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Thanks to Mr. Bob (King, north shore) for the great neighbor-heron photo.

Commodore’s
Comments

A

nother fantastic 2018 event in
the books. Thanks to everyone
that assisted with the Spaghetti
Dinner. I won’t steal any of the committee’s thunder, as I’m sure there will be
an article about the evening, but I feel
the need to recognize how well organized
the dinner was, how well attended it
was and most importantly — how delicious it was! Or maybe the most important thing was I didn’t have to cook on a
90+ temp to I have a confession to make
… I’m cheating on my beloved Birch
Lake. As I write this, I’m sitting on a
deck looking out over beautiful Lake
Michigan, watching and hearing the
waves break on shore and enjoying a
huge freighter (?...I don’t know what it
is, but it’s very long and a very cool
sight!).
Next week’s commodore comments
will be written by Vice Comm Angela so

that I can tune out and enjoy this week’s
Lake Life with Eric, the kids, grandkids
and Papa T (Terry Curtis – East Side).
Don’t forget the House Walk is next
weekend (June 30) so make sure you get
your tickets, the proceeds helping kids
attend a session at Camp T!
Also worth noting, it’s just two short
weeks until the fun filled Fourth of July
activities. If you haven’t sent in your
BLYC dues, please do so and think
about adding an additional amount to
support the fireworks – or any of the
other worthy funds. It’s only through
the generosity of our community that
we’re able to put on our own personal
fireworks display, have an engaged team
monitoring our beautiful body of water,
enjoy a building to host events and
equip our area with potential lifesaving
equipment. Please cut out the form in
the Barker, write a check and send it to
Deb Spratt (or you can drop it off if
that’s more convenient!). Thank you one
and all for your support!
You may remember from past
Barkers that I love breaking out in song
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Birch Lake Calendar
June 30 - House Walk, 10 am - 2 pm
July 7 - Fireworks, dark
July 8 - Camp T Pancake Breakfast
July 20 - Ladies Golf
July 27 - Men’s Golf, Noon, Park Shore
Aug 4 - Corn & Sausage
Aug 18 - Fall Dinner (tba)
TBA- Soup/Chili Challenge
Sept 1 - Pooch Parade
2018 BLYC Board Meetings
(all meetings start at 9 am)
July 14, August 11, Sept – TBA

More info as available. Dates subject to
change. Watch the Barker for updates!

when there are lyrics that fit some particular situation I find myself in. While
driving to Lake Michigan, a Kenny
Chesney’s song, “Get Along,” came on.
The lyrics really spoke to me, as I think
they’re very relatable to our lake community. Here’s the refrain that drew

The Birch Barker is always accepting materials for publication. Deadline is 3 pm on Tuesday. E-mail sailorphil@philvitale.com, or put the items in the
stone/mailbox at 63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore). Include a self-addressed, stamped envelope if you want photos or other material returned. To contact
Editor Phil by phone, call (269) 476-1680, or to contact Commodore Karen Curtis-Miller, call 574-261-6712 or email karen.curtis-miller@bayer.com.

— Birch Lake Notes —
my attention and made me think about
the lake and hit home that life is so
much easier, wherever you find yourself,
if you just get along.
Get along while we can
Always give love the upper hand
Paint a wall
Learn to dance
Call your mom
Buy a boat
Drink a beer
Sing a song
Make a friend
Can’t we all
….get along
~Cheers! Commodore Karen
Site for last AED being sought
Birch Lake is in seeking a spot for
the sixth (and final) AED (cardiac
defibrillator) to be located somewhere
near Story Hill on the southwest side of
the lake. The spot for the AED must be
accessible by car, easy to see, shaded in
the summer, and preferably facing north
to shield it from direct summer sun and
heat. Hom owner must agree to pay for
the (minimal) cost of electricity for the
heater. If you are interested or would
like more information contact Phil Vitale
at 476-1680.
AED operation
We are working on getting a train-

Thanks to our artist in residence Duffy Dufor for the great Birch Lake art.
ing session set up to teach basic CPR
and to show people how to use the new
AEDs that have been installed around
the lake.
In the meantime we would like to
clear up something of a misconception
that has come to our attention. If you
are dealing with someone who may have
had a heart attack, it is not necessary to
take that person to the AED, the units

are very easy to move and take to the
person in need of assistance. The first
thing to do in such a situation, even
before you go to get an AED to bring to
the person in distress is to call 911 and
get emergency help on the way. Then
you can go get the AED, bring it to the
person and simply open it up -- a voice
will immediately begin guiding you
through the procedure to use in an

Simply Stunning
Have you seen the stunning
stamped-concrete compass rose at
the Birch Lake Yacht Club?
This is just one example of
the custom concrete services
and products available to our
friends and neighbors here
at Birch Lake.
Interested in a whole new
look for your plain old concrete
garage, patio or entrance?

