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piers & rafts

Welcome to the 2018 Birch Barker! We hope everyone had a great winter, and that everyone is ready for an even greater
spring/summer! Please use common sense and caution whenever you go out onto the lake, observe all the rules and laws,
and respect the rights of other boaters on our beautiful lake.

Commodore’s
Comments

H

ello Birch Lakers and Happy
Summer of 2018! If you read any
of my monthly on-line comments,
you know I was not delighted with our
cold winter and cold, wet spring (nor
have I been thrilled with the weather
the last two weekends … boo hiss!). But
I’m putting that behind me and focusing
on enjoying my favorite season of all –
Lake Season! I hope we see a lot of
activity this “official summer kick-off”
weekend with piers and boats going in,
walks being taken, houses airing out,
cook-outs going on and lots of merriment! Let’s get busy having a fun and
safe summer!
We held our first event of the season
last Saturday, May 19, with 77 people
taking time to mix and mingle at The
Rock for the 2018 Spring Dinner. I
want to thank Carol Dugan for supplying us with a selection of her wonderful
Birch Lake photos – the slideshow
offered a beautiful backdrop to enjoy

during the evening. I’d also like to
thank BLYC Treasurer Deb Spratt for
her work in organizing the RSVP’s and
Vice Commodore Angela Bergan for her
assistance with sign-in and set up. It
was nice to hear from The Rock staff
that they love having Birch Lake events
at their facility because they think we
are a fun group! It was a great evening
and truly a delightful opportunity to
catch up with everyone.
Thank you to those who assisted in
the Road Clean-up on May 19 – a round
of applause to you for helping keep our
environment clean. A big thank you
goes to Ed Chester for chairing the
event and getting us organized! We do
this every spring, so if you missed this
year’s clean-up, consider being part of
the crew next year. While I’m on my
thank you podium, I’d also like to thank
Ron Whiteman and Bob Waddle for
their care with the Yacht Club. Ron got
us hooked up with water, and Bob handled the chore of Spring Cleaning.
SUMMER 2018 EVENTS (these
are listed in the Events section of The
Barker and are subject to change, so
please make sure to take a look each

2018
Birch Lake Calendar
June 2 - Commodore/Vice Commodore
Party @ BLYC
June 9 - Porter Twp Cleanup Day 8-Noon
June 10 - Celebration of Life Janet Barr
(Reynolds), 11 am, BLYC
June 16 - Spaghetti dinner
June 30 - House Walk
July 7 - Fireworks
July 8 - Camp T Pancake Breakfast
July 20 - Ladies Golf
July 27 - Men’s Golf
Aug 4 - Corn & Sausage
TBA- Soup/Chili Challenge
2018 BLYC Board Meetings
(all meetings start at 9 am)
June 9, July 14, August 11, Sept – TBA
More info as available. Dates subject to
change. Watch the Barker for updates!

week).
June 2 is the Commodore/ViceCommodore Party (next weekend)! The
party starts at 5:30 and is held at the
Yacht Club. Everyone is welcome. We

The Birch Barker is always accepting materials for publication. Deadline is 3 pm on Tuesday. E-mail sailorphil@philvitale.com, or put the items in the
stone/mailbox at 63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore). Include a self-addressed, stamped envelope if you want photos or other material returned. To contact
Editor Phil by phone, call (269) 476-1680, or to contact Commodore Karen Curtis-Miller, call 574-261-6712 or email karen.curtis-miller@bayer.com.

— Birch Lake Notes —
ask that you bring an appetizer or a
sweet treat to share. Please come and
enjoy camaraderie with your fellow
Lakers…we’re hoping for a spectacular
turn-out!
June 16 is the Spaghetti Dinner at
the Yacht Club, hosted by the West Side.
Make sure you buy your tickets so they
know how much sauce to prepare and
pasta to boil!
June 30 is the House Walk. This is
such a fun event and an opportunity to
see some of the beautiful homes on the
lake.
Fourth of July festivities will be
July 7 and 8. Fireworks will be on
Saturday night, July 7. Our firework
show comes in at a cost of $8,000 … an
expensive event to pull off. There is a
place on the Dues/Contributions section
of the Barker to provide a contribution,
as well as donation buckets at various
events. If the fireworks display is something you and your guests enjoy, please
contribute! The Boat Parade will be at 2
Saturday afternoon. In the spirit of
inventiveness and imagination, there
isn’t a specific theme. If you need a little
help with coming up with something,
suggestions include your favorite
“Summer Read” or “Summer Hobby.” I
hope we have a long parade of boats out
there this year! Since Eric and I don’t
have a boat to decorate, we get to wave
and cheer from the pier. We love seeing
all of the creative talent we have on the

lake and are hoping we see a lot of decorated boats this year. And finally, for
those who don’t want to make breakfast
on Sunday (the 8) … Camp T. will be
hosting the traditional pancake breakfast. Yum!
July 20 and July 27 are the Birch
Lake Golf Outings. Start thinking about
your foursome so you’re ready to sign-up
once the forms come out in a future
Barker!
August 4 is the Corn & Sausage
Roast (my favorite event….I can’t wait!)
August 18 is the Fall Dinner hosted
by Vice Commodore Angela Bergan.
Whew, I think that’s it…we have a
lot of great things going on this summer…hope you all take the opportunity
to attend the events!
GOOD NEIGHBOR / GOOD
COMMUNITY
Please make sure you review the
map in The Barker showing locations for
AEDs (Automatic External
Defibrillators) that have been installed
around the lake. The Homeowner’s
Association initiated the idea and the
BLYC agreed to join forces. We’ve
moved a step forward in helping to safeguard our lake community in the event
someone suffers a heart attack. With
our remote location, emergency response
times can be slow and we’re hopeful that
having access to an AED can bring
peace of mind to our residents and
guests. The AEDs are installed in

