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The official summer publication of the

Birch Lake

Yacht Club

Thanks to Amy Troeger for sending in the great pic of the weird-looking shelf cloud that moved across the lake last weekend.

COMMODORE’S

COMMENTS

ello Birch Lakers,

What a pleasant turn of
events with this weather! We
have a nice cool breeze going on! So let’s
get down to the details. I guess I have
to make a retraction. I did not know
there is no swimming allowed at Birch
Lake at Memorial Park. So this means
there is no swimming at the landing or
the park. If you see someone swimming
at the landing you should contact the
following people; the Cass County
Sheriff’'s department at (269) 445-2481
or the Cass County Park’s Department
269-445-4456. It is a matter of safety
when it comes to people swimming at
the landing while boaters are trying to
launch. Additionally, vehicles are not
allowed to park at the landing unless
they have a trailer hitched. The landing

is designated only as a boat launch. You
would also contact the Cass County
Park’s Department to express your con-
cern about the porta-potty.

Being the Commodore is not an
easy task, and I am happy that so far no
one has been hurt on the lake this year.
I know some of you might have heard
about the tragic accident at Diamond
Lake. Please be sure to be safe when
you are on the lake. I know you probably
get tired of me writing about the com-
mon sense rules of boating, but I only
reiterate the rules as a matter of safety.

According to Boating Safety here
are some suggestions from The Virginia
Department of Game and Inland
Fisheries:
® Always wear your life jacket.
® Alcohol and safe boating operation
just don’t mix.
® Know how to swim.
® Read the owner’s manual for your
boat.

2019

Birch Lake Calendar

July 27 - Celebration of Life for LaVeta
Scofield, west side, 1-5 pm

August 10 - Ceremony to scatter the ashes
of Kerni O'Brien, Camp T, 3 pm

August 10 - Comn & Sausage Roast, TBA

August 17 - Homeowners Association
annual meeting following board mtg.

August 17 - Fall Dinner, BLYC

October 19 - Crockpot Challenge, BLYC

BLYC Board Meeting: August 17; 9 am
September meeting TBA
More info as available. Watch for updates!

® Always maintain a good look where
you're going. Stay to the right of oncom-
ing vessels.

® Keep a whistle or horn readily avail-
able.

The Birch Barker is always accepting materials for publication. E-mail materials to sailorphil@philvitale.com, mail them to me or put the items in the stone
mailbox at 63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore). DEADLINE for any issue is 3 pm on the Tuesday of the week before the publication.

To contact Editor Phil by phone, call (269) 476-1680. To contact Commodore Angela Bergan, call 561-603-5522 or email berganfsu@aol.com.



— Birch Lake Notes —

® Stay away from swimming beaches, waterfront residences, jet-
ties, dams and shallow water.

® Don’t cut in front of other boats or jump wakes.

® Check the pressure gauge on your fire extinguisher.

® Show consideration to others; be courteous and use common
sense in the operation of your craft.

® Be thoroughly familiar with the maneuvering characteristics of
your craft.

It seems the tides are changing, we have some well attended
events that will end due to a lack of leadership. The Board also
recognizes the prices of our events have not increased in a long
time.

If you are interested in being a chair for an event or have an
idea for an event you are invited to attend the September Board
Meeting. We currently need a person to chair the Spaghetti
Dinner, the 2019 event raised more than two thousand dollars
and sold more than 200 plus tickets. It is also came to our atten-
tion the price for events has not increased in a long time. If you
are currently a chair for a lake event please attend the September
meeting to discuss price increases. If you are interested in being
a chair for an event you can also reach out to I or Pat McGann.

Be safe and be kind to one another.

~Commodore Angela

Remembering Kerni

There will be a ceremony to honor Kerni O’Brien on August
10 at 3 pm at Camp Tannadoonah, with the spreading of her
ashes. Anyone that would like to attend is welcome.

Apologies
Apologies in advance: we agreed to let Cal’s crowd have a
Bachelor Party for one of his buds here at Birch.
~The Kings

Commiittee chairmen call

The Birch Lake Yacht Club Board of Directors request that
event chairmen for all 2020 events please attend the September
meeting to formalize dates and planning for 2020 events.
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FIREWORKS FUND
Starting new for
2020’s $10,250 GOAL

$10,250

EEREERENEREN N

June 22, 2019 $1,264.00
to donate use the form
for fireworks in the back of

Amount
or any other raised this week’s

BLYC function \\\a Birch
or activity ... Barker

“The perfect location between
Michigan and Indiana”

Pat & Tessa McGann, Birch Lake Residents, Eastside

alphagraphics

GET NOTICED.

GET BUSINESS.

660 County Road 15,
Elkhart, IN 46516
574-295-1203
us599@alphagraphics.com
us599.alphagraphics.com




Birch Lake Notes

Birch Lake Book Club change
The August Birch Lake Book Club

meeting will be hosted by Jeannie

Welch. We'll be reading Beneath a

Scarlett Sky by Mark Sullivan.
Everyone is welcome.

The Birch Barker

The Birch Barker is delivered to
your Birch Lake home every weekend
through Labor Day - FREE of charge! It
is also posted online every week at
http://www .philvitale.com.

The Birch Barker is one of the many
things for which your Birch Lake Yacht
Club membership dues are used to bene-
fit to the citizens of our lake. If you hav-
en’t paid your 2019 membership dues
(just $30 for full members, $15 for asso-
ciate members), you can do so with the
handy form in every week’s Barker or

online at www.birchlakeyachtclub.

The Barker welcomes (reasonable)
content (remember that this is a family
publication and don’t send things you
wouldn’t want your own kids to see).
Deadline for submitting items for publi-
cation is always at 3 pm on the Tuesday
of the week before publication.

If you would like to submit an ad or
editorial item for consideration, see note
at bottom of page 1.

