explain the
reasoning behind any of the names the
kids chose: Seaweed, Blueberry Bush, Elk,
Apple Tree, and Coconut. Next each child
picked their bunk in “Buck’s Bunkhouse.”
The two-year-old didn’t get a choice as he
was relegated to the baby crib. And one
child had to sleep on the floor in a sleeping
bag with his older sister’s name embroi-
dered on it but he never once complained.
Maggie took a photo of each of them as

S g e e a
Seven of Jeannie and Pat Welch’s grandchildren (south side) visiting beautiful Birch Lake from Indiana, Ohio and Colorado.
Ages range from 15 months to 12 years old.

they held up a “Happy Camper” sign sit-
ting in their bunk. We so hoped this would
set the tone for their stay.

The kids had heard their Dar (what
they call their Grandpa Tom) had bought
them all fishing poles. They were kid-sized
and were called “Fish Stix.” The itinerary
was quickly ditched, and they were all
about the fishing. Tom tied little plastic
fish to the end of the lines and they basi-
cally just casted over and over again. I was
on untangling fishing line duty; when Dar
was asked to untangle he just cut the line
and started over. It was amazing how this
activity kept them enthralled for so long.
When they tired of the fishing they came
inside to play while we made dinner: fro-
zen cheese pizza and a variety of fruit.
More “fishing” and then it was time to put
the baby down. The four older kids agreed
on a movie, and they settled down watch-
ing it and eating popcorn. Soon we heard
laughter and giggles. So neat how simple

-

Birch Lake Calendar

July 23 - Family Picnic, BLYC, See P3
July 23 - Five Lakes MC Regatta, Indian
Lake, details tha

July 27 - Going Away Party for Gordon
& Michelle Seyfarth, 6:30 pm, Phipps’
July 29 - Mens Golf, Pine View., 1:30 pm
shotgun start, dinner & awards following P9
Aug. 6 - Corn & Sausage Roast, 5:30-7
pm, BLYC

Aug 13 - Kidz Regatta, Kings’ (north s9de)
Aug. 17 - Hazardous waste and tire col-
lection, Road Commission, Cass, 3-6 pm
Aug. 20 - Fall Dinner, BLYC, See P5
Aug. 26 - Birch Lake Ladies Style Show
& Luncheon, Woodfire, Dowagiac, See P 2
Sept 11 - Sailing Awards, Frew's house
Sept 17 - Crockpot Challenge, 6 pm,
more details tha

BLYC BOARD MEETINGS

August 6, and Sept. 10
All meetings start at 9 am @ BLYC

slap-stick humor gets them going. As bed-
time approached, they asked Mamie (what
they call me) for a Mr. Scoots story. I've
been making up these somewhat scary sto-
ries for my kids and now the grandchil-
dren for years and they love them. The
youngest asked for “a nice Mr. Scoots
story” so Mamie had to tame down the

The Birch Barker will consider ads and editorial items for potential publication. E-mail items to sailorphil@philvitale.com, mail them to me (or put them in the
stone mailbox) at 63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore). Contact Editor Phil at onlinebarker@gmail.com, or at 476-1680 (no text). Contact Commodore Barb

Cassady, via email at barbcassady49@gmail.com or call 574-574-229-9815 . DEADLINE is Noon on the Tuesday of the week before the publication.




— Birch Lake Notes —

scary parts. Staying with the theme, of
course the main characters of the story
were at summer camp. Maggie slept in the
room next to the bunk room so this year I
got to sleep in my own bed instead of the
top bunk with the four-year old “talker.”
As the adults settled down to sleep, we
kept getting pictures texted to us of our
two sons and their wives all together at a
restaurant and later getting a drink. They
ended up at both places unbeknownst their
sibling would be there. They were taking
advantage of a free night and by the looks
of the pictures they were definitely “Happy
Campers.”

Morning came too soon with the last
one asleep, the first one up. I got bacon
going and prepped for blueberry pancakes
(Come to think of it, I should have had
“Blueberry Bush” helping me with this).
The meal was quick as “fishing” was on
their minds. Next on the itinerary was
water balloon games that quickly turned
into an all-out water balloon war. Mamie
and Marge were soaking wet and that
water was COLD! Grandpa Dar took the
two four-year-olds for a ride in the “fast”
boat which they love. After lunch it was
back outside to teach them some lawn
games. As I was explaining “Mother May
I” the eight-year-old interrupted me to
inform me that the game was actually
called “How many steps before the Queen?”
When did the name change and why did it
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change? You start feeling old and like what
we had wasn’t relevant.

