
Commodore’s Comments  #1
Memorial Day Weekend 2021

“One day, you’ll look to see 
I’ve gone. For tomorrow 
may rain, so I’ll follow the 

sun.”  I hope that many of have you 
taken the Beatles advice and will be fol-
lowing the sun on Birch Lake this week-
end and throughout the summer.  As 
temperatures have already been in the 
80s, the lake is starting to warm up, and 
soon we will be spending more time in 
the water than on land.
	 The Yacht Club Board is working 
on the calendar of events, and with 
COVID-19 vaccinations on the rise and 
clinical cases of COVID-19 on the wane, 
we hope to have real in-person activities 
to enjoy safely. So please, if you have not 
done this already, go forth and get the 
vaccine. It is safe, effective, and it is sav-
ing lives.  
	 With the start of the summer, it is 
also time to join the Yacht Club, the 
Homeowners Association, and contrib-
ute to several programs and activities.  
You can do this by:

Including your name and address and 
make checks payable to:
BLYC, c/o Deb Spratt at 18100 
Farmington Hills Drive, South Bend, IN 
46637, or by going online to HTTP://
BIRCHLAKEYACHTCLUB.COM to 
pay dues and/or make donations.
	 In the last year, Sharon, Scout and 
I have spent more time on Birch Lake 
than “Back Home in Indiana.”  Many 
residents, family members and friends 
have been walking the roads around 
Birch and observing the home remodel-
ing and new construction that has been 
going on.  Go out and get your steps in 
and see what is old and new on the lake. 
You will probably encounter Sandy and 
Phil Vitale, putting their daily miles in 
and keeping our roads cleaned up. My 
first Commodore’s Kudos for the season 
goes to the Vitales for their daily 
sojourns and pickup detail. Many 
thanks!
	 Very well then, enjoy the first of 
many great weekends, and if you can, 
stay over into the week. Birch Lake is 
our paradise on earth and every day you 
can be here is time well spent. Each 
week a Birch Lake Barker will come 
right to your mailbox thanks to Bob and 
Sue Waddle and the all-volunteer deliv-
ery folks.

	
	 Until that time, 
~ Commodore Dan, 
First Mate Sharon and 
Scout the Wonder Dog

June 19 - Eagle Lake Regatta, see page 2
July 2 - BLYC Port-a-Pit Chicken sale, 11 
	 am - 3 pm, 
July 3 - FIREWORKS, dusk
July 3 - Boat Parade, 4 pm
July 23, 2021 - Ladies Golf Outing, NEW 
     DATE, 9 am D. Lake Golf Course
July 24 - Diamond Lake Reid Francis 
Memorial Interlake MC Regatta, tba
July 30 - BLYC Mens’ Golf Outing, Pine 
	 View Hemlock, Three Rivers, 1:30 pm 
August 27 - Ladies Lunch & Style Show, 
	 Woodfire, Dowagiac, 11 am
Oct. 16 - Crockpot Challenge (tentative)
BLYC BOARD MEETINGS
June 12, July 10, Aug. 7, all 9 am @ BLYC

*Due to the pandemic, check the Barker 
prior to planning to attend any event.  

Watch the Barker for more info.

To rent the BLYC building contact Sandy 
Vitale at 269-476-1680 or 269-858-8184.

Commodore’s 
Comments

2021
Birch Lake Calendar*

The Birch Barker will entertain ads and editorial items for potential publication.  E-mail to sailorphil@philvitale.com, mail them to me (or put them in the 
stone mailbox) at  63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore).  DEADLINE for any issue is Noon on the Tuesday of the week before the publication.  Contact Editor 

Phil at onlinebarker@gmail.com, or at 476-1680 (no text).  Contact Commodore Dan Waxman, call  317-506-1680 or email DWaxman@versiti.org.

No Wake 
in the 
entire 
Cove! Stay 100’ 

from Camp 
T’s buoys!