The Birch Lake Yacht Club has

Special thanks to Jeannie Welsh and
Barb Cassady for carrying on the Birch
Lake Ladies Golf Tournament after Bad

added a new secure website for residents
to pay dues, donate to various causes,
buy merchandise and pay to attend
events. Please note that all fees are
slightly higher when paying online. To
check it out (or pay your dues), go to:
HTTP:/WWW.BIRCHLAKEYACHT-
CLUB.COM

~Editor Phil

Patty Luecht retired at the end of last
year (we think it was BP’s 75th year
as chairman) ... we hope one of the

younger lakers (see pic above) will be
willing to carry on the event and be the
chairperson ... of course that will be
after Barb and Jeannie have finished up
doing their 75 years!

The Joy’s John at Birch Lake public landing

Despite the objections of multiple homeowners on Birch Lake (including the
owners of the properties on either side), the Cass County Parks Department’s Joy’s
John on a concrete pad near the water at the Birch Lake public landing remains.
The Parks board of directors has taken the matter under advisement, and has prom-
ised to monitor the launch to try to keep out swimmers. They have asked that
residents notify Parks Director Scott Wyman if we see swimmers, by calling
him at 445-4456, and if that is unsuccessful, to call the county sheriff’s de-
partment at 445-2481 to report the activity so they can respond. Alternate-
ly, residents can voice their concerns to Skip Dyes, County Commissioner,
District 3 at the county building, (269) 445-4420, or at his home, (269) 445-
2537, or by Email skipd@cassco.org.

Jacop Shingledecker
— 2856064063

Available in white, blue and black
Call Jacob at

(269) 506-4083

APOLLOMARINE ..

APOLLO We rent
MARINE

Fully Insured

Pontoon
Boats!

We
service
all lakes!

OPEN T DU
et

South side of Gravel Lake
15355 96th Avenue, Lawton, Mi 49065

269-423-611 1-888-BOAT




— Birch Lake Ladies Golf —

On Friday, July 19, 2019, twen-
ty-five women played 9 holes of very
hot golf at Diamond Lake Golf Course
for the annual Birch Lake Ladies’ FUN
Golf Outing! The temperature was 82
degrees at 9 am, but have no fear, the
Birch Lake Ladies were up to the chal-
lenge of playing 9 holes of golf in that
heat for a chance at winning a prize.

The theme this year was “Camp
Birch Lake” so the games on the course
were oriented to activities one would do
at camp. Plus, the net proceeds this year
went to Camp Tannadoonah. After
surviving the heat and the 9 holes of golf,
we all headed to the Birch Lake Yacht
Club to enjoy some lunch, which was
ready and waiting for us thanks to the
help of Denny Weesner, Sue Williams
and Patrick Welch. A big THANK YOU
goes to these 3 people for all their hard
work. The Yacht Club and tabletops
were decorated with a camp type theme,
as well.

After the lunch and lots of laughing
and chatting, we got to the best part;
the awarding of the PRIZES! Johanna
Stratigos went home with the prize for
Longest Drive, Vickie Rogers took the
Longest Putt prize and Sue Waddle
won the prize for the Closest to the Pin.
Team scores were tallied and there was
a tie between two teams with a score of
35. Going by the rules for a tie breaker,
the team of Johanna Stratigos, Dana
Soldato, Mackenzie Doboziewicz and
Debbie Soldato won First Place. Second

Place went to Sue Vandewalle and Becky
Wiseman. The team of Barb Cassady,
Judy Cassady, Jeannie Welch and Diane
Robertson won 3rd Place with a score of
36. Congratulations to all the golfers; we
were happy so many of you participated.
A Big Thanks goes out to Staci
Whiteman (who has been driving the
beverage cart for the Ladies Golf Outing
for 25 years!) and to Pat McGann for
managing all the signs on the course.
These two people performed other won-
derful acts of kindness before, during,
and after our tournament and we are
very grateful. Another big thank you
goes to Bob Waddle for giving us advice
on the “ins and the outs” of the Yacht
Club and for taking team pictures.
To Deb Soldato for helping with cart
signage, assisting with registration and
with clean up after the luncheon, we
owe a debt of gratitude. To Lee Oswalt,
owner of Zimmy’s Restaurant, thank you
for your generosity with all the merchan-
dise and gift cards. For the anonymous
donor of the golf attire that was used
for prizes, thank you so much! To all
the wonderful donors who helped make
our Gift Basket Auction and success - a
Great Big Thank You for a job well done.
And finally, we would like to thank Patty
Luecht, our trainer extraordinaire. Patty
had all the answers for us as we pre-
pared for the Outing. We hope we made
you proud! We are sincerely grateful to
EACH of you and if we have forgotten
anyone involved, please accept our heart-

felt apologies and know we appreciated
everything you did for us and the Birch
Lake Ladies Golf Outing. We could not
have done it without you!

We had many wonderful people
come forward to sponsor a hole or two
for the Outing and please remember to
thank them the next time you see them
out and about at the lake or wherever.
(See the following list). Their generosi-
ty helped make this years’ Ladies Golf
Outing a SUCCESS!

This year’s sponsors are:

Mike Lutz — Frankie’s Restaurant and
Lutz Concrete

Sandy and Phil Vitale

Patti and Rick Russwurm — Paramount
Properties, Inc.

Fran and Randy Welch

Gavin Francis — Prime Property Care

Carmen and Deb Soldato

Bill Robertson — B4Time

Jan Temple and Tom Kuhn

O’Donnell’s Docks, LL.C

Ronnie and Gus Eshleman

Apollo Marine

Scott and Holly Troeger

Dock Bros.

Sue and Bob Waddle

Dennis Bamber

Their generosity helped make this
year’s Ladies Golf Outing a SUCCESS!
PLEASE remember to mark your calen-
dars for next year’s outing ... 7/17/20.

~ Jeannie Welch and
~ Barb Cassady
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Fleet Captain’s Jibe #10, July 27

By J. Patrick McGann

0 races again this weekend ;-( but
Nit was not without great sailing.

