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All of the Horan Grandchildren agree ... The Horan kids were visiting Birch Lake recently with their parents and grandparents.

COMMODORE’S COMMENTS

iting the weekly comments
was going to be the hardest
part of this job. So I thought.

For me, so far, the toughest part of the
Commodore’s position is trying to decide
who the choice is for the Commodore’s
Award.

Tradition has it that at the Fall
Dinner, recognition is given by the out-
going Commodore to individual(s) that
have shared their time and talent con-
sistently for several years in BLYC
activities. The past 11 months have pro-
vided the opportunity for many good
candidates to be considered and the
tough part is narrowing down the list.

Besides finding out who will be the
new Vice Commodore, hearing who
received the Commodore’s award is
another good reason to go to the Fall
Dinner.

When you go over to the Yacht club
for the Corn and Sausage roast on
August 9, check out how nice Bob
Waddle made the deck look. Bob pow-
er-washed the deck at least twice and
put two coats of sealer down plus with
the help of Rick Russwurm, replaced
broken boards. This is the second time
Bob has done this for us saving the

yacht club the expense of having it done.

Thank you Bob for donating your time
and power washer to do the work.

The Homeowners meeting is this
Saturday at the yacht club, and Leard
Wrylie, a Portage Township Trustee, will
be talking about issues with our sewer
system at the meeting plus elections of
directors and officers by Homeowners
Association members take place. The

Homeowners Association meeting begins

after the board meeting and should
begin by 10:30.

Next week we have comments from
the Vice Commodore as Sue Williams

2015 Birch Lake Calendar

Aug 1........ Homeowners Assoc. annual meeting
(following BLYC Board Meeting)

..................... Corn & Sausage Roast

Camp T Hog Roast, 5-10 pm

Aug 21 Friday Night Flotilla, 5pm

Aug. 29 ..o Fall Dinner, 5:30 Camp T

FRIDAY, Oct. 9....coovveeeerrreenes Chili Cookoff
2016

May 14 ..o Spring Dinner, Matterhorn

........................................... Fireworks
Fireworks rain date

2015 Remaining Board Meetings
August 1, September 5
at BLYC -- Meetings start at 9 am

Dates subject to change.
Watch the Barker for updates!

will fill in for me.

T'll see you at Birch Lake... where

every day is an adventure!

~Commodore Fry

The Birch Barker is always accepting materials for publication. Please E-mail your materials to sailorphil@philvitale.com, or put the items in the stone

newspaper/mailbox at my home, 63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore). Please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope if you want photos or other materials
returned. To contact me by phone, call (269) 476-1680, or contact BLYC Commodore Fred Freihofer at (269) 476-9823 or cdfreihofer@aol.com. ~Phil V




— Birch Lake Notes —

meal (we'll only have a limited supply of
/V] chicken breasts so come early to try to
/L{\ catch what we have!). Pay at the door
' — no reservations required! Come hun-
M gry, visit with your neighbors and leave
with a smile! Hope to see you there!

Fall Dinner is August 29
It’s time to buy your tickets for the
Fall Dinner! This year’s dinner will be
held at Camp Tannadoonah on August
29. Tickets must be purchased by
August 16. So check your calendars
- today and buy your tickets now. Tickets
can be purchased from Celia Fallon,

Claudia Phipps, Vickie Rogers, Denise
Elg ‘ AL~ Smitley, or Denny Weesner. See the
o flyer in this week’s Barker for more

information. Hope to see you all there!
Vice Commodore Sue

ORoANicls
I:—ls

) R CJ\IL ¢ = CE— DLy 7th Annual Camp T Hog Roast
= 615 The Seventh annual Camp
\- 2 Tannadoonah Hog Roast will be

Saturday, Aug.15 from 5-10 pm.

Join us to celebrate another fantas-
tic year and thank our donors, volun-
teers, and camp families. Kids welcome,

Thanks to our resident artist Duffy Dufor for the great pics!

Corn & Sausage Roast Club we'll be serving delectable meals of course! This event is free to attend.

is Aug. 8 — Here It Comes! consisting of your meat choice, roasted The event will feature a live band, a
It's almost here! Only a week to go  corn, four sides, cookies and lemonade or ~ Program at 6:30 pm, free food and

until that lip-smacking event arrives iced tea. And how about another year drinks (soft drinks, beer, wine) Please

again! Bring your appetites, families with no price increase! We may not be bring a dish or dessert to share.

and neighbors to the annual Corn & able to hold on much longer but we're

Sausage Roast, next Saturday, Aug. 8. charging only $4 for a hot dog meal and Shuckers needed

From 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm at the Yacht $7 for a bratwurst or chicken breast Looking for corn shuckers for the

Have you seen the stunning new
stamped-concrete compass rose we
installed last fall at the Birch Lake
Yacht Club?

This is just one example of
the custom concrete services
and products available to our
friends and neighbors here
at Birch Lake.

Interested in a whole new
look for your plain old concrete
garage, patio or entrance?

Call us today!

Lutz Concrete

SW Michigan’s FLATWORK experts

17050 M-86 — Three Rivers, Mi
(269) 279-7973 mmticoncrete@aol.com




— Birch Lake Notes —

Corn and Sausage Roast. Must like peo-
ple (because you will see everyone), can

handle a little heat, and love the smell of

freshly roasted corn. All needed equip-
ment for perfect shucking will be provid-
ed. Shucking shifts will only last 30
minutes — we need to share this won-
derful experience with everyone. Call
Blair at 476-9862.

Friday Night Flotilla!

August 21 — 6 pm. Due to last
year’s successful flotilla, let’s do it again!
Meet in the middle of the lake with your
boat. Bring an Appetizer. Boats will be
tied together and we will walk from boat
to boat sharing food and camaraderie.
Be there or be square! Look for the boats
in the middle!