alarmed cabinets, so please make sure
to curb your curiosity (or your kids’ curiosity) and don’t open to take a peek.
The AEDs are simple to use, with fully
automatic operation and guidance,
advising the responder verbally and
visually on the appropriate use. We will
be having CPR training and review of
operating the AEDs in the future.
Please stay tuned for future articles
from the AED Committee.
With all of the rain we’ve been
receiving, the lake is high (as I’m sure
you’ve noticed). Please be aware of this
as you’re boating this weekend and
watch the wakes you make. If you
notice high wakes are causing issues
with piers or the shoreline, please consider slowing down.
Please be a responsible pet owner.
This means leashing your dog when
walking, ensuring they stay in their
yard as walkers/joggers/bike riders go
by, and picking up after them. I’m sure
there are folks thinking I’m being ridiculous for writing this. Trust me; I’m dismayed that I even need to mention it. I
love our lake dogs and am delighted to
see them…I’m simply reminding owners
to act responsibly.
We’ve had some turnover at the
lake and would love to get new Birch
Lakers a Welcome Packet. If you’re a
new homeowner, or if you’re a neighbor
of a new homeowner, please contact
Sarah Petty (sarahkpetty@gmail.com)

Simply Stunning
Have you seen the stunning
stamped-concrete compass rose at
the Birch Lake Yacht Club?
This is just one example of
the custom concrete services
and products available to our
friends and neighbors here
at Birch Lake.
Interested in a whole new
look for your plain old concrete
garage, patio or entrance?

Birch Lake Notes
and she will make sure a packet is delivered.
I’ve had some inquiries about the
Birch Lake Directory. Since we had new
directories printed/distributed last year,
we will not have a new directory for this
year. Even though there won’t be a new
directory, you can provide your information to Deb Spratt at any time and she
will keep it organized for the directory
that will be printed in 2019.
Birch Lake t-shirts are for sale…
stop by our cottage (East Side) to pick
up one (or more!). Short sleeve t-shirts
(white) are $12.50 and long sleeve
t-shirts (gray) are $20. There are also a
few white sweatshirts available ($25),
but very limited quantities. If you want
other Birch Lake memorabilia, I have
Birch Lake plastic cups for sale as well
($1 each). Profits from the shirts and
cups will be donated to the AED fund. I
will have the shirts and cups at the
Comm/Vice Comm Party on June 2, so
plan accordingly!
Community is defined as 1) a unified body of individuals; 2) the people
with common interests living in a particular area; 3) an interacting population of
various individuals living in a common
location. In the spirit of community, I’d
like to encourage everyone to share your
news in the Barker. Let’s be ‘interacting’ within our community and share
what’s happening in our lives. It’s fun to
read about what everyone is up to and
it’s also great to see what’s happening,

so send pictures as well! We’re lucky to
have the Barker as a means of communication in bringing our community
together, so please take advantage of it.
Enjoy your weekend….and welcome
back!
~Cheers! Commodore Karen
Celebration of Life
On November 10, 2017 former Birch
Lake Southsider, Janet Barr (Reynolds),
lost her valiant sixteen month battle
with Glioblastoma, a brain cancer. She
passed away peacefully in Hospice in
Jupiter, Florida.
A Celebration of Her Life will take
place at the Birch Lake Yacht Club on
Sunday, June 10 at 11 am. A light
brunch will be served. All who knew
and loved her are welcome to attend.
The Birch Barker
Welcome to the first printed Birch
Barker of the season. The Barker will
be delivered to your Birch Lake home
every weekend from now through Labor
Day - FREE of charge! It will also be
posted online at by following the links at
http://www.philvitale.com.
The Barker welcomes your participation. If you would like to submit an
item for consideration, email, mail or
drop it by my house (see note at bottom
of page 1). If you want your physical
materials (photos, etc) back, include a
self-addressed, stamped envelope. If you
would like to advertise in the Barker,

drop me an email or give me a call (info
for both at the bottom of page 1).
~Editor Phil
King family get together
Memorial Day guests: the King family hopes several of Cal’s buds will be up
for the Holiday (we have a long to-do list
and many hands ...). Cal’s GF,
Elizabeth (Liz) Kramer will be visiting,
having just graduated Summa Cum
Laude from ONU in Pharmacy. With
luck, and weather depending, Patriarch
Bill King will be at the Boat House to
celebrate Memorial Day. Please feel free
to stop by or, wave as you go by.
Recycle fishing line
St. Joseph County parks is participating in the Berkley fishing tackle company’s monofilament recycling program.
Used fishing line will be accepted at St.
Patrick’s and Ferrettie-Baugo Creek
County Parks during regular park
hours. Monofilament line only – NO
hooks, lures, or other debris. Any brand
of line will be accepted if it is monofilament. No braided line or line that contains wire. Please place your line in a
bag and hand it directly to a park staff
person at the office or gatehouse.
St. Patrick’s County Park is on
Laurel Road, just north of Auten Road
in South Bend. Ferrettie-Baugo Creek
County Park is at the corner of Ash Rd.
and Lincolnway in Osceola. For more
information call 574-674-9765.

