
“It’s nice to be nice to the nice,” 
a classic line from the charac-
ter Major Frank Burns in the 

TV series Mash. I am using this line as 
my intro this week to talk about being 
NICE on Birch Lake.  Now that summer 
is here, our seasonal residents are back, 
and family and friends are visiting each 
week and weekend. With the exponen-
tial increase in population, we are 
spending our much deserved and long 
overdue leisure time off with more peo-
ple than we have been in Zoom meet-
ings. And in that, we need to be mindful 
of each and everyone’s space on beauti-
ful Birch Lake. 
Commodore Dan’s Top Two Ways 

to be NICE:
1. DRIVING
	 Drive SLOWLY on our roads 
around Birch. These roads at best, are 
one good lane and when two vehicles 
approach from opposite sides, unless one 
is a golf cart, there is not enough space 
to pass each other unless one vehicle 
moves over.  So ... if you are driving 
more than 15 mph, it is very difficult to 

SLOW DOWN to avoid a close encoun-
ter.  Also, we have much loved and 
adored children, grandchildren, nieces, 
nephews, and other little people who 
like to run around from cottage to car 
and might be in the road so PLEASE 
SLOW DOWN.  
	 The Birch Lake Homeowners pur-
chased great SLOW DOWN signs 
(thank you Blaire Garceau) which we 
set along the roads.  Recently a number 

of these signs were removed by someone 
who thought this might be funny or did 
not want to DRIVE SLOW.  My hope is 
they were not residents or visitors at 
Birch Lake, and my dream is that one of 
the home security cameras picked up 
the make, model and license plate of the 
car. I then would like to have a discus-
sion with them with Ben Wozniak and 
Keith Kinzler standing on either side of 
me.

Commodore’s 
Comments

June 26 - Stock the bar party, 6:30 pm, BLYC
July 2 - BLYC Port-a-Pit Chicken sale, 11 am 
	 - 3 pm, Waxman’s drive, east side
July 3 - FIREWORKS, dusk
July 3 - Boat Parade, 4 pm, tba
July 3, 4 - July 4 Regatta, 11 am
July 4 - Camp Tannadoonah pancake 
	 breakfast, 8:30-11 
July 5 - Regatta rain day (if necessary)
July 14 - Birch Lake Flotilla for Dennis 
	 Phipps’ 80th birthday, see page 9
July 23 - Ladies Golf Outing, 9 am, 
	 Diamond Lake Golf Course, tba

July 24 - Diamond Lake Reid Francis 
	 Memorial Interlake MC Regatta, page 5
July 17 - Commodore/Vice Commodore 
	 Party, BLYC, details tba
July 30 - BLYC Mens’ Golf Outing, Pine 
	 View Hemlock, Three Rivers, 1:30 pm 
August 7 - Corn and Sausage, BLYC, tba
August 21 - NEW DATE BLYC Fall 
	 Dinner, details tba
August 27 - Ladies Lunch & Style Show, 
	 Woodfire, Dowagiac, 11 am, tba
September 6 - Labor Day flotilla, tba
Oct. 16 - Crockpot Challenge (tentative)

BLYC BOARD MEETINGS
July 10, Aug. 7, all 9 am @ BLYC

For information and open dates to rent the 
Birch Lake Yacht Club building, contact 

Sandy Vitale at 269-476-1680 or 269-858-8184.

2021
Birch Lake Calendar*

The Birch Barker will entertain ads and editorial items for potential publication.  E-mail to sailorphil@philvitale.com, mail them to me (or put them in the 
stone mailbox) at  63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore).  DEADLINE for any issue is Noon on the Tuesday of the week before the publication.  Contact Editor 

Phil at onlinebarker@gmail.com, or at 476-1680 (no text).  Contact Commodore Dan Waxman, call  317-506-1680 or email DWaxman@versiti.org.

T h e  o f f i c i a l  s u m m e r  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e
B i r c h  L a k e  Y a c h t  C l u b

June 26,
2021

The
Weekend

Of 

Thanks to Bernie Garceau for the beautiful pic of Birch Lake heron enjoying the sunset.



— Birch Lake Notes —
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2.  OUR FUR FRIENDS
	 First mate Sharon and I have had 
13 years of joy, love and interesting/chal-
lenging times with Scout the Wonder 
Dog.  When we adopted him, the foster 
parent warned us that the 1.5 year old 
Scout was a heathen.  Jack Russell 
Terriers were bred to have a very loud 
bark, so that the hunters who followed 
them would find them in the fox holes 
where they had chased down prey. 
When Ed and Carla Chester moved to 
Birch Lake one house down from us, 
Carla later admitted that they almost 
moved away as Scout would bark inces-
santly for way too long.  We realized 
that it wasn’t just us hearing Scout car-
rying on.
	 So, to all the dog owners, if your 
pooch is barking nonstop more than 
10-15 minutes, and no one is invading 
your home, teasing/playing with them, 
or trying to tell you to take them out to 
pee, please comfort them and consider 
your neighbors who are outside trying to 
relax and decompress after a challenging 
week (or family event).
	 This Saturday is the Stock the Bar 
gathering at the Yacht Club and it will 
be the first time many of you have been 
there in over 2 years. Grab your favorite 
bottle(s) of leaded or unleaded beverage, 

make or buy a snacky snack to share 
and let’s Get Together!
	 Until that Time, 

~ Commodore Dan, 
First Mate Sharon and 

Scout the Barking Wonder Dog

Get Ready for the 2021
4th of July Boat Parade!
	 Now is the time to start planning for 
your entry for the 4th of July Boat 
Parade on July 3.  The theme this year 
is “Our Heroes.” Your hero could be a 
veteran, a first responder, a Disney 
character, or your next-door neighbor. 
We want this year’s parade to be the 
best attended ever! Who will win the 
coveted “Grand Champion” award? It 
could be your family! 