Welcome new neighbors

The Lacys send a Birch Lake wel-
come to our new neighbors, John and
Anne Griffith, along with their four chil-
dren. The Griffiths reside in South
Bend, and are currently using #100 as a
summer residence. Please welcome
them as you see them around their new
home. We hope they are very happy
here on our jewel of a lake.

Safety notice
Felony assault, Georges Café,
Zimmyville, Porter Twp. — Cass County

No, that’s not Talon, that’s either Buzz or Beaky (both were old cartoon characters)

Sheriff Joseph Underwood recently
reported that on July 20 his deputies
responded to an assault at George’s
Cafe. Witnesses at the bar told deputies
that a 53-year-old Union man, whose
name withheld pending arraignment,
walked into the bar with a rifle and
threatened them. Some of the patron
were able to disarm the suspect and
detain him until deputies arrived and
placed him under arrest. Deputies
recovered the weapon, described as a .22

caliber semi-auto rifle, and seized it for
evidence. The weapon was not loaded
and none of the patrons present reported
any injuries. This incident remains
under investigation.

The Homeowners Association is
advising all residents to be vigilant and
call 9-1-1 for emergencies or call the
non-emergency number, 445-2481, to
report any suspicious and/or illegal
activity.

SLOW
DOWN

BIRCH LAKE HAS

NARROW ROADS,

LOTS OF PEDESTRIANS,

A TON OF CHILDREN,
GRANDCHILDREN AND PETS

SLOW DOWN ON
OUR ROADS

AND ON THE HILLS
TO AND FROM

THE LAKE!

SPEED LIMIT

15..

And don’t forget that ALL boat traffic must
travel COUNTER-CLOCKWISE at all times!

Message sponsored by the BIRCH LAKE HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION



— Water Quality Report —
The threat on your hook

SHERPERSONS: A threat to our
Fl’ake may be on your hook
A recent press release issued
by Michigan’s Department of Natural
Resources tells a story about the red
swamp crayfish, which is an invasive
and prohibited species desirable to some
for use as bait. Evidence of its existence
in an Ottawa County lake was recently
discovered.
This species of crayfish is highly
invasive, eats a range of food items, and

Birch Lake Water
Temperature

When you have a loss..

(

with Auto-owners Insurance

UNION INSURANCE AGENCY

Corner of US 12 & Union Rd., Union, Ml 49130

Independent Agency
269-641-5995

fax: 269-641-5787
email: Sue@unionins.net
www.unionins.net

burrows into shorelines causing sig-
nificant structural damage. They can
survive drought and migrate up to two
miles. Females lay up to 600 eggs at a
time and reproduce up to two times per
year.

Since this species is outlawed for use
as bait, we presume it wasn’t, or isn’t,
available at (law-abiding) bait shops.
The DNR has determined that anglers
have been purchasing them (live) from
food markets.

Moral of the

| story? While fishing

| in our State, especial-
ly Birch Lake, please
use only approved
bait. If you buy it
from an established
bait shop, your odds
that it’s legal and

| non-invasive, are pret-
ty good. If unsure,

inquire at the bait store as to whether or
not their bait is approved. If still unsure,
consider visiting Michigan.gov/fishing
and click on the “Aquatic Invasive Spe-
cies” button.

We need to protect our lake. Thanks
for your help.

___Birch Lake Temperatures -3 day moving average - #'depth
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Insurance

Lifa Homa Car Business

Temps provided by Steve Quinlan

Jm "Bubba’ Baldwin
Owner/Operator

074-996-0152

13699 US 12

Union, Michigan

Hours:
Fri-Sat, 9:30om-7:30pm

Hfacebﬂuk.cum,.f'bubbasmarket aunaay 10am-5pm




— Birch Lake Notes —

2015 BLYC Fall Dinner

At Camp Tannadoonah

Saturday August 29, 2015

Social Hour 5:30

Appetizers/Beer & Wine

Dinner Served 6:20

l/a# Marinated Chicken Breast Mashed Potatoes & Gravy Green Beans with Bacon

Salad & Dinner Rolls Dessert Lemonade Iced Tea

Year End Meeting 7:30

Ticket price: $25.00*
*All tickets must be purchased by August 16, 2015.

Please see the following to purchase your ticket:

Celia Fallon 476-1467 Vickie Rogers 476-2383 Denny Weesner 476-2509
Claudia Phipps 476-7073 Denise Smitley 476-9000

Tickets must be purchased in advance and presented at the door




— Barker Kids of the Week —

Enjoying the lake this week were Lois Groszek’s S '
great-great niece Hayleigh and her friend Grace Rick Russwurm (north shore) and daughter Lori Boecher spent a
Granger. Hayleigh just turned 13 and has had a father / daughter day at the Auburn Cord Duesenberg Automobile
great time this week. Museum. Fun day!

SAVE THE DATE

Sik LSNO9NVAUGUST 15

PORK ‘n BERRIES 2

KB Village Express

Come Visit our new Open 24 hours

Liquor ~ Beer ~ Wine

WINE & SPIRITS  wweeronezm
Department — Huge Selection! " ‘g, 24t don Wask
We have MARINE gas

91 Octane, No Ethanol! — recommended for 2- and 4-stroke engines
Hunting, Fishing licenses, bait available




— Barker Kids of the Week —

Above: Bethany Noonan and Lily Stevens taking their final
tubing adventure around Birch Lake at top speed!!

At top left: Are Logan Stevens and Peter Noonan ...

a. Peeking out of a submarine?

b. Floating under a mesh tube?

c. Crammed in a minivan going to Van Huffel’s raft to jump
and float?

At bottom left, Mike and Colleen Dabler and 15 month Jo-
sephina kayaking at Birch Lake while sisters, Katharine and
Elizabeth and Jack enjoying swimming.

The kids in both photos were with the Horan family group
that has been renting on the east side for a couple of weeks.