— Birch Lake Notes —
We would like to welcome Eric & Amy Klein with their 3
daughters, Easton-14, Nia-12 and Melane-9 to the Cove.
They bought our home next door. Amy is the daughter of
Marc and Ilene Golden. They are very excited to enjoy the
lake life here. Welcome to beautiful Birch Lake!
~Jim & Linda Bergan

General Handyman Services

On Birch Lake, boat
traffic must travel
COUNTER-CLOCKWISE
at all times!
Message sponsored by the BIRCH LAKE HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION

Need something repaired replaced or
maintained? Let me see if I can help!
Lake references available.

BACK ON

TRACK!
By

The

Trac

ks

56951 N. Main St.
Three Rivers, MI
(269)

273-9015

This year Frankie’s has

done it again...
by showing even more of our traditions. More items
are made from scratch, and we are putting a little more love into the food and service. We added new menu items, offering
healthier choice options, gave the kid’s menu more thought, and are doing
new, exciting specials. Follow us on Facebook to see the National Food Holiday’s we are celebrating. It’s a new twist on our classic menu, giving our
guests something to try in a fun way.

You’re gonna Love it!
Open M-Th 11-10, Friday & Saturday 11-11 Closed Sunday. Daily food & drink specials

follow us on Facebook at

frankiesbythetracks

Birch Lake Notes

Birch Lake House Walk is June 30
Welcome once again to the Birch
Lake House Walk - hard to believe it has
been 3 years! We are very excited to have
6 families who have graciously offered
to open their homes on Saturday, June
30, from 10 am - 2 pm. As always, some
charming lake cottages as well as some
newly constructed and remodeled homes
are included in the tour.
This year we are featuring the following homes: Petty’s and Karceski’s on
the North side, Koscielski’s in the cove,
and Cassidy’s, Stitz’s and Seyfarth’s on
the East side. As always, the event is a
great way to connect with old friends,
make new ones, and invite your friends
from off the lake as well as to see the
inside of some of your favorite homes.
All proceeds from the event are going
for camp Tannadoonah scholarships for

underprivileged children.
As usual, the event will start at the
beautiful Wozniak barn at 63016 Birch
Rd, where everyone must check in to go
on the tour. From there, you will walk
across the street to the first home and
then be whisked away by pontoon for
your tour. The first boats leave at 10
am and run continuously. Please note ...
the last boat tour leaves at 12:30 pm so
that everyone completes the tour by 2
pm. A limited amount of parking will be
available at the barn, so please carpool
or walk if possible. Truly a fun day with
the pontoon boats adding a special touch
that make it a charming event for a
great cause!
Tickets are priced the same as in
years past and will be $15 pre-sale, and
$20 at the door. Tickets can be bought

through Denny Weesner and Sue Williams on the South side, Vickie Rogers
and Julie Sheffieck on the West side and
Cove, and Carla Chester and Linda
Yoshizawa on the East side. Hope to see
you there!

BLYC 58th ANNUAL Birch Lake Yacht Club

FRIDAY, JULY 29
27 2017
2018 -- $70/MAN
$75/MAN
FRIDAY,

Park Shore Golf Club
610 Park Shore Dr., Cassopolis

Shotgun start at noon
Dinner to follow at BLYC

Cocktail hour at
6 pm; Dinner
at 7 pm; Winners
announced and prizes awarded
FRIDAY, JULY
29
2017
- $70/MAN

*Golf prize, dinner at BLYC, Food & Drink coupons included in the price of registration
Please submit your foursome and registration to Chas Grundy, 63250 Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI 49095
Make checks payable to Birch Lake Yacht Club.
Individual registrations accepted. If you don’t have a team, I can match you up.

Must have completed registrations by July 16

2018 BLYC Men’s Golf Outing Foursome Information

Contact Chas Grundy at chas@grundyhome.com

2018
2017 BLYC Men’s Golf Outing Foursome Information

___________________________________________

________________________________________

____________________________________________

_________________________________________

Birch Lake Notes

Waterfront Specialist

Serving Michigan
and Indiana

Susie Tucker
Realty
574-320-6697 Cell
269-641-5775 Office

www.susietucker.com
Susie@susietucker.com

BLYC Spring Dinner

Birch Lake Spring Dinner
photos courtesy of the
PattiCam

Fleet Captain’s Corner

W

Fleet Captain’s Jibe #3

e would like to take this opportunity to thank Harold
Cramner for his faithful past
service in placing and keeping to large
marks for our Sunday races. He is retiring this year and is turning the marks
over to Tom Cassidy who has generously
offered to take on that job. Thanks to
Tom also.
A special thanks to The Eagle Lake
MC and Laser Fleets for sponsoring and
inviting the BLYC sailors to their 2-day
training seminar at Eagle Lake. The
instructors were Ted Keller and Pete
Comfort, professional sailors from
Melges Boat Works in Zenda, Wisconsin,
the manufacturer of many one design
Scows (flat bottom) sailboats including
the 16 ft. MC Scow, one of boat classes
that we sail here on Birch along with
the smaller 14 ft. Sunfish boat class.
The larger MCs start first and do a
somewhat longer course than the
Sunfish boats who start three minutes
after the MCs and do a shorter course.
They have also invited our MC Fleet to
attend our regatta the weekend of June
23 and 24. If interested contact Jack
Sanderson at: skipjack999@yahoo.com.
Birch Lake sailors are in the boat
prep mode and tuning their boats for the
upcoming weekend racing season. I
have heard that some new sailors are
planning on joining the weekend races
this summer and some others may not
sail as much. Please encourage your
young ones to crew for someone or to
take up sailing themselves. To that end
we are having some sailing classes this
summer at the McGann’s A-Frame cottage on the east side. It will be for

