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Thanks to Fleet Captainessa Amy Lutz for the cool Sunfish photo from last weekend’s sailing.

COMMODORE’S COMMENTS

n planning for 2016 BLYC events,
mark your calendars for the Spring

Dinner on Saturday, May 14, 2016 at

the Matterhorn Restaurant in Elkhart.
Also the date for fireworks is Saturday,
July 2, 2016 and rain date is Sunday,
July 3, 2016. Chas Grundy has again
volunteered to chair the fireworks event
in 2016 for our lake and he deserves a
big thank you from all who enjoy the
show.

Turning our attention back to this
year, I hope you were able to participate

in the art fair and house walk last week-

end. Michelle Seyfarth, Vanessa
Wozniak and Vickie Rogers chaired this
event and had lots of help from many
others coordinating this semi-annual
show and walk whose proceeds were
donated to Camp T for camp scholar-
ships. Thank you to all who purchased
tickets to attend.

The People’s Regatta is rescheduled
for this Saturday. Look for more infor-
mation in the Barker for all the details.
This introduction to sailing experience is
named in honor of Don Harmon who
encouraged us all to get involved in sail-
ing. Many of the sailors on our lake will
take you for a ride and introduce you to
the sport. No matter what your age, if
you want to get introduced to this sport,
this event is for you.

The window is closed for submitting
your pictures for the 2016 Birch Lake
Calendar. Thank you to all who submit-
ted entries and watch the Barker for
details on when the calendar will be
available.

By mistake I did not mention Amy
and Mike Lutz as co-chairs of the pan-
cake breakfast with Phil and Sandy
Vitale. Sorry about that. And Tom
Rogers would still be cooking those
18,000 sausages if that was the right
number. 1,800 is a little more accurate.

I'll call it quits for this week, and

2015 Birch Lake Calendar

August 1,

JUIY 17 e Ladies’ Golf Outing
July 18 .............. Don Harman People’s Regatta
July 31 BLYC Men’s Golf Outing
Aug 1........ Homeowners Assoc. annual meeting

(following BLYC Board Meeting)
AUg 8. Corn & Sausage Roast
AUG. 29 ..o Fall Dinner
FRIDAY, Oct. 9 Chili Cookoff

2016

May 14 ..o Spring Dinner, Matterhorn
JUIY 2. Fireworks
JUly 3. Fireworks rain date

2015 Remaining Board Meetings

at BLYC -- Meetings start at 9 am

Dates subject to change.
Watch the Barker for updates!

September 5

look forward to seeing you at Birch
Lake... where every day is an adven-

ture.

~Commodore Fry

The Birch Barker is always accepting materials for publication. Please E-mail your materials to sailorphil@philvitale.com, or put the items in the stone

newspaper/mailbox at my home, 63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore). Please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope if you want photos or other materials
returned. To contact me by phone, call (269) 476-1680, or contact BLYC Commodore Fred Freihofer at (269) 476-9823 or cdfreihofer@aol.com. ~Phil V




— Birch Lake Notes —

Thanks to our resident artist Duffy Dufor for the great pics!

Safety notice

Keep the Bow Wow (and by all
means, keep all people) off the Bow
when the boat is in motion!

Last weekend a medium-sized bea-
gle was killed when the owner innocent-
ly let the dog ride on the bow of a pon-
toon boat while it was in motion. The
boat hit a wave, the dog lost its footing,

fell in the lake. The unfortunate pet
was then run over by the boat and killed
by the propeller.

Our sympathies to the grieving pet
owner — but please make sure that NO
PETS, and certainly NO PEOPLE are
ever allowed to ride on the bow of a boat
while it is in motion.

Also, we have learned of multiple

Have you seen the stunning new
stamped-concrete compass rose we
installed last fall at the Birch Lake

Yacht Club?

This is just one example of
the custom concrete services
and products available to our
friends and neighbors here

at Birch Lake.

Interested in a whole new
look for your plain old concrete
garage, patio or entrance?

Call us today!

Lutz Concrete

SW Michigan’s FLATWORK experts

17050 M-86 — Three Rivers, Mi
mmticoncrete@aol.com

(269) 279-7973

thefts and break-ins. The Homeowners
Association is advising all residents to
be vigilant and call 9-1-1 if you see sus-
picious and/or illegal activity.

Trustee to address Homeowners

The Birch Lake Homeowners
Association will hold its annual meeting
on Saturday, Aug. 1 following the BLYC
Board of Directors meeting. Township
Trustee Leard Wylie will address this
year’s annual meeting and provide an
update on Birch Lake’s sewer system’s
discharge forcemain (from Lift Station
“B”) to Shavehead Lake’s discharge
forcemain, past blockages, their effects
on finances, and related information.

All are welcome to attend.

Members of the association will also
elect directors and officers at this meet-
ing.

Don Harman People’s
Regatta rescheduled

Weather permitting the Don Har-
man People’s Regatta will take place this
Saturday, July 18, arrival at 10:30 am/
race time 11 am.

Again, no experience necessary, and
all ages are welcome. Picnic lunch follow-
ing the regatta. Soft drinks and H20
provided, but adult beverages will be
BYOB. In the event of another rain out,
we have an alternate date of July 25th.

~Bad Patty




— Birch Lake Notes —

Golf anyone?

The Men’s Golf Outing is fast
approaching (July 31, 2015), and we are
short on registrations! Don’t miss out!
If you want to guarantee a spot at this
fun event, please get your team registra-
tions to either Peter Soldato, 63266
Kinsey Street, Vandalia, MI, 49095 (the
hill), or Phil Vitale, 63174 Birch Road,
Vandalia, MI, 49095, by July 13, 2015.
Also, we are always looking for dona-
tions of team prizes — if you have
access to logo merchandise that could be
donated, please contact Peter Soldato at
(630) 936- 8822. Hope to see you on the
course!