Saturday there was a perfect wind
just about all day. For those of us who
had our sails lofted, we had an excellent
sail. T myself took turns meeting my
daughter and her kids in our deck boat out
in the middle of the lake while they were
swimming. They were switching off kids
in the MC with me. They all got a great
taste of sailing at its best and crewing for
Papa, perhaps instilling the love of the
canvas into another generation. They
were hiking out and really enjoying the
ride once they lost their fear of falling out,
and trusted their feet under the hiking
straps would keep them safely inside the
cockpit of the boat. I told them when I
was young, we would actually get out and
stand on the bildgeboards, holding on to
the monkey rails on the E and C Scows at

Camp Eberhart where I learned to sail.
They thought that would be real cool to do.
Some of you may have ridden the boards
in your youth also?

I hope that in my second year as Fleet
Captain I don’t become know as the Fleet
Captain who never sailed, because of all
the canceled races. First, it was too cold,
then too windy, then not enough wind
then it was raining

On to the Fall Dinner! As your Vice-
Commodore it is my job to plan the Fall
Dinner. I am terming it as the last chance
to say goodbye for the summer and remi-
nisce about the fun we had, and to find out
what your neighbors have planned for the
fall and winter. It is not really fall yet but
a lot of families have to leave to get back
to schools and jobs, so hopefully this will
be before they leave. It will be August 17
beginning at 5:30 pm at the yacht club.
The cost is $25 for a wonderful polish-style

SUNDAY IS SAILING DAY
AT BIRCH LAKE,
and
ON SAILING DAYS races start at 11 am!
Please give ’em a break, and

STAY CLEAR OF THE COURSE

dinner, with appetizers and deserts all
catered by the Skillet in South Bend.

We will have a limited supply of beers
and wines, but as always, you can BYOB.
You can pay and give me the names of
people attending ahead of time to me at
the East Side A-Frame, 63164 Birch Rd.
(put in the screen door or in the mailbox),
or you can pay online for $26 at: www.
BirchLakeYachtClub.com. The deadline to
pay and provide the names is Monday,
August 12 at noon.

Sail on Dudes and Dudettes!

~Fleet Captain Pat

RIVERSIDE

CHURCH

D

TUESLEY » HALL - KONOPA, LLP

atftorneys

Estate planning
Elder law
Business counsel
Mediation
Litigation

Cassopolis«South Bend « Elkhart
269.445.1818 | thklaw.com

69608 Sunset Blvd

RCH.COM

Open
7 days/wk
11 am to Midnight

Zimmyville (Union), Michigan

ZIMMY’S TAVERN

(269) 641-5317

http://www.zimmystavern.com




— Water Quality Report —

Commandment #5

mandment # 5, “Thou Shalt Not Allow
Phosphorus, Nutrients and other
Chemical Elements to Enter Our Lake.”

Phosphorus is a chemical element
required for all forms of life, necessary
for every cellular process that uses ener-
gy. It is used most extensively in fertil-
izer. It is the “limiting factor” in many,
and particularly in aquatic, ecosystems.
This means it is the variable in which a
small change directly causes a substan-
tial change in the output (growth) of the
system (plants and algae.)

While virtually all nutrients are con-
sidered to be undesirable, preventing or
the reducing the volume of phosphorus
getting into an inland lake is commonly
held to be the single most significant
factor in preserving, or advancing, the
water quality of inland lakes.

Due to its depth and limited inlets
and outlets, it takes some 15 years to
drain and replenish all the water in
Birch Lake. Whatever we let, or gets,
into our lake will be there for a very long
time. So our need to ward off the entry

I t’s time to review with you our Com-

of phosphorous, and other undesirable

elements, is crucially acute. Accordingly,

we ask that you:
1) Consider not using any fertilizer on
your property
2) If you must fertilize, please:
A. Do so only once per year, in as
small a quantity, and as far away
from the shoreline, as possible.
B. Make sure the fertilizer con-
tains no phosphorus
C. Recall that the other nutrients
in fertilizer are undesirable also.
3) Shovel and load out ashes.
4) Don’t allow leaves or other vegeta-
tion to get into the lake.
5) Bear in mind that anything left on
the surface within our watershed will
eventually get into the lake.
6) Pick up and properly dispose of ani-
mal waste.
7) Don’t feed any wildlife, particularly
not ducks, swans, or geese.
8) Between your lawn and shoreline

plant a barrier strip, as wide as possible,
of deeply rooted native plants at least 12”

- 24” tall to minimize erosion and catch

undesirable elements from entering the
water.
9) Consider not using any weed killer
or other chemicals on your property. If
you must, please do so in limited quan-
tities, away from the lake and not on a
windy day or before a rain event.

10) Recall that natural shorelines
are one of our very best bets at limiting

phosphorus in our lake.

PLEASE PASS THE WORD!

THE “SIX COMMANDMENTS
OF BIRCH LAKE WATER QUALITY”

VE SPECIES

V1. THOU SHALT REMAIN INFORMED AND ACTIVE ABOUT OTHER

Hours of Operation:

Bubba’s Market, LLC

IS BACK!

Under the Yellow Tent
at Hall’s Bait and Tackle

Jim “Bubba” Baldwin

facebook.com/bubbasmarket

in Union

Owner

574.596.5752
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— Barker Weed of the Week —

where it is growing.

It is found in deeper
waters than Chara and
can grow to greater
heights, as much as 7
feet. Starry stonewort
is native to Europe
and western Asia and
was first found in the
St. Lawrence River in
1978 and then in the
Lake St. Clair/Detroit
River system in 1983.
It was not positively
identified in any
Michigan inland lake
until 2006. By 2011,
it had been reported
in 119 water bodies in
31 counties.