Ladies Luncheon and Style Show
	 Time is flying by, and before we 
know it, it will be time for the “Ladies 
Luncheon and Style Show!”  Be sure to 
mark Friday, August 27 on your calen-
dar!  Six of our Birch Lake Ladies will 
model clothes from the Marshal Shop in 
Dowagiac.  The luncheon will be next 
door at the Wood Fire restaurant.  
Tickets will be $30 and will include your 
meal,  salad, drink, tax and tip.  They 
will go on sale after the 4th of July.

Back to Birch! Stock the Bar 
Party, Saturday, June 26, 6:30 pm
	 Celebrate our return to the Birch 
Lake Yacht Club with a Stock the Bar 
party! Bring beer, wine, soft drinks, etc. 
to supply the festivities throughout the 
summer. Or bring an appetizer or des-
sert to share. Join us and we’ll toast to 
our lake friends, old and new. Welcome 
back!

Ladies Golf Outing
	 Ladies! Get your foursome together 
for the annual Ladies Golf Outing. The 
tradition of fun and friends continues on 
July 23. We welcome everyone to join us. 
Look for the team sign up sheet with 
additional details in the Barker after the 
Fourth of July.

Holiday thief alert!
	 It happens every year about this 
time ... thieves show up at Birch Lake 
and steal from cars, boats, yards, every-
where that residents aren’t paying 
attention!  This year we’ve already had 
several “Slow Down” turtle signs stolen 
from yards.  Lock your doors, lock your 
cars, be vigilant.  If you seen suspicious 
or criminal activity call the Cass County 
Sheriff’s Department at 911 (if it is an 
emergency) or 445-2481 to report.  



— Birch Lake Notes —

Jus
t d

ow
n 

the
 ro

ad

69608 Sunset Blvd	 Zimmyville (Union), Michigan

ZIMMY’S TAVERN
(269) 641-5317

http://www.zimmystavern.com

Normally Open 
7 days/wk

11 am to Midnight

music, cold beer, 

lots of fun!
Daily food

specials, 

Carry Outs available

Amount
raised
to date

to donate
for fireworks
or any other
BLYC function
or activity ...

use the form
in the back of 

this week’s
        Birch 

        Barker

Birch Lake Yacht Club
FIREWORKS FUND

WE DID IT!

$ 11,750GOAL

or contribute online at
http://BirchLakeYachtClub.com/

$4,808.00August 31, 2020

$5978.00May 31, 2021

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville

on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

Welcome to Jaywalker
WWhheetthheerr iitt''ss aa ffoorrmmaall ddiinnnneerr oorr ssiimmppllyy hhaannggiinngg oouutt wwiitthh

ffrriieennddss,, wwee mmaakkee iitt oouurr mmiissssiioonn ttoo pprroovviiddee oouurr ccuussttoommeerrss wwiitthh
aa ggrreeaatt ddiinniinngg eexxppeerriieennccee aatt aann aaffffoorrddaabbllee pprriiccee.. 

SSttoopp iinn aannyyttiimmee,, oorr ggiivvee uuss aa ccaallll ttoo mmaakkee rreesseerrvvaattiioonnss..

Daily
Specials

Happy Hour
Tues-Fri

Closed
Mondays

Call for
reservations

Please don’t try to stop them yourself, let the authorities han-
dle it!  Be safe. 

Port-a-Pit Chicken
	 Chickens will be invading Birch Lake again this year on 
Friday July 2 from 11 am to 1:30 pm.  Over the fourth of July 
weekend when you are entertaining family and friends and 
want to stay out of the hot kitchen, this would make a great 
way to feed everybody for one or even two meals and help the 
BLYC help our lake.  
	 Nelson’s Port-A-Pit menu, includes: chicken halves, baby 
back ribs, pork chops and “pit-atoes,” all for sale AGAIN THIS 
YEAR.  It is a rare opportunity when we are able to get food 
delivered to Vandalia, Michigan.   If you are not familiar with 
Port-A-Pit chicken, it is mouth watering rotisserie. Ask anyone 
from Indiana, and they will attest to it’s savory flavor. You can 
order online with your credit card at: birchlakeyachtclub.
com or fill out the form on page 10 in this Barker and drop 
off in my mailbox at 63156 Birch Rd., on the east side. I don’t 
ever get any mail here at the lake so don’t send me emails 
about not using the mailbox for anything but mail. Cost for 
the meals is:
Port-a-Pit Chicken Half $8
Port-a-Pit Bone-in Pork Chop $8 BBQ Baby-Back 
Ribs $9
Pit-tatoes $5
	 All orders must be in by noon the Friday before on June 
25.   THIS YEAR IS PRESELL ONLY!.  NO SALES THE 
DAY OF THE EVENT. Pick up location will again be behind 
Commodore Dan and First Mate Sharon Waxman’s residence 
on the east side at 63590 Birch Rd. All proceeds will go to the 
BLYC’s general fund to be used wherever the need is greatest.  
This was our biggest money maker in several years, so help us 
top last year.  
	 IF YOU OR YOUR KIDS CAN HELP PLEASE LET ME 
KNOW, call/text 574-532-5377, or email: Pat@McGannhay.
com.  Thanks! 