Soon after the games I was getting life
jackets on the kids to do some paddle
boarding, and one of the kids, yes it was
that eight-year-old again, asked me a ques-
tion. I was explaining that she had a
“child” size jacket on, but she was really a
“youth” size. I further explained there were
infant, child, youth and adult size jackets.

“Well,” she said (did I mention her
middle name is Precocious?), “Mamie,
there is something called ‘middle-age,’
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LADIES’ STYLE SHOW AND LUNCHEON

ashion

FRIDAY, AUGUST 26 11 ouwmv
WOOD FIRE TRATTORIA
FASHIONS BY THE MARSHALL SHOPPE
TICKETS $32

CALL
JEANNIE WELCH 574-286-2890
DENNY WEESNER 269-476-2569
RONNI ESHLEMAN 317-418-9557
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what is that?” I explained her Mamie and
Dar were middle-aged. She replied, “and
after that is elderly, right?” I agreed. She
then told me she would just call us “young
elderly.” I said, “Girlfriend, you can call me
anything with ‘young’ in the name!”

The party came to an end when the
dads arrived. Marge took them to the
Camp Store where they got to pick out
some snacks and candy. The bigger prizes:
Hot Wheels cars, a light-up jump rope, and
more, were doled out earlier when Marge
and I were losing their attention and the
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— Birch Lake Notes —

interest was fading. One of the boys
grabbed his loot, jumped up on a barstool
and promptly devoured his pack of chips
and then tore into his mini candy bar. You
would have thought we hadn’t fed him
anything since he arrived.

As their cars pulled away and were
still in sight, I turned to Maggie and said,
“Marg Marge?” We were on the boat relax-
ing with our books and enjoying our salty
margaritas within minutes. Now who was
the “Happy Camper?”

2022 BlLYC
FAMILY Pievie

Saturday July 23
5:30pm-9pm

A free party for the E
Birch Lake community ¢
and your guests .
Games, food, and music E
BURGERS,

(g ol |
NN ICE CREAM, >3
A9} EMONADE .«
OPEN FOR 214+ ¢

Speaking of “Happy Campers,” get
those kids and grandkids to Saturday’s
Family Picnic at the yacht club, starting at
5:30 pm. Your entire family and guests are
welcome, and the food and live band are
all complimentary! Don’t forget BLYC Golf
Outings: Ladies’ on Friday, July 22; Men’s
Friday, July 29. Looking ahead to August
reserve your tickets for the Fall Dinner
(August 20) and the Ladies’ Style Show
and Luncheon (August 26) by going to:
birchlakeyachtclub.com. More information
on these and other events in this Barker
issue. Kudos to Claudia Phipps for orga-
nizing last week’s Flotilla. Seven boats
rafted together to share food and friend-
ship.

Take care, be safe, and I'll see you out
on the lake.

~Commodore Barb Cassady

Ladies Style Show and Luncheon
Mark your calendars for the Birch
Lake Ladies’ Style Show and Luncheon on

Friday, August 26th. Lunch will begin at
11 at the Wood Fire Trattoria in Dowagiac.
Six lovely Birch Lake ladies will be model-
ing fashions from the Marshall Shoppe.
There are three lunch options. Tickets are
$32, and include main dish, salad, dessert,
non-alcoholic drink, tax, and tip. Tickets
can be purchased from Ronni Eshleman,
317-418-9557, Denny Weesner 650-862-
4711, or Jeannie Welch 574-286-2890.
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Carry Outs avallable
69608 Sunset Blvd

(269) 641-5317

11 am to Midnight

Zimmyville (Union), Michigan
ZIMMY’S TAVERN

http://www.zimmystavern.com

They will also be available online on the
Birch Lake Yacht Club website. This event
sold out last year, so get your tickets early!

Hazardous waste, tire collection

A household hazardous waste collec-
tion will be held on August 17, 2022 from 3
to 6 pm at the Cass County Road
Commission, 340 N O’Keefe St, Cassopolis.
The event is sponsored by the Cass County
Board of Commissioners.

In addition, Cass County has received

FAREWELLPARTY FOR GORDON 4 NTCHELLE SEYFARTH
Wher Wehesdy Juy 7
Tin: 630 pn-6:30pm

Bring: Apefizr o e
Where: o of (ot §Denis i

14719 Kl Wonds e
Heh coete th Seyfrtls 20y o g n Bt od
teie e The Viloges, FlorideDesert o Wine il provided

Normally Open
7 days/wk

Welcome to Jaywalker

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville
on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

423-6011

Give Your
Boat New
Life

REPOWER NOW

APOLLO MARINE

South side of Gravel Lake
15355 96th Avenue, Lawton, Mi 49065
www.apollomarine.net

1-888-996-BOAT
SALES @ SERVICE @ STORAGE

We serve all
area lakes

We rent
pontoon
boats




— Birch Lake Notes —

a grant for the collection of used passenger  homes on Birch Lake and available each (no texts since I don’t use a cell phone).

car/pickup truck tires. No appointment is week at http://www.philvitale.com/ Deadline for any week is noon on

necessary. Proof of residency is required. Barker/BirchBarker.htm. Tuesday prior to publication.