(’nn:?d/

mandgement:

Starry Stonewort
(Nitellopsis obtusa [N.A.Desvaux] J.Gr VE)(

Bulbil

Being an alga, the plant is sensitive to copper'compounds and amine
salts of endothalls, although some reports indicate that the chemicals
burn only the upper surfaces of the mat, leaving the bottom portion

of the plant unaffected. Flumioxazin has also been used for treatment.
Mechanical harvesting may also be effective because the plant can easily
be dislodged from the bottom,

but its growth pattern and lack of
distinct up-growing stalks can make
harvesting labor-intensive.

No biclogical controls are known
for this species.

"7_\}’&‘&_"{(;}.1?{'0!1: Although it looks like a higher vascular plant,
starry stonewort is a macro-alga in the same class as native Chara.
The plant is light green. Like Chara, the plant has whorls of leaf-like
branches around its stem. Unlike Chara, starry stonewort produces a
very small, star-shaped, creamy-white reproductive structure called a
bulbil. The presence of bulbils, which may appear at any time during
the year, is one way to distinguish starry stonewort from Chara.

cf—{f whitat and distiibetion: Unlike the beneficial Chara
species, starry stonewart forms dense mats and can reduce native
species and interfere with recreation. It has been found to form

a physical barrier along the lake bottom, impeding access to the
substrate where fish may nest and eliminating spawning activity

(On Michigan's prohibited species Nist) 1 7

16

T id

Source: Michigan State University Extension Bulletin E-3189, A Michigan Boater’s Guide to Selected Invasive Aquatic Plants

Waterfront Specialist
Serving Michigan
and Indiana

SUSIE TUCKER
REALTY

9574-320-6697 cer

269-641-577 1
5775 Office | iiow

www.susietucker.com o A S% 3 oV
Susie@susietucker.com | >STARAGENT

susie@susietucker.com 574-320-6697

ATTENTION SELLERS:
LISTINGS NEEDED TO FILL OVERWHELMING
DEMAND FROM BUYERS! CALL ME FOR
A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS OF YOUR
PROPERTY.




— Barker Kids of the Week —

Amber Grundy

Camp Fire River Bend

Age: 39
Birthplace/Residenc

What are you most proud
of?

First, my family. Second,
making Camp Fire and Camp
Tannadoonah a strong,
thriving organization where
children can find their sparks,
lift their voices and discover
who they are.

What's inspiring you right
now?

| recently returned from

the Buckeye Leadership
Workshop, feeling re-
energized and inspired to try

some new ideas with our staff.

What problem are you
trying to solve?

| want every child to have a
place where they can thrive,
My biggest challenge is
finding the resources so that
Camp Fire can be that place
for as many kids as possible.
Best advice you've gotten?
Be persistent. When
knowledge and ability aren’t

Congratulations to Birch Laker Amber Grundy (east
side) for being selected by the South Bend Tribune as
a member of the 2019 group of 40 under 40, a regional
listing of the most talented and dedicated young pro-
fessionals and leaders in the community.

enough, be persistent.
It's 2 mad rush to get

fime.

for giving kids the same

How do dycnu start your day?
everyone out the door on

What is your secret sauce?
| love camp, and my passion

experience | had at camp as
a kid makes me passionate
about what | do every day.

Goodbye to east side residents , Sue and PJ
Vandewalle. They are moving to Utah. They will be
sorely missed!

Thanks to Claudia Phipps for the pic.

The - e
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Birch Lake homes for sale

-----

62930 Birch Road
3-bedroom, 2.5-bath,
2,200-sq-ft lodge-style home
on a 1.2-acre lot. Sale of
furniture, furnishings, and
decorations will be nego-
tiable. On the main level, a
foyer with a soaring ceiling
opens to the living room with

ity o NI g w
15176 Birch
Lake Shore Dr.
3 BD 2 BA 2,698-sq-ft home
on double lot w/ 128 ft wa-
terfront, fenced tennis court,
large backlot w/ 1,200-sq-ft
heated Morton Building.
House has large windows,
broad upper deck, covered

lower patio, 3-season room,
brick patio w/ custom-built

: JL AP

fireplace, a bar, a formal din-
ing room, and a family room
with lake views and a knotty
pine ceiling. The kitchen has
an island with breakfast bar
seating, stainless applianc-
es, and a casual dining area
that leads to a covered patio
with a new hot tub and a
19x33-ft saltwater pool and
a deck with panoramic lake
views. The master suite,
with walk-in closet, also
has access to the covered

chimneyed fireplace near
water. Upper level: large
living room w/ vaulted ceiling,
exposed natural beams,
Midcentury Modern fireplace
designed by Wendell Lovett,
deck access, panoramic lake
views; dining area w/ lake
views; sink for wet bar; 3 BD;
1 BA; outside access. Spiral
staircase down to sitting
room w/ 3-season room and
patio access, dining room,
kitchen w/ bar seating and ca-
sual dining, 1 BA. Street-side
lawn has wrought iron fence
and brick path to the home.

patio. A laundry and mud
room, with access to garage
as well as outdoors, has a
powder room. Upstairs, a
landing affords lake views
for two bedrooms. On the
lakeside lot, a matching hut
has a bath, kitchenette, and
covered porch next to a
stone patio with fire circle.
The property includes a 3-car
garage and plenty of off-
street parking. An adjacent
lot is also available.

63126 Birch Roa
TURNKEY - 3 Bed, 2 bath,
Year-round cottage on 60 ft
of sandy frontage. Updated
kitchen and open concept liv-
ing & dining with great sunset
views and access to a large
lakeside low-maintenance
deck with awning and lots of
storage below. Ample parking
for 6 vehicles. $415,000

Get a FREE market analysis!

cndrsmd Dess sl Mo -
Contact Paul Del.ano:

269-445-8877

Paul@ThelakelLife.com

OUT OF INVENTORY!

HOMES ARE SELLING

NOWIS A
GREAT TIME
TO LIST
YOUR
HOME!

