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This past weekend was the per-
fect summer weekend at Birch 
Lake. I hope all the fathers 

enjoyed a special Father’s Day. The 
weekend was gorgeous with cooler 
temperatures, far less humidity and a 
sky so blue and clear that you just had 
to notice it. By the looks of the lake 
activity, many were out on boat rides, 
skiing, wake boarding, tubing, kayak-
ing, swimming, and sunning. Even 
though the wind was temperamental, 
the sailors were still able to complete 
two races in the fluky conditions. This 
is what we wait for all the cold winter 
and wet, soggy spring – a glorious 
weekend.
	 One summer activity last week 
that made its debut this season was 
the Book Club hosted by Blair Garceau 
(East Side). Blair reported a dozen par-
ticipants gathered for a lively discus-
sion of the selected book choice. Please 
note that all are welcome to attend 
future Book Club dates.
	 This Saturday, join Vice 
Commodore Deb Hall and myself for a 
fun, relaxed night at the yacht club. 
The Commodore/Vice Commodore 

Party will start at 7 pm. Bring your 
appetizer or dessert (Last name start-
ing with A-M, bring an appetizer; last 
names of N-Z bring a dessert) and a 
contribution of beer, wine or soft drinks 
to “Stock the Bar.” Our Key West 
theme will feature great island music, 
a frozen margarita machine serving up 
frosty drinks and lots of snacks and 
fun. Come join us and take the oppor-
tunity to meet up with old friends and 
make some new acquaintances.
	 To keep your July 4th weekend a 
little less hectic, place your pre-order 
now for the BLYC Port-A-Pit Chicken 
Fundraiser. You can pre-order at 
birchlakeyachtclub.com for Friday 
pickup is July 1. Be thinking of what 
your boat entry song theme will be for 
the July 2 Boat Parade. And the Camp 
Tannadoonah July 3 Pancake 
Breakfast team can use more volun-
teers. More details in this Barker on 
all upcoming events.
	 Thanks to all the folks who have 
paid their dues; if you haven’t yet, 
there is still time. I am so impressed 
with the way the Fireworks Fund ther-
mometer keeps getting closer and clos-
er to our goal. Nice job! Also, June 30 is 
the deadline to email Deb Spratt your 
BLYC Directory updates. Again, 
details on how to pay dues and submit 
Directory information in this issue.
	 Take care, be safe, and I’ll see you 

June 25 - Commodore and Vice 
Commodore Party, YC, 7 pm
June 30 - Deadline for submitting chang-
es, additions for Birch Lake Directory. See P14
July 1 - Nelson’s Chicken Sale fundrais-
er, 11 am - 2 pm, Waxman’s (east side)
July 2 - Boat Parade, FIREWORKS
July 2, 3 - July 4th Regatta (rain 
day Monday, July 4 if needed
July 3 - Camp Tannadoonah Pancake 
Breakfast, 8:30-11 am
July 22 - Ladies’ Golf Outing, Diamond 
Lake Golf Course, 9 am, Luncheon, See P 8
July 23 - Family Picnic, BLYC, tba
July 23 - Five Lakes MC Regatta, Indian 
Lake, details tba
July 29 - Mens Golf, Pine View., 1 pm 
shotgun start, dinner & awards following
Aug. 6 - Corn & Sausage Roast, 5:30-7 
pm, BLYC
Aug. 20 - Fall Dinner, BLYC, See P3
Aug. 26 - Birch Lake Ladies Style Show 
& Luncheon, Woodfire, Dowagiac, See P  2
Sept 11 - Sailing Awards, Frew’s house, 
time tba
Sept 17 - Crockpot Challenge, 6 pm, 
more details tba

BLYC BOARD MEETINGS
July 9, August 6, and Sept. 10

All meetings start at 9 am @ BLYC
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Cassady, via email at barbcassady49@gmail.com  or call 574-574-229-9815 . DEADLINE is Noon on the Tuesday of the week before the publication. 

T h e  o f f i c i a l  s u m m e r  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e
B i r c h  L a k e  Y a c h t  C l u b

June 25,
2022

The
Weekend

Of 

How many grandkids can you fit on a porch swing? The grandchildren of Claudia and Dennis Phipps (north side) enjoy their 
hot dog Thursdays at Birch Lake. Left to right are Parker, Finley, Macey, Taylor, Lakelee, Layla, and Foster.



— Birch Lake Notes —
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~Commodore Barb Cassady

Visit Key West Margaritaville
	 Join Commodore Barb and Vice 
Commodore Deb for the Annual 
Commodore/Vice Commodore Party on 
Saturday, June 25 at 7 pm at the Yacht 
Club for the Commodore/Vice 
Commodore’s Key West/Margaritaville 
themed party.  There will be Key lime 
desserts, margaritas on ice and lots of 
island music.  (Now is the time to pull 
out that Hawaiian shirt)
	 Last name starting with A-M, 
bring an appetizer; Last names of N-Z 
bring a dessert.  This party will also be 
our “Stock the Bar” party.  We have 
enough liquor but can use beer and 
wine contributions.
	 There will be a prize for best 
dressed island attire. 

