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It’s that time of year ...

thanks to Mr. Bob (King, north side) for the end-of-season foggy morning photo.

COMMODORE'’S

COMMENTS

Well, this is the last printed barker
for the Summer 2018. After this week,
you can read the online version of the
Barker. What a beautiful week followed
by a soggy weekend.

I got a chance on Sunday to catch
up with Ex-Commodore Karen. On
Wednesday, I got a chance to talk with
New Vice Commodore Pat McGann. All
I can say is we are lucky to have such
great people invested in the well-being
of the lake.

Thursday was a beautiful day as
well; the weather could not have been
better this week until Sunday which
was steamy. Sunday was a weird day
with the Fog, I woke up to see that I
couldn’t see at all! The fog cleared and
the sun came out to give us a beautiful
day. Just another reminder of how for-

tunate we are to get to live in this para-
dise.

Which brings me to Dues, don’t for-
get to get your Dues to Mrs. Deb Spratt.
Next Year we have some great ideas
planned to help all of us stay informed
about the different events around the
lake. We had some great ideas from
many Birch Lakers, one includes a chart
showing our Fireworks fund to let you
know how much more money we need.
For instance, we are still $100 short for
the funds for the 2018 Fireworks. Some
great ideas suggested included letting
everyone know the budget for Fireworks
next year, the money we raise for water
quality, and the cost of treatments and
more. Please keep your ideas coming as
I appreciate the enthusiasm!

Lastly, be on the lookout as the
Pooch Parade is right around the corner.
This fun event will have doggies barking
and kittens blushing. Who can resist a
cute dog dressed like a flower pot, or
better known as a Pug-gonia! Or a cute

Birch Lake Calendar

Sept 1 - Pooch Parade

Sept 2 - Sunday Night Flotilla, 6 pm

Sept 8 - Season Sailing Awards, Bad
Patty’s Flamingo Room, 1 pm

Oct 20 - Soup/Chili Challenge, 5:30 pm

May 11, 2019 - Spring Dinner

2018 BLYC Board Meetings
Sept. 15-9 am, BLYC

little dachshund dressed like a martini

.. A Cocktail Wienie! What about a
Chocolate Labrador dressed in a white
jacket ... A lab partner! Just a few ideas
for all of you in preparation for the
Pooch Parade.

In October, there will be a Chili/
Soup Cook Off hosted by Pat McGann.
Be on the lookout for more details in the
online Barker. He picked a great week-

The Birch Barker is always accepting materials for publication. Since this is the last Barker of the year, the deadline is irrelevant. E-mail materials to sailor-

phil@philvitale.com, mail them to me or put the items in the stone mailbox at 63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore).

To contact Editor Phil by phone, call (269) 476-1680. To contact Commodore Angela Bergan, call 561-603-5522 or email berganfsu@aol.com.



— Birch Lake Notes —

end for all you Golden Domers and
selected Notre Dame’s bye week.
Contact Pat if you would like to volun-
teer to help him out, setting up tables
and clean up!

There are some great winter events
coming up, so please be sure to tune into
the online Birch Barker to stay aware of
how you can still enjoy the lake during
the winter!

I am also proud to announce; the
Spring Dinner will be the Luau at the
Lake. Now you have all winter to find
the perfect Hawaiian shirt. An award for
the best dressed couple will be present-
ed. Make sure you mark your calendar
for May 11, 2018 for the Spring Dinner a
flyer will be sent out soon.

Enjoy the remaining days of the
summer and have an awesome Labor
Day Weekend! Make sure you obey the
lake rules especially on Labor Day, and
share the information with your guest to
keep everyone safe. Also, be kind to one
another and live your best life every day.

~Commodore Angela Bergan

Sunday Night Flotilla

Due to the past successful flotillas,
let’s do it again on Sunday Sept. 2, at 6
pm. Meet in the middle with your boat.
Bring an Appetizer. Boats will be tied
together ,and we will walk from boat to
boat sharing food and camaraderie. Look
for the boats in the middle! Adults only!
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Thanks to our Birch Lake Artist in Residence Duffy Dufor for the art!

