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Thanks to Beth Kanagy (north side) for the cool heron in the moonlight pic ...

COMMODORE’S

COMMENTS

11, I finally did it. After hav-
ing the hoses sit in my yard
for 3 weeks, I decided to hook

them to sprinklers and timers. It was
not for the lack of rain as there was
another deluge of biblical proportion on
the morning of the Ladies Golf Outing.
It delayed their tee-off time by a few
hours, but they did get a round of golf
in. I don’t think daily watering will get
my lawn anywhere near the beauty and
majesty of my East Side neighbors.
Starting with the Troegers, with Scott
strategically watering his lawn, to the
Steffens and Chesters where Tim and
Carla are having a battle royale with
their mowers and leaf blowers.
Speaking of leaf blowers, when I
recently sought refuge in the Cove at
the Rogers’, Tom showed me their gas
powered ‘His and Hers’ leaf blowers.
Tom and Vickie follow the tried-and-
true principle of “The couple that blows
leaves together, stays together.” My bat-
tery powered leaf blower is no match for
this duo, so I will have to admire them

from afar!

And we have the first entry in the
biggest pontoon boat on Birch! Mike
Machalleck nominated his next-door
neighbors, Tom and Reva Underwood
for their 25-foot, twin canopied red pon-
toon. Can someone top that?

On a more serious note, with the
latest surge of COVID-19 there will be
changes in the activity calendar, espe-
cially for events held at the yacht club.
We have been able to gather several
times but as cases increase including
folks on Birch Lake, we need to proceed
with an abundance of caution. So, look
to the Barker for these updates, and if
you still haven’t taken the vaccine,
please consider doing that now. You will
not only be protecting yourself but will
protect your families and friends.

~Commodore Dan, First Mate

Sharon and Scout the Wonder Dog

2021 Corn & Sausage Roast
CANCELED due to COVID

We have some sad news to share.
Due to the recent surge in COVID cases,
including around the Lake, in an abun-
dance of caution we have decided it
would be best to cancel this year’s Corn
& Sausage Roast. As you know and

appreciate, the Corn & Sausage Roast
has always been a great way to bring
our community together in fellowship —
it was never just about the food. Being
together in the Yacht Club, smiling and
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Birch Lake Calendar*®

July 30 - BLYC Mens’ Golf Outing, Pine
View, Three Rivers, 1:30 pm, page 11

August 7 - Corn and Sausage
Roast Canceled

August 21 - BLYC Fall Dinner, details tha

August 27 - Ladies Lunch & Style Show,
Woodfire, Dowagiac, 11 am, tba

September 6 - Labor Day flotilla, tha

Oct. 16 - Crockpot Challenge (tentative)

BLYC BOARD MEETINGS
Aug. 7,9am @BLYC

August 7 - Homeowners Association annual
meeting, BLYC, following board meeting.

For info, and open dates to rent the Birch
Lake Yacht Club building, contact Sandy
Vitale at 269-476-1680 or 269-858-8184.

The Birch Barker will entertain ads and editorial items for potential publication. E-mail to sailorphil@philvitale.com, mail them to me (or put them in the
stone mailbox) at 63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore). DEADLINE for any issue is Noon on the Tuesday of the week before the publication. Contact Editor

Phil at onlinebarker@gmail.com, or at 476-1680 (no text). Contact Commodore Dan Waxman, call 317-506-1680 or email DWaxman@uversiti.org.




— Birch Lake Notes —

enjoying the company of our friends and
neighbors, has been why we do the event
in the first place.

All of the eating for the Corn &
Sausage Roast is inside the tight quar-
ters of the Yacht Club. With new knowl-
edge about the high risk of COVID’s
resurgence, we simply couldn’t risk hold-
ing an event that could spread the virus
to those in our wonderful community.
And having a take-out-only event would

be against the entire community-build-
ing purpose we want. So, it will be
another year before we're able to have
the next Corn & Sausage Roast. Hope
to see you in 2022!
~Blair & Bernie Garceau,
Vickie & Tom Rogers
and Julie & Mike Sheffieck

Ladies Luncheon and Style Show
Our Luncheon and Style show is
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LADIES STYLE SHOW AND LUNCHEON

B

FRIDAY, AUGUST 27 11 AM
WOODFIRE GRILL

FASHIONS BY THE MARSHALL SHOP
TICKETS $30
CALL
DENNY WEESNER 269-476-2569

RONNI ESHLEMAN 317-4189557
0o000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

e]-3-1e1o3-1.1.1.1.3.1.1.3.3.1..3.1.3.1.1-3.3..1.1.]

Thomas J.

Waterwell

5” Water Wells

Mosier

“just around the corner” on Friday,
August 27. Six of our Birch Lake ladies
will be modeling the latest in fall fash-
ions from the Marshall Shoppe in
Dowagiac. Join our models Jan Temple,
Tracey Limes, Claudia Phipps, Blair
Garceau, Michelle Seyfarth, and Jeannie
Welch,for a fun afternoon ... includes 10
percent discount on anything you may
buy at the shop after the style show!
Tickets will go on sale this week.
The price is $30 and will include, a
salad, entree, drink, tax and gratuity.
Just call Denny Weesner, 476 2569 or
650 862 4711, or Ronda Eshleman at
317 418 9557,

The Printed Birch Barker

The Birch Barker is delivered to
homes on Birch Lake every weekend,
and is available online at the website
http://www.philvitale.com/Barker/
BirchBarker.htm.