The Fourth of July Boat Parade
	 Everyone loves a parade! The mar-
velous, stupendous, and fantastic Birch 
Lake Boat Parade will be happening 
Saturday July 2 at 4 pm. The theme 
this year is “A Song that Reminds You 
of Birch Lake.” On those cold, dreary 
winter days, a song will come on and 
you’ll think, “that reminds me of sum-
mers on Birch Lake.” That song can be 
the theme for your boat! We want this 

year’s parade to be the best attended 
ever. Who will win the coveted “Grand 
Champion” award??? It could be your 
family! 
	 If you don’t want to decorate but 
want to join in the fun, just have your 
family name on the side of the boat and 
participate in the parade. Please stop 
at the Waxman pier on the east by 3:45 
to register and allow the judges to see 
your boat. The line will form behind 
the Grand Marshal’s boat which will 
lead the parade around the lake. 
Awards will be given out as you come 
back around by the judges. 

And the Grand Marshal Is
Coach Bill Doba!

	 Bill was born and raised in South 
Bend and graduated from New Carlisle 
High School. He attended  Ball State 
University where he met Judy, his wife 
of 44 years. He started his successful 
football coaching career at Goshen 
High School, moving on to  Angola and 
Mishawaka  High Schools. He coached 
college football at Indiana University, 
Purdue University, and the Citadel and 
retired as head football coach at 
Washington State. 
	 As the Doba family moved around 
the country for Bill’s coaching career, 
the one thing they always looked for-
ward to was their time at Birch Lake. 
They’ve owned two different cottages 

on the south side over the last 31 years. 
His three children Scott, Kris, and Beth 
are regular visitors, along with his 6 
grandchildren, Erin, Will, John, Sam, 
Taylor, and Parker.

Ladies Style Show and Luncheon
	 Mark your calendars for the Birch 
Lake Ladies Style Show and Luncheon 
on Friday, August 26. Lunch will begin 
at 11 am at the Wood Fire Trattoria in 
Dowagiac. Six lovely Birch Lake ladies 
will be modeling fashions from the 
Marshall Shoppe. Ticket information 
will be available soon.

2022 Dues, fireworks donations
	 In the midst of everything that has 
been happening in our world for the past 
year or so, the BLYC is still here and we 
still need operating capital.  In addition, 
we still need contributions to the 
Fireworks fund. Please use the dues 
form in the Barker to submit your dona-
tions and/or fireworks contributions, or 
use the online link (birchlakeyacht-
club.com) to pay your yacht club dues.  
Checks should be mailed to Deb Spratt, 
18100 Farmington Hills Dr. South Bend, 
IN 46637.  

MEN’S ANNUAL GOLF OUTING
	 The last Friday in July, 29.  1:30 
pm shotgun start, $75 each, $300 



per foursome at Pine View Golf Club, 52065 Pulver Rd., 
Three Rivers, MI  49093.  Be careful many GPS services 
lead you to a house on Marcellus Hwy, but you want to go 
north about 3/4 of a mile.  Please show us how your four-
some makes it fun and dress accordingly.  Awards for best 
(craziest) dressed!  The theme will be Olympic Gold Metal 
efforts.  Our normal fare will be Chateaubriand, etc.  Before 
July 10 please send your foursome names and checks to 
me, made out to BLYC, and maul to or drop in my mailbox 
at 63156 Birch Rd. Include your cell phone.

~ Pat McGann

Nelson’s chicken sale fundraiser
	 Preorders may be picked up between 11 am and 12:30 
pm on Friday July 1 at Past Commodore Dan and Sharon 
Waxman’s, 63590 Birch Rd.  Anyone wishing to purchase 
food that day may do so with cash only from 12:30-2 pm or 
until we are sold out.  Advance orders may be made online 
at: birchlakeyachtclub.com
	 Anyone wishing to help may anytime from 10-2:30. 

~ Pat McGann

Birch Lake Book Club
	 At our first summer get together had a wonderful dis-
cussion about The Betrayal of Anne Frank.  It was great to 
see everyone! We wanted everyone to know that you are 
welcome to join these meetings anytime.  We love to hear 
from everyone and their unique points of view.  If you 
thought you needed to be invited, well this is your invita-
tion!!   We hope to see you next time.
	 For our July meeting we will be reading The Summer 
Cottage by Viola Shipman set in Saugatuck, MI.  Thank 
you new member Jeanie Wiedenbeck for the suggestion. 
Details for the next meeting will be coming soon. 
	 We’re trying to update the Book Club email list.  If you  
want to receive these emails please let Jackie Frew know. 
Thanks Jackie for taking on the management of the email 
list!!  Her email is: seeitall8@gmail.com 
	 We hope to see you in July!

2022 Birch Lake Fall Dinner Info
When: Saturday, August 20, 2022

Where & When: Birch Lake Yacht Club
5:30 – Appetizers, an assortment of cheese and crackers, 
fruits, and vegetables and dip
6:30 – Dinner Polish Sausage, broasted chicken, kluski noo-
dles, mashed potatoes and gravy, sweet & sour cabbage, 
seasoned green beans, rolls and butter (catering provided by 
The Skillet, South Bend)

7:30 – Year-End Meeting
TICKET PRICE - $25 per person

Tickets must be purchased in advance by using the birch 
lake yacht club app or by contacting Vice Commodore Deb 
Hall (cove). All tickets must be purchased by August 11. No 
tickets will be sold at the door or after the above date.