~P.C. Pat McGann

MC events planned
	 The Diamond Lake Reid Francis Memorial Interlake MC 
Regatta is planned for July 24 (see page 5 for details).
	 Also, Clear Lake, Iowa will host the 50th MC National 
Championship regatta on June 24 – 27.  
	 For more information see https://www.mcscow.org/content.
aspx?page_id=4002&club_id=612443&item_id=1289415

The Printed Birch Barker
	 The Birch Barker is delivered to homes on Birch Lake 
every weekend, and is available online at the website 
http://www.philvitale.com/Barker/BirchBarker.htm.
	 Deadline for any given week ‘s Barker is noon on Tuesday 
prior to the weekend.

$8573.00June 7, 2021

$10,743.00June 14, 2021

$12,523.00June 21, 2021

Now we 
need to 
start

 on next 
year’s 
fund!



Well, we sure wish we could 
have done races on Sunday, 
but that was not in the cards, 

or winds! Sure hope you were able to 
make the best of the day, and all had a 
great Father’s Day. It was a beautiful 
day to spend with family and friends!
	 I have a confession. I found out the 
Committee Boat has been doing some-
thing WRONG! ( OH NO!)
	 When the count is given to start the 
fleets, I blow the horn two times to let 
all know we are starting the countdown. 

Then, when we get to the actual start, 
I blow the horn one time, and it will be 
a very long signal. Traditionally, if the 
horn is blown two times after the race 
starts, it means there was a foul of some 
kind or a boat has gone over. 
	 So from now on, only one long blast 
will start the fleets. Hopefully, that will 
clear up any confusion. 

Fourth of July Regatta
	 Right now, 4th of July Regatta will 
be Saturday, July 3 at 11 am, and second 

day will be Sunday, July 4. Rain date , if 
necessary will be on Monday, July 5.
	 Can’t wait to see lots of Sunfish and 
MCs out this Sunday!  It makes me hap-
py to see the renewed interest for sailing 
at Birch Lake. Encourage others to give 
it a try. Remember, we all started not 
knowing what we were doing, so let’s be 
patient with our less experienced sailors. 
	 Sail on!

~Fleet Captain,Bill 
(and ghostwriter, BP)

Fleet Captain’s Corner

2021

NO

WIND
NO SAILING

Father’s Day races scrubbed



BLYC Season Standings to date
Date...............................13-Jun... 13-Jun....13-Jun............. Total .................Point......................Races............. %
Race...................................4............5..............6................ Points.............. Average....................Finished....Finished
MC Scow/Sailor..................................................................................Total MC Races=>...........6
Barb Cassady #2506.............................. 2....................1......................1..............................9363................................1561....................................6................................100%
Scott Troeger  #1489.............................. 1....................2...................DNS...........................7546................................1509....................................4.................................67%
Bill Luecht  #1579.................................... 3....................3......................2..............................8818................................1470....................................6................................100%
Pat McGann #1735................................. 5....................4......................3..............................8072................................1345....................................5.................................83%
Pat Welch #1979..................................... 4................. DNF...................4..............................8003................................1334....................................5.................................83%
Amber Grundy......................................... 6....................5......................5..............................3817................................1272....................................3.................................50%
Sandy Vitale............................................ 7....................6......................6..............................7423................................1237....................................6................................100%

Sunfish/Sailor................................................................................. Total Sunfish Races=>........6
Peter Soldato........................................ DNS..............DNS................DNS...........................4644................................1548....................................3.................................50%
Rick Russwurm....................................... 1....................2......................1..............................9132................................1522....................................6................................100%
Scott Temple......................................... DNS.................1......................2..............................7305................................1461....................................5.................................83%
Stewart Spratt.......................................... 4....................3......................3..............................8516................................1419....................................6................................100%
Bob Niezgodski....................................... 2....................5......................4..............................8003................................1334....................................6................................100%
Steve Frew........................................... DNS..............DNS................DNS...........................3780................................1260....................................2.................................33%
Herb Cleveland....................................... 3....................4......................5..............................7514................................1252....................................5.................................83%
Camille Butler.......................................... 5....................6......................6..............................7084................................1181....................................6................................100%
Jeff Walls................................................. 6....................7......................8..............................6739................................1123....................................6................................100%