adults and kids on the lake who wish to
learn the basics from bow to stern.
Classes will start on Sunday June 24th
on the next four Sunday’s at 4:005:00pm. Please RSVP to Pat@
McGannHay.com or text/call 574-5325377
Once again our racing season will
begin on Memorial Day weekend with a
mini regatta Sunday May 27 and
Monday May 28 with the best of three
or five races. Three on Sunday and two,
plus makeup(s), on Monday if needed.
So, wax up those boats, fix up those
lines and be ready to rock and roll.
Points will double for regattas this year
and count towards the season totals. If
anyone needs help rigging their boat
post a request for help on our Facebook
page Birch Lake Lovers or contact me
and I will post it. The racing season will
end on Labor Day Weekend on Monday
September 3, 2018 with another regatta
as in the past. The Fourth of July
Regatta this year will be on Saturday
and Sunday (if needed) before the fourth
at the urging of one of my trusted sailing consultants Sandy Vitale.
If anyone has sailboats that are not
getting out in the races on the weekends
and want to get them out there, let me
know and we will look for sailors to get
them out on the lake for the races.
Especially Sunfish, because they are
great training boats and fairly easy to
get rigged put in and take out. We are
planning one day this season that we
want/hope to get ALL the Sunfish boats
out there at one time, so we are all racing the same boat in a TOTALLY
SUNFISH REGATTA. No MC races

sailboats

always

have the
right-of-way!

that day but points will still count
towards your normal fleet totals. We
are hoping the MC sailors could sail
some of the Sunfishes that are sitting on
shore collecting spider webs. How about
those people who use to sail as a kid or
young adult that don’t sail anymore, this
would be a great event to start up again
or to sail just one more time? Let me
know and I’ll hook you up either as a
skipper or a crew. Want to get some of
your kids off of screen time or off the
inter tube behind the ski boat? Direct
them towards sailing … it is a good
STEM related educational sport, that
teaches math, engineering, science,
weather, meteorology, physics, sportsmanship and competitiveness.
Furthermore, it will get them mixing
and socializing with other kids on the
lake.
Sail on Dudes and Dudettes…
~JPM

Sunday is Sailing Day
at Birch Lake, and
on sailing days
races start at 11 am!
Please give ’em a break, and

stay clear of the course
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WELCOME
HOME

2018

Open
7 days/wk
11 am to Midnight

SUNDAYS
9:30 & 11:30 AM
RIVERSIDE-CHURCH.COM

69608 Sunset Blvd

Zimmyville (Union), Michigan

ZIMMY’S TAVERN
(269) 641-5317
http://www.zimmystavern.com

A

— Water Quality Report —

s you are probably aware, Birch
Lake is a member of the Michigan
Lakes and Stream Association.
Through that organization we participate
along with many other lakes in a testing
program through the Cooperative Lakes
Monitoring Program. This is a State
funded group and testing program using
volunteers for each lake participating. The
data collected provides a major statewide
database on what is happening in Michigan’s lakes as well as the yearly snapshot
regarding our lake in particular. Thus, we
test for phosphorous in the spring and late
summer (a primary nutrient in the lake),
chlorophyll on a monthly basis (an indicator of algal growth), rate of loss of dissolved oxygen in the water column (also a
measure of lake productivity and ability to
sustain life), and water clarity on a weekly
basis. The phosphorous, chlorophyll, and
water clarity measurements make up
what is called our trophic index which is
really a measure of the aging of the lake.
Aging will occur, but we want it to occur as
slowly as possible so as to maintain a body
of water that is great for living on as well
as playing in however we choose to do so
(Swim, boat, fish, kayak, etc.).
The monitoring program also has an
exotic plant watch component and a shoreline development component. We participated in the exotic plant watch a couple of
years ago, but also have the lake evaluated
for invasive species as part of our Eurasian
milfoil program from an outside company.
Currently we only have Eurasian milfoil,
curly leaf pondweed, and purple loosestrife.
The milfoil is treated annually and you
will hear more on this later. The curly leaf
pondweed has not been a problem needing

to be dealt with. Late each summer, Bruce
Wagner and crew locate, and then manually pull, all the purple loosestrife along our
shoreline. We are however on the watch
for especially starry stonewort, an invasive
in nearby lakes and very difficult to deal
with, in addition to other exotics which are
making their way into Michigan’s waters.
We would like for you to actually to
look up and read the CLMP report. This is
done in an educational format and provides
not only the data for 2017 but a retrospective of the last number of years for comparison. A good way to find the report is
to go mymlsa.org and click on the MiCorps
Cooperative Lake Monitoring Program box.
From here look at featured content and go
to Individual Lake Reports where you can
find the information for Birch Lake in the
Cass County section. You can also look
up any other lake that has participated in
the State of Michigan. Instead of listing
a lot of facts now, let us just say that the
testing program for 2017 demonstrated
improved results in lower phosphorous and
chlorophyll than in the previous few years.
This is a great trend that we hope to see
continue. Our trophic index actually places us in the oligotrophic standing, which is
great. We have been borderline for the last
number of years. The only sort of negative
is our rather poor standing on Score the
Shore which is somewhat understandable
due to the level of development on the lake.
We will talk about this section more in
ensuing issues.
One note at this time is that the reduction in clarity of the lake as the summer
ensues, is not much of a function of algal
growth. Algal growth does occur, but a
good deal of clarity loss is probably due

