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The official summer publication of the

Birch Lake

Yacht Club

Thanks to Mr. Bob King for the great Heron by the Hammock photo ...

COMMODORE’S COMMENTS

our plus inches of rain was in our

rain gauge when we returned

home on Sunday, May 31st. The
gauge was empty when we left Saturday
morning. I'd call that a lot of rain in 36
hours. I suppose all of you that were at
the lake last weekend had time to catch
up on indoor to do’s, reading, sleep or
whatever. Now that our year to date
precipitation deficit has been wiped out,
let’s get back to outdoor activities.

Speaking of activities, have you

taken pictures around the lake that you
can submit for consideration for the
2016 Birch Lake calendar? This a big
project that has been very popular in the
past and profits from sales benefit the
BLYC. Linda Yoshizawa is leading the
charge for producing the calendar and
Vickie Rogers, Sue Williams and Carla
Chester are helping. Hats off to all of
them for taking this project on again.
The Birch Lake calendar is not produced
every year and without the hard work of
Linda, Vickie, Sue and Carla, we don’t
have a calendar. Without your pictures,
we don’t have a calendar either. This is

a project near and dear to my heart
because everyone can participate.
Winter pictures have been in short sup-
ply for past editions of the calendar.
Please look around for your favorite
shots and follow the instructions in
Birch Lake Notes for submitting your
pictures.

Have you gotten your tickets for the
Spaghetti Dinner on June 20th? Tickets
need to be purchased in advance from
Denny Weesner, Di Wozny or Sue
Williams. By purchasing tickets in
advance, you help the people doing all
the work make sure they have the right
amount of food. Carry out will be avail-
able if you can’t eat in.

Profits from past calendars and the
spaghetti dinner have been used to
improve the yacht club. For example,
the landscaping timbers under the deck
were rotting and were replaced with
landscaping blocks. At the same time
the work under the deck was done, land-
scaping blocks were used to shore up the
hill on the south side of the building and
the gutter on the southeast side of the
building was buried.

This project stopped erosion that
could have caused damage to the yacht

June 13..... Porter Township Cleanup Day, 8 am
to noon, American Waste, Union

June 13 . Commodore and
Vice Commodore’s Party

Spaghetti Dinner
People’s Regatta
.............. Boat Parade

..................................................... Fireworks

JUly 5 Pancake Breakfast
House Walk/Art Fair

JUIY 17 e Ladies’ Golf Outing
TBA .o Poker Run 2015
July 31 s BLYC Men’s Golf Outing
(Pete Soldato & Chas Grundy chairmen)

AUG 8. Corn & Sausage Roast
........................ Fall Dinner

Chili Cookoff

2015 Board Meetings
June 6, July 11, August 1, September 5
at BLYC -- Meetings start at 9 am

Dates subject to change.
Watch the Barker for updates!

club. In addition, the door to the yacht
club was replaced with a new steel door
and a new storm door was also installed.

The Birch Barker is always accepting materials for publication. Please E-mail your materials to sailorphil@philvitale.com, or put the items in the stone

newspaper/mailbox at my home, 63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore). Please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope if you want photos or other materials
returned. To contact me by phone, call (269) 476-1680, or contact BLYC Commodore Fred Freihofer at (269) 476-2615 or cdfreihofer@aol.com. --Phil V




— Birch Lake Notes

Tom Kuhn (west side) sent a pic of their boat lift after the big blow last weekend.

These projects really improved the
appearance of our building. Thanks to
all of you who have supported the yacht
club by buying calendars and coming to
the spaghetti dinner as your participa-
tion has been key to making these
improvements.

Don’t forget the Commodore/ Vice
Commodore party on June 13. Sue and I
look forward to seeing you there for a
relaxing evening catching up with your
neighbors. Bring an appetizer and join

the fun as we begin at 6:30. There is no
theme for this year’s party.
That is going to do it for this week
... I'look forward to seeing you at Birch
Lake ... where every day is an adven-
ture.
~Commodore Fry

2015 Boat Parade

Another week has passed, one week
closer to this year’s Birch Lake Boat
Parade. Have all of you chosen your

Have you seen the stunning new
stamped-concrete compass rose we
installed last fall at the Birch Lake

Yacht Club?

This is just one example of
the custom concrete services
and products available to our
friends and neighbors here

at Birch Lake.

Interested in a whole new
look for your plain old concrete
garage, patio or entrance?

Call us today!

Lutz Concrete

SW Michigan’s FLATWORK experts

17050 M-86 — Three Rivers, MI
mmtlconcrete@aol.com

(269) 279-7973

favorite movie theme for your “boat
float” for this year’s event? Better get
busy. We hope to have a huge flotilla of
boats this year. Stay tuned for more
info in upcoming Barkers.

Spaghetti Dinner info

The Southside is busy planning this
year’s Yacht Club Spaghetti Dinner.
Bring your family and friends and enjoy
a homemade spaghetti dinner which
includes spaghetti with two sauces,
salad, garlic bread, dessert and tea or
lemonade. Tickets are just $8 for adults,
$5 for children 4-10 and children 3 and
under are free. All proceeds will benefit
the Yacht Club. Tickets can be pur-
chased from the following people:
Southside — Denny Weesner, Northside
— Claudia Phipps, Westside — Jan
Temple, Eastside — Celia Fallon. The
deadline to purchase tickets is
Thursday, June 18th. If you would like
to donate a dessert, contact Di Wozny
574-315-4915 (text or call) Southsiders!
If you would like to volunteer, contact
Sue Williams at 476-8886. Don’t miss all
the fun!