Stay 100’ from rafts, 
towed rafts, all 

boats and skiers

Keep all skiers and 
towed rafters 100’ 
from other boats, 

piers & rafts

This message is brought to you by the Homeowners Association of Birch Lake
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— Birch Lake Notes —
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Get Ready for the 2021
4th of July Boat Parade!
	 Now is the time to start planning for 
your entry for the 4th of July Boat 
Parade on July 3rd.  The theme this 
year is “Our Heroes.” Your hero could be 
a veteran, a first responder, a Disney 
character, or your next-door neighbor. 
We want this year’s parade to be the 
best attended ever! Who will win the 
coveted “Grand Champion” award? It 
could be your family! 

MC Regattas planned
	 An Eagle Lake regatta is on June 
19, a one-day event for MC sailors with 
the skipper’s meeting starting at 9 am.  
Registration is open ($50) and you may 
sign-up on the MC website at the link 
that follows.  Everyone is invited and 
welcome to race. Jack Sanderson is the 
contact person.
 	 For more information or to register, 
visit: https://www.mcscow.org/content.
aspx?page_id=4002&club_
id=612443&item_id=1390396
	 The Diamond Lake Reid Francis 
Memorial Interlake MC Regatta is also 
planned for July 24; watch the Barker 
for details when available.
	 Clear Lake, Iowa will host the 50th 
MC National Championship regatta on 
June 24 – 27.  for more information see 

https://www.mcscow.org/content.aspx-
?page_id=4002&club_id=612443&item_
id=1289415

2021 Dues, fireworks donations
	 In the midst of everything that has 
been happening in our world for the past 
year or so, the BLYC is still here and we 
still need operating capital.  In addition, 

we still need contributions to the 
Fireworks fund. Please use the dues 
form in the Barker to submit your dona-
tions and/or fireworks contributions, or 
use the online link (birchlakeyacht-
club.com) to pay your yacht club dues.  
Checks should be mailed to Deb Spratt, 
18100 Farmington Hills Dr. South Bend, 
IN 46637.  Thanks.

Thanks to Mr. Bob (King, north side) for the heron pic of the week!



— Birch Lake Notes —
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69608 Sunset Blvd	 Zimmyville (Union), Michigan

ZIMMY’S TAVERN
(269) 641-5317

http://www.zimmystavern.com

Normally Open 
7 days/wk

11 am to Midnight

music, cold beer, 

lots of fun!
Daily food

specials, 

Carry Outs available

PRINTING,
MARKETING &
SIGN SERVICES
CUSTOM SOLUTIONS
& DESIGNS

ELKHART & SOUTH BEND

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville

on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

Welcome to Jaywalker
WWhheetthheerr iitt''ss aa ffoorrmmaall ddiinnnneerr oorr ssiimmppllyy hhaannggiinngg oouutt wwiitthh

ffrriieennddss,, wwee mmaakkee iitt oouurr mmiissssiioonn ttoo pprroovviiddee oouurr ccuussttoommeerrss wwiitthh
aa ggrreeaatt ddiinniinngg eexxppeerriieennccee aatt aann aaffffoorrddaabbllee pprriiccee.. 

SSttoopp iinn aannyyttiimmee,, oorr ggiivvee uuss aa ccaallll ttoo mmaakkee rreesseerrvvaattiioonnss..

Daily
Specials

Happy Hour
Tues-Fri

Closed
Mondays

Call for
reservations

The Printed Birch Barker
	 The Birch Barker will be delivered to homes on Birch 
Lake every weekend, and will also be available each week 
online at the website http://www.philvitale.com/Barker/
BirchBarker.htm.
	 To submit items to the Birch Barker or to buy a display or 
classified ad, email your items to sailorphil@philvitale.com or 
onlinebarker@gmail.com, or mail (or deposit items) Phil 
Vitale, 63174 Birch Rd. (east side), Vandalia, MI 49095.
	 Deadline for any given week is noon on Tuesday prior to 
the weekend.  Display ad sizes and prices can be seen at 
http://www.philvitale.com/Barker/BirchBarker.htm. 
Classified ads are free for BLYC paid members, and $5/week 
for non-members.
	 To contact editor Phil email onlinebarker@gmail.com, sail-
orphil@philvitale.com, phone 269-476-1680 (no text, I don’t 
have a cell phone), or mail to me at 63174 Birch Rd., 
Vandalia, MI 49095 (or put them in my mailbox at that 
address on the east side of the lake).