— Birch Lake Notes —
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69608 Sunset Blvd	 Zimmyville (Union), Michigan

ZIMMY’S TAVERN
(269) 641-5317

http://www.zimmystavern.com

Normally Open 
7 days/wk

11 am to Midnight

music, cold beer, 

lots of fun!
Daily food

specials, 

Carry Outs availableConveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville

on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

Welcome to Jaywalker
WWhheetthheerr iitt''ss aa ffoorrmmaall ddiinnnneerr oorr ssiimmppllyy hhaannggiinngg oouutt wwiitthh

ffrriieennddss,, wwee mmaakkee iitt oouurr mmiissssiioonn ttoo pprroovviiddee oouurr ccuussttoommeerrss wwiitthh
aa ggrreeaatt ddiinniinngg eexxppeerriieennccee aatt aann aaffffoorrddaabbllee pprriiccee.. 

SSttoopp iinn aannyyttiimmee,, oorr ggiivvee uuss aa ccaallll ttoo mmaakkee rreesseerrvvaattiioonnss..

Daily
Specials

Happy Hour
Tues-Fri

Closed
Mondays

Call for
reservations

Amount
raised
to date

to donate
for fireworks
or any other
BLYC function
or activity ...

use the form
in the back of 

this week’s
        Birch 

        Barker

Birch Lake Yacht Club
FIREWORKS FUND

Please note: Due to Inflation, costs have 
increased, and the fireworks show is more 

expensive.  Please be generous!

GOAL

or contribute online at
http://BirchLakeYachtClub.com/

$15,275.00

$ 13,878.00June 14, 2022

$15,178.00June 20 2022



Fleet Captain’s Corner

BLYC Season Standings to date*
Date.............................................. 19-Jun..........19-Jun............ Total ...................Point..................................................... Races	����������������������%
Race..................................................9...................10..............Points...............Average*...............................................Finished*.........Finished*
MC Scow/Sailor.................................................................................................. MC Races...............10
Scott Troeger  #1489........................1....................1................ 8000...................1600..........................................................5.......................... 50
Barb Cassady #2506.......................5....................6...............10521..................1503..........................................................7.......................... 70
Phil Vitale  #500................................4....................2...............10189..................1455..........................................................7.......................... 70
Bob King  #1199...............................3....................3................ 2888...................1444..........................................................2.......................... 20
Bill Luecht  #1579.............................6....................4............... 11489...................1436..........................................................8.......................... 80
Pat Welch #1979..............................7....................5...............13570..................1357.........................................................10.......................100
Pat McGann #1735..........................2....................7...............13345.................1334.5........................................................9.......................... 90
Amber Grundy.................................10...................9............... 11069...................1229..........................................................9.......................... 90
Sandy Vitale......................................8....................8................ 8171................... 1167..........................................................7.......................... 70
Steve Frew.......................................9...................10............... 1985...................992.5.........................................................2.......................... 20

Sunfish/Sailor................................................................................................... Sunfish races............8
Gail Turlock....................................DNS..............DNS............. 3200...................1600..........................................................2.......................... 20
Bob King........................................DNS..............DNS............. 4721...................1573..........................................................3.......................... 30
Pete Soldato.....................................3.................DNS............. 4565...................1521..........................................................3.......................... 30
Rick Russwurm................................1....................1...............14912.................1491.2.......................................................10.......................100
Scott Sortal....................................DNS..............DNS............. 7230...................1446..........................................................5.......................... 50
Stewart Spratt...................................5.................DNS............. 4186...................1395..........................................................3.......................... 30
Steve Frew....................................DNS..............DNS............ 11061...................1382..........................................................8.......................... 80
Bob Niezgodski................................2....................2...............12339..................1371..........................................................9.......................... 90
Camille Butler...................................4....................3...............12450..................1245..........................................................9.......................... 90
Herb Cleveland..............................DNS..............DNS............. 6074..................1214.8........................................................5.......................... 50
Chris Scofiled................................DNS..............DNS............. 2381..................1190.5........................................................2.......................... 20
Jeff Walls........................................DNS..............DNS............. 9471................... 1183..........................................................8.......................... 80
Tammy Walls.................................DNS..............DNS............. 1089...................1089..........................................................1.......................... 10

DNS (Did Not Sail) does not count against season score, however sailor must complete 2/3 of races to qualify for season.
DNF (Did Not Finish), DSQ (Disqualified) scores as one place worse than last place (if 5 boats finished, you would have finished 6th, will be scored as 
7th place); DNF, DSQ not counted toward minimum number of races needed
CB - sailor who serves on Committee Boat receives their season average place as of that date - counted toward season total.
Season Points are awarded on Square of 40 system (1st = 40 squared = 1600, 2nd = 39 squared, etc.)
Season Place = total season points/number of races attempted
Crew - Counted toward completed races, Points go to skipper of boat 

*Includes previous race data in totals



Serving you forServing you for
over 30 years!over 30 years!