Porter Township Cleanup Day

Porter Township will host it’s annu-
al Cleanup Day on Saturday, June 13
from 8 am-Noon at American Waste,
15621 Mason St., Union.

For most items there is no charge
(donations are gladly accepted); minimal
charges apply for refrigerator-type appli-




— Birch Lake Notes —

ances, car, tractor and truck tires. No
yard waste, garbage or construction
materials, no hazardous waste and no
TVs. E-waste (monitors, VCRs, DVDs,
computers, etc) and waste oil will be
accepted. Pickup service is available for
handicapped and senior citizens. For
info call 641-2375.

Suggestion (aka: complaint) box:
Apparently when Past Commodore
(bad) Patty Luecht handed over the
mantle of power she neglected to explain
one job on which every Commodore is
judged. It can storm a tempest on the
weekdays but ... needs to be nice on
weekends. Please (bad) Patty, be good
enough to share your secret with Fry!
~From an Anonymous Griper

It’s Calendar Time!

Time to submit your pictures for the
2016 Birch Lake Calendar. We need hor-
izontal color photos from all seasons.
Since the pictures need to be enlarged,
camera photos usually work better than
cell phone photos. Please e-mail your
best pictures (no more than five) to lin-
dal1008@comcast.net or give them to
Linda Yoshizawa, Vickie Rogers, Sue
Williams, or Carla Chester by July 13.

Name the Eagle!

The Commodore’s Garden

Summer is on the way. Really it is. Time to toil. Another Commodore grows his
garden. Weary work to plan, plot, prep the soil, plant, fertilize, water and do the
weeding ... endless weeding, all alone. If everyone will pitch in, plant something,
water a bit, weed a little... the load is less and bounty better.

Let’s do it together, shall we?

Birch Lake is home to several bald ~Chrys A. Lis

SLOW
DOWN

BIRCH LAKE HAS

NARROW ROADS,

LOTS OF PEDESTRIANS,

A TON OF CHILDREN,
GRANDCHILDREN AND PETS

SLOW DOWN ON
OUR ROADS

AND ON THE HILLS
TO AND FROM

THE LAKE!

SPEED LIMIT

15..

And don’t forget that ALL boat traffic must
travel COUNTER-CLOCKWISE at all times!

Message sponsored by the BIRCH LAKE HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION




Thanks to Bob King (north shore) for the nice flower pics ...

eagles, and this is your chance to name
one of them. The BLYC is sponsoring a
Name the Eagle contest to benefit the
water quality fund. You can submit
names online until June 30. Voting will
begin July 1. For more details or to sub-
mit your idea for a name, visit bitly.com/
nametheeagle.

If you have any questions, please
contact Chas Grundy at 574-315-0217 or
chas@grundyhome.com.

Sewer issues

The Porter Township Board has
alerted us to a sewer problem we have
with the pipes coming out of Birch Lake.
There seems to be a plug occurring
when it is headed down the pipe around
the Rainbow Road area. The township
has spent a lot of money getting it
unplugged. This time, during the
month of May and continuing even now,
it’s cost approximately $20,000 to get it
cleaned up. The township is working
really hard not to have to increase sewer
bills, but when things like this happen,
they get behind financially.

They are urging all of us to be very
careful what is being flushed down the
toilets. Even if the package says it can
be flushed, that isn’t always true.
Diapers, sanitary products, wipes, etc.
do not dissolve and begin to plug up the
pipes. If people would be more careful it
would be very much appreciated. None
of us want our bill raised.

Eyesores and a sight hazard

I couldn’t help but smile upon read-
ing that American Waste (Systems) was
the firm officially associated with our
Porter Township Cleanup Day.

In a phone conversation of last week
with our Township Clerk, Marti Russell,
she:

1) Agreed that American Waste now
had in place eyesores for folks traveling
on both Mason Street and U.S. 12 in
Union

2) Acknowledged that the more recent

eyesore on U.S. 12 also was a hazard to
vehicles when both on that road and in
and out of the gas station
3) Requested that as many residents
as possible call in to the Township Hall
to register their complaints over these
matters.
Perhaps a certain number of complaints
allows and/or improves the odds that our
Township officials will take successful
action. The phone number at Porter
Township Hall is 269-641-2375.

~P. Fallon

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB

TSPAGHETTI DINNER ]

Saturday, June 20
5:30-8:00 PM

Enjoy a great dinner with friends and support the yacht club too! This year’s dinner is sponsored by the south side
and promises to be a great event. Dinner includes spaghetti with two sauces, salad, dessert and ice tea or lemonade.

Take outs are also available.
Tickets must be purchased in advance by calling Denny Weesner 476-2569 Di Wozny 574-315-4915 or Sue Williams at 476-8886
Children 3 and under are free
Ages 4-10 are $5.00

Ages 11-Adult are $8.00

Recommended locally by i
Thorpe’s Marine * .Diamiond
and ':.wn{aﬂn: i
Diamond Lake Marina! e

&3 KB Village Expres
We have MARINE gas

91 Octane, No Ethanol! — recommended for 2- and 4-stroke engines
Price now reduced to $3.99/gallon

M60
CASSOPOLIS
269-445-2754

Open 24 hours

Liquor ~ Beer ~ Wine
Liquor sales 7 am to 2 am

20¢ off per gallon with




— Birch Lake House Walk —

House No. 2: Matt and Maureen Koscielski
62758 Woodland Dr.