Old friends to visit

As the Labor Day Holiday approach-
es we look forward to old friends (the
friendship is old, the friends, uhm, err)
including: Ric and Lisa Dwenger
(Muncie); Chuck, Karen and Sarah
Elizabeth Horn (Carmel); and all of Cal’s
buds who can attend (TBD). Apologies
in advance for the noise.

~Bob and Leslie King

Have you seen the stunning
stamped-concrete compass rose at
the Birch Lake Yacht Club?

This is just one example of
the custom concrete services
and products available to our
friends and neighbors here

at Birch Lake.

Interested in a whole new
look for your plain old concrete
garage, patio or entrance?

Call us today!

Lutz Concrete

SW Michigan’s FLATWORK experts

17050 M-86 — Three Rivers, MI
mmtlconcrete@aol.com

(269) 279-7973

Giveaways planned

The First Church of God, 21083
Spencer Rd. in Cassopolis will hold it’s
annual “Warming Hearts and Hands”
giveaway on Nov. 9, from 10 m to noon
in the Hardings, Cassopolis, parking lot.
The church will also host the
Compassion Cupboard food give away
on Nov. 16, and Dec. 20, from 9 am to 11
am.




Birch Lake Notes

The last Barker of the year

This is the last printed Birch Barker
of the year. Our thanks to everyone who
has helped this year, including (but not
limited to) all of the advertisers, all of
our editorial contributors (the commo-
dore and vice commodore, Patti
Russwurm, Pat McGann, Bob King,
Amber Grundy, Dan and Sharon
Waxman, all of the Kids of the Week,
and all of our neighbors who sent in fun-
nies or snippets. Thanks to the produc-

& Sue Waddle, Stu Spratt, Alpha
Graphics, and all of our neighbors who
delivered the Barker to our homes all
summer long.

Assuming the Yacht Club board of
directors approves, we will produce and
distribute the Online Birch Barker
every month beginning in October
(watch your email for deliver info ... if
you’re not signed up to receive it but
would like to get it monthly, send your
email address to onlinebarker@gmail.

tion and distribution crew, including Bob  com).

WELCOME
HOME
F N
z Open
- 7 days/wk
SUNDAYS W'/jf Aiw \S’I\Nﬁw 11 am to Midnight
0:30 & 11:30 AM 09008 Suns;i:cl MY'S _FR“‘“;VE sﬁ) Michigan
RlVERS|DE_CHURCHCOM http://W\(fv?/.gz)irgér‘r?;:tsaLZrn.com

BACK ON
TRACK!

56951 N. Main St.
Three Rivers, Ml

269) 2'73-9015
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This year Frankie’s has

By showing even more of our traditions. More items
are made from scratch, and we are putting a lit-

tle more love into the food and service. We added new menu items, offering
healthier choice options, gave the kid’s menu more thought, and are doing
new, exciting specials. Follow us on Facebook to see the National Food Hol-
iday’s we are celebrating. It’s a new twist on our classic menu, giving our
guests something to try in a fun way.

YOU’RE GONNA LOVE IT!

Open M-Th 11-10, Friday & Saturday 11-11 Closed Sunday. Daily food & drink specials

Follow us on Facebook at frankiesbythetracks




L FLEET CAPTAIN’S CORNER |

Fleet Captain’s Gibe #17
by J. Patrick McGann

he ALL SUNFISH RACES were
I finally able to happen Saturday,

after two reschedules, with
enough wind to sail, and sail we did. It
was the very best wind for sailing all
summer long. We were all having so
much fun, after a little confusion about
the starting time we went for five races
once all the boats got out there. They
were such quick races that we still fin-
ished before 1:30 pm. It did bring out
some new and less-frequent skippers so
it was a success and did what it was
suppose to do. There were no losers that
day (we were all winners), but Stewart
Spratt finished before everyone in a four
of the five races, and I was first over the
finish line in one race. Way to go
Stewart!