Amount
raised
to date

to donate
for fireworks
or any other
BLYC function
or activity ...

use the form
in the back of 

this week’s
        Birch 

        Barker

Birch Lake Yacht Club
FIREWORKS FUND

for 2021!

$10,250GOAL

or contribute online at
http://BirchLakeYachtClub.com/

$4,808.00August 31, 2020

$5978.00May 21, 2021

BIG MOVING SALE
After 28 years on Birch Lake Tom and Lynn 
DeCocker are moving! There will be a big 

moving sale this Saturday, May 29, from 8 am 
to 4 pm at 63514 Birch Rd. on the east sideof 
Birch Lake. Furniture, pictures, dishes, lawn 
furniture, tools, boating equipment, vintage 
fishing lures, fishing equipment ... too many 

household items to list ... See you there!



Fleet Captain’s Corner

2021

2021

SUNDAY IS SUNDAY IS SAILING DAY  DAY 
AT BIRCH LAKEAT BIRCH LAKE,,

 and and  
ON ON SAILING DAYS  DAYS 

races start races start 
at 11 am!at 11 am!

PLEASE GIVE ’EM PLEASE GIVE ’EM 
 A BREAK,  A BREAK, 

and and 

STAY CLEAR OF 
THE COURSE!



Normally for the first of the season 
article, we would review the status 
of the lake as reflected by the data 

from the testing that had been done the 
prior year in concert with the Cooperative 
Lakes Monitoring Program (CLMP).  How-
ever, the testing program was canceled for 
2020 due to budget issues, and we do not 
have new data to communicate.  Budgeting 
has been restored and we are enrolled in all 
the programs available for 2021, and will 
be collecting information on water clarity, 
chlorophyll, phosphorous, oxygen and tem-
perature gradients, as well as possibly con-
ducting an aquatic plant watch, and anoth-
er round of score the shore.  The latter two 
are time intense and best done with some 
expert help from the state, which we were 
fortunate to have previously.  To familiar-
ize yourself with these different data points 
and programs we strongly suggest you read 
the 2019 lake report.  Included in this re-
port is some recent history so as to permit 
the viewing of trends etc.  The 2019 data 
were particularly good and should serve 
as a good baseline for comparisons in the 
future.  The report is easy to get online.  If 
using a computer type in micorps.net.  This 
will take you to the Michigan Clean Water 
Corps site.  You can navigate around this 
site for lots of general information but to 
get to the report go the Lakes heading and 
pull up Individual Lake Reports.  Clicking 
on that will show you the different counties 
that have lakes in the program.  Click on 
Cass County and Birch Lake is the first 

document encountered.  Click on this and 
read.  If using a phone (I phone) again type 
in micorps.net.  This will bring up a page 
where lake monitoring is the first head-
ing.  Tap that to bring up Lake Monitoring 
page.  Go to menu in upper right (the three 
dashed lines).  Tap that and you will see.  
Again, go to lake monitoring, and tapping 
that will bring up a listing that includes 
Individual Lake reports.  Additionally, 
we would suggest you look at the Michi-
gan Lakes and Streams website.  We are 
members of this organization and there is 
a lot of information that is available on this 
site regarding programs you might have 
an interest in and which we may report on 
in the future.  Type in mymlsa.org to get to 
this site.  
	 Last year we still had the annual 
survey for, especially Eurasian milfoil 
conducted by an outside contracted 
organization.  The locations of the milfoil 
infestations (gradually reducing over the 
years) and the calendar for treatment were 
reported on last year.  A new survey will 
be conducted in the next couple of weeks 
and information regarding the survey and 
treatment will be found in later Barkers.  
Additionally, we participated in a program 
through Michigan State University, EGLE, 
and the University of Montana to look at 
hybrid milfoil and evolving issues that 
could affect treatment.  We will provide a 
report on a zoom meeting with the various 
parties on what may be relevant for Birch 
Lake in a later article.  The annual survey 

for invasive species is a bit different from 
the aquatic plant watch through the Co-
operative Lakes Monitoring Program, but 
complimentary and educational.  Finally, a 
shoreline invasive species (purple loose-
strife) that you may not have seen much 
is due to the concerted efforts of one of 
our members, Bruce Wagner.  He surveys 
the lake and where he sees it, arranges 
for the removal of this invasive species.  If 
unmolested, it would produce dense stands 
of this plant in shallow shoreline areas.  
	 Finally, the members of the Water 
Quality Committee are to put it loosely, 
getting a bit up there in years.  If some of 
the younger or even newer lake residents 
would like to look into the Water Quality 
Committee, please contact Paul Fallon, the 
committee chair.  