Matt and Maureen Koscielski pur- The featured homes on the tour this year will be; the Phipp’s on the
chased their lot from Camp Tannadoo- North side, the Koscielski’s in the cove, the Petit’s on the South side,
nah in 2012. the Vandewalle’s and the Curtis/ Miller on the East side.

While that was only 3 years ago, the
Koscielskis are not new to Birch Lake.
For several years before, each of their
4 children enjoyed their camper experi-
ences at Camp Tannadoonah. Maureen
served on the Board of the Camp, and
their relatives, Tony and Peg Laskowski,
are still avid volunteers. Matt and Mau-
reen also rented a cottage on Birch Lake
during the summer of 2010.

The Koscielskis were excited about
their plans for a log cabin, so in 2013
they started the building process. And
before the year was out, they were able
to move into their new home.

The cabin is unique in many ways. = : 5
As an example, while the foundation loaded on to trucks bound for Michigan. are also a tribute to craftsmanship, and

was being laid, the western red cedar log After they arrived at Birch Lake, include hand-scraped teak floors. Even
shell was being constructed in Canada. with the help of cranes, it took only 3 the front door is special as it welcomes
Each log was individually hand-crafted days to reassemble the shell! The roof, family and friends, and sets the stage for
(not milled) in Chilliwack, British Co- made of prefabricated insulated panels, log home living at its finest.

lumbia. When that process was com- was then added. Needless to say, they love their home
plete, the shell was disassembled and The finishes in the Koscielski’s cabin ~ on Birch Lake!

This year we have 5 families who have graciously

- : offered to open their homes for the Birch Lake House

Walk on July 11. Along with the house walk, we will also

.Large Rnums ﬁ“m“‘ hdlh‘l have an art fair at the Wozniak barn, with local artists dis-
sSpacious Eafﬂf@nhge playing their pottery, jewelry, paintings and photography
from 9:30 am to 2:30 pm. Camp Tannadoonah will also be
selling refreshments for a nominal fee. All the proceeds
from the event are going to Camp Tannadoonah for camp
scholarships.

" 574-232-1411

www.mcgannhay. cﬁm

The event will start at the Wozniak barn where ev-
eryone must check in to go on the tour. From there, you
will walk to the first home and then be whisked away by
pontoon for your tour. The first boats leave at 10 am
and run continuously. Please note ... the last boat
tour leaves at 12:30 pm so that everyone completes
the tours by 2 pm. A limited amount of parking will be
available at the barn, so please carpool or walk if possible.
It truly is a fun day and a great way to see old friends and
meet new ones!

“The perfect location between
Michigan and Indiana” Tickets will be $15 pre-sale, and $20 at the door. Tickets

can be bought through Denny Weesner on the South side,
Vickie Rogers and Denise Smitley on the West side and
Cove, Carla Chester and Linda Yoshizawa on the East
side, and Sandy Baucus on the North side.




— Barker Kids of the Week —

Great Blue Heron of the week (in flight) ... thanks Mr. Bob (north shore) ... we know that sometimes looking up at the bottom of

a heron in flight can be fraught with peril ...

When you have a loss..

\

with Auto-owners Insurance

UNION INSURANCE AGENCY

Corner of US 12 & Union Rd., Union, Ml 49130
Independent Agency
269-641-5995

fax: 269-641-5787
email: Sue@unionins.net
www.unionins.net

Lifa Homa Car Business

3 "W’ﬁti:oard Boats. - j
% ' g V- '

APOLLO
MARINE

&

— —Moomba —-

: Apolio
Marine is
Open
7 days
a week
call or
stop by
today
and
START
SAVING!
SOUTHSIDE OF GRAVEL LAKE
15355 96TH AVE
Lawton, Michigan 49065
269.423-6011
1-888-996-BOAT

We rent Pontoon Boats
Service to most area lakes!

WWW.APOLLOMARINE.NET




— Barker Kittens of the Week —

Ok, | don’t care who you are but if
you don’t like kittens ... you’re just
wrong ... Here’s a couple of cute kit-
ten shots that someone sent me off
the Internet ... and since we didn’t
have any other kid-of-the-week pho-
tos, well, here ya go.

0’Donnell’s Docks 1ic

Southwest Michigan’s Premier Dock & Lift Headquarters

: Sales and service of all
Senving you for major docks, boatlifts and
ouen 20 yeara!  water front accessories.
For an online quote, go o OpiD

WWW odonnellsdocks com &

12097 M-60 Junes MI

269-244-1446
info@odonnellsdocks.com
Autorized Dealer For:

BARKER
KID-OF-THE-
WEEK
PHOTOS!

Everyone loves to see
their kid in the paper ...
and one picture is worth
a thousand words! Send
your kid of the week to
me (or grandpa of the
week or neighbor of the
week or dog of the week
... we even print weeds of
the week!) and be sure
to include the names and
other details via email at
SAILORPHIL@PHILVITALE.
comv

(Please make sure the files
are 6 MB OR LESS ... huge
email attachments bog down
my email server!)