An accounting practice serving 
southwestern Michigan for over 

60 years specializing in 
small business accounting

We offer A free no-obligation discussion about your business 
requirements, competitive pricing,personal account manager, 
corporate & personal tax prep, tax planning/tax representa-
tion, full-service payroll, affordable time keeping solutions, 

financial analysis, pay-as-you-go Workers’ Comp Insurance

Tax planning
Need assistance with your tax planning? Don’t we all! We can 
help you plan for your taxes before your business is even off 

the ground

Bookkeeping/Financial Statement Compilation
Depending on your needs, we can do your bookkeeping for 

you or we can teach you how to accurately keep records

Company Structure
Let us help you decide what the best organization is for you

Federal and State Forms
We’ll help you apply for all the tax IDs and forms you need

2056 Plaza Drive
Benton Harbor, MI 49022

269-926-2191

Fleet Captain’s Corner

Having had no sailboat races on June 12 
due to light wind, a great turnout of 15 
race-deprived sailors turned out on June 
19.  The wind was about 6 m.p.h., so 

not great, but good enough for us to break the sailing 
drought with two races out of the scheduled three, and 
then retire to enjoy the rest of Fathers Day afternoon. 
	 In the MC class, Scott Troeger continued his 
winning ways with two first-place finishes.  Phil Vitale 
and Pat McGann each scored a second place finish, 
while Bob King got third place in both races.
	 In the Sunfish fleet, Rick Russwurm edged out 
Bob Niezgodski in the battle for first place in two very 
close finishes. Bob Niezgodski and Cam Butler both 
continued to demonstrate greatly improved skills.  Bob 
netted two second place finishes, while Cam picked 
up a third place finish.  The other third place finish for 
the day went to Pete Soldato in his only race of the day 
before heading back to Cleveland, Ohio.  
	 June 19 marked my first two races in the MC 
class--made possible by all of the great Birch Lake Sail-
ors who, as previously mentioned in this column, set me 
up with an MC sailboat, boat lift, and plenty of support 
and helpful advice.  Many thanks, my friends!  I loved it!   
And I have lots of room for future improvement!  In the 
second race, Scott Troeger was probably home eating 
lunch before I crossed the finish line.  But that’s OK, I 
love a challenge!  

	 I didn’t bring my waterproof camera out on the 
race course this week.  Too much on my mind, trying 
to adapt to new conditions. Hopefully sometime soon.  
There are plenty of races yet to come this season!
	 Many thanks to Tom Cassady for setting the 
course; and to Bad Patty Luecht, Good Patti Russwurm, 
and Deb Hall who handled the Committee Boat!  

~F.C. Steve

BLYC--CAMP TANNADOONAH 
JUNIOR SAILING PROGRAM
	 Camp Tannadoonah welcomed its first camp-
ers of the season this past week, and the waterfront 
was a popular place.  Among the many activities tak-
ing place was sailing, and the BLYC-Camp 
Tannadoonah Junior Sailing Program is now in oper-
ation!  I had previously been given an orientation by 
Amber Grundy, and then spent four days teaching at 
the camp during the first week.  Other BLYC Sailors 
on the team are Commodore Barb Cassady,  Pat 
Welch, Pat McGann, and Bob Niezgodski, with pos-
sibly more who may join us.  We are currently 
scheduled to have a BLYC instructor in 38 percent of 
the camp’s sailing classes this summer, and hope to 
increase that percentage.  Four of us met recently at 
Pat McGann’s house to discuss what was learned 
during the first week, and all of us will have been 

updated before we teach.   
	 Our BLYC Sailors work together with Camp 
Tannadoonah college-age sailing instructors.  It’s a 
great partnership, because the young instructors can 
learn from our racing experience, and then pass it 
along to many more young campers than we our-
selves could reach.  This past week, I worked with 
Mr. Ben and Miss Saige, and I was called Mr. Steve.  
Mr. Ben and Miss Saige love to sail and are great 
with the kids.  As the old saying goes, a picture is 
worth a thousand words, so with thanks to Amber 
Grundy and her team at Camp Tannadoonah who 
took these wonderful photos, here are a few from 
last week.       

~F.C. Steve

Camp Tannadoonah’s excellent safely training 
protocol puts tipping training on the first day of 
camp, and before any sailing is done. At left, 
8-year-old Logan, who has passed the required 
swimming test, learns how to right a capsized 
sailboat.  Middle photo shows heading out from 
the camp.  From left to right:  Elizabeth, age 10, 
Miss Saige, Grace age 14, and me. Everyone 
takes a turn as captain, piloting the boat.  
Above: On a calm day, Mr. Ben is at the helm, 
showing Logan how to sail the boat.  



Eurasian Milfoil is an aggressive tall 
growing exotic aquatic plant from 
Europe and Asia. It can grow to 

the surface in up to 10 to 15 feet of water. 
At the surface, it forms a dense canopy of 
vegetation over other plants. Many native 
plants may be reduced in abundance by 
Milfoil canopy. It also conflicts with many 
recreational activities. In dense conditions, 
it is a serious localized and lake wide 
problem. It is not a significant food crop for 
waterfowl, other birds or aquatic mam-
mals. It readily regenerated from detached 
fragments and spreads rapidly. Conse-
quently, this plant can form dense colonies 
covering much of a lake’s shore line out to a 
depth of about 20 feet. 
	 We began monitoring aquatic vegeta-
tion in Birch Lake in 2001. We were part of 
a Michigan Lake & Stream program that 
mapped the aquatic plants in Birch Lake. 
Howard Wandell provided professional 
assistance to the Birch Lake Water Quality 