Bubba’s Market, LLC
HAS MOVED!
Under the Yellow Tent
in the heart of Union

Jim “Bubba” Baldwin
Owner

574.596.5752

Hours of Operation:
jlbald66@gmail.com
10 am - 7 p m
facebook.com/bubbasmarket
Friday - Sunday
574.596.5752

jlbald66@gmail.com
facebook.com/bubbasmarket

Eagle Lake Marine
SALES * SERVICE * STORAGE

SanPan, Aqua Patio, Sweetwater Pontoon,
Hurricane Deck Boats, Honda Outboards,
Mercury Outboards, Yamaha Outboards and
MerCruiser Stern Drives

eaglelakemarine.com

269-699-5103

south side of Eagle Lake, Edwardsburg, MI

to the precipitation of calcium carbonates
[marl] with the warming water. We get a
grayish rather than really greenish water.
Although we do not have an analysis as
to why our water quality parameters are
improving, we can speculate. We are an
aging lake in terms of residents and use.
Just look at the number of pontoon boats
versus active ski etc. boats. Thus, the
overall disturbance of the lake possibly has
been reduced leading to less bottom upwelling and phosphorous distribution. Additionally last year was a calm storm year
so less runoff from the shoreline. Thus far
this year with all the rain, if anything is
around the lake it will get into the lake.
Please do not make runoff easier to get to
the lake. Plant margins by the shoreline,
pick up ashes from any burning you do on
the road or near the lake. Thank you.

— Barker Kids of the Week —

BLYC officers Secretary Mike Sheffieck, Commodore Karen Curtis-Miller and Treasurer
Deb Spratt.
Barker Kid of the Week honors to John and Tammy DeCloedt , Millie Zelasko
and Sue and Bob Waddle at their “Yearly night out in Jupiter, Florida.”
photo submitted by John DeCloedt

w submitted by Claudia Phipps

Kid-of-the-week Photos
Want your kid to be a Birch Barker Kid of
the Week? Want your dog to be a Dog of
the Week? Want your lawnmower to be
Lawnmower of the Week? Just mail your
photo (with a SASE if you want them back)

Want to sell your house?

I have
buyers!
Maybe we should talk ...

Vickie Hall

CELL - 574-849-9957
OFFICE - 269-641-7928

WillowTreeRealty.com

willowtree.vickie@gmail.com

to Birch Barker, 63174 Birch Rd., Vandalia,
MI 49095; put them in a ziplock and stick
them in the stone mailbox at my home
(east side), or email them to me at
Sailorphil@Philvitale.com

— Barker Kids of the Week —

Congratulations to our granddaughter Aley Vitale-Richards, who just found out she made the cut to be on the advanced
gymnastics team at the Elite Sports Academy in Mishawaka. Pictured at top left is Aley performing one of the more complex
gymnastics maneuvers taught to her by her grandfather!
KOTW honors to our daughter, (and Aley’s aunt) Sanya Vitale (above right), who submitted a selfie she took on May 4 to remind her old man that May 4 was Star Wars day (May the Fourth be with you). Hey, Sanya, I’ve told you a thousand times you
shouldn’t be taking selfies while you’re driving ... PUT THE PHONE DOWN AND DRIVE!

Working in conjunction with Birch Lake resident Rick Doolittle

— Barker Kids of the Week —
The Petty family (North Shore) is
now a family of 6! Ben, Cam, and
Cooper are thrilled to have a sister!
We adopted Leila from Ethiopia in
February. She is 5 years old and
has already filled our lives with SO
much joy! She is learning English
as a rapid pace, and is very shy
around strangers, but please be
sure to say hello or give her a high
5 when passing by!
Welcome to the Birch Lake Family
Leila!

269-445-8877

Birch Lake homes for sale

Sale Pending
63276 Birch Road
OUT OF INVENTORY!

LISTINGS NEEDED!
HOMES ARE SELLING

14866 Lake Shore Dr
$435,000
2 bed, 1 bath
69 feet of frontage
Turn Key, Sleeps 12

15100 Lake Shore Dr
$340,000
89 feet of frontage
Enjoy this charming 2 bed 1
bath cottage or tear down
and build your own.