Birch Lake Notes

emergency.
Remember, always call 911 first and
give them the location of the person who
needs help!
Gaik moves to east side
Ray Gaik, formerly of the south
side, wants all of his friends and neighbors to know that he has officially (and
happily) relocated to the east side and
that he hopes to spend another 25 years
there enjoying his beloved Birch Lake.

Flag of Convenience
Though I’d prefer to fly the Stars
and Stripes, having no permanent light
on the pole, I search for other interesting
flags to fly at Birch. The current selection is the Michigan State flag which
has, per the Wiki:
[...] a light blue shield, upon which
the sun rises over a lake and peninsula,
and a man with a raised hand representing peace and holding a long gun
representing the fight for state and
nation as a frontier state. As supporters,
the elk and moose are derived from the
Hudson’s Bay Company coat of arms,
and depict great animals of Michigan.
The bald eagle represents the United
States which formed the state of
Michigan from the Northwest Territory.
The design features three Latin mottos.
From top-to-bottom they are:
On red ribbon: “E Pluribus Unum”
means “Out of many, one,” a motto of
the United States.
On light blue shield: “Tuebor,”

Michigan flag
means “I will defend.”
On white ribbon: “Si Quæris
Peninsulam Amœnam Circumspice,”
means “If you seek a pleasant peninsula,
look about you.” (The official state
motto). [...]
Other (which, as with the flag, is
easier to explain to many instead of
doing so individually): we lost roughly
half of our front yard when, on Memorial

Day weekend, the temperature soared
into mid 90s while the yard was under
water (cold spring gush was literally
flowing over the seawall). Think boiled
turf. Current possible work-a-rounds
are to install a sand volleyball pit or ...
slip-and-slides. Suggestions?
~Mr Bob (King, north shore)

— Birch Lake Notes —

Celebrating a Life
In Loving memory of Cynthia Ann Ball Hague
April-6-1950 - January-10-2018
Please join us July 6, from 4-6 pm at the Birch Lake Yacht Club. Anyone familiar with Cindy knew she loved her family. So,
family and friends are getting together to honor her life where she spent memorable summers enjoying the lake with family.
Please join us for snacks and treasured stories about Cindy.

BACK ON

TRACK!
By

The

Trac

ks

56951 N. Main St.
Three Rivers, MI
(269)

273-9015

This year Frankie’s has

Done it again...
by showing even more of our traditions. More items
are made from scratch, and we are putting a little more love into the food and service. We added new menu items, offering
healthier choice options, gave the kid’s menu more thought, and are doing
new, exciting specials. Follow us on Facebook to see the National Food Holiday’s we are celebrating. It’s a new twist on our classic menu, giving our
guests something to try in a fun way.

You’re gonna Love it!
Open M-Th 11-10, Friday & Saturday 11-11 Closed Sunday. Daily food & drink specials

Follow us on Facebook at

frankiesbythetracks

Birch Lake Notes
Birch Lake General Handyman Services

Totes Available
Bad Patty Luecht has Birch
Lake totes available at 3 for
$10 or $4 each. Totes are great
for gifts, groceries or anyone
that LOVES Birch Lake!

To get your totes,
contact Bad Patty
(east side) at

476-2615

Need something repaired replaced or
maintained? Let me see if I can help!
Lake references available.

BLYC 58th ANNUAL Birch Lake Yacht Club

FRIDAY, JULY 29
27 2017
2018 -- $70/MAN
$75/MAN
FRIDAY,

Park Shore Golf Club
610 Park Shore Dr., Cassopolis

Shotgun start at noon
Dinner to follow at BLYC

Cocktail hour at
6 pm; Dinner
at 7 pm; Winners
announced and prizes awarded
FRIDAY, JULY
29
2017
- $70/MAN

*Golf prize, dinner at BLYC, Food & Drink coupons included in the price of registration
Please submit your foursome and registration to Chas Grundy, 63250 Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI 49095
Make checks payable to Birch Lake Yacht Club.
Individual registrations accepted. If you don’t have a team, I can match you up.