The event will be held on August 17, from To submit items for publication, email

3 to 6 pm at the Cass County Road sailorphil@philvitale.com or onlinebarker@ Yacht Club building use

Commission, 340 N O’Keefe St, Cassopolis.  gmail.com, mail to 63174 Birch Rd, To make arrangements to use the
Vandalia, MI 49095. To contact the editor, =~ BLYC building, contact Sandy Vitale at

The Printed Birch Barker email onlinebarker@gmail.com or to sailor-  269-476-1680 or 269-858-8184.

The Birch Barker is delivered to phil@philvitale.com, or call 269-476-1680

Scannel/Hogoboom reunion

The Scannell/Hogoboom aka ScaBoom reunion was last Saturday. It was the
perfect opportunity to wish Patricia Scannell Hogoboom a Happy 90th
Birthday! Pat has been coming to Birch Lake for over 80 years and was one of
the original editors of The Birch Barker.

The |
LAKE LIFE

REALTY GROUP

Get a FREE market analysis!

" g des ol Deso o NMal s
Contact Paul DelLano:

Ll

| 269-445-8877

Paul@ThelakelLife.com

LISTINGS NEEDED!
NOW IS A GREAT TIME

TO LIST YOUR HOME!

Birch Lake homes are

SELLING!

CALL
PAUL DELANO

TODAY
269-445-8877 Paul@ThelLakelife.com




— Birch Lake Notes —

Blast from the Past

That’s East Siders Bad Patty and Bill Luecht at a BLYC party in
2001. Rumor has it they were actually dancing, but the truth is Bill
was explaining to Patty how a surveyor’s transit works ...

Birch Lake Mens’
Golf Outing

The Birch Lake Men’s Golf Outing will take place on the July, 29
beginning with a 1:30 pm shotgun start at Pine View Golf Club, 52065
Pulver Rd.. The cest 1s $75 each ($300 per foursome). Please show us
how your foursome makes it fun, and dress accordingly. Awards for best
(craziest) dressed! The theme is Olympic Gold Medal efforts. Dinner wil]

be Chateaubriand, etc. Before July 25, please send your foursome names
and checks to me, made out to BLYC, and mail to or drop in my mailbox
at 63156 Birch Rd. Include your cell phone number.

~ Pat McGann

Registration Form

Team Members (list captain first with phone number)

Sale Weth Sasie!
Your Waterfrout Specialist
3 Waterfront Specialist

Serving Michigan
and Indiana

SUSIE TUCKER
REALTY

574-320-6697 cer

—

S':""""'.'-

4 :

o

269-641-5775 Office '

Zillow
www.susietucker.com AR R R
Susie@susietucker.com | >-STARAGENT _f Ny O

susie@susietuckeno 574-320-6697

ATTENTION SELLERS: =
LISTINGS NEEDED TO FILL OVERWHELMING - |, ...
DEMAND FROM BUYERS! CALLMEFOR {7

A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS OF YOUR
PROPERTY.




| FLEET CAPTAIN’S CORNER |

No wind, no sailing, but treasure found

wind and no races; but a
treasure box of Birch Lake
sailing history received from
Mike Machalleck:

Last Sunday featured not much
wind, and a lot of light rain. That’s a bad
combination for sailing. So the sailboat
races had to be canceled yet again, and
we have no race results to report this
week.

On Monday the Birch Lake men’s
golf group played at Pine View. At lunch
after the game, Mike Machalleck went
to his car and came back with a treasure
box of Birch Lake sailing history for me. ¢ ! _ _
Mike’s long and active history at Birch | .. : " leart,Inc. Box 1345, Walarbury, Cona. 06720
Lake includes having been Fleet Captain | e Y \ “2’;;;3’“"}“‘&‘“”%
of the Snipe fleet in 1961; Fleet Cap- ] ! ' e wdor
tain of the Sunfish fleet in 1972, 1973
and maybe 1974 (If anyone has any old
Barkers, we might know for certain!);
BLYC treasurer from 1975 to 1985; and Eea e | == /
Commodore in 1986 and 2001. Inside the ‘A 75 ?Mfﬂ?
box are a number of Sunfish parts, that ”@@ the M g the "
Mike hopes we can put to good use; and
also a number of rare items dating back
to the 1960’s, some of which are shown in
the photo below.