CALL
PAUL DELANO

TODAY

269-445-8877

Paul@ThelLakelLife.com




— Barker Kids of the Week —

The annual ScaBoom family (south side) reunion
was Saturday, and despite the storm that hit as
dinner was being grilled, a great time was had by
all.

Patricia (Scannell) Hogoboom loved time with the
newest great-grandson, Atlas John Boverhof, born
March 5.

Four generations of Hogobooms who have grown
up at the cottage. Patricia was one of the first Bark-
er editors in the late *40s with son Dave, grandson
Joe and great grandson Andrew.

We Are The Natural Choice
Far Shoreline Preservation

Fieldstone RipRap
- This is a great option for preserving
your existing shoreline.

Sample Cross-Section
Riprap

| SHORING

Call texrnfemltodaymmﬁaﬁonand
as&mmmﬂofywrslwmﬁna needs. We wil
elp you understand the process and cover the
cost of any necessary permits.

N EDU ILEAF
Comp’efe Lnndscupe Services

%5 462-0966 4 e

To Create Your Perfect Shoreline
We Will Pay The Permit Fee With A Signed Contract

New Leaf Landscapes Serving Michiana!
Facebook: New Leal Landscapes, Sod & Sprinklers * Email: newleafofswmich@gmail.com
Google: New Leaf Landscapes of Southwest Michigan
Owner/Operator: Bill Personette Il

SD * SPRINKLERS * PATIOS
SEA WALLS  TREE SERVICE
265462-0966

Deck Cleaning, Concrete Sealing, Exterior House Cleaning
Preserve your investment by having your deck cleaned, sealed and/or stained.

Sprinkler Turn-on & System Install
We will turn on the water to your lawn irrigation system, adjust heads, make sure
all heads are working, program controller and give advice on proper cperation.

Tree & Hedge Trimming
Consider having us professionally trim your ornamental trees & shrubs.

— When Quality & Dependability Matter Most —

Beach InstallClean-up ~ Excavelion

Spring’Fal Cleanup ~ Concrele Removal
Custom Moving Treg/Skruo Pruning
Muleh, Stane, Tree Removal
Sand & Topsol Deck Cleaning
Seed & Sod Power Washing
Landscape Restoraion ~ Prolessional Snow
Retaining Wals Wanagement

Specializing in Fieldstone Seawalls,

Fire Pits & Flagstone Patios




— Barker Kids of the Week —

Hailey and Sean from Lisle lllinois - age 8 and 6, §
the grandkids of Jeff and Deb Runser (south
side) visited from Chicago last week ... they
love Birch Lake and their visit is the highlight of
their summer!

Amy and Tory Troeger (east side) both were at
the lake this weekend! If you want to tell these
sisters apart, remember: Amy has brown hair
and blue eyes and Tory has blue eyes and |
brown hair.

My 30 point marketing system is
Dynamic! — Exciting! — Productive! — Creative!
And most importantly GETS RESULTS!

Offering...

1 Drone, professional, and 3-D photography...

B video... TV, print, and magazine advertising...

H internet, emall and social media marketing...

m 3 party advertising... including Zillow with video

B Luxury Homes international..

1 and MORE, MUCH MORE! A
Dennis Bamber

I can help you reach MORE huyers! Cress & Eerett REALTOR

~ Licensed in Indiana and Michigan
Cressy 11 " Cell: 574-532-3808
& Everett Waterfront(\;Homes RSPS

REAL ESTATE
701 Spruce St. PPy
Real effort. Real results. Dowagiac, Ml 49047 Resort & Second Home

Property Specialist




— Barker Kids of the Week —

That’s Vice Commodore Pat McGann (east shore) and two Ryne and Quinn Howard enjoying the lake at Aunt Debbie’s
of his grandsons learning to crew, Nathan Laneman, 14 (Hall) house in the cove.

yrs, and Matthew Laneman, 9 yrs.

Want your kid to be a Birch Barker Kid of the Week? Want your dog to be a Dog of the Week? Want your lawnmower to be the

Lawnmower of the Week? Just mail your photo (with a SASE if you want the photo(s) back) to Birch Barker, 63174 Birch Rd.,
Vandalia, Ml 49095; put them in a ziplock and stick them in the stone mailbox at my home (east side), or email them to me at
SAILORPHIL@PHILVITALE.COM

Welcome to Jaywalker

Thomas J. A
Mosier

Waterwell
Drilling

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville
on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

5” Water Wells General Handyman Services

Repair & Service
Most Water Pumps

“Promise of Quality

M-60 E
Cassopolis
Office: 269-445-3246 Need something repaired replaced or
Cell: 269-580-3246 maintained? Let me see if | can help!

Fax: 269-445-0008 Lake references available.




YOUR HOROSCOPE

Aries (March 21-April 19) - You are
adventuresome because you want the thrill of dis-
covery! Your pioneering nature makes you love
camping and travel. You also enjoy creating some-
thing new, especially with your hands. All of these
exciting, creative qualities that are the essence of
who you are will be magnified with a boost of energy
for the next four weeks Lucky you!

Taurus (April 20-May 20) - You have
faith in your tactile reality, which is why so many of
you are massage experts. When you buy some-
thing, you invariably reach out and touch it, right?
You think everyone does this - but they don't.
Recently, increased activity and chaos on the home
front have been challenging. This will bring you
opportunities to interact with a parent or an authority
figure in the family. You will love to have a chance to
cocoon and relax among familiar surroundings.

Gemini (May 21-June 20) - You are fast
talking, fast thinking and fast-moving. This will accel-
erate your daily pace! It will make you keen to talk to
others, especially neighbors, siblings and relatives.
You want to enlighten people and yet, at the same
time, you want to learn more! This means you'll be
running around enjoying short trips, visits with others
plus reading, writing and studying. An exciting, fulfill-
ing month ahead!