NOW IS A
GREAT TIME
TO LIST
YOUR
HOME!
CALL

PAUL DELANO

TODAY

269-445-8877

Paul@TheLakeLife.com

— Barker Kids of the Week —
Just so that everyone gets the fact that we’ll
print pretty much any acceptable pic you send
in, we’re giving Duck of the Week honors to
this beauty basking in the rain ... at right, while
landscaping last weekend Cal King spotted a
pair of indigenous garter snakes that were ...
cute enough to be Barker Snakes of the Week,
don’t you think?
photo submitted by Bob King

Welcome to Jaywalker
Whether it's a formal dinner or simply hanging out with
friends, we make it our mission to provide our customers with
a great dining experience at an affordable price.
Stop in anytime, or give us a call to make reservations.
Daily
Specials

Closed
Mondays

Happy Hour
Tues-Fri

Call for
reservations

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville
on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

Thomas J.
Mosier
Waterwell
Drilling
“available”
5” Water Wells
Repair & Service
Most Water Pumps
“Promise of Quality
M-60 E
Cassopolis
Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008

660 County Road 15,
Elkhart, IN 46516
574-295-1203
us599@alphagraphics.com
us599.alphagraphics.com

Your Horoscope

Aries (March 21-April 19) - The next
four weeks are fast-paced, busy and stimulating!
Short trips, conversations with siblings and relatives,
busy errands and appointments plus increased
reading and writing are just some reasons you have
a jam-packed schedule! You also have ambitions to
redecorate your home or tweak your digs to make
them look more attractive. This is why you will love
to entertain at home to show off your clever ideas. In
addition, many of you will buy gorgeous treasures
for yourself, your loved ones or your home.
Taurus (April 20-May 20) - You’re clever about making money and handling your resources with smarts. Therefore, take note: As the Sun
changes signs now, it highlights your focus on
money, cash flow and earnings for the next four
weeks. Be careful that you don’t promise more than
you can deliver, especially in negotiations with
groups or a friend. Your idealism and your sincere
wish to help might get you in hot water. Relations
with others are charming and warm because Venus
will sweeten your words, which means this is a great
time for writers, salespeople, teachers and actors.
Gemini (May 21-June 20) - The Sun is
in your sign for the next four weeks. This is wonderful news because you can recharge your batteries
for the rest of the year! Almost by magic, you attract
favorable circumstances and important people to
you. You can also boost your earnings. Meanwhile,
your desire to travel is heightened.
Cancer (June 21-July 22) - Because
your birthday is approaching, this means your personal year is coming to an end. Use the next four
weeks to ponder this. Think of three goals you want
to achieve. When you define a goal - instead of living your life trial by fire - you will probably achieve
that goal. The next few weeks are a fabulous time to
buy wardrobe goodies. However, avoid confrontations about shared property with someone. This is a
wonderful month for romance.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) - Enjoy interactions with pals, clubs, groups and organizations. Use
these interactions to bounce your ideas off others
because the feedback from others will help you.
Meanwhile in another part of the forest, a secret love
affair is percolating on the back burner.
Nevertheless, be patient with partners and close
friends because Mars is opposite your sign. (Take
the high road.) Your plans for the future are grand,
ambitious and idealistic.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) Because the Sun is your source of energy and it is
as far away from you as it gets all year - you will
need more rest. This polarized position of the Sun
also makes you focus on partnerships friendships
more than usual. If you look at yourself honestly, you
will see how to be more loving and sane. You are a
truth seeking, idealist; and right now, the dance
between Jupiter and Neptune motivates you to help
beings who are less fortunate.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - “Look at
you!” In the next four weeks, the Sun is at the top of
your chart. A flattering spotlight is shining on you!
This is why you impress others even if you don’t do
anything special. Bosses, parents and teachers will
promote you or offer you increased responsibilities.
Travel appeals. Many will love further studies or
courses. Meanwhile, enjoy hanging out with artistic,
creative people. You’re working hard and they
admire you.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - Take a
deep breath because in the next four weeks, you’re
pumped to work! The reason you will work so hard
is you’re suddenly motivated to be efficient, effective
and productive in everything you do. You have high
standards and you intend to achieve them. These
high standards will also apply to your health. When
you have such a strong motivation to achieve - you
will! Fortunately, fair Venus guarantees smooth relations with partners and close friends.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) - The next four
weeks are actually quite fantastic because you’re in
a playful mood. You feel flirtatious. This means
romance, love affairs, holidays, vacations, romantic
dates and fun getaways are on the menu for you!
Meanwhile, enjoy being generous to others, which
means they will be generous to you. Many of you
can boost your income now or begin something that
ultimately increases your earnings down the road.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) Vacations, fun getaways, stimulating activities with
children, sports events, the arts and fun excursions
with the entertainment world will be tops on your
menu. Even your work related activities will be
pleasant because Venus will pave the way for
smooth relations with coworkers. Despite this
emphasis on fun and relaxation, you will be revved
up and ready to go!

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) - You’re
entering an intense four-week period when you want
to improve yourself. You want to be the best you can
be! Increased chaos, and activity at home continue
but you will plow through this because you have
objectives you intend to achieve. Sometimes things
get messier before they get cleaned up. A romance
with someone different or from another culture might
begin. Do grab every chance to travel because you
want to. You will also appreciate the beauty of other
cultures including their arts and crafts.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) - In the
next four weeks, your focus will turn to home, family
and your private life much more than usual. Not only
will you be involved with a parent or family events
more than usual, you will also want to cocoon at
home and “hide” if you can. But Venus has other
plans for you, which is why you will enjoy socializing
with pals. A vacation, sports events and playful times
with kids are on the books. You will also have heartto-heart talks with someone, because you feel sympathetic and empathetic with this person.