I do want to welcome from down-
town Chicago, Steve and his lovely wife
Jackie Frew to the sailing ranks of the
BLYC. Thanks Steve for bringing a lit-
tle of that wind from the Windy City

along with you Saturday. Steve, who is
a soon-to-be-retired lawyer, and Jackie
are East Side residents, and Steve is
looking forward to an increased opportu-
nity to put his advanced sailing skills to
practice here on Sundays next year.

We had a small get together over at
the East Side Sailing Club after the
races, it turned out to be kind of like a
welcoming party for the Frews, with
some of Herb Cleveland’s good home-
made wine and a little beer.

Sunday’s races were a bit slower
than Saturday. We didn’t think we
would have enough wind to complete
any races but we ended up after an hour
delay getting in two races.

Unfortunately, we did not have
enough MCs to do an official race. We
must have at least three boats and our
MC fleet is suffering a decline in skip-
pers participating. Thanks again to
Tom Cassady, Bad Patty and all the
Race Committee Boat Crew: Phil and
Sandy Vitale, Wild Bill Luecht, and
Michele Barnhart for doing double duty
this weekend.

This Big Labor Day Weekend
Regatta will be Saturday and
Sunday, hoping for five races with
make ups on Monday. Watch for the
Yellow marks to go out and keep check-
ing the Birch Lake Lovers Facebook
page and the Sailors Group Texts for up
to the minute info on start times. Also,
The Luecht Family (East Side) has
offered to host the end of the season
Sailors Awards Party at Noon on
Saturday Sept 8.

Please become a member of the
BLYC. “It’s for the good of our lake!” If
you don’t know if you have already paid
your 2018 dues or not, shoot Deb Spratt
a text or call her at 574-276-8783.

Sail on Dudes and Dudettes

~JPM

2018 BLYC Season Sailing Results

RACe ... 27 s 28....ciene Total ........ Point..... Captain’s .. Points .....Average.......... Races .....Total
Date ..o 26-Aug....26-Aug......... Points .... Average.....Bonus... w/bonus .. w/bonus ....... Finished...........
MC Races: 24
O
Barb Cassady #2506 ...........ccoierrenrieeeeeeee e 32427.....1544 14 ....... 1521 ... 33948...... 1616.57 ............. 21 88%
Scott Troeger #14809.......cooo s 37154.....1548.08....... 1600 ....... 38754...... 1614.75............ 24........ 100%
Phil Vitale #500.........ccoiiee e 26008......1444.89....... 1444 ... 27452...... 152511 ............ 18 75%
Bill Luecht #1579 ... . 26765......1408.68....... 1369 ....... 28134...... 1480.74 ............. 19.....c.e. 79%
Maggie CasSady .......ccocereeereeerierereeieee e 2888....... 1444.00.......cconeeeene. 2888....... 1444.00.............. 2 8%
o] 40 177 o YR 1444....... 1444.00......ccconeeeene. 1444 ....... 1444.00.............. T 4%
Bob King #1199 ... 9962....... 142314 9962....... 142314 .............. [ 29%
R TE 1L o .
Sunfish Races: 26