Deadline for any given week ‘s
Barker is noon on Tuesday prior to the
weekend. To contact editor Phil, email
onlinebarker@gmail.com, sailorphil@
philvitale.com, phone 269-476-1680 (no
text, I don’t have a cell phone), mail
items to 63174 Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI
49095 or put them in my mailbox at that
address on the east side of the lake.

To submit items to the Birch Barker

We rent

APOLLOMARINE et

APOLLO
MARINE

South side

Repair & Service
Most Water Pumps

“Promise of Quality

M-60 E
Cassopolis

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008

of Gravel Lake

15355 96 Avenue
Lawton, MI 49065

269-423-6011
1-888-096-B0AT

SALES + SERVICE + STORAGE

Pontoon Boats!

We service all
area lakes!




— Birch Lake Notes —

Birch Lake Yacht Club
FIREWORKS FUND

2022

$ 12,000

July 26 $ 4,802

to donate use the form
for fireworks in the back of
or any other o date this week’s
BLYC function Birch

or activity ... Barker

or contribute online at
http://BirchLakeYachtClub.com/
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Normally Open
7 days/wk

11 am to Midnight

Carry Outs ava|lable

69608 Sunset Blvd Zimmyville (Union), Michigan

ZIMMY’S TAVERN

(269) 641-5317
http://mww.zimmystavern.com

or to buy a display or classified ad, email your items to sailor-
phil@philvitale.com or onlinebarker@gmail.com, or mail (or
deposit items) Phil Vitale, 63174 Birch Rd. (east side),
Vandalia, MI 49095. Display ad sizes and prices can be seen at
http:/www.philvitale.com/Barker/BirchBarker.htm.
Classified ads are free for BLYC paid members, and $5/week
for non-members.

Birch Lakers participate in Diamond Lake Regatta

On Saturday, July 24, Diamond Lake Yacht Club hosted
the return of the Michiana Inter Lake MC Regatta.
Established in the early ’80s the regatta invites sailors from
Birch, Corey, Eagle, Indian and Diamond Lake. This year’s
event was dedicated to Reid Francis - a long time Michiana
resident and sailor who died April 2020 from a lengthy bout
with cancer. Reid was dedicated to sailing instruction and
competition at Diamond Lake. Reid’s two sons and a daughter
(with their mother as crew) raced in the memorial regatta.

The day-long event featured three races with good wind.
George Carlin of Eagle Lake was the overall winner. Barb
Cassady, with husband Tom as her crew, represented Birch
Lake MC sailors finishing seventh out of 18 boats. Scott
Troeger assisted on the Committee boat directing the races.

Next year’s Inter Lake MC Regatta will be sailed at
Indian Lake on Saturday, July 23, 2022.

PEL Fnak

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville
on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305




FLEET CAPTAIN’S CORNER

No wind, again, bummer

ot much to talk about this week
when it comes to sailing. The
winds again, did not cooperate,

and we tried to delay an hour to see if it
would pick up. However, unfortunately
it did not. This time of year is really dif-
ficult to determine whether we will sail
or not. When Tom (to whom we owe so
many thanks every week) went out to set
the marks, he said it was so dead that
there was no way he could set a course.
There were some brave sailors out there,
but they were not moving very fast. But

it’s all in the fun and we will try it again
next week.

Since I have the opportunity, I'd
like to take this time to thank many
that help us out throughout the season.
Our rescue boats that are always there
looking after us, are usually manned
by Tom Kuhn, and Rick Doolittle. We
certainly appreciate all they do to keep
us safe. I would also like to thank, of
course the committee boat. It is hard
to give up every Sunday to go out and
do races. We are very fortunate to have
volunteers in the
way of Deb Hall,
Good Patti Russ-
wurm, Deb Spratt,
Keith Kinzler, just
to name a few. Of
course this year, we
have Vic Jones and
Phil Vitale helping
Tom. And last but
not least, I would
like all the sailors

If it weren’t for you
coming out and
battling the wind
or lack thereof,

we would not be
having sailing on
Sundays at Birch
Lake. I would also

to be acknowledged.

like to say thank you and we appreciate
all of you for being kind and understand-
ing when it comes to the committee boat,
and realizing sometimes we get confused
on what we're doing. Again, we are just
amateurs trying our best to make Sun-
days work for all of us when it comes to
sailing.

Let’s hope for better winds this
Sunday so we can get out there and love
our time on Birch Lake. Our season is
so short, we certainly regret anytime we
cannot sail. So cross your fingers, do your
dance, and just hope we get to sail!

Sail on!

~Fleet Captain,Bill
(and ghostwriter, BP)

269.244.5510

11920 McKinley St.
Jones, Michigan 49061

www. satorisalonandspa.com

Email: sarorisalonspaogmail.com

el

Salon & Spa

Offering our Guests...

- All Hair Services w/Natural Products
Pedicures & Marnicures

Facial & Massage

Sugaring & Waxing

Fvelash Fxitensions & Lifis

= w €

=2 Fxperience the Organic Differernce

D

TUESLEY » HALL - KONOPA, LLP

atftorneys

Estate planning
Elder law
Business counsel
Mediation
Litigation

Cassopolis«South Bend « Elkhart
269.445.1818 | thklaw.com




— BLYC Ladies’ Golf —

On Friday, July 23, 23 patient and coop-
erative women played 9 holes of fun golf at
Diamond Lake Golf Course. After a stormy
start (literally) we were able to enjoy each
other just relaxing, laughing and having fun.
There were squeals of delight heard all over
the course as the ladies made great putts or
long drives. A huge thank you to the staff
at Diamond Lake Golf Course, especially
Cheryl for helping us in so many ways and
Bill for being so flexible and accommodat-
ing. They really made the event special. A
big thank you goes out to Staci Whiteman
for driving the beverage cart. Staci said she
doesn’t play golf but this is her Birch Lake
event of the year where she can spend time
with the ladies of the lake. Zimmy’s Tavern
owner, Lee Oswalt, generously donated gift
cards for the golf skill contests. We appreci-
ate his annual support to this cause.