One evening, a group of friends decid-
ed to take a Birch Lake boat ride even

Update your Directory listing?
though there was threat of bad weather.

Want to update your info for the
Birch Lake Directory? Mail changes to
Deb Spratt at 18100 Farmington Hills
Drive, So. Bend, IN 46637, or email deb-
spratt@cressyandeverett.com ...

Barker Deadlines

The deadline for submitting infor-
mation for any Barker is the Tuesday of
the week before publication (the dead-
line for materials for the July 25 issue is
Tuesday, July 21) ... thanks.

This is the ne_ighbor whose
crew rescued the group of
friends.

Online content
The printed Birch Barker once
again is online this season, as well as

What could possibly go wrong?
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This is the animal, formally known as
Shadow, who ate through the wires
under the helm during the boat ride.
He has been renamed PITA, which is
short for Pain In The ...

Thank you
Bill Magro,
for pulling
us to shore
| safe and

N sound!

Submitted
by Claudia
Phipps and
Friends.

SLOW
DOWN

BIRCH LAKE HAS

NARROW ROADS,

LOTS OF PEDESTRIANS,

A TON OF CHILDREN,
GRANDCHILDREN AND PETS

SLOW DOWN ON
OUR ROADS

AND ON THE HILLS
TO AND FROM

THE LAKE!

SPEED LIMIT

15..

And don’t forget that ALL boat traffic must
travel COUNTER-CLOCKWISE at all times!

Message sponsored by the BIRCH LAKE HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION




— Birch Lake Notes —

additional content ... go to www.philvi-
tale.com and follow the links.
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Happy 60th Wedding Anniversary to Tom and Shirley Drinkall (east side) of Grang-
er. They were married in Elkhart on July 15, 1955. They celebrated their anniversary
with their family at Tippecanoe Place and an open house with friends and family at
Four Lakes Country Club. They have 4 children, Cris (Mike) Emmert, Lorie Weaver,
Pam (Claude) Alexander and Tim (Ulrika) Drinkall. They have 10 grandchildren and
10 great -grandchildren. They have resided in Granger for 58 years. Tom retired
from Ameritech and Shirley retired from Prince of Peace Church.

Thanks to Mr. Bob for the Big Bird pics

Birch Lake Water

When you have a loss..
Temperature

‘ o Birch Lake Temperatures - 3 day moving average - 4' depth
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Corner of US 12 & Union Rd., Union, Ml 49130
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269-641-5995

fax: 269-641-5787
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AFTER YOUR PET
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— Birch Lake Notes —

House Walk /

Over 146 people attended the
house walk/ art fair last weekend!
The house walk provides a great way
to meet others on the lake. The boat
rides and the name tags enabled
many people to make new friends
and acquaintances.

We would like to thank the 5
homeowners - Phipps, Petit, DeCock-
ers, Vandewalles, and Curtis-Miller -
who so graciously opened their homes
to everyone. Without you, this event
would not have been possible! Big
thanks goes to Phil Vitale for print-
ing our articles, to the Wozniak’s for
the use of their barn for the event, to
Ben Wozniak for lending his talent
and taking the pictures of the homes,
to Brian Klappauf for designing the
brochure cover, and to Ronnie Esh-

leman for laying out the brochure,
printing it, and, to top it off, donating
them for the event ... many thanks!!
The homeowner’s helpers were also
a great support. Thanks to Linda
Curtis and Sue Waddle and to the
homeowners family members who
lent a hand.

What a great job the pontoon
drivers did!! Our appreciation and
thanks to Tom Rogers, our fleet
captain, for recruiting and organizing
the pontoon drivers and ensuring
that everything went smoothly.
Many thanks to our pontoon drivers
and their assistants; Tom Kuhn and
Ben Wozniak, Gus Eshleman and
Jim Bradford, Carla and Ed Chester,
Bernie Garceau and Rick Russwurm
and Phil Vitale. You helped make the

L 1 T _f
Art Fair 2015

afternoon very enjoyable for all!!

Also, thank you for our ticket
sellers: Denny Weesner, Vickie Rog-
ers, Denise Smitley, Sandy Baucus,
Carla Chester, and Linda Yoshiza-
wa.

Many thanks to Vickie Rogers for
her invaluable assistance throughout
the planning and organizing of the
event and to Jan Temple for editing
the homeowners’ write-ups.

Again, thank you to all of you
for helping to make this event such
a success! We hope we didn’t forget
anyone!

We should all feel proud that
we raised slightly over $2000 which
will go towards camperships for
underprivileged kids to attend Camp
Tannadoonah.



— Barker Kids of the Week —

Got the whole gang together last weekend for a group picture. From the The Skipper and Gilligan? Barker House Walk

left are Kyle Kinzler (west), Drake Imhof, Hunter Imhof, Taylor Marquez  Skippers of the Week honors to Gary “Gus” Eshle-
(east), Kailey Kinzler, Claire Brovold (west), Grant Imhof, and Amanda man and his father-in-law Jim Bradford (south side).
Butler (west). The Imhofs are the cousins of Kailey and Kyle Kinzler. Does it seem odd to anyone else or does eating
They were up for the day last Saturday. sushi at 9:30 am just seem wrong?

CLOSEOUT
SAVINGS
AVAILABLE
Now!

-~ <Moomba "—-

‘_' Wakeboard Boats. -

i

Apolio
Marine is
Open

7 days

a week
call or
stop by
today
and
START
SAVING!