Peter Soldato........ccoooreiieieees T L 38444 .....1537.76....... 2969 ....... 41413...... 1656.52 ............. 25.......... 96%
Rick Russwurm (Green/BlUe).........cccoveuereeereeaereeaerenenecseeesieens 34711 ... 1509.17....... 2890 ........ 37601...... 1634.83............. 23......... 82%
Pat McGann.........occoveeeieneieeeeeeee, 2 2 39989......1428.18....... 3121 ... 43110...... 153964 ............. 28........ 100%
Herb Cleveland...........cccooooioiiinicneene. K SRS K S 36849......1316.04....... 2888 ....... 39737...... 141918 ............. 28........ 100%
Bob NiezgodskKi .........ccocvereoeneeriecnes S L T 22313......1239.61....... 2592 ....... 24905...... 1383.61............. 18 64%
Stewart Spratt....... ..o 26051....... 13711 e, 26051....... 137111 o 19..e 68%
Steve FreW.... .o 4 . S 2738....... 1369.00......cccoeieereeene. 2738....... 1369.00.............. 2 7%
Mike Lutz (Blue/Red/YEllow)........ccoorireieeeeeeeeeee e 16381...... 1365.08......cccviereen 16381...... 1365.08.............. 12......... 43%
Jeff WallS.......oee e 20366......1198.00....... 2450 ....... 22816...... 134212............. 17 61%
F N 1)V I o =T T= R 7504 ....... 1250.67 ..o, 7504 ....... 1250.67 .............. ST 21%
Bill BUtler.........ccoeoeieeeceec e R 13371...... 1215.55. e 13371...... 1215.55............. Mo 39%
Chris SCOfield......eeuieeeieeeee e 3474 ....... 1158.00.....ccoeeeeernee 3474 ....... 1158.00 .............. S 1%
Camille Butler ..., T e | S 22407 ......1120.35....cee 22407 ...... 1120.35 ............. 20.......... 71%
Stephen (Cam’s brother-in-law)..........ccooevvvivivienesececececee 1089....... 1089.00......cccoereerecne 1089....... 1089.00.............. T 4%

DNS (Did Not Sail) does not count against season score, however sailor must complete 2/3 of races to qualify for season; DSQ (Disqualified) scores as one place
worse than last place (if 5 boats finished, you would have finished 6th, will be scored as 7th place); DSQ not counted toward minimum number of races needed;
DNF (Did Not Finish), scored as last place; CB - sailor who serves on Committee Boat receives their season average place as of that date - counted toward
season total; Season Points are awarded on Square of 40 system (1st = 40 squared = 1600, 2nd = 39 squared, etc.); Season Place = total season points/number
of races attempted; Crew - Counted toward completed races, Points go to skipper of boat.



— Water Quality Report —

Imagine the potential
quality of the lake in the
absence of us interlopers. Our
primary affect on the lake is
through the extensive modifi-
cation of the shoreline and our
“improved” land nearby, with
the extensive building of im-
permeable structures, roads,
houses, driveways, patios,
etc. Additionally, by clearing
the path to the lake all the
increased runoff from these
surfaces makes its way to the
lake carrying any debris, dirt,
oils, dog poop remains, excess
fertilizer and weed Kkiller etc.
Ironically, although we love
the lake and want it to be as
pristine as possible, we are its
own worst enemy as well. So
let’s repeat the mantra that “if
it’s around the lake it will get
into the lake.” The extent to
which and the speed at which
this occurs however and the
degree that it will cause an
impact is somewhat up to us.
For these reasons, we offer
a few basic reminders as we
get into cleanup time, new
landscape time, preparations
for winter time, etc:

Do not burn around the
lake unless you can be sure to
confine the ashes from water
runoff, or sweep them up when
cold and dispose properly.

Remember, ashes basically
represent instant fertilizer
and minerals for the growth of
algae.

Do not sweep, rake, or
otherwise deliberately dispose
of leaves or grass clippings
into the lake. As it decays,
this material also increases
the growth of algae. Try to
haul leaves etc. to a location
outside of the lake basin if
possible.

If you must fertilize make
sure you use a non-phospho-
rous containing fertilizer, and
only use a minimal amount,
and as far away from the
shoreline as possible. Read
the label.

If doing new landscaping,
do not add hardscape to the
property. Use ground cover
where possible that slows the
flow of rainwater, construct a
dry creek bed where you have
distinct water flow, or put in
a little rain garden where you
see water flow.