Committee. The mapping project revealed 
that Birch Lake had a moderate plant 
population consisting of a good variety of 
species none of which dominated. At the 
time, the survey determined that we did 
not have Eurasian Milfoil. 
In 2007 Eurasian Milfoil was discovered 
at three sites. Progressive AE provided 
professional assistance and is still under 
contract. 
	 For 2022 Progressive AE surveyed the 
entire lake for all types of invasive species 
at the end of May. Their survey turned up 
1 acre of Eurasian Milfoil and Curly Leaf 
Pond Weed on the east shore. They also 
found a small amount of Eurasian Milfoil 
near the public landing. Professional Lake 
Management treated the site on the east 
shore June 8. Progressive AE will do a 
second survey and determine whether the 
site at the landing will need to be treated.
The annual program is important to keep 
the Milfoil under control and to detect any 

other invasive species in the early stages 
to enable us to better control it. With your 
continued support, we can maintain this 
vital program.  Your continued financial 
support is greatly appreciated.

— Water Quality Report —

Straight Talk. Sound Advice.
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269-445-8877

NOW IS A GREAT TIME 
TO LIST YOUR HOME!

Birch Lake homes are

SELLING!
CALL

PAUL DELANO

TODAY
269-445-8877	 Paul@TheLakeLife.com

LISTINGS NEEDED!

— Barker Kids of the Week —

Birch Barker Kids of the Week
Want your kid to be a Barker Kid of the Week?  

Want your dog to be a Dog of the Week?  Want your 
lawnmower to be the Lawnmower of the Week?  

Mail your photo (with a SASE if you want it back) to 
Birch Barker, 63174 Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI 49095; 
or put them in a ziplock in the mailbox at my home 
(on the east side), or email them me at  Sailorphil@

PhilVitale.com

Right: Marc Caenepeel (cove), enjoying a pleasant 
boat ride with Forrest Hall (cove).

Left: Aley Vitale-
Richards, grand-
daughter of Phil & 
Sandy Vitale (east 
side), gets to be a 
Barker kid of the 
Week just because I 
haven’t published 
her photo recently 
and she is such a 
delightful young 
lady.



SUSIE TUCKER 
Realty
574-320-6697 Cell
269-641-5775 Office

www.susietucker.com
Susie@susietucker.com

Waterfront Specialist 
Serving Michigan 

and Indiana

Birch Lake Ladies Golf
	 Ladies!  Our annual fun golf outing 
is Friday, July 22rd. Grab three of your 
besties and join us at Diamond Lake 
Golf Course. Tee off is at 9 am, with an 
enjoyable luncheon afterwards at the 
Yacht Club. You say you’re not a good 
golfer? We don’t care. It’s a best-ball 
scramble so everyone can come and play 
without any worries. If you are unable to 
get a foursome together let us know and 
we’ll help find you a great group of ladies 
who’ll make it a fun day.
	 Just want to enjoy the lunch? 
There’s space for that too. Check out the 
Ladies Golf Outing form in this Barker 
for more info or call one of us. Lunch 
should start around 11:30 or so. Come 
join us.

~Carol McCoy and Blair Garceau

BBiirrcchh  LLaakkee  LLaaddiieess’’  FFUUNN  GGoollff  OOuuttiinngg    
FFrriiddaayy,,  JJuullyy  2222,,  22002222          

DDiiaammoonndd  LLaakkee  GGoollff  CCoouurrssee,,  CCaassssooppoolliiss  
99  aamm  TTeeee  OOffff  --  $$4400  ppeerr  ggoollffeerr  

PPlleeaassee  aarrrriivvee  nnoo  llaatteerr  tthhaann  88::3300  AAMM    
FFeeee  iinncclluuddeess  ccaarrtt  aanndd  lluunncchh  

  
BBooxx  LLuunncchh  aatt  DDiiaammoonndd  LLaakkee  GGoollff  CCoouurrssee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  tthhee  OOuuttiinngg  

  
IIff  yyoouu  ddoonn’’tt  ggoollff  bbuutt  wwoouulldd  lliikkee  ttoo  jjooiinn  uuss  aatt  nnoooonn  ffoorr  lluunncchh  

PPlleeaassee  rreeggiisstteerr  aanndd  ppaayy  $$1155  

  
  

IIff  yyoouu’’dd  lliikkee  ttoo  ssppoonnssoorr  aa  hhoollee  pplleeaassee  ccoonnttaacctt  eeiitthheerr::  
BBllaaiirr  GGaarrcceeaauu  557744--226611--99881177  oorr  CCaarrooll  MMccCCooyy  770088--773388--33996622  

  
DDoonn’’tt  hhaavvee  aa  tteeaamm??  SSiiggnn  uupp  aanndd  wwee’’llll  hheellpp  ffiinndd  yyoouu  oonnee..  

- --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  ----  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --    --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --    
RReeggiissttrraattiioonn  FFoorrmm  

TTeeaamm  MMeemmbbeerrss  ((lliisstt  ccaappttaaiinn  ffiirrsstt  wwiitthh  pphhoonnee  nnuummbbeerr))  

11.. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________      
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Aries (March 21-April 19)
Your attention now turns to home, family and your 
private life. Many will be involved more than usual 
with a parent. Because of this, some of you will 
cocoon at home more and relax among familiar sur-
roundings. However, you want to be physically 
active! Note: Something will make you happier on a 
daily basis. In fact, you will appreciate the beauty of 
your everyday surroundings more than you realize.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)
The pace of your days will accelerate in the next four 
weeks. Errands, appointments, short trips and visits 
with siblings, relatives and neighbors! You’re eager 
to enlighten others. You want to tell someone what 
you think about something. If you can squeeze in a 
little vacation - this is a great idea. Meanwhile, your 
ruler Venus, is moving into one of your Money 
Houses! This means you might get richer and you 
will spend money on beautiful things. 