— Water Quality Report —

Straight Talk. Sound Advice.

1stsource.com  |  Member FDIC

Insurance products and annuities are not insured by the FDIC; are not 
deposits or obligations of, or guaranteed by 1st Source Bank; and may involve 
investment risk, including loss of value. 1st Source Insurance, Inc. is a wholly 

owned affiliate of 1st Source Bank.

I.    Thou shalt prevent the spread of 
	   Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS).
II.   Thou shalt minimize surface runoff.
III.  Thou shalt minimize the effects of 
      waves.
IV.  Thou shalt protect and expand 
       Natural Shorelines.

V.  Thou shalt not allow phosphorus, 
      nutrients, and other undesirable 
      chemical elements to enter our 
      lake.
VI.  Thou shalt remain informed and 
       active about other Water Quality 
       issues

The “Six Commandments of Birch Lake Water Quality”



269-445-8877

NOW IS A GREAT TIME 
TO LIST YOUR HOME!

Birch Lake homes are

SELLING!
CALL

PAUL DELANO

TODAY
269-445-8877	 Paul@TheLakeLife.com

LISTINGS NEEDED!

— Barker Kids of the Week —
Left: COVID NINJA Tori Tro-
eger (south side) volunteering 
at the Helena, MT drive-thru 
vaccine clinic says she wants 
everyone to get vaccinated or 
she will hit them with her covid 
stick.

Below: Sir Bentley and Forrest 
Hall (cove) are ready for a 
summer of fun!



SUSIE TUCKER 
Realty
574-320-6697 Cell
269-641-5775 Office

www.susietucker.com
Susie@susietucker.com

Waterfront Specialist 
Serving Michigan 

and Indiana

— Barker Kids of the Week —
Congratulations to 
Blake Witchie (east 
side)! He graduated 
from Purdue Universi-
ty with a Bachelor of 
Science in Mechanical 
Engineering and a Mi-
nor in Management.

KIDS OF THE WEEK
Want your kid to be 
a Birch Barker Kid 
of the Week?  Want 

your dog to be a Dog 
of the Week?  Want 
your lawnmower to 
be the Lawnmower 
of the Week?  Just 

mail your photo (with 
a SASE if you want 

the photo(s) back) to 
Birch Barker, 63174 

Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI 
49095; or put them in a 
ziplock and stick them 
in the stone mailbox at 
my home (on the east 
side), or email them to 
me at  SAILORPHIL@

PHILVITALE.COM



An accounting practice serving 
southwestern Michigan for over 

60 years specializing in 
small business accounting

We offer A free no-obligation discussion about your business 
requirements, competitive pricing,personal account manager, 
corporate & personal tax prep, tax planning/tax representa-
tion, full-service payroll, affordable time keeping solutions, 

financial analysis, pay-as-you-go Workers’ Comp Insurance

Tax planning
Need assistance with your tax planning? Don’t we all! We can 
help you plan for your taxes before your business is even off 

the ground

Bookkeeping/Financial Statement Compilation
Depending on your needs, we can do your bookkeeping for 

you or we can teach you how to accurately keep records

Company Structure
Let us help you decide what the best organization is for you

Federal and State Forms
We’ll help you apply for all the tax IDs and forms you need

2056 Plaza Drive
Benton Harbor, MI 49022

269-926-2191

This message is brought to you by the Homeowners Association of Birch Lake



Aries (March 21-April 19)
Expect car problems and transportation delays. (Flat 
tires, failed engines - something.) Get ready for 
missed appointments and confused communica-
tions. However, you will easily finish studying or writ-
ing something. Even though you’re caught up in 
delays and goofy mistakes, you will enjoy life 
because it is fast-paced and exciting! Plus, you will 
appreciate the beauty of your daily surroundings and 
feel more warmly connected to others. Gosh.)