SOUTHSIDE OF GRAVEL LAKE
15355 96TH AVE
Lawton, Michigan 49065

“The perfect location between 269.423-6011

Michigan and Indiana” . 1 -88 8-9 96-BOAT

We rent Pontoon Boats
Service to most area lakes!

WWW.APOLLOMARINE.NET




— Barker Kids of the Week —

AJ Bishop (the youngest grandson of Alan and Pam VanHuf-
fel, south side) showing off his first Bluegill and total catch
while fishing Birch Lake for the first time with his father, Brian
KOTW kisses to Past Commodore Bad Patty Luecht (east Bishop and Uncle Mark VanHuffel (ophotographer). AJ is
side) and Amy Lutz (north side) who were photographed last ~ wearing his Great Grandfather Steve Horvath’s Captain’s hat
Saturday while serving on the Committee Boat during the for good Iluck and fished his favorite spot from years ago in
sailboat races. remembrance of him. It worked!

MLS.
[ &

ATTENTION SELLERS:
LISTINGS NEEDED TO FILL OVERWHELMING - |,
DEMAND FROM BUYERS! CALLMEFOR  §(
A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS OF YOUR LA
PROPERTY.




BLYC 55th ANNUAL
'MENS GOLF OUTING

(4-MAN FLORIDA SCRAMBLE)

%“"- JULY 31, 2015, $70/MAN
SAUGANASH GOLF CLUB

61270 Lutz Rd, Three Rivers, M| - Shotgun start at Noon; Dinner at BLYC at 6 pm
MUST HAVE REGISTRATIONS BY JULY 13, 2015

o5
"
P £
=

Additional Information
* team prizes and contests

* catered dinner included
* prizes awarded during dinner

* looking for donations of door and team prizes. If you have
access to logo merchandise that could be donated, please
contact Peter Soldato at psoldato@elkhartpa.com

* Send entries to Pete Soldato 63266 Kinsey Street, Vandalia, MI, 49095 -- hill
or Phil Vitale 63174 Birch Road, Vandalia, Michigan 49095

2015 BLYC Men’s Golf Foursome Information

Team Captain: Please Print Players names:

Total Enclosed $

*checks should be made out to BLYC

KB Village Express

Come Visit our new Open 24 hours

WINE & SPIRITS e

Fuel special: 20¢ off per gallon with

Department — Huge Selection! Soft- Qloth Car Wask

it S 1/ B/ Vo

Hunting, Fishing licenses, bait available




L FLEET CAPTAIN’S CORNER |

Light, just enough

ell, after last weekend’s light Everyone is invited sailors and non-sail-
winds, both fleets got all three ors, if you have not sailed before come

races completed. Even though out and try it with an experienced sail-

the winds were light at times, there was  or, on a short and fun course.

enough wind to complete all three races. I need to thank our committee boat
Hopefully the winds are favorable helpers, “Bad Patty”, “Questionable

for both Saturday and Sunday of this Patt1”, Karen & Eric Miller and my wife

weekend! Don’t forget we have the sec- Amy. Also to Steve and Harold for set-

ond annual “Don Harman People’s ting and picking up the marks and to

Regatta” this Saturday, starts at 11 at Jeff Smitley for tabulating the weekly

the Lutz house, next to Camp T. race results.

Date........... . A12-Jul............. 12-Jul.............. 12-Jul..ceercerererennes Total .............. Season........ Races ......ccceeenneee %
RACE ... I P 12 13 e Points............. Average..... Finished ....Finished
(O To T = o 13 s
Scott Troeger #1489........cccooveeeene. T [P T 2019 1548 .............. 13 100.0%
Jeff Smitley #2002........cccoeveverene. 2 s 2 e K 19400................. 1492.............. 13 100.0%
Bill Luecht #1579.......cccoviiee T e G 2 e 17600................. 1354 .............. 13 100.0%
Bob King #1199.......ccoiiiiieene, DNS.....ccooee DNS....ccoovne. DNS ..o 13424................. 1342.............. 10 e, 76.9%
Phil Vitale #500........c.ccccoeonreiinerinne. 4o, [ T e 17403................ 1339, 13 100.0%
Barb Cassady #2435 ........cccccoeeeenee. G [ 6 e 16655................. 1281 .. 13 100.0%
Harold Cranmer #1991/2412............ B 5 o 16379 1260.............. 12 92.3%
Gib Eberhart #916........cccooeieeeeene. K S K S B 7451 . 1242............... (ST 46.2%
ViC JONES ..o 8 e, DNF ....ccocee DNF ..o 3137 1046............... [ 7.7%
R TE L0 ] TS 1 (o) L
Rick Russwurm (Green/Blue)............ K S T T o 15234 1523 ... 10 83.3%
Stewart Spratt.........ccccoeeeeieieireeene L [ K S L S 14703.....cceeee 1470.............. 10 83.3%
Chris Spratt (Blue/Green) ............... DNS....coooee DNS....coee. DNS ... 4334 1445 ............. 3 25.0%
Brad Davis .......cccoeeeereieeeeeeen DNS....coiiee DNS....coee DNS ... 2888.....ccceeee 1444 ............. 2 e 16.7%
Mike Lutz (Blue/Red/Yellow).............. 2 e 2 e K S 17275.......... 1440.............. 12 100.0%
Bob Cassady ........ccccoeevreireinnees DNS....ccoooie. DNS....ccooeee. DNS ..o 8530....cccceuree. 1422............... (T 50.0%
Peter Soldato........ccoveeirrcenine. 5 L SR 2 11069......cccvvvee 1384....ccone. T o 58.3%
Sandy Vitale (White).........ccceveeeneee DNS....ccoeiiees DNS....ccoe DNS ... 7859...cciiiine 1310 L T 50.0%
Herb Cleveland..........ccccoooveieinenne. 4o L T B e 12351 . 1235.......c.cee. 10 83.3%
Bill BUtler ......c.covoeeeeeerceeeee A < S DNS ..., M712.iie M7 10 e, 83.3%
Camille Butler ........ccccooevieevieneeee. < S [ S 13965.......ceeec.. 1164 .............. 12 100.0%
Bob NiezgodskKi .........cccevvrvreniienens [ T T e [/ 13155 109............... 12, 100.0%

DNS (Did Not Sail) does not count against season score, however sailor must complete 2/3 of races to qualify for season.