Birch Lake Environmental Data
The Moon for
this Saturday

(At Midnight, US Central time,
as viewed from the Northern Hemisphere)
Illuminated Fraction: 0.945
2.3 days until full moon

Sunrise: 06:11:54 AM
Sunset: 21:07:12 PM
Moonrise: 18:12:16 PM
Moonset: 04:54:03 AM
Daylight: 14 Hr 55 Min 18 Sec
Temps provided by Steve Quinlan

— Barker Weekly Puzzle —
The image below shows a pool rack
with 15 billiard balls which fit perfectly within the rack (i.e. there is
no extra space for any of the balls
to move).

pool rack in which there is a small
amount of space between the rack
and the balls.
What is the maximum number of
balls that can be removed from the
rack such that the remaining balls
are still immobilized (i.e. unable to
move)?

Note that the rack above is slightly smaller than an actual/standard
Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.

VOTED NILES
BUSINESS OF
THE YEAR!

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year!

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
● Licensed Plumbers
● Drug-Free Employees
● Criminal Background Checked Employees
● No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done
● 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed
After Hours
● True 24-Hour Emergency Service
Emergency
● Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”
Service
● Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms
● Longest Warranties in the Business
● Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee
During Business Hours
ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

®

● Bonus — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

Major Credit Cards Accepted

2400 N 5th ● Niles, MI

269-687-7192 Niles, MI
866-751-1470 Toll Free

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net

BIRCH BARKER FUNNIES

~Birch Lake Recipes~
Provided Exclusively to the Birch Barker from Mrs. Ima Foodnudge

Slow cooker barbecue ribs

“An easy and delicious way to prepare tender barbecued
ribs without the barbecue!” Just a few simple preps, throw it in
the crock pot and go out and play.
Original recipe yields 8 servings
Ingredients
•
4 pounds pork baby back ribs
•
salt and pepper to taste
•
2 cups ketchup
•
1 cup chili sauce
•
1/2 cup packed brown sugar
•
4 tablespoons vinegar
•
2 teaspoons dried oregano
•
2 teaspoons Worcestershire sauce
•
1 dash hot sauce
•
Directions
1. Preheat oven to 400 degrees F (200 degrees C).
2. Season ribs with salt and pepper. Place in a shallow
baking pan. Brown in oven 15 minutes. Turn over, and brown
another 15 minutes; drain fat.
3. In a medium bowl, mix together the ketchup, chili sauce,
brown sugar, vinegar, oregano, Worcestershire sauce, hot
sauce, and salt and pepper. Place ribs in slow cooker. Pour
sauce over ribs, and turn to coat.
4. Cover, and cook on Low 6 to 8 hours, or until ribs are
tender

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB

!

Sponsored by the West Shore and the Cove
All Proceeds to Birch Lake Water Quality

Saturday, June 16
5:30 - 7:30 PM

Enjoy a great evening with friends!
Dinner includes spaghetti with two sauces, salad,
dessert, and ice tea or lemonade. Take outs available.
Tickets must be purchased in advance

Children 3 and under - Free Ages 4-10 - $5.00 Ages 11-Adult - $8.00
Contact: Buzz and Linda Rasmussen, Cam Butler, Vickie Rogers, Patti Russwurm,
Angela Bergan, Lynn DeCocker, Katha and Mike Machalleck, or Sue Williams

— Camp Tannadoonah —
Happy summer from Camp T

H

appy Summer! Hard to believe
it’s the start of another summer

here at Birch Lake.
We’re gearing up for another busy
season at camp. As of today (May 22), we
have 820 campers registered for camp,
with a goal of 990 for the season. Last
year we had about the same number
on this date, and ended the season with
960, so we’re pretty much on track to
hopefully make our goal.
We’ve had a really busy off-season
for Camp Fire this year! In the fall,
we started a brand new after school
program at Good Shepherd Montessori
School in South Bend, and in January
we started another after school program
site at Cassopolis’ Sam Adams Elementary. Both programs run from the end of
the school day until around 6 pm every
afternoon, so it sure keeps us on our toes.
Last fall we made a few changes to
the staff structure here at Camp Fire.
Since 2011, I have been serving as both
the Executive Director and the Camp
Director. As we have grown, playing both
roles has become increasingly difficult.
Last summer we realized that with the
new programs starting, and everything
else we were working on, that we needed
to split those positions.
So as of October 1, I am the Exec-

utive Director, and Miss Michelle, who
has been my assistant director at Camp
for the past two summers, was promoted
to the role of Camp Director. Her title is
actually Program Director, as she is the
Director for both Camp Tannadoonah,
and also oversees the two after school
program sites.
In June, we will be bringing on a
new Assistant Program Director, who
will work with us year-round, as both the
Assistant Camp Director and the Assistant Director at the after school sites. We
are hoping to have a 3rd after school site
starting next fall.
This spring we also took on a new
project for Camp Fire. As of May 1, our
council is in charge of the online Camp
Fire store for all of the councils across
the countries. That means we are the
source for Camp Fire beads, badges, apparel, books, and other Camp Fire items.
So far this month we’ve already had
around 20 orders, so it looks like this will
turn out to be a great new opportunity
for us.
We’ve been working on a number
of facilities improvements and changes
this winter / spring as well! If you have
been up to camp at all, you will have
noticed the new building that we are
constructing along the driveway near