Build a little buffer of tall-
er, deeper rooted native plants
at the water’s edge, (or right
above your seawall). Even a
foot or two of plantings will
sort of hold up the overflow of
water and absorb or stop some
of the junk in the flowing wa-
ter before it reaches the lake.

APOLLO | Verr
MARINE

South side of Gravel Lake
15355 96th Avenue, Lawton, Mi 40065

269-423-611

1-888-BOAT

Pontoon
Boats!

We
service
all lakes!

OPEN 70U
I eason!

If you have never been
here for a big rain you may
ask yourself “why the worry?”
If so, and you happen to be
around when we get a big rain,
go outside and you will easily
observe the rationale for the
comments above.

We have been doing the
water testing for phospho-
rous, chlorophyll, clarity, and
dissolved oxygen in the water
column all summer and will
be submitting all samples for
analysis in September. After

we receive the results next
Spring, we will ensure that all
residents have access to the
report that is generated so as
to see how we stack up year to
year. We on the water quality
committee thank everyone for
their individual attention to
what they can do to help keep
the quality of Birch Lake at
its highest level so that we
can all enjoy these waters for
many years to come. If we are
smart, that should be a couple
of hundred years at the least.

General Handyman Services

Need something repaired replaced or
maintained? Let me see if | can help!
Lake references available.

i McGann Hay "

FUNERALS | CREMATIONS | GATHERINGS
SINCE 1842

Granger Chapel
- Large Rooms - Chidren's Room
~ Spacious Cafe/Lounge

Ll

74-232-1411
WWW Tcganniiay com

“The perfect location between
Michigan and Indiana”

Pat & Tessa McGann, Birch Lake Residents, Eastside



— Water Quality Report —

Purple Loosestrife on BlrchLake

he Birch Lake Water Quality
I Committee started the Purple

Loosestrife Management Pro-
gram in 2000. The Program has been
very effective. In 2000 we had 10 sites
located on all shores of the lake, some
of which were very dense. We continue
to monitor for Purple Loosestrife each
year and remove the plants that we
find. The Plants bloom toward the end
of July and into September.

If you see, or suspect you see the
plant, please call Bruce Wagner, our
Water Quality committee Purple
Loosestrife Specialist (Cottage 269-
476-2090 or Cell 574-286-7183) or any

member of the Water Quality Commit-

tee to have it checked out.

This year Purple Loosestrife was
removed from four sites by Bruce and
some of the affected property own-
ers. Thank you. We typically find the
Loosestrife each year in four or five
locations and the volume of plants at
each site has diminished.

What is it?

Purple Loosestrife is a plant that
was accidentally introduced to the
United States and distributed as an
ornamental. It is most easily identi-
fied during the flowering season. This

spiked-shaped purple pinkish flower
can be seen above the water level in
ditches, streams, rivers, lakes and
other moist shallow water sites. This
plant is an upright hardy perennial
four to eight feet tall and most often
found in groups.

Effects:

Purple Loosestrife invades marsh-
es, ditches and lakeshores quickly
replacing native wetland plants. These
plants form dense stands that wildlife
cannot use for food or cover.

Spread:

Purple Loosestrife will grow from
the roots of an established plant,
however the plants spread mainly by
seed. Having up to 300,000 per stalk,
these tiny seeds can live in the soil
and water for many years and can be
transported great distances by hu-
mans, animals and water.

Management (Eradication)

Once the plant becomes easily
evident (in mid-July) but before it goes
to seed (in early September), Specialist
Wagner will slowly tour the lake in
his pontoon boat and with binoculars
searching for purple loosestrife, usu-
ally about four times per season. You

will recognize his pontoon boat by the
Purple Loosestrife banner hanging on
the side. If seen, he will later return
from shore in waders and pull each
plant (by its roots), bag and properly
dispose of it.

If you are interested in helping,
please give Bruce a call. He would
probably enjoy the company.

To see what it looks like just enter
Purple Loosestrife Michigan in your
browser.