DNF (Did Not Finish), DSQ (Disqualified) scores as one place worse than last place (if 5 boats finished, you would have finished 6th, will be scored as
7th place).

DNF, DSQ not counted toward minimum number of races needed.

CB - sailor who serves on Committee Boat receives their season average place as of that date - counted toward season total.

Season Points are awarded on Square of 40 system (1st = 40 squared = 1600, 2nd = 39 squared, etc.)

Season Place = total season points/number of races attempted

Crew - Counted toward completed races, Points go to skipper of boat.

. " ‘ .
Jim "Bulobar” Boidwin Professional
Owner/Operator Picture Framing
574-596-5752 From Design

/)

mmg & Gallery to Finish

13699 US 12
Union, Michigan

62 N, Main, Three Rivers, MI Give the gift of framing

2 69 _273 _9 0 3 4 for that personal touch

Hours: o .
www.goldenfinchframe.com Gift Certificates Available

Fri-5at, 9:30am-7:30pm
lifacebu:mk.I:I:rm_f'bul:ubasmarket Sunday 10om-5pm

~Trinkets, Artifacts & Antiques~




— Dana on Drugs —

Nasacort vs. Flonase for allergy treatment

By Dana Soldato, PharmD

n October 11, 2013, Nasacort
OAllergy 24 HR (triamcinolone

acetonide) was reclassified
from “prescription only” to “over the
counter.” For the very first time,
the best way to treat allergic rhinitis
became available for over the count-
er purchase for anyone suffering
from allergies.

Not long afterwards, on July 23,
2014, a similar medication, Flonase
Allergy Relief (fluticasone propio-
nate), received its FDA approval
from “prescription only” to “over the
counter.” This means there are now
two steroid nasal sprays that people
may choose from when trying to
counter seasonal allergies.

Which one is best for you?

Nasacort works to provide
24-hour relief from four symptoms
commonly associated with allergies:
nasal congestion, sneezing, runny
nose, and itchy nose. It is non-
drowsy, non-addictive, and contains
no scent or alcohol.

Flonase works to provide
24-hour relief of six symptoms asso-
ciated with allergies: itchy eyes,

watery eyes, nasal congestion, sneez-

ing, runny nose, and itchy nose. It is
non-drowsy and non-addictive, but
unfortunately contains alcohol (I
don’t use those three words in that
combination very

Flonase are so similar that I simply
recommend whichever one is on sale
that week! If cost is not a factor,
and you are concerned only with the
comfort and ease of use, I would rec-
ommend Nasacort, due to the fact
that it has no strange scent.

often), which gives
it a strange scent.

The take-home
point is that both
Nasacort and
Flonase work on
multiple symptoms
associated with
allergies. Both of
these medications
are terrific. And
while Nasacort has
no scent or alcohol,
Flonase has the
ability to control
itchy and watery
eyes.

To sum it up,
Nasacort and

Welcome to Jaywalker

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville
on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

0'Donnell’s Docks 1ic

Southwest Michigan’s Premier Dock & Lift Headquarters

Handyman Repairs
* Roof to basement - inside and out
*Floors, doors, stairways, ceilings and windows
*Siding, roofing, driveways and sprinklers
*Decks and fences; fascia and soffits
* Plumbing, electrical, heating and A/C

Home Maintenance

* Painting - interior and exterior
*Gutters and chimney cleaning & repair

Dave's Residential Services
Home: (269) 476-2797

Wireless (269) 362-0724
davehardisty@comcast.net

Sales ana service of all
major docks, boatlifts and
water front accessories.

Opsid

Sening you fon
ouen 20 yeans!
For an online quote, go o

WWW odonnellsdocks com &

12097 M-60 ¢ Junes MI

269-244-1446
info@odonnellsdocks.com
Autorized Dealer For:

GO <>

*We do windows
*Power washing, insulation and weatherproofing

Lawn Care

* Spring and fall yard clean up
*Tree and shrub trimming
* Rototill our garden
*Mowing and Trimming
*Fertilizing

Property Management
* Reliable caretaker
* Fulfills all absentee homeowner's needs
* Periodically checks your property
* Provides second home peace of mind
* Call for all lake property requirements

FIREWOOD AVAILABLE
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Pluto ... so much more than just a Disney dog!

lan Stern heads the first mis-
Asion to Pluto, known as New

Horizons. It passed less than
8,000 miles from Pluto on Tuesday,
the 50th anniversary of the first
encounter with Mars. As the satellite
makes its passes near the icy world its
cameras may be able to see features
just a few hundred feet across.

Until now, Pluto has been seen as
little more than a pinpoint of light in
even the biggest telescopes. Even so,
scientists have managed to piece to-
gether a basic outline about the little
world.

For one thing, they've found that
it’s only about two-thirds the diameter
of the Moon. It has at least five moons,
including one that’s half as big as Plu-
to itself. And its surface is coated with
frozen nitrogen mixed with a smatter-
ing of methane and carbon monoxide.