Lunch followed at the Birch Lake Yacht
Club due to more thunderstorms predicted.
Truthfully everyone was relieved to be out of
the hot and humid air and enjoy the com-
panionship of all and a refreshing late lunch.
Katha Machalleck and Denny Weesner
served the lunch with expertise and with
their usual grace and smiles. They always
make everyone feel welcome and comfort-
able.

The following prizes were awarded this
year for great golf:
1st Place Team: Claudia Phipps, Becky
Wiseman, Brittany Marlow
2nd Place Team: Ronnie Eshleman, Deb
Runser, Cathy Doolittle, Tina Klein
3rd Place Team: Traci Limes, Angela Ber-
gan, Jackie Frew, Carol McCoy
4th Place Team: Leslie King, Vickie Rogers,
Carla Chester, Blair Garceau
5th Place Team: Barb Cassidy, Diane Rob-
ertson, Allison Weaver-Gills, Lori Noyer
6th Place Team: Sandy Vitale, Bad Patty
Luecht, Sue Waddle, Irene Stephen
Longest Drive: Carla Chester
Closest to the Pin: Sue Waddle
Straightest Drive: Claudia Phipps

We had generous sponsors for this year’s
outing: O’'Donnell’s Docks, LLC, Patti & Rick
Russwurm - Paramount Properties, Inc.,
Sandy & Phil Vitale, Gavin Francis - Prime
Property Care, Bob & Sue Waddle, Bill Rob-
ertson - B4Time, Dan & Sharon Waxman,
Mark Bidelman - Sun & Shade Awning, Jan
Temple & Tom Kuhn, Jim Rau - Apollo Ma-
rine, Dennis Bamber, Barb & Tom Cassady,
Carla and Ed Chester,

Please remember to thank our sponsors.
Their generosity helped make the event a
huge success for Birch Lake Yacht Club.

No date has been set for next year’s
event. If you are interested in chairing or
helping let us know.
~Carol McCoy and
Blair Garceau, Co-Chairs




— Water Quality Report —

ater Testing — E coli:
For the past 12 years or so,

we have conducted testing for the
bacteria E coli in Birch Lake. The impe-
tus for testing was post-sewer related, and
does not need to be rehashed at this time.
Nonetheless, after a summer of week-
ly testing by an outside agency, it was
determined that E coli was not present at
any level that would be of concern to our
recreational use of the lake.

It should be noted and remembered
that E coli is a type of coliform bacteria
that is present in the intestinal tracts all
warm blooded animals as a normal com-
ponent of the intestinal flora, and finds
its way into the environment via fecal
contamination. Thus, E coli has become
an indicator bacteria for whether a body
of water was safe for recreational use due
to fecal contamination. E coli normally
does not cause issues or is pathogenic,
however, increased levels are an indicator
of greater fecal contamination and the po-
tential for either pathogenic (disease caus-
ing) forms of E coli or other fecal bacteria.
It would be difficult to find a body of water
without some small background level of
E coli as we have ducks, geese, muskrats,
herons, dog poop washed into the lake
post storm, and maybe the unintended
dirty diaper of a small child. The biggest
concern is sewage from storm systems
that combine storm and sewage in same

THE “SIX COMMANDMENTS OF
BIRCH LAKE WATER QUALITY

I. Thou shalt prevent
the spread of Aquatic
Invasive Species AlS)

Il. Thou shalt minimize
surface runoff

VI. Thou shalt remain
informed and active
about other Water
Quality issues

lll. Thou shalt minimize
the effects of waves

IV. Thou shalt protect
and expand Natural
Shorelines

V. Thou shalt not allow
phosphorus, nutrients,
and other undesirable
chemical elements to
enter our lake

pipes after a big rain, or from large flocks
of geese on a beach. These situations may
lead to high levels of E coli counts making
temporary shutdowns of swim areas nec-
essary. Our sewer system is not affected
by storms, and as a negative pressure
system, would not be expected to leak,
thus not providing a source of contamina-
tion into the lake. Based on all the results
from the past 12 years, any E coli found
are expected to be from our local wildlife
and at levels that are well below the DNR/
EGLE recommended safe levels.

Testing is conducted using all sterile
materials for collection and analysis and
obtained from a laboratory in Goshen.
Samples are taken in approximately a
meter of water from a kayak, thus not
disturbing the lake bottom. Samples
have been taken from the same locations
each year, and reflect the basic testing
strategy taken by the outside agency.
Once samples are brought in, using sterile
technique, they are mixed with an agar
media, poured into prepared petri dishes,
and then incubated at 95 degrees for
two days. Usually, numerous colonies of
bacteria will grow but E coli colonies will
produce a blue color identifying them.

The only sampling site with E coli
levels that might be of concern is the little
inlet stream on the northeast part of the
lake. Here, within the stream levels are
above recommended safe levels for swim-

ming, but within a couple of feet from
the inlet, we are back to only background
levels. Additionally, genetic analysis has
shown the bacteria in the stream are not
of human origin and thus not from the
sewer. Sampling from this year has been
no different from past years with E coli
counts less than 10 — 20 percent of the
recommended safe levels.