Thank you, Mike, for this wonderful i i vl ey g
collection of Birch Lake sailing history! I
will keep it safe, and will pass it along to
our next Fleet Captain.

SALSET INSTRUCTIONS

[Reviied Rigging Instructions PRICE LIST
To Replace Lashing Lice w/Sail-Seh
4o o

KHOCKED-DOWN KITS
3. The s

Safer...faster...easier trailing...

11920 McKinley St.
Jones, Michigan

fering omur Giesis...

E
E

Hair Bervices Salon' & Spa

e (269) 244-5510

Www.satorisalonandspa.com
Email: satorisalonspagmail.com

aring - Hair Remowval

I

Understanding
“Insightful

Effective~=
THK LAw, LLP

Estate planning
Elder law
Business counsel
Mediation
Litigation

Cassopolis | South Bend | Elkhart
269.445.1818 | thklaw.com



BIrcH LAKE SAILING

BLYC-CAMP TANNADOONAH
JUNIOR SAILING PROGRAM

Pat McGann and I both taught
classes last week. Thank you Pat!
Thank you to Amber Grundy and her
team at Camp Tannadoonah for the
great sailing photos! ~F.C. Steve

About to _/ump on board and head out with advanced sailors Mason Custard and
Denny Batalis, both age 11, and Brody Hudecek, age 10.

-"“:-;_:“\ /4 ’

Top: advanced sailors Denny Batalis
and Mason Custard, both age 11 and
from Birch Lake families, help prepare a
boat for sailing.

Above: Sailing instructor, Miss Sam \
is ready to sail with advanced sailors
Olive Morton, age 9, Rocco Carpenter,

age 10 and Penny Morton, age 11.
A -
am 1ri-County Bookkeepers

An accounting practice serving Southwest Michigan’s Premier Dock & Lift Headquarters
southwestern Michigan for over '
60 years specializing in
small business accounting

We offer A free no-obligation discussion about your business
requirements, competitive pricing,personal account manager,
corporate & personal tax prep, tax planning/tax representa-
tion, full-service payroll, affordable time keeping solutions,
financial analysis, pay-as-you-go Workers’ Comp Insurance

Tax planning
Need assistance with your tax planning? Don’t we all! We can
help you plan for your taxes before your business is even off

Sales and service of all

the ground . . 4
o e_g j N YT Je B IIR (T4 major docks, boatlifts and
Depending on your noeds. wo ban do your baokkeping for D NTCETCH  waler front accessories.

you or we can teach you how to accurately keep records

For an online quote, o to

Let us help you deciggTsz?{hSetr;;;?:iganization is for you WWW OdonHEHSdOCkS. Com

Federal and State Forms 12097 M'ﬁﬂ ¢ J'Uﬂes, M[

We'll help you apply for all the tax IDs and forms you need 269.244.1446
info@odonnellsdocks.com

2056 Plaza Drive Autorized Dealer For:

Benton Harbor, Ml 49022

269-926-2191
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— Barker Kids of the Week —

/ GOLDEN
sfl\ﬁ CHOIR

1L Sy oy g e
Magro’s grandkids (north side) enjoyed the Fourth of July at Birch Lake!

S

Bill and Sheryl

2022 Birch Lake Yacht Club

FALL DINNER

August 20, 2022

at the Birch Lake Yacht Club
5:30 — Appetizers:

an assortment of cheese and crackers, fruits, and vegetables and dip

6:30 — Dinner:

Polish Sausage, broasted chicken, kluski noodles, mashed potatoes and gravy, sweet & sour cabbage,
seasoned green beans, rolls and butter (catering provided by The Skillet, South Bend)

7:30 — Year-End Meeting
$25 per person

Tickets must be purchased in advance by using the Birch Lake Yacht Club website

https://store.birchlake}yachtclub.com/

or by contacting Vice Commodore Deb Hall (cove).

Tickets must be purchased by August 11.

No tickets will be sold at the door or after the above date.




YOUR HOROSCOPE

Aries (March 21-April 19)

For the next four weeks, your personal mantra will
be, “l want to be me! | want to enjoy myself” You will
feel more lighthearted and playful than usual, which
is why you will make an effort to enjoy sports events,
entertaining diversions, the theatre, fun luncheons,
romantic dates, playful activities with kids and excit-
ing vacations. Please note - if you can't take a big
vacation, then slip away on a weekend getaway
because you need fun, adventure and a chance to
explore new things!