M-60 E

5” Water Wells

Repair & Service
Most Water Pumps

“Promise of Quality

Cassopolis

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008

Enjoy the moment...
Thomas J.
Mosier

UNION

INSURANCE AGENCY, LLC

SUE MCCAMMON
CrwenastAgont

L ¥

PO. Box T4

“For all your M1 and IN Insurance needs”
Personal and Commercial

15478 LLS. 12 jnest 10 pout olfics)

L ITHEG'T 5A46T VOMURRSELF SOM0F W WEY!
266415095
suiflunioning. nel BOOBEE-40095
www. unioning. nel Fax 2E5/641-5T8T

Unicn, M1 49130

Auto-Owners

LIFE

INSURANCE

+ BUSINESS

* HOME - CAR




Jeannie and Patrick Welchs’ (south shore) grandkids were at Birch Lake for a fun filled week of tubing, swimming, skiing, fish-
ing, unicorn riding, and s’mores. Harlowe (8 yrs old) Hudson (4 ) and Oliver (6) said they can’t wait to come back to Neenie

and Popo’s!

Welcome to Jaywalker

“qlrllltl

i

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville
on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

alphagraphics

GET NOTICED.
GET BUSINESS.

660 County Road 15,
Elkhart, IN 46516
574-295-1203
us599@alphagraphics.com
us599.alphagraphics.com

Eagle Lake Marine

SALES * SERVICE * STORAGE

SanPan, Aqua Patio, Sweetwater Pontoon,
Hurricane Deck Boats, Honda Outboards,
Mercury Outboards, Yamaha Outboards and
MerCruiser Stern Drives

Eaglelakemarine.com

269-699-5103

South side of Eagle Lake, Edwardsburg, Ml

Bubba’s Market, LLC

HAS MOVED!

Under the Yellow Tent
in the heart of Union

Jim “Bubba’” Baldwin

Owner

574.596.5752
jlbald66@gmail.com
facebook.com/bubbasmarket

Hours of Operation:
10am-7pm
Friday - Sunday

574.596.5752
jibald66@gmail.com
facebook.com/bubbasmarket




— Barker Kids of the Week —

The Witchie Family is excited to have the following family members
with them for another fun-filled Labor Day weekend at the lake: Peg
Larson, Carol Bell, David Bell, The Clifford Family, The Coate Family,
Liz & Tyler Cragg, and the Stewart Family.

Catherine and Keegan, granddaughters of Joe and
Laura Bird (east side) enjoying their 4th of July
s’mores

The @ e
LAKE LIFE

REALTY GROUP
Birch Lake homes for sale

Get a FREE market analysis!
Contact Paul DeLano:

269-445-8877

Paul@Thelakelife.com

14948 LakeShore Dr NOW IS A 14991 LakeShore DI'
$475,000 GREAT TIME $375,000
3 beds 2 baths TO LIST 3 beds 2.5 baths
102 feet of frontage | YOU %AEOME! 83 feet of frontage
PAUL DELANO Oversized Garage
269-445-8877 To DAY Paul@TheLakeLife.com




— Barker Kids of the Week —

I have a super cute

B little 2-year-old who

wants her picture

in the paper please!
’I? / She’s loves seeing the

‘_ - ‘/ / other kids in the paper. Deveraux is Tom Mosier’s (east

i~ : a side) granddaughter. She loves everything about the wa-
b * \ + 1& ﬂ : "
",_ 1 . - ‘ ;
& i (] A Thanks!

ter! We can’t keep her out of it!
g R 8 ~Mollie Mosier (Deveraux’s mom & Tom’s daughter)
Sale Weth Susce!
Your Waterfrout Specialist
&\ Waterfront Specialist

Serving Michigan
and Indiana

SUSIE TUCKER
REALTY

9574-320-6697 cer

,-"_"‘--\__

269-641-5775 Office <
Zillow

www.susietucker.com A" " g ¢

Susie@susietucker.com | >STARAGENT

sus:e@sus:etucken com I 74-320-6697

ATTENTION SELLERS:
LISTINGS NEEDED TO FILL OVERWHELMING
DEMAND FROM BUYERS! CALL ME FOR
A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS OF YOUR
PROPERTY.