Cancer (June 21-July 22) - You are the
feeler of the zodiac, which is why you are sympa-
thetic with others. You want to nurture, mother and
take care of them. Behind this warm concern for oth-
ers is a need for stability and security. And behind
your need for security, is your respect for money and
property. You know that a roof over your head and
being debt-free is the best security in practical terms
- and you are a practical person. This is why you will
give a lot of thought to your values in the next four
weeks, especially values about how to run your life
with the resources and money that you have.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) - Once a year, the
Sun enters your sign where it stays for four weeks
and that time has arrived! It's your tum to recharge
your batteries for the rest of the year. Symbolically,
(and in real terms), you will replenish, restore and
rejuvenate yourself during this four-week window of
time. Not only that, you will attract important people
to you as well as fortunate circumstances.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - Because your
birthday is approaching, this means your personal
year is coming to an end. Therefore, for the next four
weeks, the Sun will be waiting n the wings to enter
your sign on Friday, August 23. Until then, it is hid-
den in your chart. This is why the next four weeks
are the perfect time to cogitate, meditate and con-
template what you want for your new year ahead.
Identify some goals, and write them down because
this will help you make future decisions and give you
a sense of purpose.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) - In the next
four weeks, you will be more popular and more
involved with friends. You will also be more involved
with clubs and associations. You might join a class
or start a group! This is also a propitious time to
make long-range goals. Ideally, you can bounce
your hopes and dreams for the future off friends to
get their feedback. Why not?

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) -Once a
year, the Sun sits at the top of your chart for four
weeks - that time is now. Symbolically, this means
the Sun is shining a light on you and casting you in
a flattering spotlight, which in turn, means that others
admire you even if you don’t do anything special. In
particular, bosses, parents and VIPs will be
impressed. Obviously, this is a fantastic break for
you and it gives you an advantage! Now is the time
to make your pitch or ask for a raise or a promotion
or approval for something. Nothing is guaranteed but
you couldn't get better odds in your favor! Do some-
thing.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) -
Sometimes the gods favor us and this is what is
happening for Sagittarius right now. You are the trav-
eler of the zodiac, which means you want to con-
stantly explore other cultures, different cities, differ-
ent forests, new beaches and exotic places that are
thrilling and stimulating. Meanwhile, for the next four
weeks, both the Sun and fiery Mars are in a part of
your chart urging you to travel! Do everything in your
power to travel and get further education.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - Long-
term security is important to you, which incidentally,
is a good thing because you are a long-lived sign.
You are not casual about important matters that
affect your wealth and security. Small wonder then
that the next four weeks will be a time when you will
have an increased focus on red-tape details con-
cerning insurance matters, wills, estates, inheritanc-
es and the wealth of your partner or the wealth of
someone else.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - For the
next four weeks, the Sun will be opposite your sign;
and this is the only time all year this happens. This
polar-opposition placement immediately draws your
focus to partners, spouses and close friends.
Remember that negativity is wanting things to be dif-
ferent than the way they are. Contentment is accept-
ing things the way they are. This means you have a
lot of control over your own happiness.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) - You are
entering a four-week window where you will work
hard and party hard! Some of you will encounter old
flames at this time. However, the stronger influence
is on work and health. It's as if you want to turn over
a new leaf. Some of you might be involved with a
pet more than usual because this energy is also
activated during the next four weeks. Nevertheless,
get into the right headspace because a lot of what
you will do in the next four weeks will be according
to someone else’s wishes, or “service to others.”
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The Moon for

this Saturday
(At Midnight, US Central time,
as viewed from the Northern Hemisphere)
lluminated Fraction: 0.185
3.2 days after last quarter

Sunrise: 06:29:46 AM
Sunset: 21:07:19 PM
Moonrise: 02:16:52 AM
Moonset: 16:58:09 PM
Daylight: 14 Hr 37 Min 33 Sec




— Barker Weekly Puzzle —
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ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.

VOTED NILES Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

o oF Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year!

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING

® Licensed Plumbers

® Drug-Free Employees

® Criminal Background Checked Employees

® No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done
® 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed -

- FAgy) After Hours
® True 24-Hour Emergency Service Emergency
® Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels” Service
® Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms | MINUTE
® Longest Warranties in the Business SEnTICE
® Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee

During Business Hours S P

—— BUSINESS
BBB.

® Bonus — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

2400 N 5th @ Niles, MI
%m; Major Credit Cards Accepted

A 269-687-7192 nies, v
e- @’ *‘”’@*’ .T'm 866'751 '1 470 Toll Free

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net



BIRCH BARKER FUNNIES
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The best chili ever!

From the 2004 Birch
Lake Ladies Lun-
cheon Recipe Col-

lection*

by Keith Weesner
(Formerly of the Southside)
1 tbsp. chili powder
2 tsp. cumin
% tsp. cayenne pepper
Y4 tsp. garlic cloves
44 oz. whole skinned tomatoes
62 oz. dark red beans
1 green pepper chopped
2 red peppers chopped
1 tbsp. sugar
3-6 onions chopped
1 Ib. hamburger
1 Ib hot sausage
Brown hamburger and onions
together; drain and put into a stock
pot. Brown sausage and garlic
together; drain and add to pot.
Add the rest of the ingredients and
simmer on low for several hours.
Can be doubled

Thanks to Denny Weesner Bradfield and
Ronnie Eshleman for the recipes ...

0’Donnell’s Docks 1ic

Southwest Michigan’s Premier Dock & Lift Headquarters

g Sales and service of all
ewing you f"" major docks, boatlifts and
ouer 20 W water front accessories.

For an online quote, go fo

12007 M-60 » Jones, in
269-244-1446
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i Franis
313 Norh Otegle St
- Cassonals, M 4903

169) 591 S
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Gavancis@rocketmalcom




— Camp Tannadoonah —

Lights,

le’re in our Fifth full week
session of camp for the
summer already! This week’s

theme is “Big Screen Action,” and
our committee for this week has been
planning a lot of fun and creative ideas
to fit the theme.