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

This week your focus on home and family will
become much stronger. You might be involved more
with a parent. You will enjoy spending more time at
home, relaxing among familiar surroundings. Many
of you will tackle home-repair projects and enjoy
family discussions, including entertaining family and
friends at your fine table. Think about whether your
goals are meeting your needs. This is an excellent
time for you to express important views to family
members.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

You will be more involved in group discussions and
conversations with others. You will meet new people,
take short trips and have more contact with relatives
and neighbors. You will enjoy intellectual activities.
You will not want to settle down. Do whatever you
can to break free from your everyday routine. Take a
vacation. Enjoy short trips.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

This is a lovely time for you promoting your desire to
relate to others. This is an ideal time to make peace
with others. It's also a good time to buy wardrobe
treasures and score bargains! Your interest in
money, cash flow and taking care of what you own
will be stronger. You will be more concerned with
business and commercial affairs. Financial transac-
tions will take place. You will also give more thought
to your values and where you stand on issues.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22)

This is a powerful time that will boost your energy
and your confidence, which is why you will create a
better impression on everyone. Meanwhile, it helps
you to communicate effectively because you will put
more of yourself into what you say. This winning
combo puts you in the perfect position to impress
others and be successful in going after what you
want.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

Because your birthday is a month away, your per-
sonal year is coming to an end. When this occurs,
the Sun, and this week, Mercury as well, are “hiding”
in your chart. Hence, you will prefer being in the
background for the next 4 to 5 weeks. Also, you'll
keep your opinions to yourself. This is why the next
few weeks are an ideal time to go off by yourself to
think, study or do research. It's also an excellent
time to make goals for your new year ahead.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

You are the most social sign in the zodiac. This
week, friendships will become more important, and
you will examine the role people play in your life.
This is also the perfect influence to help you work
and cooperate with others. It will give you the per-
sonal courage to establish who you are with your
friends. Team efforts will thrive. Personally, you will
scrutinize the people you hang out with.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

This week others will admire you even if you don't
do anything special. Bosses, parents, teachers and
VIPs will see you as competent and capable.
Obviously, this is an advantage you can use. That
makes the month ahead the perfect time to make
your pitch or ask for permission or approval for what-
ever you want. At the same time, Mercury will also
be at the top of your chart helping you to make plans
about your professional life, and how you should
express yourself in society. It's a great time to take
up any study that will help your career.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

This week you will feel energized to do all the things
you love to do! It will heighten your desire to travel
and broaden your horizons. It will make you enjoy
studies and discover fresh, new experiences. It will
promote opportunities in publishing, the media and
anything to do with medicine and the law. It will also
help you finish important papers or manuscripts. It
will encourage discussions about abstract ideas and
general philosophy and approaches to life

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

In the next four weeks, you will get in touch with
some hidden aspects of yourself. You might go
deeper within yourself and make changes in your
ways of thinking. In part, you will also have more dis-
cussions about finances, property and shared pos-
sessions because these areas will concern you as
well. Fortunately, Venus opposite your sign will pave
the way for smooth negotiations. Good timing.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

This week is not the time to go it alone. Au contraire!
It's best to work with others or create working units
and partnerships. It's an excellent time to ask for
help from consultants, lawyers, specialists or astrolo-
gers. You can examine your closest partnerships. If
S0, you have more objectivity to do this, and to dis-
cover what needs these relationships do or do not fill
in your life. !

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)

You will accomplish a lot in the next 4 to 5 weeks.
Even if you are retired, this astrological energy will
help you to focus and work on whatever task that
you set for yourself. Because of Mercury, this will be
an excellent time for all kinds of mental work. You
will pay more attention to details, and you will enjoy
planning and looking at something from every angle.
Relations with coworkers will likely improve. In addi-
tion, you will explore ideas about how to improve
your health, as well as your dealings with a pet. You
can look forward to productive times ahead!