Must have completed registrations by July 16

2018 BLYC Men’s Golf Outing Foursome Information

Contact Chas Grundy at chas@grundyhome.com

2018
2017 BLYC Men’s Golf Outing Foursome Information

___________________________________________

________________________________________

____________________________________________

_________________________________________

Birch Lake House Walk

Birch Lake House Walk is June 30
Welcome once again to the Birch
Lake House Walk - hard to believe it has
been 3 years! We are very excited to have
6 families who have graciously offered
to open their homes on Saturday, June
30, from 10 am - 2 pm. As always, some
charming lake cottages as well as some
newly constructed and remodeled homes
are included in the tour.
This year we are featuring the following homes: Petty’s and Karceski’s on
the North side, Koscielski’s in the cove,
and Cassidy’s, Stitz’s and Seyfarth’s on
the East side. As always, the event is a
great way to connect with old friends,
make new ones, and invite your friends
from off the lake as well as to see the
inside of some of your favorite homes.
All proceeds from the event are going
for camp Tannadoonah scholarships for

underprivileged children.
As usual, the event will start at the
beautiful Wozniak barn at 63016 Birch
Rd, where everyone must check in to go
on the tour. From there, you will walk
across the street to the first home and
then be whisked away by pontoon for
your tour. The first boats leave at 10
am and run continuously. Please note ...
the last boat tour leaves at 12:30 pm so
that everyone completes the tour by 2
pm. A limited amount of parking will be
available at the barn, so please carpool
or walk if possible. Truly a fun day with
the pontoon boats adding a special touch
that make it a charming event for a
great cause!
Tickets are priced the same as in
years past and will be $15 pre-sale, and
$20 at the door. Tickets can be bought

through Denny Weesner and Sue Williams on the South side, Vickie Rogers
and Julie Sheffieck on the West side and
Cove, and Carla Chester and Linda
Yoshizawa on the East side. Hope to see
you there!

Petty house

Karceski house

Koscielski house

Seyfarth house

Above: Cassidy house
Left: Stitz house

Birch Lake Notes

Ladies’ FUN!!!! Golf Outing
July 20
Diamond Lake Golf Course, Cassopolis
9 am Tee Off - $35 per golfer
Fee includes cart and lunch
Make checks payable to BLYC

Deadline for Registration is July 8
Lunch at BLYC following the Outing
Games, Prizes, 50/50 Raffle

Teams are encouraged to donate a basket for the basket raffle not to exceed $50/$12.50 per team member.
If you want to golf, but do not have a team, please contact Patty Luecht 476-2615
and I will do my best to help you get a team together.

Team Members
1. _______________________________

3.________________________________

2. ________________________________

4._______________________________

*Sponsors are greatly appreciated!!

Thomas J.
Mosier
Waterwell
Drilling
“available”
5” Water Wells
Repair & Service
Most Water Pumps
“Promise of Quality
M-60 E
Cassopolis
Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008

Fleet Captain’s Corner

W

Fleet Captain’s Jibe #6

e had decided the day before
last week’s non-race that if
there was no wind at 11 am on
Sunday, we would not delay until noon
in order to give people a chance to get on
with their Father’s Day activities. As it
was we had a nice breeze an hour before
and an hour after the time we had to
make the call, and had we delayed we
could have raced.
The Skippers & Crew meeting last
Saturday at my house went really well,
I thought. The new air-horn start-warning change seemed to work very well.
Just as a reminder if you missed it last
week, the Committee Race Boat blew
the air horn two short blasts just before
they called out the prestart five-minute
mark for MCs and at the three- minute
mark for the Sunfish fleet. At the start
the air horn was blown for a longer
blast. All the skippers thought this was
a good addition. Here are the rules and
other things we talked about:
1.) Be kind and have fun, and don’t
crash into anybody.
2.) The penalty for an infraction like
hitting a mark or a foul is one 360
degree turn (including a jibe and tack),
and must be done on the same leg as
soon as you are clear from other boats.
You do not need to around the mark
again.
3.) If you are rounding a mark
(buoy) the boats must be on the same
tack and overlapped within three boat
lengths to call for “Buoy Room.” If one
boat is on a starboard tack and another
on a port tack, even if overlapped within
three boat lengths of the upwind mark,
the starboard tack boat ALWAYS has
the right of way on the UPWIND mark.
Rights of buoy room are established and
continue for the full rounding of the
mark even if there is a break in the
overlap within the circle. However, on
DOWNWIND marks room may be

claimed by a port tack boat against a
starboard boat on which it has an inside
overlap at the three-boat length circle.
4.) The Fourth of July Regatta
Races will include three races on the
Sunday before, and two races and make
ups on Wednesday the Fourth.
5.) If you have the Right of Way
over a boat that fails to yield you must
avoid hitting that boat and call “Foul.”
6.) In deciding to continue racing on
a day that the wind is too windy or not
windy enough sail over by the Fleet
Captain, ME, and let ME know your
opinion on continuing or going in,
please. Also, the opinion of people on
the Race Committee boat will also be
considered before the decision is made to
run the second and third races.
Moreover, if you want to, call or text me
before we go out and let me know your
opinion.
7.) We had lots of discussion on the
scoring season system we use and other
systems that may available and varying
ideas of the double points for regattas
this year but could not agree on whether
to keep it as is or to change it, so at this
point we are going to leave it alone for
now.
8.) To promulgate the future of sailing here at Beautiful Birch Lake we are
asking everyone to encourage their kids,
grandkids and neighbors (adults and
kids) on your shore to attend the free
upcoming sailing lessons. Get them off
the screens and motors and into sails.
9.) A reminder of “Barging” at the
start was talked about, and in some
cases it is a legitimate starting technique however, other times it may create a foul of another boat or boats. So
be careful on this.
10) It was agreed to change the
“one worse than last place penalty for
DNFs.” DNF will now simply be scored
as last place.