DNS (Did Not Sail) does not count against season score, however sailor must complete 2/3 of races to qualify for season; DNF (Did Not 
Finish); DSQ (Disqualified) scores as one place worse than last place (if 5 boats finished, you would have finished 6th, will be scored 
as 7th place); DNF, DSQ not counted toward minimum number of races needed; CB - sailor who serves on Committee Boat receives 
their season average place as of that date - counted toward season total; Season Points are awarded on Square of 40 system (1st = 
40 squared = 1600, 2nd = 39 squared, etc.); Season Place = total season points/number of races attempted; Crew - Counted toward 
completed races, Points go to skipper of boat

~BLYC Sailing Results~

SUNDAY IS SUNDAY IS SAILING DAY  DAY 
AT BIRCH LAKEAT BIRCH LAKE,,

 and and  
ON ON SAILING DAYS  DAYS 

races start at 11 am!races start at 11 am!
PLEASE GIVE ’EM PLEASE GIVE ’EM 

 A BREAK  A BREAK and and 

STAY CLEAR OF 
THE COURSE!

PRINTING,
MARKETING &
SIGN SERVICES
CUSTOM SOLUTIONS
& DESIGNS

ELKHART & SOUTH BEND



Eurasian Milfoil is an aggressive tall 
growing exotic aquatic plant from 
Europe and Asia. It can grow to the 

surface in up to 10 to 15 feet of water. 
	 At the surface, it forms a dense canopy 
of vegetation over other plants. Many 

native plants may be reduced in abun-
dance by Milfoil canopy. It also conflicts 
with many recreational activities. In dense 
conditions, it is a serious localized and lake 
wide problem. It is not a significant food 
crop for waterfowl, other birds or aquatic 
mammals. It readily regenerated from 
detached fragments and spreads rapidly. 
Consequently, this plant can form dense 
colonies covering much of a lake’s shore 
line out to a depth of about 20 feet. 
	 We began monitoring aquatic vegeta-
tion in Birch Lake in 2001. We were part of 
a Michigan Lake & Stream program that 
mapped the aquatic plants in Birch Lake. 
Howard Wandell provided professional 
assistance to the Birch Lake Water Quality 
Committee. The mapping project revealed 
that Birch Lake had a moderate plant 
population consisting of a good variety of 
species none of which dominated. At the 
time, the survey determined that we did 
not have Eurasian Milfoil. 
In 2007 Eurasian Milfoil was discovered 
at three sites. Progressive AE provided 
professional assistance and is still under 
contract. 
	 For 2021 Progressive AE surveyed the 
entire lake for all types of invasive species 
in mid-May. Their survey turned up a total 
of 3/4 acre of Eurasian Milfoil at two sites. 

One on the east side in the usual location 
and one near the boat landing. Professional 
Lake Management treated the site on Mon-
day June 14, 2021.  Progressive AE will do 
a second survey.
	 The annual program is important 
to keep the Milfoil under control and to 
detect any other invasive species in the 
early stages to enable us to better control 
it. With your continued support, we can 
maintain this vital program. Our Water 
Quality fund is becoming dangerously low. 
Your continued financial support is greatly 
appreciated.  

— Water Quality Report —

Straight Talk. Sound Advice.

1stsource.com  |  Member FDIC

Insurance products and annuities are not insured by the FDIC; are not 
deposits or obligations of, or guaranteed by 1st Source Bank; and may involve 
investment risk, including loss of value. 1st Source Insurance, Inc. is a wholly 

owned affiliate of 1st Source Bank.

 

I. Thou shalt prevent the spread of 
	 Aquatic Invasive Species AIS)

II.   Thou shalt minimize surface 
	 runoff

III.  Thou shalt minimize the effects 
	 of waves

IV.  Thou shalt protect and expand 
      Natural Shorelines

V.  Thou shalt not allow phospho-	
      rus, nutrients, and other unde-
	 sirable chemical elements to 
	 enter our lake

VI.  Thou shalt remain informed 
	   and active about other Water 
	 Quality issues

The “Six Commandments of 
Birch Lake Water Quality

Eurasian Milfoil

Gypsy Moth infestation
	 Many of us on the west side have been infested with the 
Gypsy Moth. The Gypsy Moth caterpillars are high in the 
trees and continually drop black balls of poop, which are 
annoying, a pain to keep clean and making it almost impossi-
ble to enjoy the outdoors. The infestation goes from mild to 
severe, some trees have been totally stripped of all their 
leaves. Within the next two weeks the caterpillars will be mov-
ing on to the pupae (cocoon) stage. I have included two links of 
helpful information from Michigan State University about the 
life cycle of the Gypsy Moth. We hope this information helps 
others to be proactive, next year the infestation could be more 
wide spread and become worse before it gets better.

~Dave and Terry Carroll
https://www.canr.msu.edu/ipm/Invasive_species/
Gypsy-Moth/gypsy-moth-life-cycle

https://www.canr.msu.edu/ipm/Invasive_species/
Gypsy-Moth/gypsy-moth-around-home



SUSIE TUCKER 
Realty
574-320-6697 Cell
269-641-5775 Office

www.susietucker.com
Susie@susietucker.com

Waterfront Specialist 
Serving Michigan 

and Indiana

— Barker Kids of the Week —
Khloe Kinzler 11 caught herself a net-full of trouble 
... Khloe is the granddaughter of Dennis and Ruth 
(west side) and daughter of Keith and Tiffeny.