Taurus (April 20-May 20)
Your focus on money, cash flow and movable pos-
sessions will be strong in the next four weeks.  
Something will prompt you to catalogue, organize 
and get rid of what you don’t need. You will also be 
more focused on money, cash flow and earnings. 
Although checks in the mail will be late and other 
delays might be irksome, nevertheless, a money-
making idea that you had in the past might be worth 
reconsideration.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)
The whole world will experience a dazzling display 
of Gemini energy! Obviously, this is your chance to 
recharge your batteries for the rest of the year. It’s 
also why you will feel vigorous, energetic and 
enthused about life; while Venus will make you 
smooth, charming and diplomatic. Of course, this is 
a good thing because it’s nice to have history with 
others. Enjoy this boost of energy and attention!

Cancer (June 21-July 22)
Your personal year is coming to an end; however, 
your new year is not yet ready to begin. This means 
the next four weeks are the perfect time to reflect. 
Look back over your shoulder. How well are you 
doing at the art of living? What changes do you want 
for your new year ahead? What goals do you want 
to make? After all, goals make future decision-mak-
ing easier and keep you on track and give you 
focus. This window of time will be great for doing 
research. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22)
The next four weeks will bring a welcome change 
into your life because you will be more popular and 
more involved with younger people as well as cre-
ative, artistic types. (Just what the doctor ordered.) 
You will enjoy talking to groups and friends online or 
in person. You’ll be excited about creating new goals 
for the future. It’s as if you’re waking up after hiber-
nation. “Life! I remember what that was. “Masks off!”

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Life will be increasingly thrilling during the next four 
weeks. This means you will be thrust into the lime-
light! Everyone will notice you more than usual. This 
light is flattering. Everyone admires you especially 
parents, bosses and VIPs even if you don’t do any-
thing special. (It’s smoke and mirrors.) This is why 
you will be asked to take on increased responsibili-
ties, and others will come to you for your advice, 
especially about how to make something look better. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
The next four weeks will be like a breath of fresh air 
for you because you will do something to satisfy 
your urge for adventure, stimulation and a chance to 
learn something new! You will appreciate the beauty 
of art, architecture and the crafts of other cultures. 
Ideally, you would achieve these things through trav-
el, but in these times of Covid restrictions, you prob-
ably cannot do this. This means you have to travel in 
other ways - through books and film. Do what you 
can to satisfy your love of beauty and learning. 

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Romance and love affairs will be passionate! The 
stuff of movies. This could be because ex-lovers are 
back on the scene. Or you might meet someone 
new through an old friend who has returned to your 
world? Romantic passion aside, details about inheri-
tances, shared property and insurance matters will 
be a strong focus. You will also receive a gift, an 
inheritance or a favor from someone in the next 
month. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
You will hear from ex-partners and friends from your 
past. Plus, it will give you an opportunity for closure 
and a chance to learn more and catch up on old 
news. You might even learn more about your style of 
relating and your values with your closest one-to-one 
relationships. Meanwhile, your sex drive is amped. 
However, this same placement can also indicate dis-
putes about shared property, mortgages, inheritanc-
es, loans and debt. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
You are hard-working. “No slackers allowed!” You 
like efficiency and you hate waste. You want to work 
smart and be effective in everything you do. You will 
make lists and tackle old jobs that you’ve been 
meaning to get to for a while. Not only will you work 
to organize your world, you want to improve your 
health as well. Coworkers will be supportive. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
You’re entering one of the most fun-filled months of 
the year! Mercury Retrograde will attract old flames 
from your past. Meanwhile, parents might hear from 
kids who wandered off the block. Your personal goal 
will be to enjoy yourself and express your creative 
urges. Social outings, the arts, sports, playful activi-
ties with kids and the freedom to be just who you 
are and express yourself without fear or hesitation 
will be the order of the day! In a perfect world, you 
would go away on a vacation. With current restric-
tions, you will have to have a vacation the best way 
you can make it happen. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)
Your focus on home, family and your personal and 
private life will be much stronger than usual. Your 
interaction with a parent will be significant. You will 
be in touch with relatives you have not seen or 
heard from in a while. If they are safely in your bub-
ble, they’ll be perched at your place and eating out 
of your fridge. Some of you have a strong urge now 
to redecorate and make your digs look prettier.