KID-OF-THE-WEEK PHOTOS
Send your kid of the week to Birch Barker, 63174 Birch Rd.,
Vandalia, Ml 49095; put them in a ziplock and stick them in
my stone mailbox at my home (east side), email at SAILOR-
PHIL@PHILVITALE.COM

CLOSEOUT
SAVINGS
AVAILABLE
Now!

o

' SaWakeboard Boats -
! ‘ - : y - <
. R\ : A - x _ v 3 ’!_ A

aiicl & ;
New Grangeﬂtllgpéj

°LargeRuums ﬁuit}rbn’shdlm NA \'
sSpacious Eafét@nfge ’_,!!

Apolio
Marine is

= ¢l vaion # - LuxuryPonto Open
574-232-1411 e - -
www.mcgannhay.com . v A Y — a week

: W = o= call or
stop by

today

and

START

SAVING!

SOUTHSIDE OF GRAVEL LAKE
15355 96TH AVE
Lawton, Michigan 49065

“The perfect location between . 269.423-6011

Michigan and Indiana” 1 -88 8-996-BOAT

We rent Pontoon Boats
Service to most area lakes!

WWW.APOLLOMARINE.NET




— Barker Kids of the Week —

clinging to the roof for dear life and
trying to look nonchalant about it ...

~ % T The Groszek (southside) family held it’s annual reunion consisting of all first cous-
=Y : U == ins and extended family. From left are Beth, Christine, Bob, Chet, Chuck, John

That’s Fashion Model Sandy Vitale (east and Tom.

side) showing off her “found” bathing

suit ... she’s gonna kill me for this ...

SusieTucker.com\

i
susie@susietucker.com 574-320-

ATTENTION SELLERS:
LISTINGS NEEDED TO FILL OVERWHELMING
DEMAND FROM BUYERS! CALL ME FOR
A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS OF YOUR
PROPERTY.
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The Mythology of the Constellations

ve talked about many of
the prominent constellations
we are so lucky to be able

to see here at the lake, so far away
from city light pollution. The Big
and Little Dipper, Leo, Taurus and
The Pink Flamingo to name only a
few. There are many more. What
kind of history do they have?

Most ancient cultures saw
pictures in the stars of the night
sky. The earliest known efforts to
catalogue the stars date to cune-
iform texts and artifacts dating
back roughly 6000 years. These
remnants, found in the valley of the
Euphrates River, suggest that the
ancients observing the heavens saw
the lion, the bull, and the scorpion
in the stars. The constellations as
we know them today are undoubt-
edly very different from those first
few--our night sky is a compendium
of images from a number of different
societies, both ancient and modern.
By far, though, we owe the greatest
debt to the mythology of the ancient
Greeks and Romans.

The earliest references to the
mythological significance of the
Greek constellations may be found
in the works of Homer, which prob-
ably date to the 7th century B.C.

In the Iliad, for instance, Homer
describes the creation of Achilleus’s
shield by the craftsman god Hep-
haistos:

“On it he made the earth, and
sky, and sea, the weariless sun
and the moon waxing full, and all
the constellations that crown the
heavens, Pleiades and Hyades, the
mighty Orion and the Bear, which
men also call by the name of Wain:
she wheels round in the same place
and watches for Orion, and is the
only one not to bathe in Ocean”.

At the time of Homer, howev-
er, most of the constellations were
not associated with any particu-
lar myth, hero, or god. They were
instead known simply as the objects
or animals which they represent-

star catalogue from ancient times
belongs to the Roman Ptolemy of
Alexandria, who grouped 1022 stars
into 48 constellations during the
2nd century A.D. Although Ptole-
my’s Almagest does not include the
constellations which may only be
seen from the southern hemisphere,
it forms the basis for the modern
list of 88 constellations officially
designated by the International As-
tronomical Union. The influence of
both the Greek and Roman cultures
may be plainly seen; the myths
behind the constellations date back
to ancient Greece, but we use their
Latin names.

Mythology, of course, influenced
the naming of many objects in the
night sky, not just the constella-
tions. The planets all bear names
from Roman mythology which
reflect their characteristics: Mercu-
ry, named for the speedy messenger
god, revolves fastest around the sun;
Venus, named for the goddess of
love and beauty, shines most bright-
ly; Mars, named for the god of war,
appears blood-red; Jupiter, named

The Moon for this Saturday

(At Midnight, US Central time,

as viewed from the Northern Hemisphere)

llluminated Fraction: 0.700
2.1 days since first quarter

Sunrise: 6:30am
Sunset: 9:11pm
Moonrise: 3:44pm
Moonset: 1:36am
Day length: 14h 41m

for the single
most important
god, is the largest

system. Even

the names of the
Galilean moons of
Jupiter (the four
largest, which
may be seen with
even a small tele-

WILLOW TREE REALTY
planet in our solar 13549 US 12, UNION MI
574-849-9957

scope) are drawn
from mythology.
To, Europa, Gany-
mede, and Callisto
were all desired-
-and taken by
force--by Jupiter.
It is ironic that
the mythological
characters mytho-
logical women the
king of the gods so
ardently pur-

Back lots for Sale

sued now revolve Above: Birch Lake

around him.

ed--the Lyre, for instance, or the
Ram. By the 5th century B.C.,

. o back lots for $15,000 each!
most of the constellations had come We'll pick a Each lotis buildable and ready
to be associated with myths, and few constellations | for your pole bam or guest

the Catasterismi of Eratosthenes
completed the mythologization of

in the coming
weeks and learn

quarters! If you have been
needing more space, here is

the stars. “At this stage, the fusion
between astronomy and mythology
is so complete that no further dis-
tinction is made between them”--the
stars were no longer merely identi-
fied with certain gods or heroes, but
actually were perceived as divine.
Despite the many mentions of

their stories. If
there are any in
particular that

the Answer. $15,000.