Birch Lake items of interest

The Moon for

this Saturday
(At Midnight, US Central time,
as viewed from the Northern Hemisphere)
llluminated Fraction: 0.166
3.7 days after last quarter

Sunrise: 06:25:57 AM
Sunset: 21:11:08 PM
Moonrise: 02:09:30 AM
Moonset: 17:31:57 PM
Daylight: 14 Hr 45 Min 11 Sec

iymlaF

Family Word Scrambles

Unscramble the family themed words below.

grTteeho

eolv

ealUnnrtdsidgn

roesgtniF

Peantr

niCuoss

tnooAdip

slinbSgi

Hoem

tHaer

oBnd




Birch Barker Funnies

My therapist set half a

It's my wife's

SEEFORTEICIMIRIGIIAIE  birthday tomorrow,
me. He asked if | was she's been leaving

an optimist-or a= jewellery catalogues
. all over the house,

so I've bought her
a magazine rack.

| hate it when | can't
remember my
password
& | don't know the

"Due to cut backs, we are
ii{mna have to fire Dave | :

answer to my secret
question. It's like | don't
even know me...
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| don't care how much

| have to pay for boneless
watermelon. .

o @lt's worth'it. @ <o
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Zucchini Patties

hese cheesy zucchini patties are an '

excellent way to use up that abun-

dance of zucchini from the garden.
Serve with a bit of tomato sauce or
sour cream dabbed on top.

Ingredients
* 2 cups grated zucchini

2 eggs, beaten

% cup all-purpose flour

Y% cup grated Parmesan cheese

% cup shredded mozzarella cheese

Y4 cup chopped onion

salt to taste

2 tablespoons vegetable oil
Directions

Step 1 Combine zucchini, eggs, flour, Parmesan cheese, moz-
zarella cheese, onion, and salt in a medium bowl. Stir well enough
to distribute ingredients evenly.

Step 2 Heat oil in a skillet over medium-high heat.

Step 3 Working in batches, scoop tablespoonfuls of zucchini mixture into hot oil and fry until gold-
en brown, about 2 minutes per side.
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NOW HIRING FULL AND PART TIME POSITIONS

Pat & Tessa McGann, Birch Lake Residents, Eastside




— Camp Tannadoonah —
Winter Olympics at summer camp

week, and it’s been very un-winter-like

with hot and humid temperatures. Sun-
day afternoon we had thunder during the
time we usually do our swim tests, which
threw our whole schedule for the afternoon
into a muddle.

On Sunday afternoons after they
check in, each cabin goes to the waterfront
to take their swim tests. The waterfront is
divided into three different areas —begin-
ner, intermediate, and advanced. Usually
we run swim tests from 3:30-6 pm every
Sunday.

Campers who are non-swimmers, or
who choose not to take the swim test get
a red band and are in the beginner area,
which is enclosed by the pier. When I was
a camper and staff member, that enclosed
area was called the “crib.” In order to get
an intermediate (yellow) band, campers
must be able to swim 50 yards continuous-
ly (the length of the waterfront pier and
back). And in order to get an advanced
(green) band they must swim 75 yards
continuously (down and back and down one
more time).

If campers want to take a boating
class of any kind, or do waterskiing or
wakeboarding, they have to have either a
yellow or green band. While we do require
all campers to wear life vests on all boats
(which is a State of Michigan licensing
rule, too), we also want to be sure they

I t's Winter Olympics week at camp this

are capable and confident in the water. If
something happens while they’re out in

the middle of the lake (e.g., they fall out

of their kayak or tip their canoe), we want
to be sure they’re not going to panic in the
water, or that they have the ability to swim
themselves to safety.

This week we have two Birch Lake
residents helping with our boating classes
at camp — Tom Kuhn has been helping
drive one of the waterskiing boats and Pat-
rick Welch is helping with the youth sailing
program. Last week we had Pat McGann
and Steve Frew helping with the youth
sailing program. The sailors were planning
to set up a junior-sized course for a race
on Thursday or Friday, but unfortunately
the weather did not cooperate on either of
those days!

We also offer Red Cross swim lessons
at camp, which campers can sign up for
each week. There are 6 levels, and if they
sign up for swim lessons they get tested to
determine the appropriate level and then
have a 45-minute lesson with one of our
waterfront staff each day.

Our waterfront is a busy place! At any
given time during the day, there might
be 50 or more campers at a time doing
waterfront classes. There are waterskiing,
wakeboarding, canoeing, kayaking, stand
up paddleboarding, sailing, fishing, and
swimming classes going on throughout the
day every day.
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BIBRCA LAXE

http://tannadoonah.org

We also have 2 free swim periods —
one in the morning and one in the after-
noon, which are open times for campers
to come swim each day. They last for 30
minutes, and on really hot days we might
even have the whole camp down there to
cool off all at the same time! If the tempera-
ture goes over 90 degrees (F), we call for a
mandatory swim time, and send all of the
campers and staff to the lake for a dip!

Next time you see us at the lake be
sure to wave!

~Mrs. Amber

Considering selling your lake home or property?

Jon’t wait!