Your Horoscope

The Moon for 
this Saturday
(At Midnight, US Central time, 

as viewed from the Northern Hemisphere) 
Illuminated Fraction: 0.702
2.0 days before last quarter

Sunrise: 06:09:26 AM DST
Sunset: 21:10:36 PM DST
Moonrise: 01:01:55 AM
Moonset 10:15:16 AM
Daylight:  15 Hr 01 Min 10 Sec

Temps provided by Steve Quinlan

Birch Lake Environmental Data



Birch Barker Funnies
10 (OR SO) COMMANDMENTS FOR SENIORS

1. Talk to yourself. There are times you need expert advice.

2. “In Style” are the clothes that still fit.

3. You don’t need anger management. You need people to 
stop making you mad.

4. Your people skills are just fine. It’s your tolerance for idiots 
that needs work.

5. The biggest lie you tell yourself is, “I don’t need to write 
that down. I’ll remember it.”

6. “On time” is when you get there.

7. Even duct tape can’t fix stupid – but it sure does muffle the 
sound.

8. It would be wonderful if we could put ourselves in the 
dryer for ten minutes, then come out wrinkle-free and three 
sizes smaller?

9. Lately, you’ve noticed people your age are so much older 
than you.

10. Growing old should have taken longer.

11. Aging has slowed you down, but it hasn’t shut you up.

12. You still haven’t learned to act your age, and hope you 
never will.

And one more:  “One for the road” means going to the bath-
room before you leave the house.



~Birch Lake Recipes~
Provided Exclusively to the Birch Barker from Mrs. Ima Foodnudge

Hot spinach and Artichoke Dip

It’s deliciously rich, 
perfectly creamy and 
cheesy, brimming 
with spinach and ar-

tichokes and it’s always 
a crowd favorite. This 
version is oven baked 
and incredibly easy to 
make.

Ingredients
	  •8 slices bacon 
	  •1 (10 ounce) package 
frozen chopped spinach, 
thawed and drained 
	  •1 (14 ounce) can quar-
tered marinated artichoke 
hearts, drained 
	  •1 (5 ounce) container 
garlic-herb flavored cheese 

spread 
	  •1 cup grated Parme-
san cheese 
	  •1 (8 ounce) container 
sour cream 
	  •½ cup mayonnaise  

Directions
	  •Step 1 - Preheat oven 

to 400 degrees F (200 de-
grees C).
	  •Step 2 - Place bacon in 
a large, deep skillet. Cook 
over medium high heat 
until evenly brown. Drain 
and crumble into a medium 
bowl.
	  •Step 3 - Mix spinach, 
artichoke hearts, gar-
lic-herb flavored cheese 
spread, Parmesan cheese, 
sour cream and mayon-
naise into the bowl with 
bacon.
	  •Step 4 - Scoop mixture 
into a 7x11 inch baking 
dish. Bake in the preheated 
oven 20 minutes, or until 
bubbly and lightly browned.

Serving you forServing you for
over 30 years!over 30 years!



Another summer at camp kicks 
off this weekend! Our full staff is 
arriving for training on Sunday 

the 30th, and our first group of campers 
will be here on June 13th. Some of our 
staff are already here – our leadership 
team (assistant camp director, 2 head 
counselors, and our waterfront director) 
arrived on the 26th to start preparing for 
the rest of the staff. 
	 This year is our 100th Anniversary 
of Camp Tannadoonah and we are so 
excited to celebrate! We are planning 
a 100th Anniversary Reunion event at 
camp in September, so if you know any 
alums who would like to join us for that 
event, they can find more information at 
tannadoonah.org/100years. We’re hoping 
to have alums from as many decades as 
possible!
	 Ranger Mike has worked hard all 
winter to get our buildings looking great 
for summer. His big project this winter 
was to continue the interior renovations 
of Morris Lodge, and it is AMAZING! We 
completely rewired the electrical in the 
building, installed all new light fixtures, 
and finished the interior walls that have 
just been open studs since it was built 
in 1938. But don’t worry – we’re keeping 
the cool character of the building! And 
we can finally use the fireplace in Morris 
again! Due to changes in fire code, we 
have not been able to have a fire in 
there since the late 90s. This spring we 
installed an all new gas log insert, which 