2018
11) The procedure for when a boat
crosses the starting line early is to simply dip back below the starting line and
cross again.
Starting THIS SUNDAY
Free beginner sailing classes this
summer at the McGann’s A-Frame cottage on the east side. It will be for
adults and kids on the lake who wish to
learn the basics from bow to stern.
Classes will start on Sunday June 24th
on the next four Sunday’s at 4-5 pm.
Popsicles will be. Please RSVP to Pat@
McGannHay.com or text/call 574-5325377, but if you just want to show up
that’s okay too.
Sail on Dudes and Dudettes
~JPM

Sailboats

Always
Have the
Right-of-way!

No Sailing Results this week
(since we didn’t sail last Sunday)

SUNDAYS
9:30 & 11:30 AM
RIVERSIDE-CHURCH.COM
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Open
7 days/wk
11 am to Midnight
69608 Sunset Blvd

Zimmyville (Union), Michigan

ZIMMY’S TAVERN
(269) 641-5317
http://www.zimmystavern.com

— Birch Lake Special —
Birch Lake Yacht Club Spaghetti Dinner 2018
First and foremost, thanks to all the Birch Lakers, Camp Tannadoonah
staff and campers who participated in the Spaghetti Dinner last weekend. It was a fun evening! Over 230 tickets were sold and $1900 was
raised to benefit Water Quality for Birch Lake!
We all owe a huge thank you to the incredible volunteers from the
West Shore and the Cove, as well as so many others from around the
lake. Their generosity and hard work resulted in another very successful event!
Marc Caenepeel led the effort to transform the Yacht Club into an Italian Trattoria — with the
help of many others — including Stacia Andriano, who provided all of the tablecloths and other
paper and plastic supplies, and music from Tom Kuhn to help set the mood. Thanks too to the
Williams and Fallons for sharing the grapevine “art”.
Linda and Buzz Rasmussen welcomed everyone who attended and also led the ticket sales team
— Vickie Rogers, Patti Russwurm, Angela Bergan, Lynn DeCocker, Katha and Mike Machelleck, Sue Williams and Cam Butler, as well as Ronni Eshleman, who produced the tickets.
Katie and Ron Niezgodski were the master chefs for the red sauce, along with Tracy Goodin and
Carol Myers — and Rick Doolittle created the gourmet Alfredo sauce. Everything was delicious!
Led by Tom Kuhn, the pasta cookers Keith Kinzler, Fred Andriano and Jamie Green did an
amazing job — and made sure there was an endless supply of pasta thanks to the Butler’s
propane, water from DuMor Water Specialists and spaghetti from Tom Kuhn. They cooked 55
pounds in record time this year — and had the tent, supplied by Dick Bender, turkey friers from
Rick Doolittle, Keith Kinzler, Gus Eshleman and Jamie Green, and a colander from Al Van Huffel all cleaned up by mid-afternoon!
The servers, captained by the very capable Mike Sheffieck and Vickie Rogers, included Carol
Myers, Bud Hall, Bob Baumgartner, Bruce Wagner, Tiffani Kinzler, Ruth Kinzler, Steve Plaia,
Marc Caenepeel and Cari Reddick. Char Baumgartner and Debbie Runser also did a great job of
warming the sauces, with some help from Charlie Kuhn. It was an amazing group effort, and
together they served a lot of spaghetti and sauce with great efficiency and a smile for everyone.
Next, a big thanks to the salad team, Lynn Caenepeel and Deb Hall (yum!), Carm Soldato for the
fresh Italian bread and Angela and Nick Bergan for their assistance, and Debbie Soldato, with
Cam Butler’s help, for the tasty lemonade and iced tea that was always ready to enjoy.