Here are a few great reasons to put your

home on the market.
* Beat the competition ¢ Inventory is at an all time low
* Plenty of qualified buyers actively looking
* More people than ever are looking for a second home

Dennis Bamber and his group sold over 100 waterfront and
lake access homes in Michigan and Indiana over the past few years.
Dennis has been a Diamond Lake resident for over 30 years.

Many of the group’s listings sold quickly and over asking price. Take advantage of their wealth
of experience with lake properties and contact Dennis now!
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Cressya&Everett
REAL ESTATE
Above. And Beyond.

701 Spruce Street ¢ Dowagiac, Ml 49047
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THE DENNIS BAMBER GROUP
LAKE & WATERFRONT SPECIALISTS

574-532-3808

dennisbamber@cressyeverett.com



CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

FOR SALE:
For sale: Melges MC with trailer. Hull # 247
Reconditioned two years ago and sailed for the last two
years. All new lines, many new parts. Solid, fully func-
tional, sails wel. PRICE REDUCED AGAIN

NOW JUST $300 oro).

476-1680, or email onlinebarker@gmail.com

Found: One Pelican kayak paddle. Sitting
on end of Dugan pier or call 269-832-5588.

FOR RENT:
Interested in a unique fun vacation? Check out our
Florida Village house at ourhome4rent.com/
cjp Call 574-596-2154 for more info.
Birch Cottage 4 Rent: Three bedroom, one
bath with tub and shower, lakefront house on

appliances with dishwasher, washer and dryer. Nice
pier with big platform. Plenty of parking. Beautiful sun-
sets all year long. Possible ski, pontoon, row boat, and
sailboats available for rent. Sleeps six in beds room for
more. Contact Pat McGann callltext 574-532-5377.

FREE:
Small children’s rowboat, 8 long, free to a
good home. Contact Jon @ 574 339-6492

Jet Ski lift for sale -PWC |
cantilever lift, 750Ib capacity and
51"beam. Price $500. Call 574-220-
0407

Birch Lake. New granite kitchen new stainless

Doggie Sitting

Weightlifting bench $20. Call 574-

220-0407
$5- 1 Hour T'll take care of:

$50- 12 Hours (day) -Walks $3
‘Doggie doo doo $0.50 per pile
Email Me at: feeding $0.50 (water included)|

dsnider119@gmail.comPets+attention FREE
- T'll quote anything else

Vinyl boat lift cover. $295.
Call 574-596-2154.

WANTED TO BUY
Wave runner in good running condition. 2000 or newer.
Kevin 773-304-8042

SERVICES:
| do sewing and mending at fair prices - zip-
pers, hemming, small alterations; call Kathy at 476-
9317

If your pooch is active, laid
back, or ruff, no problem. T'll

take care of theml
FOUND:

White cushion, looks like a boat cushion,
washed up on west side after the big storms last week.
Call Ron or Katie (269) 476-9317 to claim.

Whether you're going on a
date, going out of town, or
whatever your plans are if your
need a helpful hand to take
care of your k9 pal T got youlll

Turtle raft drifted ashore on the north side. Can
be claimed in front of Spratts’ until July 22nd. After that
claim at Baucus's on the east side.

Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.

VOTED NILES
BUSINESS OF
THE YEAR!

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year!

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING

® Licensed Plumbers

® Drug-Free Employees

® Criminal Background Checked Employees

® No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done

® 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

® True 24-Hour Emergency Service

® Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”

® Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms | MINUTE

® Longest Warranties in the Business

® Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee
During Business Hours S

———

® Bonus — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

2400 N 5th @ Niles, MI

269-687-7192 nies, v
866'751 '1 470 Toll Free

Emergency
Service

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

@S> "™ @8 Major Credit Cards Accepted
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wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net



HOW TO BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR

CLEAN UP AFTER FIDO!

Dogs gonna do what dogs gotta

do, so if your dog does it at Birch
Lake, please clean it up!

This message is brought to you by the Homeowners Association of Birch Lake

2022 BILYC QIFIFICIEERS & DIIRIECTORS

2022 BLYC OFFICERS

Barb Cassady (E) ... Commodore
574-229-9815........... barbcassady49@gmail.com
Deb Hall (Cove)............ Vice Commodore
219-765-8691 bdeh@sbcglobal.net
Deb Spratt, Treasurer (N) ................ 476-2113

debspratt@comcast.net
Mike Sheffieck, Secretary (W)..................
708-220-1506 ............. mcsheffieck@gmail.com