the Archery range. We’re calling it the
Welcome Center, and it will be the place
where parents and campers come when
they arrive at camp, a meeting space for
our board and staff, a year-round office
for our full-time staff, and the site of the
online Camp Fire store (in the basement). We’re so excited for this building
to be completed in the next few weeks!
Over the winter we also completely
renovated the Wallace cabin, are in
the midst of a renovation of the Camp
Store, added a few new “9 Square” game
locations around camp, and are improving the staff bathrooms in Main Lodge.
In March, we hired a new Facilities
Manager, who has been getting lots of
projects done around camp this spring!
Ranger Bryson will be experiencing his
first Michigan winter this winter – he
comes to us from a Scout camp in Texas
and has never lived somewhere where
it’s cold! He got a little taste of it in
March and April this year, though!
We do plan to have the pancake
breakfast at camp as always, on the
Sunday morning following the fireworks
on the lake. We hope you will all come
up and check out all the great stuff that’s
been going on at Camp Tannadoonah!
See you all on the lake!

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
For sale
For Sale: Two Birch Lake, South
Side properties. Incredible Views. 14948
& 14991 Birch Lakeshore Dr. 14948, 184 ft
of Lake frontage, 2 bedrooms, 2 bath plus
office. 14991 3 bedrooms, 2 bath plus a
1600 sq ft heated garage. Too many amenities to list. Contact Dick Bender for more info
at 574-596-8724.

For Sale: Classic 1973 Century
Resorter 19’ Boat. New Upholstery,
Paint, Reinforced Boat Cover, and Carpet,
225HP, V8. $5,000. Power Shore Station
also available with boat purchase for
$1,000.00. Call Tom Rogers (Cove) 4762383.

4-seater pedal boat for sale. As-is
(though we will get her down from the pole
barn for test rides). Contact the Kings at
476-2128.

For Rent
Interested in a unique, fun vacation? Check
out renting the most inexpensive but cutest

For Sale: Like-new glass top
Hotpoint Electric Stove, built-in
Whirlpool Dishawsher and GE
Microwave. $300 OBO for all three.
Also padded, upholstered, swivel desk
chair $20. Call Phil at 476-1680.
and best-located rental in The Villages,
Florida at ourhome4rent.com/cjp

Classified ads

Services
I do sewing and mending at fair prices zippers, hemming, small alterations; call
Kathy at 476-9317

Classified ads in the Birch Barker are
free to BLYC members, $5 for everyone
else. Send your ads to me at sailorphil@philvitale.com

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
It’s time to pay your 2018 dues

It’s a new year!

Support the blyc, support our Birch Lake Community!
$____ - BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)
$____ - BLYC Associate Member* Dues ($10 / year)

*Associate membership is available to current associate members
and for non-lake residents who wish to support the BLYC

$____ - Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

Total contribution:
$__________________

Name_________________________________________________

$____ - Sailing Fees ($15 / year)
$____ - Building Improvement Fund

Address_______________________________________________

$____ - Fireworks Fund
$____ - Water Quality Program

_______________________________________________________

$____ - Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication
$____ - Safety Committee
$____ - Other non-party related expenses
$____ - BLYC Roof Fund
$____ - BLYC AED Fund
$____ - Misc.

Make checks payable to

BLYC

c/o Deb Spratt, Treasurer
18100 Farmington Hills Dr.
South Bend, IN 46637

BLYC Officers and Directors
2018 BLYC Officers
Commodore: Karen Curtis-Miller
karen.curtis-miller@bayer.com, 574-261-6712
Vice Commodore: Angela Bergan
berganfsu@aol.com, 561-603-5522
Deb Spratt Treasurer (N)....................476-2113
debspratt@comcast.net
Mike Sheffieck Secretary (W).............476-1849
mcsheff@aol.com
Pat McGann Fleet Captain (E).......574-532-5377
pat@mcgannhay.com
2018 BLYC Directors
Greg Bolin (W)............................................476-2420
gbolin31@aol.com
Ed Chester (E)	������������������������������������������� 476-1010
ed@chesterlawoffice.com

Harold Cranmer (W)...........................574-264-6817
dhcranmer@yahoo.com
Terry Dugan (S)..........................................476-2814
s581122@aol.com
Celia Fallon (E)........................................... 476-1467
celia.fallon@gmail.com
Fred Freihofer............................................. 476-9823
cdfreihofer@aol.com
Chas Grundy (H)........................................ 476-7062
Chas.grundy@gmail.com
Patty Luecht (E) Past Comm.....................476-2615
Pgalloway4@yahoo.com
Sarah Petty	������������������������������������������������ 476-7068
sarahkpetty@gmail.com
Vickie Rogers (C).......................................476-2383
tvrogers@frontier.com
Rick Russwurm (N)....................................476-2407
paramountp@aol.com

Scott Troeger (E)........................................476-9898
scott.troeger@btlaw.com
PJ Vandewalle (E)...................................... 476-7086
pjvandewalle@gmail.com
Phil Vitale (E)............................................476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com
Sandy Vitale (E)......................................... 476-1680
sv6102@gmail.com
Bob Waddle (E).......................................... 476-2293
sparkybob220@comcast.net
Past Comm. Sue Williams (S)...................476-8886
smwillia@comcast.net
Blyc water quality committee
Paul Fallon, BLYC Water Quality Committee
Chairman (E).............................................. 476-1467
paulf@hrpconstruction.com
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