Eagle Lake Marine
SALES * SERVICE * STORAGE

SanPan, Aqua Patio, Sweetwater Pontoon,
Hurricane Deck Boats, Honda Outboards,
Mercury Outboards, Yamaha Outboards and
MerCruiser Stern Drives

Bubba’s Market, LLC
HAS MOVED!
Under the Yellow Tent
in the heart of Union

Jim “Bubba” Baldwin
Owner

574.596.5752

Eaglelakemarine.com

269-699-5103

South side of Eagle Lake, Edwardsburg, MI

Hours of Operation:
jlbald66@gmail.com
10 am - 7 p m
facebook.com/bubbasmarket
Friday - Sunday
574.596.5752

jlbald66@gmail.com
facebook.com/bubbasmarket

Waterfront Specialist

Serving Michigan
and Indiana

Susie Tucker
Realty
574-320-6697 Cell
269-641-5775 Office

www.susietucker.com
Susie@susietucker.com

Kid-of-the-week Photos
So far this year I’ve printed EVERY photo
that’s been sent in as a Barker kid-ofthe-week ... but we are always accepting
more! Want your kid to be a Barker Kid
of the Week? Want your lawnmower to
be Lawnmower of the Week? Just mail
your photo (with a SASE if you want them
back) to Birch Barker, 63174 Birch Rd.,
Vandalia, MI 49095; put them in a ziplock
and stick them in the stone mailbox at my
home (east side), or (even easier) email
them to me at
Sailorphil@Philvitale.com

660 County Road 15,
Elkhart, IN 46516
574-295-1203
us599@alphagraphics.com
us599.alphagraphics.com

Working in conjunction with Birch Lake resident Rick Doolittle

— Birchie Watch!!!!! —
After last week’s
photo of the giant carp
people on the lake
have been sending
in potential “Birchie”
sightings. After carefully investigating the
photos we have been
assured that neither
of these two sightings
is Birchie. In fact, the
photo at the right is my
granddaughter Aley
and her friend Alexia
... and the photo at
the right is Birch Lake
resident G.B. Heron,
who said he resented
being mistaken for a
lake monster!

269-445-8877

Birch Lake homes for sale

Sale Pending
63276 Birch Road
OUT OF INVENTORY!

LISTINGS NEEDED!
HOMES ARE SELLING

14886 Lake Shore Dr
$395,000
2 bed, 1 bath
48 feet of frontage
Turn Key, Sleeps 12

15100 Lake Shore Dr
$340,000
89 feet of frontage
Enjoy this charming 2 bed 1
bath cottage or tear down
and build your own.

NOW IS A
GREAT TIME
TO LIST
YOUR
HOME!
CALL

PAUL DELANO

TODAY

269-445-8877

Paul@TheLakeLife.com

— Barker Critters of the Week —

Welcome to Jaywalker
Whether it's a formal dinner or simply hanging out with
friends, we make it our mission to provide our customers with
a great dining experience at an affordable price.
Stop in anytime, or give us a call to make reservations.

My dog, Saba, above, gets kudos this week for alerting us to
the presence of the large garter snake (above right) across
the road on a recent walk ...

Want to sell your house?

I have
buyers!
Maybe we should talk ...

Vickie Hall

CELL - 574-849-9957
OFFICE - 269-641-7928

WillowTreeRealty.com

willowtree.vickie@gmail.com

Daily
Specials

Closed
Mondays

Happy Hour
Tues-Fri

Call for
reservations

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville
on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

Your Horoscope

Aries (March 21-April 19) - For the
next four weeks, your focus will be on home, family
and your personal life. You will be more involved
with a parent than usual. You will be more hands-on
with home repairs and home improvements. Family
discussions will take place. Your life will include more
than home and family. Venus in your Fifth House will
attract fun, entertainment and opportunities for good
times! Venus promotes love affairs, romance and
enjoyable time spent with children.
Taurus (April 20-May 20) - The pace of
your days will accelerate as your To-Do list lengthens with appointments, errands, short trips,
increased reading and writing plus a myriad of little
projects. You’ll be keen to talk to others and share
your ideas. You’ll have no trouble doing this because
your ambition is aroused, and this allows you to sally
forth with confidence. Nevertheless, you will enjoy
entertaining and redecorating your home. Be open
to real-estate opportunities that come your way.
Gemini (May 21-June 20) - This week
you will think about your values and what is important. You will examine your relationship to your
wealth and your possessions. Ask yourself if your
stuff serves your needs or are you a slave to what
you own? This is also the classic time to throw a
party so you can show something off to others. What
you want to do is establish greater control of your life
through what you own.
Cancer (June 21-July 22) - The Sun is
in your sign for the next four weeks. This is the only
time all year this happens and when it occurs, it
gives you energy. This is why it’s your chance to
recharge your batteries for the rest of the year! Not
only will the Sun energize you, it attracts favorable
situations and important people to you. You will also
feel a strong need to express yourself. Shop for pretty things for yourself and loved ones. Write down
your excellent moneymaking ideas. Be patient with
disputes about shared property and inheritances.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) - This week you
will feel that something is different. It’s an opportunity for you to get in touch with your subconscious
mind and subtle urges you might not always be
aware of. For example, we often broadcast two
kinds of signals to the world: What is what we think
we’re trying to do, and the other is what we unconsciously really want to do. In the next four weeks,
you will see the discrepancy between these two.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - You have a
popular time ahead in the next four weeks. Accept
invitations to party and to join clubs, groups and
organizations. Expect to hang out with younger people more than usual. Encourage interaction with others because all sorts of random discussions with
people might ultimately trigger something that causes you to change your future goals. Meanwhile,
you’re pumped to work hard. In fact, many of you
are delegating as well as busting your buns. Some
of you are involved in a secret love affair at this time
as well.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - You
are upbeat, fun-loving, breezy and casual. However,
in the next four weeks, you will be intense about
practically everything because you’ll be in touch with
your deepest feelings. You might even feel compulsive or obsessed about something. You might meet
someone who provokes a deep self inquiry into
yourself. Perhaps they challenge your value structure? You will take a passionate stance about finances, especially with shared property, inheritances and
insurance issues.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - The
Sun is opposite your sign for the next four weeks,
which draws your attention to partnerships and close
friendships and makes you see how these relationships do or do not fulfill your wants and needs.
Likewise, you have a chance to study your style in
these relationships. This could be a valuable learning experience. You might also benefit indirectly
because your partner gets a bonus or earns more.
It’s all good! Romance looks swell as well!