please let me

~Stu Spratt
Celebrating 51

At Right: Waterfront,
wooded,scenic, and in a
you wonder about, | peaceful location near the end
of the road. This is a beautiful building site with frontage on Mill Pond and
know. deeded access to Birch Lake a very short walk away. The lake access is
shallow and sandy. A great place to go in for a swim. $59,000

For more info call Vickie Hall at
269-641-7928 or 574-849-9957

Years at
Birch Lake

the stars in Greek and early Roman
texts, by far the most thorough




- ._:FLEET CAPTAIN’S CORNER |

Not enough wind to sail ...

ell ... there wasn’t much more than a breath of wind out there last Sunday
when it came time to put out the marks.
And it was just under a million degrees.
And I don’t know a soul who likes to sail in those conditions.
So I guess we'll just have to try again this weekend and see if Mother Nature
won’t be just a little more kind to us.
Thanks to Bad Patty and the crew who were ready if and when the wind start-
ed to blow ... hope to see you this week.
Remember, keep the big white things up in the air and the wet blue stuff below
you ...
Until next week. Splice the mainbrace.
~“Fleet Captain Mike”

2015 BLYC Season Sailing Results

D 1 19-Jul.....cueuee.e. 19-Jul.............. 19-Jul..cereirererennes Total .............. Season........ Races ......ccceeenneee %
RACE ... 14 15 16 e Points............. Average..... Finished ....Finished
(O ToTT=| oT L [T
Scott Troeger #1489........cccooveeeene. T [P DNS ..., 23319.cine. 1555, 15 e 93.8%
Jeff Smitley #2002........cccoovvverene. 2 e, G T 23965......ccceneee. 1498.............. 16 100.0%
Bill Luecht #1579......ccccoiiiieie T e 2 e S 21646................. 1353, 16 100.0%
Bob King #1199.......ccoooviiieenee DNS....coceovrene. DNS....ccooenee. DNS ... 13424................. 1342.............. 10 e, 62.5%
Phil Vitale #500........c.ccccoeirrevinerinnn. G S 4o K 21441 ... 1340.............. 16 100.0%
Barb Cassady #2435 .........ccccoeeeenee. 5 [ 5 20472.......cccu.. 1280.............. 16..ceee. 100.0%
Gib Eberhart #916.......cccccoeeeerenee. 4o T e 2 e 11497 ... 1277 e 1 I 56.3%
Harold Cranmer #1991/2412............ K S 5 R 20344................. 1272 15 93.8%
Vic JONES ..o DNS.....coooie DNS.....coooee. DNS ..o 3137 1046............... T 6.3%
RS TE L0 T TS 1 [ 1L T
Rick Russwurm (Green/Blue)............ T 4o 2 19724................. 1517 o 13 86.7%
Chris Spratt (Blue/Green) ............... DNS.....cccoe DNS.....ccoie. DNS ... 4334...... 1445 ............... I TS 20.0%
Brad DaviS ......ccooueueerereeeenneeeens DNS...cccooeee DNS....coee DNS ... 2888.....coeeee 1444 ... 2 e 13.3%
Stewart Spratt........cocooeeiieiiieee. 2 e B A 18676................. 1437 . 13 86.7%
Mike Lutz (Blue/Red/Yellow).............. K SO 2 e R 21465................. 1431 o 15 100.0%
Peter Soldato.........c.cccoveevreieeeene 5o T T o 15565......cccenees 1415 10 66.7%
Bob Cassady .......ccccovreinerieienineneene. B [ 4o 12349......ccvee. 1372 9 60.0%
Sandy Vitale (White).........ccceevreeenee. CB . CB..coreiee CB..ooirieeees 11966.......ccccveeee 1330 9 60.0%
Herb Cleveland..........ccccovvciiinennnee. R K S 3 e 16608................. 1278.............. 13 86.7%
Camille Butler ........ccoooveovieeeneieeeee. /AT T e S 17573 M72............ 15 e 100.0%
Bill Butler..........cooeoiieiec e DNS....coooiee DNS....ccoo DNS ... M712.iiee M7 10 e, 66.7%
Bob Niezgodski .........ccccovevreenienes DNS...ccooeveene 8 8 e 15333...cie 1095.............. 14 93.3%

DNS (Did Not Sail) does not count against season score, however sailor must complete 2/3 of races to qualify for season.

DNF (Did Not Finish), DSQ (Disqualified) scores as one place worse than last place (if 5 boats finished, you would have finished 6th, will be scored as
7th place).

DNF, DSQ not counted toward minimum number of races needed.

CB - sailor who serves on Committee Boat receives their season average place as of that date - counted toward season total.

Season Points are awarded on Square of 40 system (1st = 40 squared = 1600, 2nd = 39 squared, etc.)

Season Place = total season points/number of races attempted

Crew - Counted toward completed races, Points go to skipper of boat.

Welcome t ywalker Che * Professional
T & Picture Framing
From Design

/)

meg @; Gallery to Finish

62 N. Main, Three Rivers, MI Give the gift of framing
Conveniently located close to Birch Lake! , for that personal toch
10188 US 12, Mottville 269'273'9034
on the beautiful St. Joseph River www.goldenfinchframe.com Gift Certificates Available

(2 69 ) 483-2305 ~Trinkets, Artifacts & Antiques~




— Dana on Drugs —

Don’t skip the directions on Osteoporosis meds!

By Dana Soldato, PharmD

steoporosis consists of a struc-
O tural breakdown of the bone

tissue and resulting loss of
bone strength. Our bodies are con-
stantly breaking down old bone and
replacing it with new bone.

Osteoporosis, then, occurs when
the breakdown of old bone occurs more
quickly than the creation of new bone.

Generally, the first three decades
of life are characterized by bone build-
ing. After age 30 and prior to meno-
pause, bone breakdown and bone
replenishment are equal. After meno-
pause, bone breakdown becomes pre-
dominant.