Dave's Residential Services
Home: (269) 476-2797

Wireless (269) 362-0724
davehardisty@comcast.net

Handyman Repairs
* Roof to basement - inside and out
*Floors, doors, stairways, ceilings and windows
*Siding, roofing, driveways and sprinklers
*Decks and fences; fascia and soffits
* Plumbing, electrical, heating and A/C

Home Maintenance

* Painting - interior and exterior
*Gutters and chimney cleaning & repair
*We do windows
*Power washing, insulation and weatherproofing

Lawn Care

* Spring and fall yard clean up
*Tree and shrub trimming
* Rototill our garden
*Mowing and Trimming
*Fertilizing

Property Management
* Reliable caretaker
* Fulfills all absentee homeowner's needs
* Periodically checks your property
* Provides second home peace of mind
* Call for all lake property requirements

FIREWOOD AVAILABLE




— Barker Kids of the Week —
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Serving Michigan 4
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0-6697

ATTENTION SELLERS:
LISTINGS NEEDED TO FILL OVERWHELMING
DEMAND FROM BUYERS! CALL ME FOR
A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS OF YOUR
PROPERTY.




Cold, cold and colder!

s you may have felt, the sailing season. Hope to see every-

j‘zveather was not in our one out there. Q)\RCH LA'Q‘
avor last Sunday, when I In closing, we have several iR

see a wind chill in the local fore- opening for our fabulous commit-

cast, I think twice about sailing or  tee boat, please call me if you have
not sailing! I hope, I did not offend any free time on Sunday’s, you will

anyone by not sailing last week- regret or forget the great experi-
end, but the temperature and wind ences of running the committee
was not conducive to a great sail- boat!
ing experience. Anytime you need Thanks again, for all the help
two sweatshirts and winter gloves  people around the lake do to make
it is not a good sailing day! these races go on every Sunday!
As of this printing this week- To all “Splice the main brace”
end looks great to start our 2015 ~“Fleet Captain Mike”

Teach your
child the
love
for sailing

And you’ll
never have
to worry
about
drugs

o .
Jim *Bubba” Baldwin _. Professional
Owner/Operator . Picture Framing
574-596-5752 "’/7’/7/) From Design
13599 US 12 Friie G Gallery 10 Finish

Union, Michigan

62 N, Main, Three Rivers, MI Give the gift of framing

2 69 _273 _9 0 3 4 for that personal touch

Hours: - .
www.goldenfinchframe.com Gift Certificates Available

Fri-Sat, 9:30am-7:30o0m
lifacehﬂak.cu:lm,s'hubbasmarket Sunday ]Durﬂ-Spm

~Trinkets, Artifacts & Antiques~




— Dana on Drugs —

How NSAIDs cause ulcers

By Dana Soldato, PharmD your risk of stomach ulcers, the strong cardiovascular benefits

buprofen (Advil, Motrin), naproxen (Aleve), and aspirin that you obtain from a small 81mg dose, is worth the risk.
Ibelong to a large class of medications called NSAIDs Aspirin prevents blood clots that lead to heart attack or stroke.

(non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs). NSAIDs reduce Ulcers are treatable, so please continue to take your aspirin!
inflammation, fever, and pain by blocking a chemical found all While these drugs are great at reducing inflammation,
over our body, called prostaglandin. Well, what is prostaglan- ~ Pain, and fever, they can take a serious toll on your digestive
din, and what does it have to do with ulcers? system! While short term use of these medications is generally

Prostaglandins are located throughout our entire body. safe, please talk to your doctor before you start regularly

How they function, and what their role is, differs depending on taking NSAIDs.
what tissue they’re located in.

Prostaglandins located in the stomach work to produce
mucous. The mucous that is produced coats the lining of our welcome to Jaywalker
stomach to protect against acid. Without a layer of thick
mucus coating, the acid in our stomachs would damage our wantvilLeid
stomach walls.

By taking meds like ibuprofen, you temporarily block
prostaglandin and you temporarily block mucous production in
your stomach. This is not a problem for a short period of time.

However, if you continually take ibuprofen over time, you
continually block the production of mucous in your stomach. If
the mucous layer is thinning (or missing!), the stomach loses
its protection against acid. This enables the acid to damage
your stomach and form an ulcer.

It is important to mention that while aspirin increases

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville

— Birch Lake Notes — on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

Free Fishing weekend June 13-14

The best things in life are free, and June 13-14 is proof!
That’s because it’s Free Fishing weekend, meaning you and
your family can enjoy fishing Michigan’s waters without a
license (though all other rules are in place).

Do you need to update your
Birch Lake Directory listing?

New to Birch Lake? Family dynamics change? Want to
update your info for the Birch Lake Directory? You can email
your changes to BLYC, c/o Deb Spratt at 18100 Farmington
Hills Drive, South Bend, IN 46637, or email them to deb-
spratt@cressyandeverett.com ...

3 YEARS AS A TOP-100 DEALER
FULLY STOCKED PRO SHOP
YOUR PADDLEBOARD SOURCE
BOATS BY NAUTIQUE
PONTOONS BY SOUTH BAY
LARGE USED BOAT
SELECTION

Barker Deadlines

The deadline for submitting information for any Barker
is the Tuesday of the week before publication (example: the
deadline for materials for the May 31 issue is Tuesday, May
26) ... thanks.

Online content

The printed Birch Barker will be online this season, as
well as additional content ... go to www.philvitale.com and
follow the links.