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) - For the next
four weeks, the Sun is at the top of your chart. This
happens only once a year and symbolizes a flattering spotlight on you! Since you look fabulous in the
eyes of bosses, parents and VIPs, the next four
weeks are the best time all year to demand a raise,
a vacation, better working conditions, changes at
home - whatever it is you want because the odds
are that you will get it.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - You’re in
work mode and you shine! In fact, you dazzle! You
have high standards about your productivity and efficiency - and you’re meeting those standards.
Because you’re on this incredible roll, you will raise
your sites about your health as well. “Yes, I want it
all! I want to be productive, effective and as healthy!”
This is wonderful news, especially because this
energy will last for the next four weeks.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) - In the next
four weeks, you want to expand your experience of
the world! You can also expand your worldly awareness by getting further education or training. You
want to break your everyday mold and do something
different! Have an adventure! Make an effort to talk
to people from other cultures and different backgrounds because this will be stimulating! Quite likely,
someone will approach you for your advice about
how to make something look better.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) - Lucky
Pisces! It’s play city for your sign for the next four
weeks. This is a double whammy for you because
not only is the Sun traveling through your fellow
Water Sign (which definitely benefits you by boosting
your energy level and making it easy to do whatever
you want, and btw this happens twice a year for
you). You want to get out and have a good time! You
will feel lighter and happier! You might be more
involved with children.

Birch Lake Environmental Data
The Moon for
this Saturday

(At Midnight, US Central time,
as viewed from the Northern Hemisphere)
Illuminated Fraction: 0.858
3.8 days since first quarter

Sunrise: 06:06:13 AM
Sunset: 21:22:44 PM
Moonrise: 17:07:47 PM
Moonset: 03:27:52 AM
Daylight: 15 Hr 16 Min 30 Sec
Temps provided by Steve Quinlan

— Barker Weekly Puzzle —
There are two identical clowns below. Can you find them?

Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.

VOTED NILES
BUSINESS OF
THE YEAR!

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year!

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
● Licensed Plumbers
● Drug-Free Employees
● Criminal Background Checked Employees
● No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done
● 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed
After Hours
● True 24-Hour Emergency Service
Emergency
● Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”
Service
● Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms
● Longest Warranties in the Business
● Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee
During Business Hours
ACCREDITED
BUSINESS
®

● Bonus — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

Major Credit Cards Accepted

2400 N 5th ● Niles, MI

269-687-7192 Niles, MI
866-751-1470 Toll Free

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net

BIRCH BARKER FUNNIES

— Barker Weekly Puzzle —
ANSWER: 2 and 6.

EXPLANATION:
See the 9 areas
circled .
Clowns 2 and 6

are the only
clowns with all 9
areas matching.

~Birch Lake Recipes~
Provided Exclusively to the Birch Barker from Mrs. Ima Foodnudge

Easy beef enchiladas

5 servings
Ingredients:
1 lb. lean ground beef (at least 80 percent
lean)
2 cans (10 oz. each) Old El Paso enchilada
sauce
1 can (4.5 oz.) Old El Paso chopped green
chilies
1 package (8.2 oz.) Old El Paso flour tortillas
1 1/2 cup shredded Cheddar cheese
Fresh toppings, as desired
Directions:
Heat oven to 375 degrees. Spray 13x9
baking dish with cooking spray.
In a nonstick skillet, cook beef over medium-high heat 5-7 minutes, stirring occasionally, until thoroughly cooked; drain. Stir in 1/2
cup of the enchilada sauce and the chilies.
Spread 1/2 cup of the enchilada sauce
evenly in baking dish. Spread 1/4 cup beef

mixture down center of each tortilla; sprinkle
with 1 Tbsp. cheese. Wrap tortillas tightly
around filling, placing seam side down in baking dish. Top with remaining enchilada sauce.
Sprinkle with remaining cheese.
Bake 20-25 minutes or until hot and bubbly. Let stand 5 minutes before serving. Add
fresh toppings (salsa, green onions, avocado,
etc.)