As a result of osteoporosis, our
bones become more brittle and more
susceptible to breakage.

In order to counter the effects of
osteoporosis, increasing weight-bear-
ing exercise, calcium, and vitamin D
may be useful. Also, limiting caffeine,
alcohol, and tobacco can help to natu-
rally strengthen your bones.

However, these adjustments alone
are typically insufficient for reliably
strengthening the bone. Almost all

people with osteoporosis will need to
utilize prescription medication in
order to fully strengthen their bones.

The drugs of choice for strength-
ening the bones are called “bisphos-
phonates.”

Drugs in this class of medication
include alendronate (Fosamax), iband-
ronate (Boniva), and risendronate
(Actonel, Atelvia). These medications
work to inhibit bone breakdown,
which allows your body to rebuild its
bone mass. By blocking bone break-
down and allowing for new bone to
build, bisphosphonates reduce the risk
of fractures by 45-55 percent!

While these medications work
wonders on the bone, they don’t come
without some side effects. The most
common side effects of bisphospho-
nates are nausea/upset stomach, and
inflammation of the esophagus.

While typically well tolerated, in
rare instances very troublesome side
effects have occurred (and they are
seriously nasty!). When bisphospho-
nates are taken incorrectly, you put
yourself at increased risk of esopha-
geal ulcers, jaw necrosis, and abnor-
mal bone fractures!

Sewsing you fon
ouen 20 yeans!

For an online quote, go o

(’Donnell’s Docks 1ic

Southwest Michigan’s Premier Dock & Lift Headquarters

Sales ana service of all
major docks, boatlifts and
water front accessories.

WWW odonnellsdocks com &

12097 M-60 Junes MI
269-244-1446
info@odonnellsdocks.com
Autorized Dealer For:

EG- <

Opsid

Handyman Repairs
* Roof to basement - inside and out
*Floors, doors, stairways, ceilings and windows
*Siding, roofing, driveways and sprinklers
*Decks and fences; fascia and soffits
* Plumbing, electrical, heating and A/C

Home Maintenance
* Painting - interior and exterior
*Gutters and chimney cleaning & repair
*We do windows
*Power washing, insulation and weatherproofing

Lawn Care
* Spring and fall yard clean up
*Tree and shrub trimming
* Rototill our garden
*Mowing and Trimming

Property Management
* Reliable caretaker
* Fulfills all absentee homeowner's needs
* Periodically checks your property
* Provides second home peace of mind
* Call for all lake property requirements

FIREWOOD AVAILABLE

To prevent these serious side
effects from occurring, it is important
to follow the administration instruc-
tions! To protect your esophagus, take
these medications with a full glass of
water (ONLY WATER, NOT COFFEE
OR MILK), on an empty stomach at
least 30-60 minutes before food or
medications (including calcium), and
remain upright (sitting or standing)
for 30 minutes after taking.

While this procedure sounds both-
ersome, bisphosphonates are only
taken once weekly, and some are even
designed for once monthly use. Plus,
these medications are not life-time
medications. They are typically used
for 5-10 years, and then discontinued.

Further, bisphosphonates have a
“half-life” of 10 years, which means
that it takes 10 years for half of the
drug to be eliminated from your body.
The long half-life of bisphosphonates
is what allows you to take them for a
short period of time, and have lasting
effects.

Thus, the annoyance of taking the
medication will be short-lived and
worth the extra effort.

Dave's Residential Services
Home: (269) 476-2797

Wireless (269) 362-0724
davehardisty@comcast.net

*Fertilizing




YOUR HOROSCOPE

Aries (March 21-April 19) Without any
special sense of effort, you will make progress and
get a lot done. And it couldn’t come at a better time
because you're looking at a career peak around
2018-019, so you have to get ready for this! Get any
further training or education that you might need to
improve your job or enhance your life.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) Since 2012,
things have been tough for you because Saturn was
opposite your sign. In the next few years, you will
learn how to get along with other people’s values
and live with them. Leam to incorporate them into
your own life. You might also find it tougher to get
financial support and help from others, which means
you have to go it alone..

Gemini (May 21-June 20) Even if you
are young, you might feel “old” and world-weary.
One area in which you will notice stress is partner-
ships and close friendships. In fact, relationships that
have outlived their usefulness will end in the next
few years; while relationships that will endure will
undergo adjustments.

Cancer (June 21-July 22) You will start
to feel more of a sense of purpose in your life! In the
next few years, you will put out a lot of effort to prove
to the world what you can do. It will be a time of
heavy responsibilities and hard work. In a way, your
effectiveness as a human being will be tested during
this time. But all of this is for a reason because in
2018, you will have a debut. Ah yes! Now it's time to
figure out how to work and achieve something.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) Like Aries, you will
feel considerable support from the world around you.
Everything will come together for you with surprising-
ly little effort. In fact, you will find that you can rebuild
your physical strength. It's an excellent time to lay
the framework for future. A love affair with an older
person might also take place.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) In the next few
years, you will want to focus on securing a home
base for yourself and your family. Even if you moved
recently, you might move again. The first move was
for a different reason. If you don’t move again, you
will almost certainly work to repair where you are -
possibly major repairs and renovations. A parent
might become an increased responsibility for you as
well.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) If you're old
enough, hearken back to the late 80s. Did you have
a change of residence then? This might happen
again. In the next two years, you will experience
some kind of change in your daily milieu, the pur-
pose of which is to make you “wake up.” This is also
related to a time in your life around 2005. It will be
easy for you to get recognition for your efforts now.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) The last two
years ain't been easy! Learn what is really important
to you. What is it that you really value? If you are
mesmerized by money, you might experience finan-
cial loss, because there’s more to life than money.
Organize your finances as well as possible. Discover
what your real needs are, which might be quite dif-
ferent from what you thought or were taught to think.