—_—

— . _—
WAKESIDE MARINE 574.264.2874
51305 State Road 19 wakesidemarine.com

Elkhart , IN 46514 fullguadeduiakei:unl
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Get ready for the Venus-Jupiter show

VWest, Evening

.Venus -

EarthSky.ore
n any night in June, look for the queen and king of
planets — dazzling Venus and bold Jupiter, as these
two worlds appear in our western sky first thing every
nightfall. They’ll appear in our evening sky throughout June
and they’ll be drawing closer together each evening!

Venus will pass Jupiter in late June/early July. At that
time, especially on the nights of June 30 and July 1, you can
witness the closest Venus-Jupiter conjunction until Aug. 27,
2016.

These very bright worlds will be hard to miss (unless it’s
cloudy!) because Venus and Jupiter rank as the third-brightest
and fourth-brightest celestial bodies, respectively, after the sun
and moon.

As dusk turns into darkness, note the star Regulus above
Jupiter, on line with Venus and Jupiter. Day by day, watch as
Venus and Jupiter race toward Regulus, the brightest star in
the constellation Leo the Lion. In fact, using your mind’s eye,
you can use these three luminaries, Regulus, Jupiter and Ve-
nus, to imagine the ecliptic crossing the sky. The ecliptic is the
Earth’s orbital plane projected onto the sky’s dome. Because
the planets orbit the sun on nearly the same plane that Earth
does, the solar system planets are always found on or near the
ecliptic.

At present, the planets Venus and Jupiter are both
heading eastward (upward) along the ecliptic, toward the star
Regulus. You might think Jupiter should get to Regulus first,
since the king planet lodges so much closer to Regulus, the
only first-magnitude star to sit almost squarely on the ecliptic.
However, the closer that a planet resides to the sun, the faster
that the planet travels in its smaller orbit. Venus, the second
planet outward from the sun, races along at 22 miles per sec-
ond whereas Jupiter, the fifth planet outward, plods along at a
mere 8 miles per second.

But that’s not all. Jupiter’s orbital path is a solid seven
times longer than that traveled by Venus. For that reason,
Venus will zoom toward Regulus day by day, whereas Jupiter
will travel at a snail’s pace.

Be sure to circle July 18 on your calendar as well. Venus
will be almost in conjunction with Regulus, a slight bit ahead
of Jupiter in the great race to Leo’s brightest star. On July 18,
the crescent moon, Venus and Jupiter will all fit within a circle
sporting a diameter of less than four degrees. (Four degrees
of sky approximates two finger-widths at an arms length.)
Don’t miss out on this close-knit celestial grouping on July 18,
featuring the moon, Venus and Jupiter, the brightest, sec-

Pollux

The Moon for this Saturday
(At Midnight, US Central time,
as viewed from the Northern Hemisphere)
llluminated Fraction: 0.753
2.4 days before last quarter

a Castor

ond-brightest and
third-brightest orbs
of nighttime. Sunrise: 6:09am
~Stu Spratt Sunset: 9:15pm
Celebrating 51 Moonrise: none
Years at Birch Moonset: 10:17am
Lake...

Day length: 15h 6m

WILLOW TREE REALTY
13549 US 12, UNION M

574-849-9957
WWW.VICKIEHALL.INFO™ §¥

Back lots for Sale

Above: Birch Lake
back lots for $15,000 each!
Each lot is buildable and ready
for your pole barn or guest
quarters! If you have been
needing more space, here is
the Answer. $15,000.

At Right: Waterfront,
wooded,scenic, and in a
peaceful location near the end
of the road. This is a beautiful building site with frontage on Mill Pond and
deeded access to Birch Lake a very short walk away. The lake access is
shallow and sandy. A great place to go in for a swim. $59,000

For more info call Vickie Hall at
269-641-7928 or 574-849-9957




YOUR HOROSCOPE

Aries (March 21-April 19) You are guar-
anteed a summer full of fun, entertainment and
romance. It will also bring good times with children.
Enjoy vacations and social occasions with others.
Your summer will be liberating because you will have
the courage to be exactly who you are without fear or

apology.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) In the next
four months, one of the things you will be doing is
redecorating where you live. You enjoy beautiful
things and fine antiques; and from June to October,
your focus will be on redecorating your home as well
as entertaining at home. And possibly, for some, mov-
ing into a new home will happen because a real-es-
tate opportunity is irresistible. You'll also enjoy peace-
ful, quiet hours where you live.

Gemini (May 21-June 20) For the next
four months, you will be impossibly charming, diplo-
matic and articulate. In addition, you discover how
attractive your daily surroundings are - almost as if
you hadn't noticed before. Likewise, you will be
warmed by the realization of how much love there is
in your daily life.

Cancer (June 21-July 22) Well, there is
certainly good news for your sign because this sum-
mer, you will attract wonderful things to you, and one
of them is money. This means you will benefit from
financial transactions. You might get a better job. You
might get a raise. You can borrow money. The only
downside is you will also want to spend money on
beautiful things and fun times. Oh yes - now you see
it, now you don't. If you have money to burn - stay
away from people with matches!

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) Starting this week,
Venus will be in your sign until October 8. Yes, spring,

summer and fall! This is a fantastic blessing for you. It
will affect your whole manner of expressing yourself to
others. For starters, you will have a desire to relate to
others, and you will see ways to make peace with
others, as well. You will enjoy the company of friends
and lovers this summer and will be highly social and
active. You will definitely spend more money on your
wardrobe and jewelry than you have in years!