Computer-processed images from
Hubble Space Telescope, along with
long-range pictures from New Hori-
zons, have shown a wide variation in
the brightness of Pluto’s surface. Some
regions are almost black, while others
are slightly orange and others are
almost white.

When Pluto is closest to the Sun,
some of the ice at its surface vaporizes
and forms a thin atmosphere. Right
now, Pluto is moving away from the
Sun, so scientists expect the atmo-
sphere to eventually freeze out and
coat the surface with a fresh layer of
frost, a major change for this little
world.

In 1978, astronomer James Chris-
ty was looking at some photographs
of Pluto when he noticed something
odd: The little world seemed to have a
bump on its side. That bump turned
out to be a moon. Christy named it
Charon, for the character who ferried
souls to Hades, the dominion of the
god Pluto.

It turns out that Charon is about
half again as wide as Pluto itself. In
fact, many scientists consider Pluto
and Charon to be a double planet.

Charon has several things in
common with our own moon. Most
important, it probably formed in much
the same way as our Moon did, from a
big whack.

A large body probably slammed
into Pluto billions of years ago, blast-
ing debris into orbit around it. Much
of this material then coalesced to form
Charon. In Pluto’s case, that process
apparently left some small chips that
are still around today as several tiny
moons beyond Charon.

Also like Earth’s moon, Charon is
“locked” so that the same side always
faces its parent world. But Pluto is
locked as well. So the length of a day

on Pluto is exactly the same as the
time it takes for Charon to make one
turn around it, about six-and-a-half

Earth days.

And there’s one more similarity
between the Earth-Moon and Plu-
to-Charon systems. The larger bodies
are colorful; Earth is blue, and Pluto
1s fairly red, but the moons are both
gray. So like our moon, the surface of
Charon could be quite different from
that of its parent world.

Operating a spacecraft on the
edge of the solar system is a tricky

business.

Consider New Horizons, a small
craft that’s taking aim at Pluto. It’s
three billion miles away right now. At
that range, it takes radio signals from
the craft about four-and-a-half hours
to reach Earth. So if anything goes
wrong at the last minute, no one on

Earth can help.

To minimize the chances of a
last-minute hiccup, flight controllers
worked out the sequence of events for
the Pluto encounter two years ago.
They transmitted the instructions,
then ran through a full rehearsal

while the craft was
still months away.

Another
problem is that the
craft’s radio signal
1s so weak by the
time it reaches
Earth that it’ll
take 16 months
for New Horizons
to transmit all of
its observations.
So if there are any
problems over that
time, much of the
probe’s work would
be lost.

And yet
another problem
with the distance
1s that sunlight
1s only about a
thousandth as
intense at Pluto as
it is here on Earth.
So it’ll take a long
time for New Hori-
zons to snap each
picture.

Still, mission
scientists expect a
bounty from New
Horizons, some of
it predictable, but
some of it not.

~Stu Spratt
Celebrating 51
Years at
Birch Lake

The Moon for this Saturday
(At Midnight, US Central time,
as viewed from the Northern Hemisphere)
llluminated Fraction: 0.099
3.2 days since new moon

Sunrise: 6:24am
Sunset: 9:16pm
Moonrise: 9:04am
Moonset: 10:37pm
Day length: 14h 53m

WILLOW TREE REALTY
13549 US 12, UNION M
074-849-9957

Back lots for Sale

Above: Birch Lake
back lots for $15,000 each!
Each lot is buildable and ready
for your pole barn or guest
quarters! If you have been
needing more space, here is
the Answer. $15,000.

At Right: Waterfront,
wooded,scenic, and in a
peaceful location near the end
of the road. This is a beautiful building site with frontage on Mill Pond and
deeded access to Birch Lake a very short walk away. The lake access is
shallow and sandy. A great place to go in for a swim. $59,000

For more info call Vickie Hall at
269-641-7928 or 574-849-9957




YOUR HOROSCOPE

Aries (March 21-April 19) There’s been
frustration at home, which might have started with
home improvements or visiting relatives. But now
chaos and increased activity on the home front fraz-
zle your nerves and make tempers fray. Something
is going to come to a head by midweek in the form
of heavy-duty power struggles or family quarrels.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) You want to
enlighten others, which is why your communications
with daily contacts are important now. On the
upside, you will be able to sell, teach, market, pro-
mote, act and talk to others with enthusiasm and
convincing vigor. It's handy to have strong verbal
skills. But this week, by Wednesday, something will
turn sour.

Gemini (May 21-June 20) You've been
focused on money, cash flow and your possessions,
especially how to take care and organize them. This
can be exhausting. Unfortunately, by Wednesday,
you're at odds with someone about financial matters
or your possessions. This might be a debate of own-
ership. It might also be a quarrel of how they are
used or where they are stored. Whatever the case,
things could get nasty by midweek with harsh words
and ultimatums.

Cancer (June 21-July 22) There's been
lots of activity in your life. You're coming on a bit
strong for some. This will become apparent by mid-
week when clashes and confrontations with others
will occur. Be aware that this might be due to the fact
that you want to improve others or make them over.
Hmmm?

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) Lately, so much
insanity has been taking place behind the scenes,
you're drained and exhausted because of worry and
responsibilities that most people are not aware of.
You will find that things come to a head by
Wednesday. This could relate to someone working
behind the scenes against your best interests.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) Your popularity
is strong. It's fun relating to friends and groups.
Some of you have also been in competition with
someone, officially or unofficially. This is also a good
time to share your hopes and dreams for the future
with others because their feedback will help you.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) You are high
viz., ambitious and talking to important people
including parents, bosses, VIPs and the police.
However, serious conflicts at home or within the
family will create dissension, and you'll be at odds
with someone; and it won't be pretty. Because you
have been striving to get ahead, you might get a pay
off.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) You still want
to get outta Dodge. However, in your zeal to encom-
pass bigger issues - politics, religion, racial issues
and such - you might be so enthusiastic that you're
closed to anyone who doesn't agree with you. This
is not cool; and no benefit to you. This could also be
why heated arguments come to a head. Ideally, you
want to make creative positive changes in your life.
But if you don't handle this correctly, you will create
opposition to you, especially if you try to gain control
over others.