Sunday night, because it was rain-
ing, we had an exciting game of “Name
that Tune,” with lots of emphasis on

movie themes. Monday night was cook-

out and cabin night. Tuesday night
the committee planned an “Amazing
Race” around camp, with challenges,
songs, and skits to be performed. And
Wednesday evening’s activity was a
Variety Show, with performances by
campers and staff.

Sunday afternoon, we had to
completely rearrange our check in day
schedule because of the thunderstorms
that came through right at 4pm when
we were getting ready to start the
swim test. This is the first time in at
least 10 years that I can remember us
having to cancel the Sunday swim test
because of weather! I guess we've been
really lucky on Sunday afternoons!
This Sunday, because of the storms,
we had to delay the swim test until

Camera, ACTION!

Monday morning, which then threw off
our whole schedule for Monday.

Every Sunday, we check in a
group of between 100 and 150 kids,
and we have a pretty tight schedule to
follow. The campers arrive between 2
and 4 pm, and are greeted at our wel-
come center by the counselors and oth-
er staff. They check in at the welcome
center with Miss Amber to find out
their cabin assignments and confirm
their activities for the week. Then they
go inside and get their heads checked
for lice, and their temperature checked
to make sure no one comes in with a
fever.

After that, a counselor helps them
carry their stuff to their cabin and get
set up. Then they go to the camp store
to get their camp t-shirt and make a
deposit for their store account. And
finally, they go see the camp nurse
to turn in any medications, complete
any remaining health paperwork, and
discuss any medical concerns with the
nurse.

As as soon as a cabin has all of
their campers present, they can radio
down to the waterfront to say that
they’re ready to take the swim test.

CHIMNEY

“OVER 30 YEARS
OF EXPERIENCE"

SERVICES
CHIMNEY CLEANING Qp
CHIMNEY RELINING

CHIMNEY
CERTIFICATIONS

CHIMNEY REPAIRS

DRYER YENT CLEANING

DEREK POLSTON
(574) 514-4831

www.chimneyswifltchimneysweeps.com

BIRCH

A
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CAMP TANNADOONAH

http:/tannadoonah.org

LAKE

The cabins come down to the lake and
a counselor goes over all the rules of
the waterfront, including showing
them how the buddy system works,
explaining the different zones where
they can swim, and reviewing safety
procedures.

Then they line up to take the
swim test. In order to take a boating
class (canoeing, kayaking, sailing,
paddleboarding, waterskiing, or wake-
boarding), campers have to earn either
a green or a purple wristband. To get
a green wrist band, they have to swim
50 yards (25 on their front and 25 on
their back); and to get a purple wrist
band, they have to swim 75 yards (25
on their front and 25 on their back
and another 25 of their choice). If they
are taking swim lessons, they have to
show which strokes they can do, so we
can place them in the correct level.

We're just 2 weeks from the end
of the summer already! It’s hard to be-
lieve how fast it all flies by each year!

~Miss Amber
amber@tannadoonah.org




CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

FOR SALE
4-seater pedal boat for sale. As-is
(though we will get her down from the pole
barn for test rides). Contact the Kings at
476-2128.

Schecter Diamond Series “Black
Widow” electric guitar with case and
Line 6, Spider Ill 30 Amp, used maybe
6x’s. $200 for both, negotiable. Call Deb
at 476-7226.

For sale: the former Misch Mfg build-
ing located at 14111 Esther Ave.,
Mishawaka, IN 46545. Location 3/10 of a
mile west of Capital Avenue between
Jefferson and McKinley. Contact Jill Celie-
Brenay, REMAX, or Bob King.

For sale: Full size bed frame with
Maple headboard and footboard.
Make offer. Bob Groszek. 219-384-9291.

For Sale: Flint & Walling 1/2 hp
well/lake motor and pump - good for
sprinkler or hose watering from lake $50.
Old fishing lures in original boxes and
other fishing equipment $5-$10 each. Call
772-567-6154.

FOR SALE: Modern Master
Bedroom set including King sized bed
frame (with inboard storage / headboard
cabinetry) and desk. Vertical computer
desk with doors and drawers. Call Leslie
King 574-276-9996

FOR RENT
Interested in a unique, fun vacation?
Check out renting the most inexpensive
but cutest and best-located rental in The
Villages, Florida at ourhome4rent.

com/cjp

FOUND
Found: small red and black
Attwood buoy found in the Cove
Sunday, June 23, Call 476-2090

Found: 6x9 Aqua Lily float pad on
the East side on July 19. Call Bob At
269.228.6005.

THANKS
Thank you all for your donations of plastic
bags and toilet paper & paper towel tubes!
We have enough now to last us the entire
summer for tie dye and crafts at camp, so
we don’t need any more at this time.
Thank you from Camp Tannadoonah!

SERVICES
| do sewing and mending at fair pric-
es - zippers, hemming, small alterations;

Your local
hometown

HERO

Your local independent
agent is your neighbeor
- someone you can
trust and someone
who's here foryou
when it matters most.

UNION

INSURANCE AGENCY, LLC

SUE MCCAMMON
Owner/Agent

15479 U.3. 12 {rext to post office)
P.O. Box 74 sue@unionins.net
Union, MI 49130 www.unionins.net

INSURANCE

“For all your MI and IN Insurance needs”
Personal and Commercial

CALL FODAYESAVE YOURSELF SOMIE MONEY!

269/641-5995
B00/888-4085
FAX 269/641-5787

Auto-Owners

LIFE + HOME « CAR « BUSINESS

269) 279-7973

call Kathy at 476-9317

For Sprinkler service, please call SOS
Irrigation @ (574) 534-9150

7 PREMIER POWER
WASHING
574-584-5744

\ FREE ESTIMATES
‘5 = Driveways
A‘

= Decks
= Piers

= Houses
= Cement/Brick
= Pre-Painting

Follow us on Facebook: Premiber Power Washing Niles y }

Jy
Pressure Washing - FREE
ESTIMATES for Cement, Piers,
Driveways, Houses and more. Call Tony

Schmitt (Baucus Son-in-Law) at 574-584-
5744 Today!