Future sailor Casey (Kelly, of the Cove) 
Eschbach checking out the gear.



269-445-8877

NOW IS A GREAT TIME 
TO LIST YOUR HOME!

Birch Lake homes are

SELLING!
CALL

PAUL DELANO

TODAY
269-445-8877	 Paul@TheLakeLife.com

LISTINGS NEEDED!

— Barker Kids of the Week —

Bud Hall and Tom Rogers (Cove) putting their heads together to fix 
an electrical issue.  Team work!

Carla Chester being babysat by Michelle Seyfarth and 
Sharon Waxman (east side)

Thanks to Bad Patty Luecht (east side) for the bird of  
the week pic in her front yard.



An accounting practice serving 
southwestern Michigan for over 

60 years specializing in 
small business accounting

We offer A free no-obligation discussion about your business 
requirements, competitive pricing,personal account manager, 
corporate & personal tax prep, tax planning/tax representa-
tion, full-service payroll, affordable time keeping solutions, 

financial analysis, pay-as-you-go Workers’ Comp Insurance

Tax planning
Need assistance with your tax planning? Don’t we all! We can 
help you plan for your taxes before your business is even off 

the ground

Bookkeeping/Financial Statement Compilation
Depending on your needs, we can do your bookkeeping for 

you or we can teach you how to accurately keep records

Company Structure
Let us help you decide what the best organization is for you

Federal and State Forms
We’ll help you apply for all the tax IDs and forms you need

2056 Plaza Drive
Benton Harbor, MI 49022

269-926-2191

— Barker Kids of the Week —
Birch Lake Flotilla

& 80th birthday celebration 

for Dennis Phipps!
Wednesday July 14 – 6 p.m.

Due to the past successful 
flotillas, let’s do it again!

Meet in the middle of the lake 
with your boat.

Bring an Appetizer.
Boats will be tied together and 
we will walk from boat to boat 
sharing food and camaraderie.
Look for the boats in middle!

Birthday cake & Phipps favorite 
firewater for all

Adults only

Congratulations 
to 2021 Penn High 
School graduates 

Addison Machalleck 
and Lily Bender! 

Addison is the 
granddaughter of 

Mike and Katha 
Machalleck (South 
Side) and daughter 

of Brian and Kris 
Machalleck. Lily is 

the daughter of Bob 
and Layna Bender 

(Cove).



— BLYC SPECIAL EVENTS —

PORT-A-PIT CHICKEN SALE ORDER FORM
HALF CHICKENS	 NUMBER__________@$8 EACH	 SUBTOTAL $____________

PORK CHOPS	 NUMBER__________@$8 EACH	 SUBTOTAL $____________

BABY BACK RIBS	 NUMBER__________@$9 EACH	 SUBTOTAL $____________

PIT-TATOES	 NUMBER__________@$5 EACH	 SUBTOTAL $____________

GRAND-TOTAL………………………………………………………………………… $____________

CREDIT CARD #_____________________________EXP DATE_________ VCODE__________

STREET ADDRESS NUMBER ONLY FOR CC_____________________ ZIP CODE__________

NAME___________________________________________ PHONE_______________________

To order, fill out this form and drop off or put in Pat McGann’s mailbox at 63156 Birch Rd., on the east side
or order online at 

birchlakeyachtclub.com

Everyone loves a parade! The marvelous, 
stupendous and fantastic Birch Lake 
Boat Parade will be happening Saturday 
the 3th of July at 4 pm. 
	 The theme this year is “Our Heroes.” 
Your hero could be a veteran, a first 
responder, a Disney character, or your 
next-door neighbor. Your hero could be 
what got you through COVID. Rumor 
has it there might be a Jack Daniels 
boat. Let your imagination run wild and 
join in the fun. 
	 Competition will be tough for the 
coveted, Grand Champion Trophy! If you 
don’t want to decorate but want to join in 
the fun, just have your family name on 
the side of the boat and participate in the 
parade. 
	 Please stop at the Weesner/Eshle-

man pier by on the southside by 3:45 pm 
to register and allow the judges to see 
your boat. The line will form behind the 
Grand Marshal’s boat which will lead the 
parade around the lake. Awards will be 

given out as you come back around by 
the judges. 
	 We are extremely pleased to an-
nounce that we have secured the services 
of returning judges Marc and Lynn 
Caenepeel and Bud and Deb Hall. Marc’s 
family is celebrating 76 years on the west 
side of Birch Lake! Marc and his cousins, 
the Asires have spent all their summers 
here. Deb (Gard) Hall’s parents came 
to Birch Lake in 1966 when Deb was 
10 years old. They lived by the public 
beach, then moved to the cottage that 
was located where the Dugan’s house is 
currently. They left the lake in 1998 after 
her father passed away. She and Bud 
bought their house in the cove in 2016 
and moved here year around in 2017. 
	 Who will be this year’s Grand Mar-
shal??? Find out in next week’s Barker. 
	 Come join in the fun! The more the 
merrier. 

Come Join The 4th of July Boat Parade!