Talk With A Live Person

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) You're
caught up with details of shared property, invest-
ments and the wealth and resources of others as
well as inheritances, taxes and debt. Even though
travel plans look sweet, differences with someone
about how things are shared or divided are testy.
Ironically, the more you discuss this problem - the
more divisive things become.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) You need
more sleep. You are eager to talk to others, and yet,
you're annoyed with someone. By midweek, a nasty
confrontation is likely. Do not say anything you will
later regret. You like to work with groups, especially
in your community; and because of this, you want
the respect of others. Don't do anything to blow this.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) Youve
been in work mode lately; and you're getting things
done. However, you might be bossy delegating to
others, which creates conflict in your job. If you
examine what's going on, you will see that this is a
conflict of wills. A power struggle. Like Taurus, you
can be stubborn. You are that powerful!

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) You've
been wrapped up in romance, sports and children -
fun stuff, including vacations and playful getaways.
But there has also been pain and confusion; and this
sucks. What should be fun, loving and supportive is
a power struggle or some kind of ego manipulation.
Something related to the above, especially romantic
partners and kids, will come to a head. In some
ways, it might be good to get things out in the open.

- ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.

VOTED NILES
BUSINESS OF
THE YEAR!

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

Let Us Show You Why We Were

Voted Business Of The Year!

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING

® Licensed Plumbers

® Drug-Free Employees

® Criminal Background Checked Employees

® No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done

® 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

® True 24-Hour Emergency Service

® Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”

©® Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms | MMINUTE

® Longest Warranties in the Business

® Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee
During Business Hours S

———

® Bonus — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

2400 N 5th @ Niles, MI

269-687-7192 nies, v
866'751 -1 470 Toll Free

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net

FEASY) After Hours
' Emergency

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

“/@B Major Credit Cards Accepted

S

55 Yire & Obder

®




BIRCH BARKER FUNNIES
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/ MIDDLE CHILD

LY .3 I'M THE REASON
WE HAVE RULES

YOUNGEST CHILD
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This summer, all lwantisa ==
day or four where we just A'g
sit outside and dnnk all
day, is that too mur:h
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How To Prepare Tofu
Step 1: Throw it in the Trash
Step 2: Grill some Meat
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| said, "| Love You" as | sat 2\
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me, "ls that you orthe [/ /3
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"Oh sorry, that was me:Z
talking to the wine."

EVERYTIME |
| MAKE IT T0 THE LAKE
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BLYC Officers and Directors

2015 BLYC Officers gbolin31@aol.com  Bob Waddle (E)..............cccooviiccrnnenn. 476-2293
Fred Freihofer Commodore (N)............ 476-9823  Ed Chester (E)........cccoveeiinnniiccene 476-1010 sparkybob220@comcast.net
cdfreihofer@aol.com ed@chesterlawoffice.com PJ Vandewalle (H)...........c.cccoceoeiiinnne, 476-7086
Sue Williams VComm. (S) 476-8886  Harold Cranmer (W) 574-264-6817 pjvandewalle@gmail.com
smwillia@comcast.net dhcranmer@yahoo.com  Alan Van Huffel (S)................cccc.c..... 269-244-3487
Deb Spratt Treasurer (N).........ccccceveneenn 476-2113  Terry Dugan (S) .......cocoeevennernicieene 476-2814 abec3@aol.com
debspratt@cressyandeverett.com s581122@aol.com  Phil Vitale (E)...........ccccceveininnniiicne 476-1680

Mike Sheffieck Secretary (W)................. 476-1849  Celia Fallon (E) .......ccocoeiiinniiiccce 476-1467 sailorphil@philvitale.com
mcsheff@aol.com celia.fallon@gmail.com Sandy Vitale (E) 476-1680
Mike Lutz Fleet Captain (N)........ccccoeuee. 476-2843  Pam Mullin (N) ... 476-1080 sandra.vitale@franciscanalliance.org

mmtlconcrete@aol.com Classegirli@comcast.net NON-DIRECTOR ATTENDEES:

2015 BLYC Directors Vickie Rogers (C) .......cccooeeeivinnnenienennn. 476-2383  Jim Bolinger BLYC Homeowners’ Association
Patty Luecht (E) Past Comm.................. 476-2615 tvrogers@frontier.com  Chairman (E)........c.cocoeeiiinnnniniccns 476-9737

Pgalloway4@yahoo.com  Rick Russwurm (N)..........ccccoonrrrnnne. 476-2407 debo36@comcast.net

Chas Grundy (H) ......cccocovrriiiinne 476-7062 paramountp@aol.com  Paul Fallon, BLYC Water Quality Committee
Chas.grundy@gmail.com  Scott Troeger (E)............cccccccoecrnnnnnnas 476-9898  Chairman (E) ......cccooeeeevnececceres 476-1467
Greg Bolin (W)......cccoovnicciin 476-2420 scott.troeger@btlaw.com paulf@hrpconstruction.com

DIAMOND CONSTRUCTION

No Job Too Large or Too Small!