Addenda — With the talk of bacteria
in this time of sterilization for all things
Covid (virus), it should be noted that each
of you have about 70 trillion bacteria ei-
ther on the surface of your skin or within
your intestinal tract. In fact, we keep
trying to add more with yogurt, probiot-
ics, etc. A well balanced bacterial floral
population is good for your health..

If you’ve got an idea for a custom item, | can make it!
Contact Jennifer Ball, Balljkb@aol.com, 574-535-3733

BIRCH LAKE GOODIES!

Custom made koosies, kitchen towels, hot pads, wine
bags, flags, coasters, t-shirts, coffee cups and all-
occasion greeting cards. Prices vary depending on time
and material costs. Great gifts, home/cottage decor.
10% of all sales go-to the Birch Lake Yacht Club!

Source.
1Bank

1Istsource.com | Member FDIC

Straight Talk. Sound Advice.
Source.

Ttems.

Deliveries Twclude:

Egps, Fruits, Vegetables,
Baked Goods and Preserved

Insurance products and annuities are not insured by the FDIC; are not

deposits or obligations of, or guaranteed by 1st Source Bank; and may involve

investment risk, mcludmg loss of value. 1st Source Insurance, Inc. is a wholly
owned affiliate of 1st Source Bank.

269-26-0754




— Barker Kids of the Week —

Carla and Ed Chester’s (east side) grandson, Elliot

. - French , had a great time at the family picnic at Birch

, . . . . Lake! Thanks to all the organizers! The music was

Happy anniversary to Claudia and Dennis Phipps. (north side), 22 great! They said they wish more of you Birch Lakers
great years!

would have come!
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ATri-County Bookkeepers

tax accounting & payroll services since 1955

An accounting practice serving
southwestern Michigan for over
60 years specializing in

2 & MC—GB.IIII Hay small business accounting

r.
{ o4 G. AN . . . . .
Al ';EI::::’::EI gt e We offer A free no-obligation discussion about your business
a0 requirements, competitive pricing,personal account manager,
o A J .
corporate & personal tax prep, tax planning/tax representa-

El‘anuﬁ' ulﬂl]ﬂl tion, full-service payroll, affordable time keeping solutions,

- financial analysis, pay-as-you-go Workers’ Comp Insurance
- Large Rooms - Children's Room

Tax planning
Need assistance with your tax planning? Don’t we alll We can
help you plan for your taxes before your business is even off
the ground

Bookkeeping/Financial Statement Compilation
Depending on your needs, we can do your bookkeeping for
you or we can teach you how to accurately keep records

Company Structure
Let us help you decide what the best organization is for you

Federal and State Forms
: We'll help you apply for all the tax IDs and forms you need
“The perfect location between

Michigan and Indiana”

2056 Plaza Drive
Benton Harbor, Ml 49022

269-926-2191

Pat & Tessa McGann, Birch Lake Residents, Eastside




— Barker Klds of the Week —

McGann (east side) grandkids and
the big kid on their first ride on the
new golf cart from Smiley’s.

Levy Sisters (south side)
Eberhart alumni walk -
with their four-legged friends

Get a FREE market analys#s'

|“ l!“;__}"’"’f

( 269-445-8877

Paul@ThelakelLife.com

REALTY GROUP

LISTINGS NEEDED!

NOW IS A GREAT TIME
TO LIST YOUR HOME!

Birch Lake homes are

SELLING!

CALL
PAUL DELANO

TODAY
269-445-8877 Paul@ThelLakelife.com




— Barker Kids of the Week —

Papaw quote: “BEST FRIDAY
EVER!” Rick Russwurm (north
shore) took the day off to spend
dragging these cuties around the
lake. California friends Gianna,
Julia and Gabriella joined grand-
daughters Greta, Lyla and Clara for
a beautiful fun day.

Michelle Seyfarth (north shore) finally got a cute picture of
Suki and her mom’s puppy Sasha doing their daily turtle

patrol. They don’t understand that they have scared off all
the turtles!!!

Friends since grade school gathered at Sandy Baucus’s
house (east side) this past week end for the 2nd annual
Girl’s Get Together! They all loved our beautiful Birch lake
and want to come back!

BARKER KIDS OF THE WEEK

Want your kid to be a Kid of the Week? Just mail your photo (with a SASE if you want the photo(s) back) to
Birch Barker, 63174 Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI 49095; put them in a ziplock and stick them in the mailbox at my
home (on the east side), or email me at SAILORPHIL@PHILVITALE.COM

SUNDAY IS SAILING DAY | ERINTING,

ARSI LA, SIGN SERVICES
CUSTOM SOLUTIONS

@NSAILING & DESIGNS
BACES &t 1L

RIFEASEJGIVERENV
ASBRIAKS

STAY CLEAR OF
THE COURSE! [Tk

ELKHART & SOUTH BEND




— Birch Lake History —

Scannell Cottage at Birch Lake

Eighty years ago a pandemic was
raging, touching all ages - but especially
children. Polio was a crippling disease
that seemed to spread quicker in warm-
er weather. Many believed it spread
through swimming pools and lakes. But
John Scannell didn’t believe it.