Aries (March 21-April 19)
Your focus on home, family and your private life will 
be strong in the next four weeks. Many of you will be 
more involved than usual with a parent as well. You 
will enjoy entertaining at home. You will also enjoy 
redecorating or making where you live look more 
attractive. Quite possibly, meetings and groups will 
take place where you live? Book clubs, civic gather-
ings or protest groups - could be anything. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20)
Your daily pace will accelerate in the next four weeks 
- no question. Suddenly, you have things to do, plac-
es to go and people to see! Many of you will also be 
reading, writing and studying more than usual. You 
will certainly be in touch with siblings, relatives and 
neighbors midst all this to-ing and fro-ing. Part of 
why you will keep on the run is that your home 
scene is chaotic due to increased activity, visiting rel-
atives, residential moves, renovations or some other 
reason. 

Gemini (May 21-June 20)
Your focus on your possessions, your wealth and 
your assets will be stronger in the next four weeks. 
This is why some of you are seeking a better paying 
job. Others will look for ways to make money on the 
side? This is certainly possible because this week, 
you will attract money, wealth and favors to you. 
Bosses and important people might do something 
that boosts your wealth or your earning power. 

Cancer (June 21-July 22)
Once a year, the Sun is in your sign for four weeks 
and that time has arrived. This means it’s your turn 
to recharge your batteries for the rest of year. This 
will also attract people and favorable situations to 
you, which is why this is such a favorable opportuni-
ty! In turn, you will feel generous to others this week. 
You might want to help someone less fortunate in a 
distant land. You might also see ways to explore 
opportunities in publishing, the media, the law and 
medicine. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22)
Although your personal year is ending, your new 
year will not begin until the Sun enters your sign four 
weeks from now. This means, you’re kind of in 
limbo. Actually, it’s the perfect time to set goals for 
your new year ahead. The past year was strange 
with Covid restrictions; but now, your new year has 
promising possibilities! If there’s anything you want 
to accomplish, be specific about defining your goals. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
You’re looking at a popular month! In the next four 
weeks, not only will you be more involved with 
friends as well as groups and organizations, but your 
involvement with others will benefit you. You will also 
interact with creative, artistic types. The next four 
weeks are also an excellent window to bounce your 
hopes and dreams off someone to get their feed-
back. You might encourage people to think big or 
achieve an ambitious goal. Bosses and people in 
power are willing to listen to you.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
Once a year, the Sun sits at the top of your chart for 
four weeks shining down on you - casting you in a 
flattering spotlight. It’s a favorable situation and it has 
arrived! This is why you will look good to bosses, 
parents, teachers, VIPs and the police. Since this 
influence actually exists for you, obviously, the next 
four weeks are the perfect time for you to make your 
pitch and do what you can to advance your agenda. 

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
In the next four weeks, you have wanderlust! With 
Covid restrictions lifting, some of you will book a 
flight to grab a change of scenery and explore 
adventure! You want to learn something and be 
stimulated! However, this same influence will also 
bring opportunities in medicine, the law, publishing, 
the media and anything to do with higher education. 
You might also become romantically involved with 
someone “different”. 
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

You will be more passionate about everything in the 
next four weeks. Romance will be passionate. 
Issues will be passionate. And in particular, you will 
be passionate about assets, shared property and 
the wealth of someone else. If you’re negotiating 
how to divide something, you’ll come out smelling 
like a rose. Obviously, this means the next four 
weeks are an excellent time to negotiate mortgages, 
loans and financial arrangements. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
It’s that time of year when you need more sleep. 
Grab some cat naps in the next four weeks. You will 
find that your focus on partners and close friends will 
also intensify. And yet, you will have more objectivity 
to see these relationships more realistically and to 
see your role in them. This means you can see how 
you can improve your style of relating to others - 
major bonus. Your sex drive will be amped as well. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
It’s time to sit up and be a person. You intend to be 
organized, productive and efficient in everything you 
do. You will derive great pleasure from making this 
effort to work smart. Naturally, this will spill over into 
other areas of your life and you will decide to go on 
a diet, eat healthier, drink less and exercise more. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)
Lucky you! Planetary configurations now guarantee 
you a fun-loving four weeks ahead! Yay me! The 
bottom line is you want to have a good time! Take a 
vacation if you can. If not, take a mini-vacation on 
weekends. Enjoy sports events, playful activities with 
kids, romantic interludes, the arts and any chance to 
express your creative urges. Romance will definitely 
blossom. New love is possible for some of you, 
while existing romantic relationships will become 
even more affectionate and thrilling. Fear not, you 
won’t forget work. In fact, you’ll have lots of energy 
to work hard. (Impressive!)