Talk With A Live Person

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) You are
now returning to a cycle similar to what you experi-
enced in the late 80s. You're setting off on a new
chapter, as it were. In the last several years, you
have undergone much loss and letting go of people,
places and possessions. Now you are setting out on
a new journey, possibly so new and fresh, you might
even change your daily wardrobe.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) You will
enter a two to three-year window of time where you
will start to dismantle much of what you have creat-
ed in your life since 2003. It means you will give up
people, places, possessions and jobs and perhaps
even your country. Do not think of this as a time of
loss. Rather, this is a time of lightening your load and
getting rid of what is no longer relevant in your life.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) Good
news! Many of the difficulties of the last few years
will greatly diminish. In fact, obstacles that you might
have been forced to deal with will diminish; and in
their place, you will find your universe is much more
supportive, and much more strengthening to you.
Your challenge now will be to leam to work with
groups and keep them happy, and yet, at the same
time, not sell out because after all, you count, too.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) Your hour
has arrived. Partnerships were a struggle in 2008-
2010, but you survived. In the last few years you
have prepped yourself or taken further education
and training so that you could get the most out of
this journey that you are now about to enter. It's a
time of culmination in your life!

- ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.

VOTED NILES
BUSINESS OF

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year!

THE YEAR!

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING

® Licensed Plumbers

® Drug-Free Employees

® Criminal Background Checked Employees

® No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done

® 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

® True 24-Hour Emergency Service

® Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”

©® Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms | MMINUTE

® Longest Warranties in the Business

® Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee
During Business Hours S

———

® Bonus — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

2400 N 5th @ Niles, MI

269-687-7192 nies, v
866'751 -1 470 Toll Free

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net

FEASY) After Hours
' Emergency

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

T“C/@8 Major Credit Cards Accepted

S

55 Yire & Obder

®




BIRCH BARKER FUNNIES

HOW D O The next time you
I LIKE get a call from
MY E GGS p f{ a blocked number

/MM ~ answer the
IN A CAKE phone and say
It's done,
when ur drunk and u gotta but there’s blood
act serious for a second everywhere!

I sold my house this
week. I got a pretty
good price for it, but it
made my landlord
mad as hell.

A Lions fan, a Bears fan, and a

Packers fan are chin[)ing a mountain

and begin to argue over who loves

their team the most. The Bears fan
msists that he is the most loyal, yells
“This 15 for the Bears” and jumps off
the mountain to his death. Not to be

out done, the Lions fan is the next to

COPS ARE HERE!

Just go, save your selft

pmfcss his lo:_mlt}' to his team and
}'clls out “This 1s for Detroit” and
pushes the Packers fan off the

mountain.

1. Open fridge. Nothing to eat.
2. Open pantry. Nothing to eat.

3. Lower standards and repeat.




BLYC Officers and Directors

2015 BLYC Officers

Fred Freihofer Commodore (N)............ 476-9823
cdfreihofer@aol.com

Sue Williams VComm. (S).........ccccc..... 476-8886
smwillia@comcast.net

Deb Spratt Treasurer (N).........ccccceveneenn 476-2113
debspratt@cressyandeverett.com

Mike Sheffieck Secretary (W)................. 476-1849
mcsheff@aol.com

Mike Lutz Fleet Captain (N)........ccccoeuee. 476-2843

mmtlconcrete@aol.com
2015 BLYC Directors

Patty Luecht (E) Past Comm.................. 476-2615
Pgalloway4@yahoo.com

Chas Grundy (H) ......cccocovrriiiinne 476-7062
Chas.grundy@gmail.com

Greg Bolin (W)......cccoovnicciin 476-2420

gbolin31@aol.com
Ed Chester (E).........cccoevrnniniccnrrnenns 476-1010
ed@chesterlawoffice.com

Harold Cranmer (W) 574-264-6817
dhcranmer@yahoo.com
Terry Dugan (S) .....ccoceeeviinnenrieieceene 476-2814
s581122@aol.com
Celia Fallon (E) ......ccccoovviceininnnnencnns 476-1467
celia.fallon@gmail.com
Pam Mullin (N) ... 476-1080
Classegirli@comcast.net
Vickie Rogers (C) .......cccooeeeivinnnenienennn. 476-2383
tvrogers@frontier.com
Rick Russwurm (N).........ccccccecininnninnnee 476-2407
paramountp@aol.com
Scott Troeger (E)........ccccovoeeenrnnencnnas 476-9898
scott.troeger@btlaw.com

DIAMOND CONSTRUCTION

No Job Too Large or Too Small!

All Types of Remodeling
* New Home Construction *

Restoration

Licensed & Insured

Bob Bienz

Free Estimates

269-759-4010
63366 Kinsey St., Vandalia, Ml
email: diamondconstr@yahoo.com

At Tuesley Hall Konopa,

we've built our reputation
providing quality legal services
to businesses throughout the
community. Along the way,
we've learned one universal
truth. Business as usual seldom
is. That's why we work hard

to make sure we thoroughly
understand the unique needs
of each and every client.

This enables us Lo provide
relevant strategic insights and,
ultimately, identify the most
effective solutions to their
specific needs.

@

TUESLEY - HALL - KONOPA 11»

attormneys

UnpzrsTanDpiNG. [NsiGHTFUL. EFFEQTIVE.