Chimney Cleaning
Chimney Relining
Chimney Certifications
Chimney Repairs
Dryer Vent Cleaning

CHIMNEY

SWIFT
SWEEDS

All Types of Remodeling
* New Home Construction *
Restoration

Ron Colborn
(574) 514-4831

Licensed & Insured Free Estimates

We Keep Your Chimney
Safe and Dratfting Properly

5850 ELLe Dr OsceOLA, IN 46561

Bob Bienz 269-759-4010
63366 Kinsey St., Vandalia, Ml
email: diamondconstr@yahoo.com

3 YEARS AS ATOP-100 DEALER
FULLY STOCKED PRO SHOP
YOUR PADDLEBOARD SOURCE
BOATS BY NAUTIQUE
PONTOONS BY SOUTH BAY
LARGE USED BOAT
SELECTION

At Tuesley Hall Konopa,

we've built our reputation
providing quality legal services
to businesses throughout the
community. Along the way,
we've learned one universal
truth. Business as usual seldom
is. That's why we work hard

to make sure we thoroughly
understand the unique needs
of each and every client.

This enables us Lo provide
relevant strategic insights and,
ultimately, identify the most
effective solutions to their
specific needs.

@

TUESLEY - HALL - KONOPA 11»

attormneys

UnpzrsTanDpiNG. [NsiGHTFUL. EFFEQTIVE.

'WAKESIDE MARINE
51305 State Road 19 wakesidemarine.com

Elkhart , IN 46514 fullyloadedwake.com

57 4.264 2874

574.232.3538

thklaw.com
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/8 teaspoon ground black pepper

14 cup milk
/2 cup mayonnaise

14 cup buttermilk
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1/2 tablespoons white wine vinegar
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Makes 6 to 8 servings
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1 (16 ounce) package coleslaw mix

Ingredients:

2 tablespoons minced onion
1/3 cup white sugar

1/2 teaspoon salt

ELEGATE
FORUMIST
GUYBERNATION
TUILE
HYPOCRACY
SAFETY SHORTS

INTERNECT
WITHSTAIN
BRONY
ANGREVATE
SPIRITOLOGY
SNUS
GENUITY

JOURNICLE
AMBULAPHOBIA
JEGGINGS
NONFICTIONEER
HALLUCINAZATION

NEW WORDS / SLANG IN THE WEBSTER
DICTIONARY

Find each of the following words.
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— Camp Tannadoonah —

Safaris and Storms and CITs and CSI

doonah this week, and the stormy
weather early in the week has
made it quite the adventure!

All the stormy weather has led to
a lot of questions about how we handle
weather emergencies here at camp.
During staff training, we spend time
discussing procedures and what to do
in different situations. Miss Kayla (my
assistant director) and I each carry
walkie talkies with built-in weather
radios. Whenever there is a storm
watch, we alert all of the counselors in
camp, just to make sure they stay
aware of what’s going on.

We have several different signals
for severe weather, so if a counselor
doesn’t hear the message over the
radio, we also blow the air horn or
ring the big bell outside Main Lodge to
signal an emergency.

If a tornado warning is issued, or
if the storm gets bad, we immediately
bring all of the campers to two central
locations: The Dining Hall and Morris
Lodge. Both of these buildings have
basements, so they are the safest plac-
es in camp to bring the kids. During
the time we're waiting out the storm,

It’s Safari Week at Camp Tanna-

we sing camp songs and play games to
keep the kids calm. We monitor the
weather radar and radios, and if it
gets bad, we move the campers to the
basements.

We do periodic drills with the
counselors to make sure they stay
sharp and remember all of the proper
procedures for various emergency situ-
ations.

This week is also one of the weeks
that we have Counselors in Training
(CITs) here at camp. The CITs are 15
and 16 year olds who are interested in
learning about what it’s like to be a
counselor at Camp T. They get to
spend two weeks at camp, observing
the counselors, helping lead activities,
and taking on a little bit of responsi-
bility. It is a two-year program — so
they come as CIT 1s the first year,
and CIT 2s the second year.

This year we have a new CIT
director, Miss Julie Herwick, who is a
former Tannadoonah camper and
counselor, and now a high school
English teacher at Cassopolis High
School. She has brought a lot of fun
new ideas to the program, and we're
already talking about how we might

re-vamp it for next year. We have 15
CITs here this week — 10 girls and 5
boys. Next week another round of
CITs arrive to stay for the next two
weeks.

This week has also been exciting
because we have a group of parent vol-
unteers here leading some specialty
programs. Miss Jennifer and Miss
Sara are running a CSI week. They've
created a camp mystery (who took the
bag of fairy dust that we need for
council fire on Friday?!?) and the
campers are learning about investiga-
tion techniques. They've interviewed
“witnesses,” done police sketches of
their suspect, taken crime scene pho-
tos, and tried their hand at lifting fin-
gerprints! It’s been lots of fun to see
them get into the story! We also have
a flag football program and an art
camp going on this session.

It’s been a great summer so far,
and it’s hard to believe that after this
week there are just three weeks left!
We're all hoping for some warmer
weather soon!

~Miss Amber
Amber@tannadoonah.org

-
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BIiRCH LAKE

CAMP TANNADOONAH

http://tannadoonah.org

5” Water Wells

Repair & Service
Most Water Pumps

“Promise of Quality

Thomas J.
Mosier

M-60 E
Cassopolis

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008




CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

HOMES FOR SALE
Itis very rare when not one but two premier
Birch lake properties become available at the
same time. Please click on the “Flyer” link below to
view these two strikingly different but equally incredi-
ble lake homes. Please pass along to any of your
friends who you think might be a prospective Birch
Laker. Please contact me with any interest or ques-
tions. See Flyer at http:/www.cressyandeverett.com/
properties/for-sale-or-lease/residential-homes/, or
contact me. Thanks, Rick Doolittle 574-286-0971
Rickdoolitle@cressyandeverett.com

Birch Lake home for sale. 3+ bedrooms, 3
1/2 bathrooms, basement, 104 feet of lake frontage.
Call Bemie or Blair Garceau (269) 476-9862

Birch Lake house on Kinsey St. for sale.
$189,000; Visit http://www.birchlakehouse.com/ for
details.