Gemini (May 21-June 20)
In the next four weeks, you will reflect upon your val-
ues. You want to know, “What really matters?”  You 
want greater control of your world through what you 
own. Meanwhile, the lovely news is that this week 
fair Venus moves into your sign to stay for the next 
four weeks. Good times with friends will be a priority. 
This is a great time for a vacation! It’s also a won-
derful time to buy wardrobe goodies for yourself.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)
This week, recharge your batteries for the rest of 
year. It’s your turn to replenish and restore yourself. 
You will also attract important people and favorable 
situations to you. Ah yes, this is the power of the 
Sun! Actually, this is an empowering birthday month 
for you because this year, lucky Jupiter is at the top 
of your chart. (Happens only once in 12 years.) 
Jupiter makes you look successful! This is the clas-
sic time for a promotion or public recognition by your 
peers. Meanwhile, with Venus hiding in your chart, 
secret love affairs might flower. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22)
The next four weeks are a time of limbo for you. 
Nevertheless, you can use this time to make plans 
for your new year ahead. What do you want to 
achieve in the next year? Set some goals. Goals 
give you more clarity in decision-making. Plus, they 
give you a sense of purpose. You will schmooze 
more with others, especially artistic, creative people. 
(Remember - write down some goals.)

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
You will be more popular in the next four weeks. You 
will seek out friends, plus, you will also become 
more involved in groups, clubs and organizations. 
Your idealism will be aroused, which is why you 
might seek out charitable organizations or ways to 
help those who are less fortunate. Romance with a 
boss might begin. Someone will ask your advice 
about how to make something look better.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
Everyone will admire you and see you as super 
capable (even if you don’t do anything special). 
Good lighting is everything! Now is the perfect win-
dow of time for you to make your pitch or go after 
what you want because you look so good in the 
eyes of everyone. Meanwhile, Venus might also cre-
ate a romantic relationship with someone “different.” 

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Decide to act on your urge to do something different 
because you need a change! Einstein said, “I must 
be willing to give up what I am in order to become 
what I will be.” Sometimes you need to give up the 
familiarity of your velvet rut to explore more of the 
world. This includes intellectual exploration, which is 
why many of you will choose to study or take cours-
es instead of jetting off to new places. Fair Venus 
has just moved into one of your Money Houses, 
which means the financial or practical help you need 
or an inheritance might come to you! (Where there’s 
a will, there’s a way.) Romantic relations will be very 
affectionate and sexy!

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
This is a lovely time for all relationships - love affairs, 
marriages, partnerships and professional relations 
with coworkers. Use the next four weeks to patch up 
difficult relationships and misunderstandings. 
Meanwhile, you will have more involvement with 
financial matters and shared property. This includes 
taxes, debt and inheritances. You will also feel emo-
tionally passionate, and at times, even compulsive.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
It’s been six months since your birthday, which 
means certain things in your life are culminating. Be 
smart, respectful and courteous when dealing with 
authority figures. (You’ll be glad you did.) Some situ-
ations might not work out right now. Remember: 
Your first loss is your cheapest loss. Let it go. What 
is working needs to be incorporated in your life so 
that you move forward with growth and progress. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
Grab that toolbox or briefcase because you’re keen 
to work in the next four weeks. You’re setting the bar 
high and you want to be productive! You want to 
make every action count. (Admirable.) Basically, you 
want to manage your life well. One quirky detail is 
you might have to work on behalf of others, which 
means you might not be your own boss. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)
Great news! The next four weeks will be full of social 
outings, fun vacations, romantic diversions, sports 
events and enjoyable activities with kids. Yes, it’s 
your turn to play! Not only do you want to play and 
socialize with others, at a deeper level, you want to 
express the real you, especially your creative talents. 
You want the freedom to be who you are. Expect 
relationships to be more lighthearted and fun-loving! 
Romance in particular will sizzle! Many of you will 
also enjoy redecorating projects and doing some-
thing to make your home more attractive. You will 
want to entertain at home as well. Invite family over 
for good food and drink.

Your Horoscope

Birch Lake items of interest
The Moon for 
this Saturday
(At Midnight, US Central time, 

as viewed from the Northern Hemisphere) 
Illuminated Fraction: 0.070
2.8 days before new moon

Sunrise: 06:06:50 AM
Sunset: 21:22:56 PM

Moonrise: 03:38:31 AM
Moonset: 18:36:02 PM
Daylight: 15 Hr 16 Min 06 Sec

208 days 
before 

New Moon
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~Birch Lake Recipes~
Provided Exclusively to the Birch Barker from Mrs. Ima Foodnudge

Sunrise salad -- looks refreshing
Sunrise Salad
Original recipe yields 12 servings

Ingredients: 
1 (6 ounce) package 
strawberry flavored Jell-O® mix
2 cups boiling water
2 (10 ounce) packages frozen strawberries
2 tablespoons lemon juice
1 medium banana, mashed
1 pint sour cream 

Directions:
Step 1 - In a bowl, pour boiling water over 
gelatin, stirring to dissolve. Stir in frozen 
strawberries until thawed. Set aside.