— Camp Tannadoonah —

I

First week of camp complete

t’s the first week of camp! Actually,
by the time you receive this, our
campers from the first session will
be heading home. We had a total of
107 campers this week, and it was the
first time we’ve done check in at our
new Welcome Center!
Thank you to the West side residents who did the spaghetti dinner
on Saturday evening! Our camp staff
loved the food and enjoyed talking to
many of our neighbors from the lake.
And Miss Cindy, our cook, was excited about the leftover spaghetti that
was donated to camp. Thank you!
We kicked off the week with two
very hot days. Sunday evening we
did our opening ceremony for the
summer, with a visit from Princess
Tannadoonah to light our first camp
fire of the season. We all wished we
could take a dip in the lake when
the ceremony was over! Our first full
day of the summer (Monday), we had
a mandatory all-camp swim in the
afternoon to make sure everyone had
a chance to cool off.
This week’s theme has been
“Secret Agent Adventures.” To fit the
theme, we added some special programs, including CSI where the kids

worked all week to solve the Mystery of the Missing Bugle. We also
did a Codebreakers class where the
kids learned about ciphers, puzzles,
codes, and on Friday we set up a mini
escape room for them to figure out!
The crafts activities this week have
been Secret Agent themed as well –
making invisible ink messages, secret
agent disguises, and secret agent ID
badges.
Our staff has been very excited
because for the past couple weeks
we’ve been in the middle of a major
renovation of the staff bathrooms. I
don’t think that the bathrooms had
been updated or changed in 50 years
or more! We completely gutted the
space, replaced the floor, got new
showers, re-did all the plumbing and
electrical, put new stalls up, and
added little dressing areas to the staff
showers. It’s a huge improvement
over what we had before!
Other improvements this year
include adding 4 new paddleboards
for the waterfront, which allows us
to add more spaces in that class each
week. It’s one of our most popular
activities, and we have a waitlist
nearly every week. Having the 4

extra boards means we can open up
16 additional spots for campers to do
paddle boarding every week!
We also got all new life vests
for the waterfront, replacing the old
orange PFDs that the campers never
find very comfortable. They’ve been
pretty excited to have the nice clean
new vests to wear for boating classes!
And our Welcome Center building
is nearly complete! We did check in
for the first week of camp on the front
porch, and now we’re just waiting
to get internet hooked up so we can
fully move in and start working down
there instead of in Main Lodge (which
is quite crowded with all the staff
hanging out in here on time off).
As of today (Tuesday), we have
a total of 898 registered campers for
the summer, and our goal is still 990
for the year. We have a little ways to
go, but we still have openings for most
of our remaining sessions! So if you
have campers who want to attend but
aren’t signed up yet, go to register.
tannadoonah.org to sign up today!
~Miss Amber

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
For sale
Two Birch Lake, South Side properties. Incredible Views. 14948 & 14991 Birch
Lakeshore Dr. 14948, 184 ft of Lake frontage, 2 bedrooms, 2 bath plus office. 14991 3 bedrooms, 2 bath
plus a 1600 sq ft heated garage. Too many amenities
to list. Contact Dick Bender for more info at 574-5968724.

561-603-5522
Motorola Modem: Brand new modem compatible with xfinity. Idea for a ranch with walk out. Best
offer available. Contact Angela 561-603-5522.
60x40 solid oak table with two matching
15” leaves to make table 75 or 90 inches long. Table
pads to fit complete table. Two upholstered captain
chairs and four upholstered regular chairs. Call 574215-5902 or 574-215-3339 to see it.

2 Yamaha Waverunners. Both are 2007.
FXHO has less than 150 hours, FX Cruiser has less
than 150 hours. Both units are 3 passenger. FXHO is
160 horsepower, FX Cruiser is 140 horsepower.
Package deal includes a single trailer for both waverunners, 2 lifts for the waverunners as well as covers for
both. These have been maintained by local dealers.
Complete package price is $12,500.00. Call Bob
Groszek, South Side at 1- 219-384-9291.
4-seater pedal boat for sale. As-is
(though we will get her down from the pole barn for test
rides). Contact the Kings at 476-2128.
Double Vanity Sink with white cabinets and carrara marble top. A 2100
value, your’s for best offer available. Contact Angela

Classified ads in the Birch
Barker are free to BLYC
members, $5 for everyone else.
Send your ads to me at
sailorphil@philvitale.com
If you are in need of yard work or animal
care this summer call Claire Brovold at 1(574) 3233683.
Found
Orange Cat. Avery friendly orange cat has been
hanging out at camp the past few weeks. Seems to be
very good at hunting, but loves human company too! If
you are missing a cat, please let us know! Call Amber
at 574-315-0227

1950s Heywood Wakefield desk
with chair. Solid maple. $100 OBO. Call 574215-5902 to see.