FOR SALE
Free-standing, maple-finish jewelry
cabinet. Multiple drawers, doors and compart-
ments. Nice piece of fumniture. $75 OBO. Call
476-1680.

Craftsman 10” radial arm saw on metal
stand with wheels and 2 blades. Excellent condition,
$60. Call 476-9226

For sale Sunrunner scooter For people who
have problems getting around inside or out. $150.

Call Katie or Ron 476-9317

Two commercial grills mounted on
trailer; 20" x 42" Charbroiler, 24" x 48" flat gril, side
warming burner. Comes with leveling jacks and LP
hoses (no LP tanks). $700. Call Pete at 269-244-
8636. Photos can be requested via email at
Fournpet@aol.com.

WANTED TO HIRE
Ambidextrous cephalopod (prefer contortio-
inistic octopus or squid) to help me change some of
the cleats on my MC sailboat. Must be able to
squeeze into incredibly small spaces, must have
flexible joints, must be impervious to gravity, must
have strength of a bull. Having eyes at the end of
movable antenna helpful. Call Phil at 476-1680.

SERVICES OFFERED
Propane Grill Tank Service, $15 pickup/
delivery included. If you run out, | have spare
tanks | can loan to you. Bill Butler 574-596-1343,
or 269-476-9905.

MISC.
Dog walking and babysitting services
from Amanda. 10$ and hour for babysit-
ting and 10$ a day for dog walking. If
interested contact Amanda @ 574-304-
1799 (prices are negotiable).

| do sewing and mending at fair prices - zippers,
hemming, small alterations, and sail repair Also proj-

ects not finished etc. Call Katie/Kathy at 476-9317

As an entry in the 2000, 2001 or 2002 (we can't

recall which one) July 4th boat parade we paired up
with Bernie and Helen Weesner. Our boat was titled
“Weekend at Bernie’s.” It was a memorable
trip around the lake. Does anyone have a photo-

graph of this? We'd love to have a copy for our new
house. Thanks, Bernie and Blair Garceau 476-9862

Barker deadlines — The deadline for submit-
ting information for any Birch Barker is 5 pm on the
Tuesday of the week before publication ... so the
deadline fort he July 11 edition is Tuesday, July 11.
Online Content — The printed Birch Barker is online
every week this summer at www.philvitale.com ...
just follow the links!

FOUND
Found at Pancake Breakfast: small
2015-2016 calendar book with light-
house on the front. Photos of young boy,
3 kids w/santa, misc. other info. Call
476-1680.

Pair of black sunglasses were left
behind in the barn during the House
Walk. Call Michelle 476-1319.

LOST
Bright blue and clear inner tube-style
float blew away in Monday’s storm. Call
476-1680.

« BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB f

Haven’t paid your 2015 dues yet?

NOW’S THE TIME!

Support the BLYC, support our Birch Lake Community!

BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

Total contribution:

BLYC Associate Member Dues

($10/ year)

Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

Building Improvement Fund

Fireworks Fund

Water Quality Program

Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication

Safety Committee

Make checks payable to

Other non-party related expenses

BLYC Roof Fund

Misc.

BLYC

c/o Deb Spratt

18100 Farmington Hills Dr.

South Bend, IN 46637




DO YOU LIVIE WI'TH A

PAN

INTHIE BU T 17

Maybe you have neck, back, shoulder, or knee pain.

Pain that isn’t getting any better. Maybe it’s getting worse.

Even if you are considering surgery
or have had surgery with little or no improvement,
there’s a good chance | can help.
Chronic pain is my specialty and for 18 years
I’ve had incredible success treating it.
Brad Sandler, D.O.

&

Spine & Orthopedic
Medicine, Inc

Call 877.577.4631

spineorthomed.com

24 North St. Joseph Ave.
Niles, M1 49120
269.687.7246 (PAIN)

3740 Edison Lakes Parkway 2500 Niles Ave., St. 3
Mishawaka, IN 46545 St Joseph, M| 49085
574.255.7246 (PAIN) 269.428.7246 (PAIN)




Putting the

SERVICE

in CUSTOMER SERVICE,
Pickup, Delivery, Detailing,
Summer Trailer Storage,
Winter Storage

SERVICE above and beyond
weaer:

Indoor
Winter

Summer

Trailer
Storage

Boat
Storage

Boat Butler ic

Buy A Boat — Sell Your Boat
We Buy & Sell Boats, Personal Watercraft & Boat Lifts

Open “by appointment” for your convenience

Pre-Owned Specialist

Specializing in pre-owned Boats, Motors,

Lifts and Personal Watercraft
to answer all of your boating needs!

269-476-2222

or text Dave @ 312 399-3688

www.boatbutlermarine.com

Boat Butler lic Cassopolis, MI 49031 201516




we've Gﬂl YOII Covered!

\I\l e Retractable Awnings
.44 for Deck & Patios

e Roll Curtains for
Screened Porches

¢ Boat Covers and Tops
e Canvas Repalir
¢ Aluminum Awnings

WW’Tfings

hion Meets Farction

SALES ® SERVICE © INSTALLATION

s ") Call us for a free
L <= at-home
demonstration!

AWNING

aﬂ‘

"A@ x,M

Locally owned
and operated
since 1985

12291 Bidelman Road @ Three Rivers at Big Pleasant Lake

269 244-5307

www.sunandsshadeawnin