Step 2 - In a small bowl, stir lemon juice 
into mashed banana. Stir banana mixture 
into gelatin, and mix in sour cream. Pour 
into serving bowl, cover, and refrigerate 
overnight, or until set.

NOW HIRING FULL AND PART TIME POSITIONS 



We’re into the second week of 
camp, and have 103 campers 
here. This week’s theme is 80s 

Week – we’re looking forward to seeing 
all the fun and silly 80s outfits people 
come up with on Friday night. 
	 It’s another hot week this week, and 
we’re working hard to keep everyone 
cool and healthy. That means spending 
LOTS of time at the waterfront! We had 
three mandatory swim times last week 
to try to keep kids cooled off, and I’m 
sure we’ll have a few this week as well. 
	 Last week we had Fleet Captain 
Steve Frew at camp to help teach sailing. 
The campers had a great time, and we 
were excited to see your sailboats back 
out on the water for the first time in 
a few years. Not only did the campers 
learn a lot, but it was a great experience 
for our staff as well. 
	 Thank you to Steve for helping 
organize this new junior sailing pro-
gram, and for being our first volunteer 
of the summer. We’re looking forward to 
having other Birch Lake sailors up here 
to help out the rest of the summer! We 
do still have spaces for more volunteers, 
so if you’d like to come up and help with 
a couple sailing classes for a week, please 
email amber@tannadoonah.org and I’ll 
get you on the schedule!
	 We have nearly reached 1,200 

registered campers for the summer, 
with 1,182 registered so far. We’ve seen 
a recent increase in new registrations 
coming in this past week, maybe related 
to kids being out of school and parents 
realizing they need to get them out of 
the house to do something! Our kids 
(Avery and Elyse) just got out of school 
on Wednesday last week (June 15)! They 
were so jealous of all their friends who 
got out of school around Memorial Day. 
Avery is gone all week this week on a 
trip to Washington, DC with his school, 
so he will have to wait yet another week 
to have his first week at camp for the 
summer. 
	 It’s been exciting to get back to our 
“normal” schedules at camp this year, 
with campers each having their own in-
dividual schedules and getting to choose 
their favorite activities. For the past two 
years we’ve kept the kids in “cohorts” 
of 10-12 campers and they had to stay 
together all week with their group. So 
there was less freedom to choose their 
activities. On the flip side, each cohort 
really got to know each other well during 
the week! The “normal” schedule means 
kids are moving around camp a lot more 
independently, instead of in big clusters 
with their cabin or cohorts. It’s so fun to 
see all the activity and feel like things 
are back to the way it’s been in the past!

	 Don’t forget about the upcoming 
pancake breakfast at Camp T on Sun-
day, July 3 from 8:30-11 am. Cost is $5 
for ages 10 and older; $2 for ages 5-10, 
and free for kids 4 and younger. If you’d 
like to volunteer at the breakfast, we can 
always use extra hands in the kitchen 
or helping in the dining room! Email me 
and I’ll send you a link to the volunteer 
sign up. As always, we will have our 
Camp Trading Post open so you can 
stock up on your Camp T gear, too!

 ~Mrs. Amber

— Camp Tannadoonah —
’80s week is fun and zany



FOR SALE:
For sale: Melges MC with trailer.  Hull # 
247 Reconditioned two years ago and sailed for the last 
two years. All new lines, many new parts.  Solid, fully 
functional, sails well. Price reduced AGAIN, 
now just $700 (OBO).  476-1680, or email online-
barker@gmail.com

Jet ski lift. $675. Call Claudia 574-596-2154

Jet Ski lift for sale - PWC cantilever lift, 
750lb capacity and 51”beam. Price $500. Call 574-220-
0407

Vinyl boat lift cover. $295. Call 574-596-
2154.

LOST:
Floated away from North Shore home sometime before 
Halloween, Turtle raft, made out of deck material 
with Styrofoam floats on the underneath on short rope. 
Please contact Mike at (574) 286-3135

FOUND:
White cushion, looks like a 
boat cushion, 
washed up on west side 

after the big storms last week. Call Ron or Katie (269) 
476-9317 to claim.

FOR RENT:
Interested in a unique fun vacation? Check out our 
Florida Village house at ourhome4rent.com/
cjp Call 574-596-2154 for more info.

For rent: Three bedroom, one full bath with tub and 
shower, lakefront house on Birch Lake. 
New granite kitchen and new stainless appliances with 
dishwasher, washer and dryer also.   Nice pier with big 
platform.  Plenty of parking.  Beautiful sunsets all year 
long. Possible ski, pontoon, row boat, and sailboats 
available for rent also. Sleeps six in beds plus room for 

more.  Contact Pat McGann call/text 574-532-5377.  

FREE:
Small children’s rowboat, 8’ long, free to a 
good home. Contact Jon @ 574 339-6492

Two sets of men’s golf clubs with 
bags, free to someone who wants them, leave a 
msg at 574-299-0705 ~ Bob

SERVICES:
I do sewing and mending at fair prices - zip-
pers, hemming, small alterations; call Kathy at 476-
9317

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.
VOTED NILES
BUSINESS OF

THE YEAR! Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year! 