Having rented the Eichorst cottage
in 1939 and 1940, John and Lois believed
Birch Lake was the cleanest lake around
and the best place for the family to be
during the summer to keep them safe
from polio. The lot next to Eichorst’s was
purchased in 1940 and the little summer
cottage #74, on the southside of the lake,
was ready. John, Patricia and Bob, the
Scannells” three children, made friends
and enjoyed their summers on Birch
Lake.

John Scannell was the Chairman
of the Physical Education Department
at Notre Dame, hired by Knute Rockne.
Soon after, the beloved coach was tragi-
cally killed. John oversaw the building of
the Rockne Building on campus, where
his office was located. Lois was a mom,
dance teacher, and later in life, an artist.
She taught painting through the YMCA
in South Bend and encouraged many to
take part in artistic endeavors.

Every morning, John would head to
South Bend to work and the moms and
kids would walk around the lake- at the
lakeshore. There were some years when
the polio rates were so bad, schools did
not open until October, making for a very
long summer. One day when the kids
complained of being bored, it was sug-
gested that they start a newspaper. The
Scannells and their friends would traipse
around the lake gleaning interesting
information to put in their paper. And
that is how the Birch Barker began. As
they got older, all three worked in some
capacity at Camp Eberhardt.

SLOW
DOWN

BIRCH LAKE HAS

NARROW ROADS,

LOTS OF PEDESTRIANS,

A TON OF CHILDREN,
GRANDCHILDREN AND PETS

SLOW DOWN ON
OUR ROADS

AND ON THE HILLS
TO AND FROM

THE LAKE!

SPEED LIMIT

15.

After the kids had grown, the next
generations would gather at the family
cottage with their kids. John’s family
landed in Utah, Pat’s in Kalamazoo,
and Bob’s in State College, Pennsylva-
nia. Bob’s memories of those visits were
about scraping and painting the cottage.
But his kids remember their time with
their cousins.

This message is brought to you by the Homeowners Association of Birch Lake

John passed away in 1973 and Lois
considered selling the cottage. Pat and
her husband, Dave Hogoboom, convinced
her to keep it and they were able to

rent it out enough to cover expenses. In
2002, both Lois and Dave passed away
within days of each other. Young John
had passed away from cancer in the late
1980’s. Bob made sure the Hogobooms
would be able to keep the cottage. Pat’s
son, Dave, and his wife, Donna, have
been the caretakers ever since.

The cottage hasn’t changed much in
80 years. Hot water and a shower were
added in the late 1980’s. Soon after a
telephone was installed. A large deck
was added to the lakeside in the late
1990’s. Most recently new siding was
put on (no more scraping and painting!)
and new windows, which should help to
insure the cottage will make it to the 100
year mark.

Bob passed away a few years ago,
but Pat can still be found sitting in her
shady corner of the deck or occasionally
driving her new pontoon. The Scannells
and Hogobooms gather every year at lit-
tle #74 on Birch Lake for a big ScaBoom
reunion. A tradition we hope to continue
for years to come.

The large group is the family reunion
group from Saturday. The 3 boys,
Andrew Hogoboom, Atlas, and Clay
Boverhof defending Birch Lakeshore
Drive. They are the great-grandsons

of Patricia Scannell Hogoboom. The
other is four generations at Birch Lake:
Patricia, Dave, Joe, Andrew, and Madi
(the newest member of the family)
Hogoboom.



In addition
to the 100’ No __._'-'-E-j'zi_-::'_-.* 0

No Wake in the entire Cove!

Stay 100’ from Camp T’s

no wake buoys!
Zones arou“d the - :. Stay 100’ from docks, rafts,

towed rafts, all boats, ski-

lakeshores, all L %%/ ers and tubers
boats should /[ | Keep all skiers and towed
produce no | T onts, plors & rafts |
wakes in the ! "
shallow areas \
marked with an %\
.- wakes in these & L
areas disturb the lake bottom -
and are causing damage to sea
walls and yards. Please do not run
through these fragile areas at wake speed.

Thank you!

Sale Weth Susie!

Your Waterfrout Specialist

Waterfront Specialist
Serving Michigan
and Indiana

SUSIE TUCKER
REALTY

574-320-6697 cen
269-641-5775 Office Zillow
www.susietucker.com e A= QP J% SV
Susie@susietucker.com | >-STARAGENT

susie@susietucker.com 574-320-6697

ATTENTION SELLERS:
LISTINGS NEEDED TO FILL OVERWHELMING
DEMAND FROM BUYERS! CALL ME FOR
A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS OF YOUR
PROPERTY.




— BLYC Family Picnic —

Despite passing downpour,
family picnic a popping party

Thanks to everyone who came out
for the first BLYC Family Picnic! The
band was hopping, the grill was hot,
and the fun was flowing freely! We had
approximately 120 people including
many kids who enjoyed playing corn-
hole and giant Connect 4.

We especially want to thank
our many volunteers who helped
run this event: Bernie Garceau, Bud
Hall, Tom Rogers, and Bill Luecht
for grilling; Phil and Sandy Vitale
for tending bar; Deb Hall for serving
food; Vickie Rogers, Blair Garceau,
Denny Weesner, Brad and Amanda
Sandler, and Andy and Mary Karceski
for working the welcome table; and
everyone else who pitched in, especially
for Sunday cleanup. Also a thank you
to all who were there when it started to
rain. Everyone chipped in and helped
without hesitation as we had to move
the event inside. And thank you to Pat
and Sue Williams, Bill Doba, Terry
Dugan, Mike and Katha Machalleck,
Pat and Jeannie Welch, and Ron and
Staci Whiteman who allowed us to
park cars nearby on their properties.
Finally, thanks to Camp Tannadoonah
for helping us order and store the food.
(They have a much bigger freezer than
we do!)