574.232.3538

thklaw.com

—

CHIMNEY

SWIFT
SWEEDS

'WAKESIDE MARINE
51305 State Road 19 wakesidemarine.com
Elkhart , IN 46514

Bob Waddle (E)...........ccooovvvemmrrerrrrernnnnnn, 476-2293
sparkybob220@comcast.net
PJ Vandewalle (H)..........ccccocoeeinnnninnnnn. 476-7086
pjvandewalle@gmail.com
Alan Van Huffel (S)..........c.ccccoeennne. 269-244-3487
abec3@aol.com

Phil Vitale (E).........cccooeiiiinnccs 476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com
Sandy Vitale (E) 476-1680

sandra.vitale@franciscanalliance.org
NON-DIRECTOR ATTENDEES:
Jim Bolinger BLYC Homeowners’ Association

Chairman (E) .......ccccovvnveveceerrneeens 476-9737
debo36@comcast.net

Paul Fallon, BLYC Water Quality Committee

Chairman (E) .......cccoeivvvieeeerrneeenas 476-1467

paulf@hrpconstruction.com

Chimney Cleaning
Chimney Relining
Chimney Certifications
Chimney Repairs
Dryer Vent Cleaning

- Ron Colborn
(574) 514-4831

We Keep Your Chimney
Safe and Dratfting Properly

5850 ELLe Dr OsceOLA, IN 46561

3 YEARS AS ATOP-100 DEALER

FULLY STOCKED PRO SHOP
YOUR PADDLEBOARD SOURCE
BOATS BY NAUTIQUE
PONTOONS BY SOUTH BAY
LARGE USED BOAT
SELECTION

574.264.2874

iullgdedl_v__akegm
T
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If you’re going to do it

Stir berry-flavored gelatin and boiling water together in a bow! until gelatin

1,

why not make it fun!

is dissolved, about 2 minutes. Stir in cold water until evenly mixed. Pour gelatin

mixture into small cups about 3/4-full. Refrigerate until set, 2 to 3 hours.

2.

Ingredients:

2 cups boiling water
2 cups cold water

Fill a plastic bag with whipped topping and cut 1 bottom corner of the bag;

1 (8 ounce) container whipped topping pipe whipped topping onto each gelatin cup. Sprinkle graham cracker crumbs

2 cups graham cracker crumbs

onto the whipped topping until fully covered, creating ‘sand’. Arrange bear-shaped

graham snacks on the ‘sand’. Place an umbrella in the sand.

1/4 cup teddy bear-shaped graham snacks, or as needed

cocktail umbrellas

Birch Barker Word Search

NEW WORDS / SLANG IN THE WEBSTER

DICTIONARY

Find each of the following words.

COLUMBUSING
RATCHET
TEXTRUPTION
FROTHER
SHOPPABLE

VAPER

UNILIMINALISM
REQUESTION
CHILL PILL
THREENAGER
CLOFFICE
YUMMIEFUL

USSIE

UPCYCLE
PONTIFICANT
AGENDIZE
LIBFIX
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MANSPLAIN
DOX
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— Camp Tannadoonah —

Nearing the end of the season

e’re nearing the end of the
2015 camp season! It’s hard to
believe that we're in our 6th

session, and have just one more week of
camp to go.

Make sure you mark your calendars
for next Friday, August 7, for the end of
the summer candlelight ceremony! Our
campers will be coming down the water-
front stairs between 9 and 9:30 pm car-
rying their candles. We'll gather on the
pier and serenade all those who come
out in their boats.

Also on August 7, we have our end
of the year Order of the Birch ceremony.
The Order of the Birch is the highest
honor that a camper can earn in their
time at Camp T. They have to be going
into at least the 7th grade, have attend-
ed camp for at least 5 summers, and
complete a list of requirements through-
out the week they come to camp.

Those requirements include being a
model camper, keeping their bunk neat
and clean, doing a service project for
camp, trying each activity at least once,
going to an early morning activity every
day (such as polar bear or morning run-
ning), leading sing one evening, and
writing a poem or song about what camp

means to them. On the last Friday of the
summer, we have a special torch cere-
mony where they receive their award.

If you've never been to a Council Fire or
seen the torch ceremony, please feel free
to come up to camp on Friday night
around 7:15 to see it! We sing songs,
hand out awards for activities, show a
photo slideshow of the week, and honor
the Order of the Birch campers at the
very end. Then we all line up to get can-
dles and proceed to the waterfront for
the candlelight serenade. It’s a pretty
special night!

On Tuesday night next week
(August 4) we will be walking around
the lake and singing. If you're home,
please come out in the back yard to hear
our campers! They love to sing camp
songs for everyone. We usually make it
as far as Niezgodski’s on the west side
and as far as Garceau’s on the east side
before turning back to camp.

It looks like we're going to wrap up
the season with a grant total of 848
campers, which is 30 more than we had
last year. Compared to my first summer,
when we finished the summer with 351
campers, that’s 142 percent growth over
10 years! We've been completely full, or

very close to full, for the final four weeks
of the summer.

This week at camp is our sports-
themed week. We divided all the camp-
ers into red and blue teams on Sunday
when they arrived, and each night’s eve-
ning activity has matched up the red
and blue teams in some form of athletic
competition.

On Sunday night we played “Big
Base,” which is a version of kickball. On
Tuesday night we played a series of
sports stations, including “Go for the
Gold” (similar to ultimate Frisbee), soc-
cer, basketball, archery, and volleyball.
Wednesday night we played a new game
called Circle Rules Football, and
Thursday night was Camper’s Choice.
We also set it up so that the blue team
sat on one side of the dining hall, and
the red team on the other during dinner,
to get them excited for the evening’s
games! It made for an exciting, competi-
tive week!

Hope to see you all next week out on
the lake for serenade!

~Miss Amber
Amber@tannadoonah.org

BiRCH LAKE

CAMP TANNADOONAH

http://tannadoonah.org
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5” Water Wells

Repair & Service
Most Water Pumps

“Promise of Quality

Thomas J.
Mosier

M-60 E
Cassopolis

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008




CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

HOMES FOR SALE
Itis very rare when not one but two premier
Birch lake properties become available at the
same time. Please click on the “Flyer” link below to
view these two strikingly different but equally incredi-
ble lake homes. Please pass along to any of your
friends who you think might be a prospective Birch
Laker. Please contact me with any interest or ques-
tions. See Flyer at http:/www.cressyandeverett.com/
properties/for-sale-or-lease/residential-homes/, or
contact me. Thanks, Rick Doolittle 574-286-0971
Rickdoolitle@cressyandeverett.com

Birch Lake home for sale. 3+ bedrooms, 3
1/2 bathrooms, basement, 104 feet of lake frontage.
Call Bemie or Blair Garceau (269) 476-9862

Birch Lake house on Kinsey St. for sale.
$189,000; Visit http://www.birchlakehouse.com/ for
details.