2400 N 5th ● Niles, MI
269-687-7192 Niles, MI

866-751-1470 Toll Free

After Hours
Emergency
Service

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
● Licensed Plumbers 
● Drug-Free Employees 
● Criminal Background Checked Employees 
● No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done 
● 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
● True 24-Hour Emergency Service 
● Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”
● Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms 
● Longest Warranties in the Business    
● Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee 

During Business Hours

● Bonus  — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

wwwwwwaaddvvaannttaaggeepplluummbbiinnggiinncc..nneett

Major Credit Cards Accepted

®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS



2022 BLYC OFFICERS 
Barb Cassady (E)	�����������������������������Commodore
574-229-9815	���������� barbcassady49@gmail.com 
Deb Hall (Cove).....................Vice Commodore
219-765-8691	�����������������������bdeh@sbcglobal.net
Deb Spratt, Treasurer (N).................476-2113

debspratt@comcast.net
Mike Sheffieck, Secretary (W)	����������������������
708-220-1506.............. mcsheffieck@gmail.com
Steve Frew, Fleet Captain (E)	 708-285-2999

stephenbfrew@gmail.com
BLYC Directors 

Angela Bergan (E)..............................561-603-5522
berganfsu@aol.com

Greg Bolin (W)............................................476-2420
gbolin31@aol.com

Ed Chester (E)	������������������������������������������� 476-1010
ed@chesterlawoffice.com

Karen Curtis-Miller (E)........................574-261-6712 
krcurtismiller@gmail.com

Terry Dugan (S)..........................................476-2814
s581122@aol.com

Bernie Garceau.......................................... 476-9862
bgarceau@norcoind.com

Chas Grundy (E).................................574-315-0217
chas.grundy@gmail.com

Deb Hall (Cove).......................................... 476-7226
bdeh@sbcglobal.net 

Patty Luecht (E) ........................................476-2615
pgalloway4@yahoo.com

P. Com. Pat McGann (E)	�������������������574-532-5377
pat@mcgannhay.com

Laura Pence (E)	��������������������lpence3@gmail.com
Sarah Petty (N)	������������������������������������������ 476-7068

sarahkpetty@gmail.com
Claudia Phipps (N).................................... i476-7073

claudia2154@gmail.com 
Vickie Rogers (C).......................................476-2383

tvrogers@frontier.com
Rick Russwurm (N)....................................476-2407

paramountp@aol.com

Scott Troeger (E)........................................476-9898
scott.troeger@btlaw.com

Phil Vitale (E)............................................476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com

or onlinebarker@gmail.com
Sandy Vitale (E)......................................... 476-1680

sv6102@gmail.com
Dan Waxman (E),.....................................317-506-1680

DWaxman@versiti.org
Denny Weesner..................................219-765-8602

dkwees@cs.com 
Sue Williams (S)	����������������������������������������476-8886

smwillia@comcast.net

OTHER ATTENDEES
Paul Fallon (E)................... Chairman, Water Quality
476-1467............................pauljfallon@gmail.com
Blair Garceau (E)..............Chairman, Homeowners 
476-9862.................................blairgarceau@gmail.com

blairgarceau@gmail.com

2022 BLYC OFFICERS & DIRECTORS2022 BLYC OFFICERS & DIRECTORS

$____  -  BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

$____  -  BLYC Associate Member* Dues  ($10 / year)
*Associate membership is available to current associate members 

and for non-lake residents who wish to support the BLYC

$____  -  Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

$____  -  Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

$____  -  Building Improvement Fund

$____  -  FIREWORKS FUND

$____  -  Water Quality Program

$____  -  Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication

$____  -  Safety Committee

$____  -  Other non-party related expenses

$____  -  BLYC Roof Fund

$____  -  BLYC AED Fund

$____  -  Misc.

Total contribution:

$__________________

Name_________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Make checks payable to
BLYC

 and mail to Deb Spratt, Treasurer
18100 Farmington Hills Dr.

South Bend, IN 46637

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
THE TIME IS RIGHT

TO PAY YOUR DUES!
Support the BLYC, support our Lake, support our Community!

	Now you can go online at HTTP://BIRCHLAKEYACHTCLUB.COM to pay your dues	

Birch Lake Directory 
	 We are in the process of updating 
our current 2020 Phone/Address 
Directories for Birch Lake residents. 
Please complete the Directory Form 
included here and return to BLYC 
Treasurer, Deb Spratt by July 15, 
2022. If you know of new residents, 
please make sure they are aware of 
this process. Thanks to Deb for collect-
ing the information and compiling for 
the Directories. . 
	 Please send your information to 

Deb Spratt via email at debspratt@
comcast.net No later than June 30 

so we can get them made and distrib-
uted at the Fall Dinner.

Please use this for to submit the following info:
Cottage number (if you know it)______________________________________
Last name(s) of owner(s)_____________________________________________
First name(s) of owner(s)_____________________________________________
Lake street address___________________________________________________
Other address (away from the lake) _________________________________
Lake phone number (landline) _______________________________________
Cell phone numbers __________________________________________________
Children’s names _____________________________________________________
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