— Barker Kids of the Week —

Kioe Kinzler (west side) and Bad Patty Luecht |
(east side) in the Flamingo room

KID-OF-THE-WEEK PHOTOS

This year I've printed EVERY photo that’s
been sent in as a Barker kid-of-the-week ...

and now I'm ready to print them in the

monthly Online Barker!
Want your kid to be a Barker Kid of the
Month? Want your lawnmower to be
Lawnmower of the Month?

Mail your photo (with a SASE if you want
it back) to Birch Barker, 63174 Birch Rd.,
Vandalia, MI 49095; put it in a ziplock and
stick it in the stone mailbox at my home
(east side), or (even easier) email it to me
at
SAILORPHIL@PHILVITALE.COM

My 30 point marketing system is
Dynamic! — Exciting! — Productive! — Creative!
And most importantly GETS RESULTS!

Offering...

® Drone, professional, and 3-D photography..

B video... TV, print, and magazine advertising...

H internet, emall and social media marketing...

u 3" party advertising... including Zillow with video
B Luxury Homes international...

# and MORE, MUCH MORE!

Dennis Bamber
I can help you reach MORE huyers! Cressy & Everett REALTOR

Licensed in Indiana and Michigan

Cress 1l Waterﬁ*ontﬂomes Cell: 574-532-3808
REALVEeng:Ett 701 Spruce St. RSPS
Real effort. Real results. Dowagiac, MI 49047 R aa®

Working in conjunction with Birch Lake resident Rick Doolittle ‘




YOUR HOROSCOPE

Aries (March 21-April 19) - It's a social
week. Enjoy schmoozing with kids, partners and
members of the general public. Right now your
ambition is strong and you're back in work mode. In
fact, you're thinking about how you can best man-
age your life so that you're efficient, effective and
productive. For the next few months, you will more
easily get a loan or a mortgage or have the use of
things that other people own. You might inherit or
your partner will get a bonus.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) - You're in
play mode. Admittedly, home repairs and DIY proj-
ects are still in the works. Relations with coworkers
are excellent; in fact some of you might begin a
work-related romance. This is also still the best time
for you to get married. In the last six months, I've
been delighted to encounter a number of Taurus
people who have chosen this excellent time to get
hitched.

Gemini (May 21-June 20) - Home and
family continue to be your focus. Basically, you want
to cocoon at home. Nevertheless, Venus and
Mercury will push you into busy errands, short trips
and intensify your desire communicate to someone;
and Venus will seduce you into the arts, parties,
sports events, flirtations and activities with children.
Jupiter will continue to give you chances to improve
your health and improve your job or get a befter job.

Cancer (June 21-July 22) - Your busy
pace continues with errands, tasks, short trips plus
increased reading and writing. You're focused on
moneymaking ideas and big expenditures. This
might be due to redecorating projects that interest
you or something to do with real estate because you
do want to beautify and make your home more
atfractive. Be patient with partners while fiery Mars is
opposite your sign. Meanwhile, for the next few
months, Jupiter will continue to bring you opportuni-
ties for vacations, romance and sexy flirtations as
well as times to enjoy sports events.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) - You have suf-
fered from insane delays, goofy mistakes, technical
problems and baffling frustrations while Mercury was
retrograde in Leo. Technically it's over, but you're not
truly in the clear until Sept. 3. Venus creates a gentle
appreciation of the beauty of your everyday world
and helps you realize how fond you are of the peo-
ple you know, and in turn, how much they care for
you. Money is a strong focus.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - This contin-
ues to be your time of power. This makes you proj-
ect yourself with conviction. Venus aftracts money to
you but it also tempts you to buy beautiful things.
Mars makes you playful, flirtatious and competitive in
sports. Mercury is hidden in your chart, which bodes
well for doing research, studying the past and read-
ing history. For several more months, Jupiter in
Scorpio will continue to bring you opportunities to
study and learn -- expanding your mind and your
consciousness. !