Classic 1973 Century Resorter 19’
Boat. New Upholstery, Paint, Reinforced Boat
Cover, and Carpet, 225HP, V8. $5,000. Power Shore
Station also available with boat purchase for $1,000.
Call Tom Rogers (Cove) 476-2383.

Classified ads

Hewitt Aluminum
boat lift. I do not
know the weight capacity
but was used for a 18’
deck boat. Does not have
a canopy. At the Drinkall
cottage. Call 574-2293455 $900
For Rent
Interested in a unique, fun vacation? Check out renting
the most inexpensive but cutest and best-located
rental in The Villages, Florida at ourhome4rent.com/cjp
Wanted
Looking for a place to rent. I’m Steve,
the new Assistant Camp Director and After School
Assistant Program Director at Camp Tannadoonah and
new to the area. I’m a responsible, non-smoking, tidy
29-year-old. Since I live at Camp during the summer, I
could even vacate during the prime season. 989-4308544
Services
I do sewing and mending at fair prices - zippers, hemming, small alterations; call Kathy at 4769317

Turtle raft - washed
up on the south shore.
Call the Welch’s at 574286-2890.
A kayak paddle washed ashore last week. If
you have lost one, please call 476-2744 to identify and
claim it.
A paddle boat washed up on our shore last
Monday. It is tied up to the Williams’s pier on the south
side. Please come claim it.
LOST
Blue plastic paddle boat seat back.
Contact Grundys on East Side if found. 574-315-0217.

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
It’s time to pay your 2018 dues

Support the blyc, support our Birch Lake Community!
$____ - BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)
$____ - BLYC Associate Member* Dues ($10 / year)

*Associate membership is available to current associate members
and for non-lake residents who wish to support the BLYC

$____ - Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

Total contribution:
$__________________

Name_________________________________________________

$____ - Sailing Fees ($15 / year)
$____ - Building Improvement Fund

Address_______________________________________________

$____ - Fireworks Fund
$____ - Water Quality Program

_______________________________________________________

$____ - Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication
$____ - Safety Committee
$____ - Other non-party related expenses
$____ - BLYC Roof Fund
$____ - BLYC AED Fund
$____ - Misc.

Make checks payable to

BLYC

c/o Deb Spratt, Treasurer
18100 Farmington Hills Dr.
South Bend, IN 46637

BLYC Officers and Directors
2018 BLYC Officers
Commodore: Karen Curtis-Miller
karen.curtis-miller@bayer.com, 574-261-6712
Vice Commodore: Angela Bergan
berganfsu@aol.com, 561-603-5522
Deb Spratt Treasurer (N)....................476-2113
debspratt@comcast.net
Mike Sheffieck Secretary (W).............476-1849
mcsheff@aol.com
Pat McGann Fleet Captain (E).......574-532-5377
pat@mcgannhay.com
2018 BLYC Directors
Greg Bolin (W)............................................476-2420
gbolin31@aol.com
Ed Chester (E)	������������������������������������������� 476-1010
ed@chesterlawoffice.com

Harold Cranmer (W)...........................574-264-6817
dhcranmer@yahoo.com
Terry Dugan (S)..........................................476-2814
s581122@aol.com
Celia Fallon (E)........................................... 476-1467
celia.fallon@gmail.com
Fred Freihofer............................................. 476-9823
cdfreihofer@aol.com
Chas Grundy (H)........................................ 476-7062
Chas.grundy@gmail.com
Patty Luecht (E) Past Comm.....................476-2615
Pgalloway4@yahoo.com
Sarah Petty (N)	������������������������������������������ 476-7068
sarahkpetty@gmail.com
Vickie Rogers (C).......................................476-2383
tvrogers@frontier.com
Rick Russwurm (N)....................................476-2407
paramountp@aol.com

Scott Troeger (E)........................................476-9898
scott.troeger@btlaw.com
PJ Vandewalle (E)...................................... 476-7086
pjvandewalle@gmail.com
Phil Vitale (E)............................................476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com
Sandy Vitale (E)......................................... 476-1680
sv6102@gmail.com
Bob Waddle (E).......................................... 476-2293
sparkybob220@comcast.net
Past Comm. Sue Williams (S)...................476-8886
smwillia@comcast.net
Blyc water quality committee
Paul Fallon, BLYC Water Quality Committee
Chairman (E).............................................. 476-1467
paulf@hrpconstruction.com
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