It was great seeing so many people
celebrating summer and enjoying
the Birch Lake Yacht Club. We were
thrilled to meet new folks who had
never been out to a yacht club event.
We hope to do more events like this in
the future!

Thank you!

~ Sarah Petty, Patty Luecht,

Claudia Phipps, and Chas Grundy




YOUR HOROSCOPE

Aries (March 21-April 19)

It will be fun city for your sign this week. You will
demand the freedom to be yourself! You will enjoy
fun activities, social outings, romantic get-togethers,
sports events, picnics, restaurants, movies and play-
ful activities with children. Your sex drive will be
aroused. In all things, you will be playful and adven-
turous! However, you might go overboard, especially
with respect to self-gratification. Don't do anything
you will later regret.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

This is a marvelous week to entertain at home
because your energy is strong and you're enthusias-
tic! You might use this high-energy for redecorating
projects or doing repairs. In fact, the boldness with
which you do things at home or your ideas related to
family events will impress others, especially bosses
or people in authority. In some way, your actions will
enhance your reputation in your world because oth-
ers will see you as bold and innovative.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

Travel will appeal to you this week because you are
curious, you want to learn, you want stimulation and
adventure, and most importantly, you have the ener-
gy to make this happen! You're full of big ideas,
which could lead to spontaneous short trips or plans
for a long trip. Whatever you do this week, you will
do with great enthusiasm! The only catch is you
have to be aware of overestimating your abilities.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

You are enthusiastic about financial matters this
week. As a rule, you are careful and cautious
because you hate to squander your money.
Nevertheless, this week, you're willing to take a
chance because you're thinking big! You have ambi-
tious moneymaking ideas, which could be about
beginning a business or doing something to make
money on the side. You might also contemplate a
major purchase because you are now confident this
is the thing to do.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22)

You will feel the luck and excitement of the dance of
Mars opposite Jupiter this week. This is why you will
be so enthusiastic and proactive about doing some-
thing. Because you have big ideas, it's possible that
you might overestimate something, but quite likely,
you're on target. However, you won't want anyone to
stand in your way. Your great strength this week is
your ability to inspire others, especially those who
are closest to you.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

This week most people are ready to go the whole
nine yards to support something that they want to
do. You might be one of the few exceptions. Of
course, you feel enthusiasm and eagerness about
something - that's a fact. However, you might
choose to sit back a bit and weigh your options. You
are more open to seeing the folly of some “big”
ideas. You will assess what’s going on around you
and if you trust a big idea, then you will endorse it.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

This week will be full of enthusiastic interaction with
friends, groups and kids. Even your romantic life will
be hyped. Many of you will want to take a vacation.
Competition could be a major theme, especially ath-
letic competition. Your confidence is strong and you
want to show the world what you can do. Do be
aware that you have the ability to inspire and
enthuse others.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

Without question, your ambition is aroused this week
and you're ready to go for the gold! The big influ-
ence that you feel right now is a kind of confidence
that stirs you. You believe in yourself. You believe in
your ideas. You believe you can achieve your
dreams. Note: be careful of being overbearing with
others because of your determination. It's important
to be self-aware and realize that we all have limita-
tions including you. Nevertheless, others might be
amazed at the timing of your actions.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

This is a marvelous week for you. All aspects of your
energy will be increased and magnified this week.
Naturally, you will resent anything that narrows your
freedom or limits your scope of action. You will be
optimistic! You'll be up for anything! You will feel
brave, courageous even reckless. Be cautious about
overestimating your abilities or biting off more than
you can chew. Certainly, you want to travel and see
the world!

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

When it comes to financial matters this week, espe-
cially related to shared property, jointly-held posses-
sions or the wealth and resources of someone else -
you are confident. You have ambitious ideas about
how to deal with things so that everyone is happy,
especially you. If you are in a dispute with someone
about an inheritance or some aspect of shared
responsibilities or shared property, you will come out
laughing all the way to the bank.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

This is an interesting week for you that will affect
your closest relationships and partnerships. You
might have big ideas about how to improve a rela-
tionship or nurture it in a new direction. You are
always open-minded, especially about modem, cut-
ting-edge ideas, which means you are ready to
endorse any impressive idea that comes your way.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)

Plan on a super productive week because you are
hot to trot! You will have lots of energy to work. In
fact, you will be almost tireless in your devotion and
determination to get something done. Even you will
be amazed at how much energy you have. Do not
coerce others or be domineering or overbearing in
any way. Not only will you work hard at your job this
week, but whatever you do will expand your world in
some way. Those of you who are recuperating from
any kind of an injury or operation or health problem
will have strong healing powers this week.
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The Moon for

this Saturday
(At Midnight, US Central time,
as viewed from the Northern Hemisphere)
lluminated Fraction: 0.425
0.7 days after last quarter

Sunrise: 06:33:45 AM
Sunset: 21:03:04 PM
Moonrise: 22:09:22 PM
Moonset: 06:41:25 AM
Daylight: 14 Hr 29 Min 19 Sec
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Slmple pasta salad 1ced coffee

Simple Pasta Salad
n easy, yet very
yummy pasta

alad. Almost
any type of pasta may
be used. Best if left to
sit overnight.