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) Virgo is just
who you are. You truly appreciate the saying, “It's a
joy to labor for those you love.” In the next four
months, be the best you can be - the most generous,
the most giving, the most selfless. And because of
this, you will help others who need a hand or a sym-
pathetic ear. In turn, you will feel more self respect
and a rewarding sense of satisfaction because you
are able to offer this to others.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) For the next
four months, you will have a fabulous time with others
whether playing golf, enjoying picnics, barbecues,
parties or attending meetings and conferences. Your
dealings with others will be agreeable and warmheart-
ed. In fact, a casual friend might become a lover. One
thing is certain: Beyond your enjoyment of the compa-
ny of others - you will benefit by your association with
others.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) You will cre-
ate a great impression on others, especially VIPs and
bosses. People will open doors for you in every sense
of the word. Not only will others admire you, they will
seek out your input about design, layout, redecorating
and PR. You might strike up a new relationship with
someone who is older, richer or a mentor figure. Ah
yes, a marriage to someone rich is a wonderful
labor-saving device. But remember: If you marry for
money, you will work for every dollar.

Talk With A Live Person

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) You
have an amazing summer ahead. Count on opportu-
nities to explore the world. Many of you will have a
long, pleasurable frip. In addition, you can make
money from writing, publishing and exploring avenues
in medicine and the law. You will also enjoy studying
and doing anything that expands your mind and your
experience of life. Romance with someone from
another country or a different background is also like-
ly. What a fun way to learn a new language!

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) Sexual
relationships will have greater intensity and become a
vehicle for self-transformation. In addition, you will
attract money to you through your spouse or your
business partner. Obviously, it will be easy for you to
get a loan or a mortgage this summer. (Up until mid
October.) In addition, you will leam more about your-
self, especially how you relate to others.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) This s cer-
tainly a year where your closest relationships and
partnerships have fabulous opportunities to improve. It
means you will naturally feel yourself in balance and
in tune with others. It will be easy for you to express
your affection and make your feelings clear. Even
your relations with your enemies, as well as the gen-
eral public, will improve. You will be loved and appre-
ciated for who you are. (It's all smoke and mirrors.)

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) The good
news for you for the next four months is that your
health will improve. You will also be in the perfect
position to deal with important negotiations with others
whether they are personal or professional. You will
enjoy your job much more, and possibly get praise, a
raise or a better job. Expect financial favors from
employers and bosses. (And you can take that to the
bank.)

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.

VOTED NILES
BUSINESS OF

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year!

THE YEAR!

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
® Licensed Plumbers

® Drug-Free Employees

® Criminal Background Checked Employees

® No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done
® 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

® True 24-Hour Emergency Service

Emergency
® Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”

Service

® Longest Warranties in the Business
® Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee
During Business Hours S

———

® Bonus — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

2400 N 5th @ Niles, Mi

269-687-7192 nies, v
866'751 -1 470 Toll Free

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

&= ™ @B Major Credit Cards Accepted

e @ =S

35 Yre & Coder

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net
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BLYC Officers and Directors

2015 BLYC Officers Greg Bolin (W).......cccocvenenvninnnee 476-2420 Bob Waddle (E)............cccccevvrueunee 476-2293
Fred Freihofer Commodore (N)..476-9823 gbolin31@aol.com sparkybob220@comcast.net
cdfreihofer@aol.com Ed Chester (E)..... d@h ..... t I ........ :f '76-1 010 PJ Vandewalle (H) ...... d ........ I.I...é..47f?l-7086
- ed@chesterlawoffice.com pjvandewalle@gmail.com
Sue Williams VComm. (S)......... 476-8886 1o rold Cranmer (W) 574-264-6817  Alan Van Huffel (S)............... 269-244-3487
smwillia@comcast.net dhcranmer@yahoo.com abec3@aol.com
Deb Spratt Treasurer (N)................ 476-2113  Terry Dugan (S) .......ccocoveveveverneeen.. 476-2814  Phil Vitale (E)......oo.oveveeeeeeeeerenene. 476-1680
debspratt@cressyandeverett.com s581122@aol.com sailorphil@philvitale.com
Mike Sheffieck Secretary (W)....... 476-1849 CeliaFallon (E).........cccovvriennnee. 476-1467 Sandy Vitale (E)........cccunerrruriererannens 476-1680
mcsheff@aol.com pam Mullin () celia.fallon@gT;él.;:gsn(; sandra.vitale@franciscanalliance.org
. . am Mullin (N) ...........ccooooervrrrnnnnne. -
Mike Lutz Fleet Captain (N)........ 476-2843 Classegirli@comcast.net NON-DIRECTOR ATTENDEES:
mmticoncrete@aol.com  yjickie Rogers (C) ..o, 476-2383  Jim Bolinger BLYC Homeowners’
tvrogers@frontier.com  Association Chairman (E).............. 476-9737
2015 BLYC Directors Rick Russwurm (N)....................... 476-2407 debo36@comcast.net
Patty Luecht (E) Past Comm........ 476-2615 paramountp@aol.com  Paul Fallon, BLYC Water Quality Committee
Pgalloway4@yahoo.com g4t Troeger (E).........ooooooco.. 476-9898  Chaifman (E) .....oovoooocerressrrresssren 476-1467
Chas Grundy (H) .......cccccooviiieenncne 476-7062 scott.troeger@btlaw.com paulf@hrpconstruction.com
Chas.grundy@gmail.com

Birch Lake Water Temperature

Birch Lake Temperatures 2015

DIAMOND CONSTRUCTION

No Job Too Large or Too Small!