Steve Frew, Fleet Captain (E) 708-285-2999
stephenbfrew@gmail.com

BLYC Directors
Angela Bergan (E) ........cccoevvneenens 561-603-5522
berganfsu@aol.com
Greg Bolin (W).....oceeeeeceeseea 476-2420
gbolin31@aol.com
Ed Chester (E)......covvrvreeererrrineerceennene 476-1010
ed@chesterlawoffice.com
Karen Curtis-Miller (E) ........c.cccevvuune. 574-261-6712

krcurtismiller@gmail.com

Terry DUgan (S)...cccveeeeninererenieieieeeens 476-2814
s581122@aol.com

Bernie Garceau........c.cccoeeiecnnnneceens 476-9862
bgarceau@norcoind.com

Chas Grundy (E).......cccoveeeereennnens 574-315-0217
chas.grundy@gmail.com

Patty Luecht (E) ....cccooeeeeiirrcnd 476-2615
pgalloway4@yahoo.com

P. Com. Pat McGann (E).......cccovuu.. 574-532-5377
pat@mcgannhay.com

Laura Pence (E).....ccccccevenene. Ipence3@gmail.com
Sarah Petty (N)......ccccovvnnieciinnnene 564-274-9202
sarahkpetty@gmail.com

Claudia Phipps (N)......cccovreereenenerninens i476-7073
claudia2154@gmail.com

Vickie ROGErs (C) .....ceueururveeirereeiereicieeenns 476-2383
tvrogers@frontier.com

Rick Russwurm (N).........ccccocoeninninininenndd 476-2407
paramountp@aol.com

Scott Troeger (E).......cccorrerrereerenenrineneas 476-9898

scott.troeger@btlaw.com

CLEAN UP
AFTER YOUR DOG

Phil Vitale (E).....ocovveeeieiinreniceererennne 476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com
or onlinebarker@gmail.com

Sandy Vitale (E) ....cccovverrnnneecicnrnen 476-1680
sv6102@gmail.com

Dan Waxman (E), .....cceveueeerermrereerereieeenes 317-506-1680
DWaxman@uversiti.org

Denny Weesner ..........cccccvvennenenenne 219-765-8602
dkwees@cs.com

Sue Williams (S)....ccoevererererereeeeninerenea 476-8886

smwillia@comcast.net

OTHER ATTENDEES
Paul Fallon (E) ............. Chairman, Water Quality
476-1467 ... pauljfallon@gmail.com
Blair Garceau (E)............ Chairman, Homeowners
476-9862.......c.coeirieieiins blairgarceau@gmail.com

blairgarceau@gmail.com

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB

THE TIME IS RIGHT
TO PAY YOUR DUES!

- BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

- BLYC Associate Member* Dues ($10/ year)
*Associate membership is available to current associate members
and for non-lake residents who wish to support the BLYC

Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

Total contribution:

Building Improvement Fund

FIREWORKS FUND

Water Quality Program

Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication

Safety Committee

Make checks payable to

Other non-party related expenses

BLYC Roof Fund
- BLYC AED Fund

- Misc.

BLYC

and mail to Deb Spratt, Treasurer
18100 Farmington Hills Dr.
South Bend, IN 46637

Now you can go online at HTTP:/BIRCHLAKEYACHTCLUB.COM to pay your dues




EMERGENCY HEART DEFIBRILLATOR
(AED) locations on Birch Lake
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There are six (6) automated external defibrillator
units on Birch Lake. The boxes that contain these de-
vices are located at the following locations (see map):

1. West Shore, Sheffieck home,
62875 Birch Lakeview Dr.

2. North Shore, Smitley home,
14859 Birch Northshore Dr.15046

3. East Shore, Vitale home,
63174 Birch Rd.

4. South Shore, Eberhart home,
15046 Birch Lakeshore Dr.

5. South/East Shore, Troeger home,
63696 Birch Rd.

6. Southwest Shore, DeYoung home,
63255 Storey Hill St.

All units are on the ROAD SIDE of the property
and accessible by vehicle or on foot.

IN AN EMERGENCY:

1. CALL 911 and report the emergency
and the patient’s location immediately.
2. Pull the box open, remove the or-
ange-colored unit, TAKE IT TO THE
PATIENT and open the device by
pressing the white lever at the bottom.
3. An automated voice will guide you
through the setup and use of the de-
fibrillator. Follow the instructions as
they are given.

4. Continue to follow the instructions
as given, and stay with the patient until
help arrives.




SUN
SHADE

AWNING

Retractable
Awnings
for Decks

and Patios

Boat Covers
and Tops

Aluminum
Awnings

Contact Mark at 269-244-5307

markbidelman@comceast.net

12291 Bidelman Road Rl e »
Three Rivers, M1 40003 (@AWINgs

www.SunandShadeAwning.com