CLASSIFIED ADS
Classified ads in the Birch
Barker are free to BLYC

members, $5 for everyone
else. Send your ads to me
at sailorphil@philvitale.com

Simply STUNNING

Have you seen the stunning
stamped-concrete compass rose at the
Birch Lake Yacht Club? This is just
one example of the custom concrete
services and products available to our
friends and neighbors at Birch Lake.
Interested in a new look for your
concrete garage, patio or entrance?

Call us Today!

Lutz Concrete

SW Michigan’s FLATWORK experts

17050 M-86 — Three Rivers, Ml

mmticoncretelaol.com




BLYC Officers and Directors

2018/19 BLYC Officers

Angela Bergan (E), Commodore
561-603-5522.........ccoeveevenenene berganfsu@aol.com

Pat McGann (E), Vice Commodore

574-532-5377 ......ccovvvueene pat@mcgannhay.com
Deb Spratt, Treasurer (N) ................ 476-2113
debspratt@comcast.net
Mike Sheffieck, Secretary (W).....476-1849
mcsheff@aol.com

2018 BLYC Directors

Greg Bolin (W).....ooeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeea 476-2420
gbolin31@aol.com
Ed Chester (E).....cccovveeieeeeeeeeeenes 476-1010

ed@chesterlawoffice.com
Past Comm. Karen Curtis-Miller (E) .574-261-6712
karen.curtis-miller@bayer.com,

Terry Dugan (S)....ccoveeueeenenenninieeeieenns 476-2814
s581122@aol.com

Fred Freihofer.........ccooviiiinne 476-9823
cdfreihofer@aol.com

Chas Grundy (H).......ccoerveeerererrmrenene. 574-315-0217
Chas.grundy@gmail.com

Patty Luecht (E) Past Comm.................... 476-2615
Pgalloway4@yahoo.com

Sarah Petty (N)......cccoooeoennnnneciccrenens 476-7068
sarahkpetty@gmail.com

Claudia Phipps (N).......cccoceerirnnneneienes 476-7073
claudia2154@gmail.com

Vickie ROGENS (C)...coovvereeuereirereririnieieieenes 476-2383
tvrogers@frontier.com

Rick Russwurm (N).......ccooveueiecnnneninnnns 476-2407
paramountp@aol.com

Scott Troeger (E).....ccoveereereereeren 476-9898
scott.troeger@btlaw.com

PJ Vandewalle (E).......ccccoevenrenreneneenes 476-7086
pjvandewalle@gmail.com

Phil Vitale (E)......coovvereeererreneceeenennens 476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com
Sandy Vitale (E) .....ccoeoeeenenrneccccrenens 476-1680
sv6102@gmail.com
Bob Waddle (E)......c.cceeururninicrernirrerenens 476-2293
sparkybob220@comcast.net
Sue Williams (S)......cooeeeennrreeccicrenennnd 476-8886

smwillia@comcast.net

BLYC WATER QUALITY COMMITTEE
AND HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION
Paul Fallon (E), Chairman, Water Quality and
Homeowners Association ..................... 476-1467
paulf@hrpconstruction.com

Y
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BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB

IT’S A NEW YEAR!
It’s time to pay your 2019 dues

- BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

- BLYC Associate Member* Dues ($10 / year)
*Associate membership is available to current associate members
and for non-lake residents who wish to support the BLYC

Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

Building Improvement Fund

Fireworks Fund

Water Quality Program

Total contribution:

Address

Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication

Safety Committee

Make checks payable to

Other non-party related expenses

BLYC Roof Fund
- BLYC AED Fund

- Misc.

BLYC

and mail to Deb Spratt, Treasurer
18100 Farmington Hills Dr.
South Bend, IN 46637

now you can go online at HTTP:/BIRCHLAKEYACHTCLUB.COM to pay your dues




EMERGENCY HEART DEFIBRILLATOR
(AED) locations on Birch Lake

Harvey

St b ¥

Cass County
Porter Township
(See County Highway Map)
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ALARM WILL
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This project was
made possible by

P the
. \wmm Birch Lake Yacht
| —-— Club
and the
o] Birch Lake
SITE Homeowners
Association

Acyr o ®

(County operstud)
7114/2018

There are six (6) automated external defibrillator
units on Birch Lake. The boxes that contain these de-
vices are located at the following locations (see map):

1. West Shore, Sheffieck home,
62875 Birch Lakeview Dr.

2. North Shore, Smitley home,
14859 Birch Northshore Dr.15046

3. East Shore, Vitale home,
63174 Birch Rd.

4. South Shore, Eberhart home,
15046 Birch Lakeshore Dr.

5. South/East Shore, Troeger home,
63696 Birch Rd.

6. Southwest Shore, DeYoung home,
63255 Storey Hill St.

All units are on the ROAD SIDE of the property
and accessible by vehicle or on foot.

IN AN EMERGENCY:

1. CALL 911 and report the emergency
and the patient’s location immediately.
2. Pull the box open, remove the or-
ange-colored unit, TAKE IT TO THE
PATIENT and open the device by
pressing the white lever at the bottom.
3. An automated voice will guide you
through the setup and use of the de-
fibrillator. Follow the instructions as
they are given.

4. Continue to follow the instructions
as given, and stay with the patient until
help arrives.




we've ot You Covered!

® Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

® Motorized Solar Screens
® Boat Covers and Tops
® Canvas Repair

® Aluminum Awnings

NUIMAGE. »

wningsium Awnings

Where Fashion Meets Furnction

SALES ® SERVICE © INSTALLATION

Call us for a free
at-home
demonstration!

AWNING

Locally owned
and operated
since 1985

12291 Bidelman Road ® Three Rivers at Big Pleasant Lake

269 244-5307

www.sunandsshadeawning