FOR SALE
Free-standing, maple-finish jewelry
cabinet. Multiple drawers, doors and compart-
ments. Nice piece of furniture. $50 OBO. Call
476-1680.

2010 Nissan Rogue, silver, AWD, automatic,
leather seats, crossover SUV. Loaded with acces-
sories. 33,600 miles. Like new condition. Bud
Zesinger, 269-476-2526, 63184 Birch Rd east shore

For sale Sunrunner scooter For people who

$150.

have problems getting around inside or out .
Call Katie or Ron 476-9317

Two commercial grills mounted on
trailer; 20" x 42" Charbroiler, 24 x 48" flat gril, side
warming burner. Comes with leveling jacks and LP
hoses (no LP tanks). $700. Call Pete at 269-244-
8636. Photos can be requested via email at
Fournpet@aol.com

Boat in great condition for sale. Has 2
chairs that adjust. In the water maybe 6 times.. Wil
thrown in trolling motor and brand new battery. ...
$900 new selling for $525. Be fishing before you
know it. Located in Granger, IN. Call (574) 850-
4259. Carrie

Cups for sale. Blue with
white Birch Lake logo and
straw. Double insulated. Only
about 25 available. $5 each. |}
Call Bad Patty at 476-2615 or |4
stop by 63168 Birch Rd. East
side next to A-frame.

SERVICES OFFERED
Propane Grill Tank Service, $15 pickup/
delivery included. If you run out, | have spare
tanks | can loan to you. Bill Butler 574-596-1343,
or 269-476-9905.

Housecleaning and elderly care. Call
Cam for details, 574-596-1066

Dog walking and babysitting services
from Amanda. 10$ and hour for babysit-
ting and 10$ a day for dog walking. If
interested contact Amanda @ 574-304-
1799 (prices are negotiable).

I do sewing and mending at fair prices - zippers,
hemming, small alterations, and sail repair Also proj-
ects not finished etc. Call Katie/Kathy at 476-9317

MISC.
As an entry in the 2000, 2001 or 2002 (we can't
recall which one) July 4th boat parade we paired up
with Bernie and Helen Weesner. Our boat was titled
“Weekend at Bernie’s.” It was a memorable
trip around the lake. Does anyone have a photo-
graph of this? We'd love to have a copy for our new
house. Thanks, Bernie and Blair Garceau 476-9862

LOST
Hobie Cat paddle for Kayak went missing
from our pier in the cove after a recent storm. It is
black with white “Hobie” on the paddle ends. If found
contact Maureen at 269 476-4176

BARKER CLASSIFIEDS
Classified ads in the Birch Barker are
free to members of the Birch Lake Yacht

Club and $5 per ad for non-members (please pay in
advance). To submit an ad, email it to
Sailorphil@philvitale

Haven’t paid your 2015 dues yet?

NOW’S THE TIME!

Support the BLYC, support our Birch Lake Community!

BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year) Total contribution:

BLYC Associate Member Dues

($10/ year)

Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

Building Improvement Fund

Fireworks Fund

Water Quality Program

Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication

Make checks payable to

BLYC

c/o Deb Spratt
18100 Farmington Hills Dr.
South Bend, IN 46637

Safety Committee
Other non-party related expenses
BLYC Roof Fund

Misc.




DO YOU LIVIE WI'TH A

PAN

INTHIE BU T 17

Maybe you have neck, back, shoulder, or knee pain.

Pain that isn’t getting any better. Maybe it’s getting worse.

Even if you are considering surgery
or have had surgery with little or no improvement,
there’s a good chance | can help.
Chronic pain is my specialty and for 18 years
I’ve had incredible success treating it.
Brad Sandler, D.O.

&

Spine & Orthopedic
Medicine, Inc

Call 877.577.4631

spineorthomed.com

24 North St. Joseph Ave.
Niles, M1 49120
269.687.7246 (PAIN)

3740 Edison Lakes Parkway 2500 Niles Ave., St. 3
Mishawaka, IN 46545 St Joseph, M| 49085
574.255.7246 (PAIN) 269.428.7246 (PAIN)




Putting the

SERVICE

in CUSTOMER SERVICE,
Pickup, Delivery, Detailing,
Summer Trailer Storage,
Winter Storage

SERVICE above and beyond
weaer:

Indoor
Winter

Summer

Trailer
Storage

Boat
Storage

Boat Butler ic

Buy A Boat — Sell Your Boat
We Buy & Sell Boats, Personal Watercraft & Boat Lifts

Open “by appointment” for your convenience

Pre-Owned Specialist

Specializing in pre-owned Boats, Motors,

Lifts and Personal Watercraft
to answer all of your boating needs!

269-476-2222

or text Dave @ 312 399-3688

www.boatbutlermarine.com

Boat Butler lic Cassopolis, MI 49031 201516




we've Gﬂl YOII Covered!

\I\l e Retractable Awnings
.44 for Deck & Patios

e Roll Curtains for
Screened Porches

¢ Boat Covers and Tops
e Canvas Repalir
¢ Aluminum Awnings

WW’Tfings

hion Meets Farction

SALES ® SERVICE © INSTALLATION

s ") Call us for a free
L <= at-home
demonstration!

AWNING

aﬂ‘

"A@ x,M

Locally owned
and operated
since 1985

12291 Bidelman Road @ Three Rivers at Big Pleasant Lake

269 244-5307

www.sunandsshadeawnin