Your Horoscope

The Moon for 
this Saturday
(At Midnight, US Central time, 

as viewed from the Northern Hemisphere) 
Illuminated Fraction: 0.910

2.5 days after full moon

Sunrise: 06:07:11 AM
Sunset: 21:23:00 PM

Moonrise: 23:37:05 PM
Moonset: 07:52:31 AM
Daylight:  15 Hr 15 Min 48 Sec

Temps provided by Steve Quinlan

Birch Lake Environmental Data



Birch Barker Funnies



~Birch Lake Recipes~
Provided Exclusively to the Birch Barker from Mrs. Ima Foodnudge

Hawaiian salad

Great crowd salad. Drain 
fruit several hours in col-
ander before mixing with 
marshmallows.

prep: 10 mins 
additional: 4 hrs 
total: 4 hrs 10 mins 
Servings: 10 

Ingredients:
•	  1 (30 ounce) can fruit cocktail, 
drained thoroughly 
•	  1 (20 ounce) can pineapple 
chunks, drained thoroughly 
•	  1 (8 ounce) can mandarin oranges, 
drained thoroughly 
•	  1 (10.5 ounce) package miniature 

marshmallows 
•	  1 (24 ounce) container sour cream 
Directions:
•	  Step 1 Mix fruit cocktail, pineap-
ple, mandarin oranges, and - marsh-
mallows together in a large bowl; add 
sour cream and stir to coat fruit com-
pletely.
•	  Step 2  - Refrigerate 4 hours to 
overnight.

Serving you forServing you for
over 30 years!over 30 years!



Week Two is underway at Camp 
Tannadoonah – in fact, by the 
time you read this we’ll be 

getting ready to send them all home! We 
have 100 campers here this week – 61 
overnight and 39 day campers. 
	 We have more day campers this 
summer than we have ever had before. 
In a “typical” (non Covid) summer, we 
have around 12 to 20 day campers each 
week. This summer, we have an aver-
age of 33 each week! Some of the kids 
are here for day camp all summer – we 
have a consistent group of about 15 who 
are here all, or most, of the sessions this 
summer. 
	 It’s Tuesday morning as I write this 
article, and today at camp – like every 
Tuesday – is Tie Dye Tuesday! We do a 
variety of different tie dye projects over 
the summer, including traditional tie 
dye, ice dye, reverse tie dye (where you 
use bleach on a dark shirt), and today 
they’re using hot glue to draw patterns 
on their shirts before dying them. After 
you wash out the dye, you can peel the 
hot glue off and it leaves behind an 
undyed area on the fabric! It’s always 
exciting to see the results of the kids’ 
creativity!
	 Like many businesses, we have had 
a hard time finding enough staff this 
summer. In particular, we could use a 
few more college-age male counselors. If 
you know anyone (18 and older) who is 

looking for summer work, send them our 
way! We would be happy to work around 
people’s schedules, or have people who 
can only work a week or two. 
	 Ranger Mike and Mr. Bill (my Dad) 
have been working on lots of projects 
around camp these past few weeks, 
including rebuilding the screened porch 
on the Nurse’s cabin, and building a new 
porch by the staff lounge on Main Lodge. 
And they’ve been handling all the things 
that pop up around camp once we are 
back in full swing – water leaks, electri-
cal problems, tree branches down, you 
name it! 
	 I’d like to give a HUGE shoutout 
to Tom Mosier (east side), who helped 
us repair an underground water leak 
last week. He brought out equipment 
and manpower, and dug up the leaky 
pipe and repaired the problem for us 
at no cost to camp. We are so grateful 
for Tom’s help anytime we have water 
issues at camp. Thank you Tom!
	 We’re just over a week away from 
the return of the Pancake Breakfast 
at Camp Tannadoonah. Bring your 
family and friends out to camp Sunday 
morning, July 4 from 8:30-11 am, for an 
all-you-can-eat pancakes and sausage 
breakfast! Cost is $5 for ages 10 and 
older; $2 for ages 5-10, and free for kids 
4 and younger. We will have outdoor 
seating options, and carry out options. 
All of our staff and volunteers working in 

the kitchen will be fully vaccinated. We 
will have camp apparel and other items 
available to purchase at the Trading 
Post. 
	 All proceeds from the Pancake 
Breakfast will go to the Morris Lodge 
restoration project. When you’re here 
for the breakfast, go take a look at the 
progress on Morris so far! It’s looking 
AMAZING! Hope to see you all on Sun-
day the 4th. 
. 

 ~Mrs. Amber

— Camp Tannadoonah —



FOR SALE
24’ camper. 1 large slide out. 2 
queen size beds. Shower. 
Bathroom, A/C, TV , Microwave, 
stove/ oven. Very clean. Makes for 
a great over-flow for guests. Asking 
$13,000. Bob Groszek (south side) 
219-384-9291

7’ adjustable 
solid steel lad-
der.  Contact Bud 
Hall (C) 219-669-
9711.   $50.

Solid Oak corner 
TV cabinet. Fits up to a 42 inch 
TV. Has lots of storage with attrac-

tive glass doors. Asking $100. Call 
Margie Trybus (east side) 269-476- 
2563 or 312-802-8201.

FOR RENT:
Are you interested in a unique fun 
vacation? Check out our Florida 
Village house at ourhome4rent.
com/cjp    Call 574-596-2154 for 
more info.

WANTED:
Wanted to rent: a place for 6 
adults and 2 kids (aged 13 and 15) 
between 23 and 27 July...or, if a 
weekly rental is required then 
23-30 July. Email aathanas@awf.
org, DIRECT: +41229990146 

MOBILE: +41799696066 | 
SKYPE: Andrea_Athanas | www.
awf.org or contact Camille Butler 
at (574) 596-1066.