All Types of Remodeling
* New Home Construction *

Birch Lake Temperatures - 3 day moving average - 4' depth

CHIMNEY
SWIFT

oo BEaRE D

tEAXErEEERERE D EaEERD

Temps provided by Steve Quinlan

Chimney Cleaning
Chimney Relining
Chimney Cettifications
Chimney Repairs
Dryer Vent Cleaning

- Ron Colborn

Restoration

(574) 5144831

5850 ELLER DR OsceoLA, IN 46561

Licensed & Insured Free Estimates

We Keep Your Chimney

Bob Bienz 269-759-4010 Safe and Drafting Properly

63366 Kinsey St., Vandalia, Ml
email: diamondconstr@yahoo.com

Not just a will. A way.

Estate planming is more than having a will. It's a way to protect what matters most.

You've worked hard ta build a life for you and vour family here in southwestern Michigan.
And Tuesley Hall Konopa will work equally hard to make sure the things that matter most to
you are passed along to your loved ones, Estate planning is one of our firm’s signature legal
services and our experience will help assure your legacy is protected and your wishes honored.

To learn more about the estate planning capabilities of our firm as well as our business

TUESLEY - HALL - KONOPA ue
attormne )P ]
UNDERSTANDING. INSIGHTFUL, EFFECTIVE.

counsel and civil litigation/mediation services, visit our website
or call us. We're right here in Cass County.

Right here for you.

21550 Shore Acres Rd. « Cas:;upu!is, MI - 269.445.1818 - thklaw.com
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Vanilla Float With Bitters And Cherries
To guarantee perfect scoops, temper your ice cream on the counter for 5-10

minutes. SERVINGS: MAKES 1

Caramel And Root Beer Float
Pour in the root beer slowly, allowing it to cascade over the ice cream, then top

off until the glass is full. SERVINGS: MAKES 1

Luxardo maraschino cherries (for serving)

1 ounce cherry brandy or kirsch (optional)
Preparation

1 tablespoon Angostura bitters

3 scoops vanilla ice cream

Ingredients
Seltzer

1 ounce Avemna or other Italian amaro (optional)

3 scoops caramel ice cream
Preparation

1 cinnamon stick
Root beer

Ingredients

Lightly char cinnamon stick over a gas burner. Place ice cream in a chilled
tall glass. Top with root beer and Averna, if desired, and gamnish with burned

cinnamon stick.

Place ice cream in a chilled tall glass. Top with seltzer, bitters, and cherry

brandy or kirsch, if desired, and gamish with cherries.

Birch Barker Word Search

DOG BREEDS

Find each of the following words.
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— Camp Tannadoonah —

e’re getting closer to the start
of camp! By the time you get
your Barkers on Friday night

our lifeguards will be finishing up
their lifeguard training, and Saturday
morning the other waterfront staff
members will be arriving to set up all
of our equipment down at the lake!
Wave to us as you go by on your boats!
All of the other camp staff and
counselors arrive for staff training on
Sunday afternoon. They will spend the
whole next week setting up cabins and
activities, learning about camp tradi-
tions, planning for the summer, and
getting to know each other and learn-
ing to work together as a team. Plus
lots of training sessions on best prac-
tices, policies, procedures, and getting
ready for campers to arrive. It’s hard
to believe that the first group of camp-
ers will be here in just over a week!
It’s been a busy few weeks up at
camp, finishing up the last details and
projects. If you've been out on the lake
at all, you've noticed that our new
camp dock is in! We are so excited
about it! The old one was originally
built in the 1940s and was really
starting to fall apart. The one thing
we will miss about the old dock is the
diving board. Unfortunately we’re not

able to install it on the new dock for
safety reasons. However, we are
thinking of new “adventure” options
for the new dock, including the possi-
bility of an AquaClimb. It’s a climbing
wall that would arc out over the
water! We won’t be able to do it this
year, though.

I've had a number of requests
from former campers and staff for a
piece of the old dock. As a way of fund-
raising for a new “adventure” feature
on the new dock, we will be making
boards from the old dock available as
a memento for individuals who make
a donation towards the project. More
details will be available once we have
it all settled.

Another question I have been get-
ting this week, since the new dock
went in, 1s about the free-standing sec-
tion of dock over towards the cove. It’s
there for a reason! As our waterfront
activities have grown, we've run out of
good places for our campers to fish.
This year we had O’'Donnell install a
fishing platform specifically for those
campers. That way they’ll be far away
from our boaters and swimmers.

The store porch project is getting
wrapped up, too. They're installing
benches around the whole outside

edge of the porch so that campers will
have lots of places to sit during store
time and crafts activities.

Our camp numbers are still look-
ing spectacular! As of Tuesday (June
2) I have 776 official registrations,
compared to just 711 on June 2 of last
year. Our goal for the summer is 800
total campers, so we're just 24 camp-
ers away! We have also awarded more
than 65 camperships to help kids who
need financial assistance to come to
camp.

This year is an American Camp
Association Accreditation year, which
means that we have a review of all of
our policies and procedures by a visi-
tor from the ACA. They look over all of
our documentation on nearly 500 dif-
ferent standards, encompassing 7
areas (Site & Food Service,
Transportation, Health & Wellness,
Operational Management, Human
Resources, Program Design, and
Aquatics). We've been busy preparing
for our ACA visit!