will allow us to use the fireplace safely 
again. We can’t wait for everyone to see 
the updates. 
	 The next phase of the Morris project 
(which we hope to start in the fall) is to 
completely tear out the existing bath-
room, and re-do it. The new bathroom 
will be larger, and include showers for 
the Morris campers! After that, we plan 
to build a deck on the south side of the 
lodge, and then refinish all the original 
pine floors, and purchase new bunk beds 
and furniture. That will complete our 
restoration of this beautiful old building. 
If you’d like to contribute to the resto-
ration fund for Morris Lodge, we would 
greatly appreciate your help! You can 
give online (with no processing fees!) at 
tiny.cc/campT or call us at 574-387-6095 
for other options. 
	 We are also excited to announce 
that we are bringing back the Pancake 
Breakfast after a year off last year. The 
breakfast will be at Camp on Sunday, 
July 4 from 8:30-11am. Cost is $5 for 
ages 10 and older; $2 for ages 5-10, and 
free for kids 4 and younger. We will have 
outdoor seating options, and carry out 
options. And all of our staff and volun-
teers working in the kitchen will be fully 
vaccinated. We will request that anyone 
inside the Dining Hall (waiting in line 
or walking around) wear a mask, except 
when they are seated at a table eating. 
We will have camp apparel and other 
items available to purchase. 

	 Camp registrations have been 
coming in fast and furious this year! 
We are completely full for most of our 
day camp slots, and overnight weeks 
are getting pretty full as well. We’ve 
capped our capacity at about 75% of our 
full capacity to allow for smaller groups 
and additional distance between camper 
beds. We also received a grant from the 
United Way of St. Joseph County to buy 
Abbott BinaxNow Rapid Tests so that 
we can test all of our campers and staff 
weekly. We currently have 928 campers 
registered for the summer! Our biggest 
summer ever was in 2019, when we 
had 1001 campers. I think, even with 
reduced capacity, that we may surpass 
that! 
	 Hope you all enjoy your Memorial 
Day celebrations and the lake, and we 
hope to see you at the Pancake Break-
fast!

 ~Mrs. Amber

— Camp Tannadoonah —



FOR SALE
1993 Christ-Craft 185 
Concept with OMC I/O and 
2010 CraftLander 45120V verti-
cal lift 4500lb capacity, 120”max 
beam with 24’L X 120” W cano-
py frame with gray vinyl cover. 
1993 Eagle single-axle trailer, 
all for $5500. Call Matt 574-
274-8253

24 foot camper. 1 large slide 
out. 2 queen size beds. Shower. 
Bathroom, A/C, TV , Microwave, 
stove/ oven. Very clean. Makes 
for a great over-flow for guests. 
Asking $13,000. Bob Groszek 
(south side) 1-219-384-9291

Queen sized sleeper sofa 
FREE with pick up. Please call 
Ellen (west side) 574-850-4910

Solid Oak corner TV cabi-
net. Fits up to a 42 inch TV. 
Has lots of storage with attrac-
tive glass doors. Asking $100. 

Call Margie Trybus (East side) 
269-476- 2563 or 312-802-8201.

SERVICES:
I do sewing and mending at 
fair prices - zippers, hemming, 
small alterations; call Kathy at 
476- 9317

WANTED:
Wanted to buy: Sunfish, email
Claudia Phipps at claudia2154@
gmail.com

Looking for of builders to 

rebuild our A-frame. Text sug-
gestions to 317-201-8554 or 
email cstevens164@sbcglobal.
net

Found
Two large pieces of 
Styrofoam approximately 2’ x 
5’, duct-taped together with an 
aluminum (Festivus?) pole in 
the middle. They floated up 
Monday afternoon and may be 
recovered at Chester’s pier 
located at 63614 Birch Road.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

BARKER CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISINGBARKER CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISING  

Classified ads in the Birch Barker are free to BLYC 
members, $5/week for everyone else.  

Send your ad to me at sailorphil@philvitale.com.  
If you no longer need your ad to run in the Barker 

please let me know so I can pull it.

Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.
VOTED NILES
BUSINESS OF

THE YEAR! Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year! 

2400 N 5th ● Niles, MI
269-687-7192 Niles, MI

866-751-1470 Toll Free

After Hours
Emergency
Service

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
● Licensed Plumbers 
● Drug-Free Employees 
● Criminal Background Checked Employees 
● No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done 
● 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
● True 24-Hour Emergency Service 
● Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”
● Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms 
● Longest Warranties in the Business    
● Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee 

During Business Hours

● Bonus  — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

wwwwwwaaddvvaannttaaggeepplluummbbiinnggiinncc..nneett

Major Credit Cards Accepted

®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS



2018/19 BLYC Officers 
Dan Waxman (E), Commodore
317-506-1680	������������������ DWaxman@versiti.org
Barb Cassady (E), Vice Commodore
574-303-2831-bcassady@holycrossvillage.com
Deb Spratt, Treasurer (N).................476-2113

debspratt@comcast.net
Mike Sheffieck, Secretary (W)	������476-1849

mcsheff@aol.com
Bill Luecht (E), Fleet Captain......... 476-2843

wal303@sbcglobal.net
2018 BLYC Directors 

Angela Bergan (E)..............................561-603-5522
berganfsu@aol.com

Greg Bolin (W)............................................476-2420
gbolin31@aol.com

Ed Chester (E)	������������������������������������������� 476-1010
ed@chesterlawoffice.com

Karen Curtis-Miller (E)........................574-261-6712 
krcurtismiller@gmail.com

Terry Dugan (S)..........................................476-2814
s581122@aol.com

Bernie Garceau.......................................... 476-9862
bgarceau@norcoind.com

Chas Grundy (E).................................574-315-0217
chas.grundy@gmail.com

Deb Hall (Cove).......................................... 476-7226
bdeh@sbcglobal.net 

Patty Luecht (E) ........................................476-2615
pgalloway4@yahoo.com

P. Com. Pat McGann (E)	�������������������574-532-5377
pat@mcgannhay.com

Sarah Petty (N)	������������������������������������������ 476-7068
sarahkpetty@gmail.com

Claudia Phipps (N).................................... i476-7073
claudia2154@gmail.com 

Vickie Rogers (C).......................................476-2383
tvrogers@frontier.com

Rick Russwurm (N)....................................476-2407
paramountp@aol.com

Scott Troeger (E)........................................476-9898
scott.troeger@btlaw.com

Phil Vitale (E)............................................476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com, 

or onlinebarker@gmail.com
Sandy Vitale (E)......................................... 476-1680

sv6102@gmail.com
Sue Williams (S).........................................476-8886

smwillia@comcast.net

WATER QUALITY AND HOMEOWNERS
Paul Fallon (E), Chairman, Water Quality and 
Homeowners Association.......................... 476-1467

pauljfallon@gmail.com

2021 BLYC OFFICERS & DIRECTORS2021 BLYC OFFICERS & DIRECTORS

$____  -  BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

$____  -  BLYC Associate Member* Dues  ($10 / year)
*Associate membership is available to current associate members 

and for non-lake residents who wish to support the BLYC

$____  -  Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

$____  -  Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

$____  -  Building Improvement Fund

$____  -  Fireworks Fund

$____  -  Water Quality Program

$____  -  Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication

$____  -  Safety Committee

$____  -  Other non-party related expenses

$____  -  BLYC Roof Fund

$____  -  BLYC AED Fund

$____  -  Misc.

Total contribution:

$__________________

Name_________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Make checks payable to
BLYC

 and mail to Deb Spratt, Treasurer
18100 Farmington Hills Dr.

South Bend, IN 46637

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
THE YEAR HAS STARTED!

It’s time to pay 2021 dues! 
Support the BLYC, support the Lake, support the Community!

	Now you can go online at HTTP://BIRCHLAKEYACHTCLUB.COM to pay your dues	

Tip No 1:  DIMMIT, PLEASE!
With all the artificial lights on at night it’s hard to see the 
lake and the stars anymore ... not everyone loves your 

lights, so please put a motion sensor on outdoor lights or 
turn them off when you’re not using them! 

This message is brought to you by the Homeowners Association of Birch Lake

HOW TO BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR
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