Wanted: Person interested in 
working few hours a week 
with random yard work/ watering 
(not mowing) for few hours each 
week. Call or text Matt 574-274-
8253

SERVICES:
I do sewing and mending at 
fair prices - zippers, hemming, 
small alterations; call Kathy at 
476- 9317

HELP WANTED:
I’m not throwing in the towel yet, 
but I’m getting old and want to 
start identifying a replacement for 
myself as editor of the Birch 
Barker. If you have an interest, 
time and any experience with pub-
lishing, I’d love to hear from you. 
Contact Editor Phil Vitale at 
476-1680 or email me at 
sailorphil@philvitale.com or 
onlinebarker@gmail.com

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

BARKER CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISINGBARKER CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISING  

Classified ads in the Birch Barker are free to 
BLYC members, $5/week for everyone else.  

Send your ad to me at sailorphil@philvitale.com.  
If you no longer need your ad to run in the Barker please 

let me know so I can pull it.

Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.
VOTED NILES
BUSINESS OF

THE YEAR! Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year! 

2400 N 5th ● Niles, MI
269-687-7192 Niles, MI

866-751-1470 Toll Free

After Hours
Emergency
Service

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
● Licensed Plumbers 
● Drug-Free Employees 
● Criminal Background Checked Employees 
● No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done 
● 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
● True 24-Hour Emergency Service 
● Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”
● Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms 
● Longest Warranties in the Business    
● Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee 

During Business Hours

● Bonus  — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

wwwwwwaaddvvaannttaaggeepplluummbbiinnggiinncc..nneett

Major Credit Cards Accepted

®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS



2018/19 BLYC Officers 
Dan Waxman (E), Commodore
317-506-1680	������������������ DWaxman@versiti.org
Barb Cassady (E), Vice Commodore
574-303-2831-bcassady@holycrossvillage.com
Deb Spratt, Treasurer (N).................476-2113

debspratt@comcast.net
Mike Sheffieck, Secretary (W)	������476-1849

mcsheff@aol.com
Bill Luecht (E), Fleet Captain......... 476-2843

wal303@sbcglobal.net
2018 BLYC Directors 

Angela Bergan (E)..............................561-603-5522
berganfsu@aol.com

Greg Bolin (W)............................................476-2420
gbolin31@aol.com

Ed Chester (E)	������������������������������������������� 476-1010
ed@chesterlawoffice.com

Karen Curtis-Miller (E)........................574-261-6712 
krcurtismiller@gmail.com

Terry Dugan (S)..........................................476-2814
s581122@aol.com

Bernie Garceau.......................................... 476-9862
bgarceau@norcoind.com

Chas Grundy (E).................................574-315-0217
chas.grundy@gmail.com

Deb Hall (Cove).......................................... 476-7226
bdeh@sbcglobal.net 

Patty Luecht (E) ........................................476-2615
pgalloway4@yahoo.com

P. Com. Pat McGann (E)	�������������������574-532-5377
pat@mcgannhay.com

Sarah Petty (N)	������������������������������������������ 476-7068
sarahkpetty@gmail.com

Claudia Phipps (N).................................... i476-7073
claudia2154@gmail.com 

Vickie Rogers (C).......................................476-2383
tvrogers@frontier.com

Rick Russwurm (N)....................................476-2407
paramountp@aol.com

Scott Troeger (E)........................................476-9898
scott.troeger@btlaw.com

Phil Vitale (E)............................................476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com, 

or onlinebarker@gmail.com
Sandy Vitale (E)......................................... 476-1680

sv6102@gmail.com
Sue Williams (S).........................................476-8886

smwillia@comcast.net

WATER QUALITY AND HOMEOWNERS
Paul Fallon (E), Chairman, Water Quality and 
Homeowners Association.......................... 476-1467

pauljfallon@gmail.com

2021 BLYC OFFICERS & DIRECTORS2021 BLYC OFFICERS & DIRECTORS

$____  -  BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

$____  -  BLYC Associate Member* Dues  ($10 / year)
*Associate membership is available to current associate members 

and for non-lake residents who wish to support the BLYC

$____  -  Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

$____  -  Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

$____  -  Building Improvement Fund

$____  -  Fireworks Fund

$____  -  Water Quality Program

$____  -  Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication

$____  -  Safety Committee

$____  -  Other non-party related expenses

$____  -  BLYC Roof Fund

$____  -  BLYC AED Fund

$____  -  Misc.

Total contribution:

$__________________

Name_________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Make checks payable to
BLYC

 and mail to Deb Spratt, Treasurer
18100 Farmington Hills Dr.

South Bend, IN 46637

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
THE YEAR IS IN PROGRESS!

It’s time to pay 2021 dues! 
Support the BLYC, support the Lake, support the Community!

	Now you can go online at HTTP://BIRCHLAKEYACHTCLUB.COM to pay your dues	

STAY OFF THE RACE COURSE!
Sunday is sailing day on Birch Lake.  Please stay off the 
course and stay away from the marks (buoys) until all of 

the sailors are done and have left the lake! Boat wakes dis-
rupt the race and power boats are a hazard on the course.

This message is brought to you by the Homeowners Association of Birch Lake

HOW TO BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR
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