Have a great weekend!

~Miss Amber
Amber@tannadoonah.org
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BiRCH LAKE

CAMP TANNADOONAH

http://tannadoonah.org

5” Water Wells

Repair & Service
Most Water Pumps

“Promise of Quality

Thomas J.
Mosier

Waterwell
Drilling

M-60 E
Cassopolis

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008




CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

FOR SALE
For sale Sunrunner scooter For peo-
ple who have problems getting around
inside or out.  $150. Call Katie or Ron 476-
9317

For Sale: 2 jet skis (Yamaha and
SeaDoo), 2 place trailer, 2 place
shore station. $1000.00 Call Bemnie
476-9862

It is very rare when not one but two pre-
mier Birch lake properties become
available at the same time. Please click on
the “Flyer” link below to view these two
strikingly different but equally incredible lake
homes. Please pass along to any of your
friends who you think might be a prospec-
tive Birch Laker. Please contact me with
any interest or questions. See Flyer at
http://www.cressyandeverett.com/properties/
for-sale-or-lease/residential-homes/, or con-
tact me. Thanks, Rick Doolittle 574-286-
0971 Rickdoolittle@cressyandeverett.com

Birch Lake home for sale. 3+ bed-
rooms, 3 1/2 bathrooms, basement, 104

feet of lake frontage. Call Bernie or Blair
Garceau (269) 476-9862

Birch Lake house on Kinsey St. for
sale. $189,000; Visit http://www.birchlake-
house.com/ for details.

MISC.
Babysitting and dog walking ser-
vices! From Taylor and Amanda! 10$ a
day/10$ an hour (prices are negotiable)
contact by call or text 574-304-1799

I do sewing and mending at fair prices -
zippers, hemming, small alterations, and
sail repair Also projects not finished etc.
Call Katie/Kathy at 476-9317

As an entry in the 2000, 2001 or 2002 (we
can't recall which one) July 4th boat parade
we paired up with Bernie and Helen
Weesner. Our boat was titled “Weekend
at Bernie’s.” It was a memorable trip
around the lake. Does anyone have a pho-
tograph of this? We'd love to have a copy
for our new house. Thanks, Bernie and Blair
Garceau 476-9862

RENTAL WANTED
We're looking for a cottage to rent
for family (4 adults) from June 25 - July 5 or
any part of that time. Call Beth Kenagy, 269
985-8782

WANTED
WANTED: kids at Yacht Club. Ifa
couple parents would be willing to help,
BLYC is always willing to stump up a few
coins to serve refreshments and let the little
people play ... get to know each other.
Function? TBD. Games? TBD. Date? TBD.
Watch this space!

CLASSIFIED ADS IN THE
BIRCH BARKER ...
Classified ads in the Birch Barker
(including the Printed and the
Online Barker) are free to mem-
bers of the Birch Lake Yacht Club
(subject to the approval of the editor and the
BLYC Board of directors), and $5 per ad for
non-members (please pay in advance). To
submit an ad, email it to
Sailorphil@philvitale

Haven’t paid your 2015 dues yet?

Now’s the time!

Support the BLYC, support our Birch Lake Community!

BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

Total contribution:

BLYC Associate Member Dues

($10/ year)

Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

Building Improvement Fund

Fireworks Fund

Water Quality Program

Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication

Safety Committee

Make checks payable to

Other non-party related expenses

BLYC Roof Fund

Misc.

BLYC

c/o Deb Spratt

18100 Farmington Hills Dr.
South Bend, IN 46637




DO YOU LIVIE WI'TH A

PAN
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Maybe you have neck, back, shoulder, or knee pain.

Pain that isn’t getting any better. Maybe it’s getting worse.

Even if you are considering surgery
or have had surgery with little or no improvement,
there’s a good chance | can help.
Chronic pain is my specialty and for 18 years
I’ve had incredible success treating it.
Brad Sandler, D.O.

&

Spine & Orthopedic
Medicine, Inc

Call 877.577.4631

spineorthomed.com

24 North St. Joseph Ave.
Niles, M1 49120
269.687.7246 (PAIN)

3740 Edison Lakes Parkway 2500 Niles Ave., St. 3
Mishawaka, IN 46545 St Joseph, M| 49085
574.255.7246 (PAIN) 269.428.7246 (PAIN)




Putting the

SERVICE

in CUSTOMER SERVICE,
Pickup, Delivery, Detailing,
Summer Trailer Storage,
Winter Storage

SERVICE above and beyond
- /a _

Indoor
Winter
Boat
Storage

Summer
Trailer
Storage

Buy A Boat — Sell Your Boat

8 days a week

Pre-Owned Specialist

Specializing in pre-owned Boats, Motors,

Lifts and Personal Watercraft
to answer all of your boating needs!

269-476-2222

or text Dave @ 312 399-3688

www.boatbutlermarine.com

Boat Butler lic Cassopolis, Ml 49031 2015\16




we’ve ot You Covered!

¢ Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

e Roll Curtains for
Screened Porches

¢ Boat Covers and Tops
e Canvas Repair
B— e Aluminum Awnings

WW’Tfings

hion Meets Farction

SALES ® SERVICE © INSTALLATION

Call us for a free
at-home
demonstration!

Locally owned
and operated
since 1985

AWNING

12291 Bidelman Road ® Three Rivers at Big Pleasant Lake

269 244-5307

www.sunandsshadeawnin