Yield: 12 servings

Ingredients

1 16 oz package
uncooked rotini

1 16 oz bottle Italian §
salad dressing

2 cucumbers,
chopped

6 tomatoes, chopped

1 bunch green onions, chopped

4 ounces grated Parmesan cheese

1 tablespoon Italian seasoning
Directions

Step 1 Bring a large pot of lightly salted water

to a boil. Place pasta in the pot, cook for 8 to 12

minutes, until al dente, and drain.

Step 2 In a large bowl, toss the cooked pasta
with the Italian dressing, cucumbers, tomatoes,
and green onions. In a small bowl, mix the Par-

0’Donnell’s Docks 11

Southwest Michigan’s Premier Dock & Lift Headquarters

»’

Sales and service of all

SIaY 1l RYCITR (oY major docks, boatlifts and
over 30 years! WRI7ITI&0]I4 accessories
For an online quote, o to
www odonnellsdocks com

12097 M-60 ¢ Junes, M
269-244-1446
info@odonnellsdocks.com

Autorized Dealer For:

- HEWITT @inc.

| Chocolate-Rasp-

mesan cheese and
Italian seasoning,
and gently mix into
the salad. Cover, and
refrigerate until serv-
ing.

berry Iced Coffee
Ingredient s

coffee ice cubes

1 tablespoon
sugar-free raspberry
syrup (such as Tora-
ni®)

2 tablespoons sugar-free white chocolate syr-
up (such as Torani®)

1 cup cold coffee

2 tablespoons sugar-free French vanilla
creamer (such as International Delight®)

Directions

Step 1 Fill a tall glass with coffee ice cubes.
Add raspberry and chocolate syrups. Pour in cold
coffee and top off with creamer. Stir to combine.

Prme Property are

i Francs
313 Norh Ofegle St
-Cassonals, M 4803
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— Camp Tannadoonah —

about to start August. We're getting

close to the end of summer, and
starting to look ahead to fall and winter
here at camp. In fact, we're launching
registration for our after school programs
today.

We run two after school programs
for Camp Fire, one at Good Shepherd
Montessori School in South Bend, and
one at Sam Adams Elementary in
Cassopolis. We're hoping to start a 3rd
program in the next year or so. Our
After School Programs Director is Miss
Gabby, who serves as our CIT (counselor
in training) director during the summer
months. Miss Gabby was a camper and
CIT at Tannadoonah, then a member of
our camp staff, and last summer was the
assistant camp director.

During the school year, we have
after school at our two sites every after-
noon from the end of the school day until
6pm. We provide a snack, homework
help, enrichment activities, and outdoor
time. We also offer all day programs on
scheduled days off of school. We have a
site supervisor and a program assistant
at each location.

In Camp Fire, we use a program-
ming framework called Thrive{ology} to
map out all of our programs. There are
main four components to this frame-
work: (1) helping kid find their Sparks
(passions or things they get excited

I t’s hard to believe that we're just

about); (2) teaching kids goal manage-
ment skills (setting goals, readjusting
plans when you get off track); (3) growth
mindset (you can improve with hard
work, you may not be good at it *yet,*
but you can get better if you keep work-
ing on it); and (4) reflection (evaluating
experiences and thinking about how you
could do it differently or improve in the
future).

Miss Gabby writes a curriculum
for each of the programs that uses the
Thrive framework. We have a different
“Big Picture” theme every 6 weeks.
These themes are “indicators of thriving’
from the Thrive Framework, and might
include things like Making Connections,
Confidence, Resilience, Communication.
And then each day of the week has its
own focus. Mondays are “Camp Fire
Trails” — traditional Camp Fire activi-
ties. Tuesdays are STEM (science, tech-
nology, engineering, or math). Wednes-
day’s focus is on the arts. Thursdays are
Project Based Learning days — the kids
develop a project they want to work on,
and everything Thursday they continue
their efforts on that project. And Fridays
are outdoors or environmental program-
ming.

We also start every day with
something we call “Spark Time.” This
is based on a program called Conscious
Discipline, and has four pieces: Unite,
Destress, Connect, Commit. It begins

4
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CAMP TANNADOONAH

BIRBCH LAKE

http://tannadoonah.org

with a camp song to get everyone focused
(unite). Then they do a breathing or
stretching exercise (destress). Then

a short, fun team building activity to
create connection among the group —
sharing something about themselves,

or developing trust (connect). And then
they make a commitment. Usually this
takes the form of saying “today I com-
mit to being nice to my brother,” or “my
commitment is to get all my homework
done before bed.” They can also just give
a thumbs up to show that they've made
their commitment but don’t have to say
it out loud to the group.

We have a lot of fun with our After
School kids throughout the year, and
many of them end up coming to camp in
the summer, too!

~Mrs. Amber
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

FOR SALE com/cjp Call 574- at 476-1680
24’ camper. 1 large 596-2154 for more
slide out. 2 queen size info. SERVICES:
beds. Shower. I do sewing and
Bathroom, A/C, TV, WANTED: mending at fair pric-
Microwave, stove/ Wanted: Indoor es - zippers, hemming,
oven. Very clean. storage for three small alterations; call
Makes for a great pontoon boats for Kathy at 476- 9317
over-flow for guests. the winter. Call Phil

Asking $13,000. Bob
Groszek (south side)

o10.594.0901 CIPASSIEIEDJADVERTISING
FOR RENT: Classified ads in the Birch Barker are free to
Are you interested in BLYC members, $5/week for everyone else.

a unique fun vacation? Send your ad to me at sailorphil@philvitale.
STV qutian I OLERE com. If you no longer need your ad to run in the

Village house at Barker please let me know so | can pull it.
ourhomedrent.

Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.

VOTED NILES Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

BUSINESS OF
THE YEAR! Let Us Show You Why We Were

Voted Business Of The Year!

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
® Licensed Plumbers

® Drug-Free Employees

® Criminal Background Checked Employees '
® No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done
® 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

® True 24-Hour Emergency Service

Emergency
® Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”

Service

® Longest Warranties in the Business
® Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee
During Business Hours S P

—— BUSINESS
BBB.

® Bonus — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

2400 N 5th @ Niles, Mi

A 269-687-7192 nics, i
gme ) B B 866.751-1470 rire

g;; m'rﬂ Major Credit Cards Accepted

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net



HOW TO BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR
CLEAN UP AFTER FIDO! | |

Dogs gonna do what dogs gotta
do, so if your dog does it at Birch

Lake, please clean it up!

This message is brought to you by the Homeowners Association of Birch Lake

2021 BILYC QIFIFICIERS & DIIRIECTORS

2018/19 BLYC Officers
Dan Waxman (E), Commodore
317-506-1680 ..........cc...... DWaxman@yversiti.org
Barb Cassady (E), Vice Commodore
574-303-2831-bcassady@holycrossvillage.com
Deb Spratt, Treasurer (N) ................ 476-2113
debspratt@comcast.net
Mike Sheffieck, Secretary (W).....476-1849
mcsheff@aol.com
Bill Luecht (E), Fleet Captain........ 476-2843
wal303@sbcglobal.net
2018 BLYC Directors

Angela Bergan (E) ......cccccveeineiennncne 561-603-5522
berganfsu@aol.com

Greg Bolin (W)...c.ccuicceienreneeecnnas 476-2420
gbolin31@aol.com

Ed Chester (E)......ccccoerrvnniiceerrenenes 476-1010

ed@chesterlawoffice.com

Karen Curtis-Miller (E) ........cccovveueee. 574-261-6712
krcurtismiller@gmail.com

Terry DUgan (S).....cooeeerrerrerenereeeeeens 476-2814
s581122@aol.com

Bernie Garceau...........ccccovvnnicicccinnens 476-9862
bgarceau@norcoind.com

Chas Grundy (E).......ccocoueeerrerrerenenne 574-315-0217
chas.grundy@gmail.com

Deb Hall (Cove)........ccccvuvrniiiereirirreenee 476-7226
bdeh@sbcglobal.net

Patty Luecht (E) ....cccoovvvniiicrrirreens 476-2615
pgalloway4@yahoo.com

P. Com. Pat McGann (E)......ccccceuu... 574-532-5377
pat@mcgannhay.com

Sarah Petty (N)......ccooovnicnrnnrencecnns 476-7068
sarahkpetty@gmail.com

Claudia Phipps (N).......cccocoerrmneneneeenens i476-7073

claudia2154@gmail.com

CLEAN UP

AFTER YOUR DOG

DOG WASTE o
TRANSMITS %
DISEASE

p*

Vickie ROGErS (C) ...covereruerereeriecreeeeeen 476-2383
tvrogers@frontier.com
Rick Russwurm (N)........ccooeceeernnnencnennns 476-2407
paramountp@aol.com
Scott Troeger (E).....cooeoverrenneeieceees 476-9898
scott.troeger@btlaw.com

Phil Vitale (E)......ccccvvernnniccierrrenene 476-1680

sailorphil@philvitale.com,
or onlinebarker@gmail.com

Sandy Vitale (E) ......ccooeeevrnnenecccnne 476-1680
sv6102@gmail.com
Sue WIllIams (S)....c.cvveieeernirirreneeeerenas 476-8886

smwillia@comcast.net

WATER QUALITY AND HOMEOWNERS
Paul Fallon (E), Chairman, Water Quality and
Homeowners Association ...............c........ 476-1467

pauljfallon@gmail.com

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB

IF YOU HAVEN’T PAID YET,

It’s time to pay your 2021 dues!
Support the BLYC, support the Lake, support the Community!

- BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

- BLYC Associate Member* Dues ($10/ year)
*Associate membership is available to current associate members
and for non-lake residents who wish to support the BLYC

Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

Building Improvement Fund

Fireworks Fund

Water Quality Program

Total contribution:

Address

Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication

Safety Committee

Make checks payable to

Other non-party related expenses

BLYC Roof Fund
- BLYC AED Fund

- Misc.

BLYC

and mail to Deb Spratt, Treasurer
18100 Farmington Hills Dr.
South Bend, IN 46637

Now you can go online at HTTP:/BIRCHLAKEYACHTCLUB.COM to pay your dues




Place AED on ground.

Open lid.

Follow AED prompts.
Give compressions.

Remove clothing.
Expose chest.

If required, AED will deliver
shock automatically.

Ifinstructed, give breaths.

Attach pads.

If present, place CPR device.

Automatic AED

CARDIAC
/ science

Cardiac Science and the Shielded Heart logo are sradensarks
of Cardliaz Seience Coporation,
Copyright © 2019 All Righrs Reserved.
500 Burdick Parkway, Deerhield. Wisconsin 53531 [15A
www_cardiacscience.com
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SUN
SHADE

AWNING

Retractable
Awnings
for Decks

and Patios

Boat Covers
and Tops

Aluminum
Awnings

Contact Mark at 269-244-5307

markbidelman@comceast.net

12291 Bidelman Road Rl e »
Three Rivers, M1 40003 (@AWINgs

www.SunandShadeAwning.com