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) - You are stil
hiding in the tall weeds, watching the action from a
distance because the Sun is waiting to enter your
sign on Sept. 22. Until then, keep a low profile.
Venus in your own sign counters this by making you
want to socialize with others. Likewise, Mercury in
your House of Friendship makes you think about
friends and your attitudes to groups. It also makes
you think a lot about your goals.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) - This is one
of your most popular times of the year! Everyone
wants you o sit their table. Mercury at the top of
your chart promotes discussions with bosses and
parents. It also makes you want to plan for your
career and your professional future, and encourages
you to take up new studies. Mars is lined up with
your communication style so you are forthright now
when talking to others. You're convincing and per-
suasive! Naturally, Jupiter, in your sign for the next
few months, continues to bring you good fortune.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - Thisis
the only time all year when the Sun is at the top of
your chart making you look fabulous in the eyes of
bosses and parents. Since this is still happening,
use this to your advantage! Ask for what you want.
Make your pitch. Venus promotes warm relations
with friends and members of groups. (In fact, a
friend could become a lover.) Mercury makes you
keen to travel and study because you want to leam
and expand your world. Fiery Mars is in your House
of Eamings making you keen to eam money but just
as keen to spend it!

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - Get
thee to an airport. Or maybe a road trip is your
choice where you can watch those telephone poles
going by. Mars in your sign makes you aggressive
and energetic. Get some physical exercise to blow
off pent-up steam. Mercury promotes discussions
about shared property, inheritances and insurance
issues; while Venus at the top of your chart creates
successful relations with bosses and parents.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - Thisis a
passionate, intense month, which means you are
not casual about anything. Everything matters.
Mercury opposite your sign attracts lively conversa-
tions with others. Venus makes you want to travel
for pleasure and encourages romance with people
who are different, especially people from other cul-
tures. Jupiter makes you look fantastic in the eyes of
bosses and parent.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) - The Sun
is still opposite your sign, which means you need
more sleep. Mercury makes you busy at work and
keen to have opportunities to tackle hands-on tasks
and talk to coworkers. Venus continues to attract
money, favors and goodies to you from others as
well as promote romance and hot sex. Mars encour-
ages you to be physically active with groups and
friends, especially in competitive sports.
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The Moon for

this Saturday
(At Midnight, US Central time,
as viewed from the Northern Hemisphere)
lluminated Fraction: 0.583
0.8 days before last quarter

Sunrise: 07:07:17 AM
Sunset: 20:16:40 PM
Moonrise: 23:48:13 PM
Moonset: 13:10:55 AM
Daylight: 13 Hr 09 Min 23 Sec




— Barker Weekly Puzzle —
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Talk With A Live Person

- ADVANTAGE PLuMBING INC.

VOTED NILES Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

ST BRISS OF Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year!

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING _
® Licensed Plumbers

® Drug-Free Employees

® Criminal Background Checked Employees

® No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done
® 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

® True 24-Hour Emergency Service

Emergency
® Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”

Service

® Longest Warranties in the Business
® Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee
During Business Hours

® Bonus — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

2400 N 5th @ Niles, MI

N | 269-687-7192 uilcs, v
enm 3 B B8 866-751-1470 70! rrec

@S> "™ @8 Major Credit Cards Accepted

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net




BIRCH BARKER FUNNIES

MARRIAGE

TIP #46

YOUR WIFE WON’T START
AN ARGUMENT WITH YOU
IF YOU’'RE CLEANING.

4,000 years later, and we're back
to the same language...
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s4 ~Birch Lake Recipes~

Insalata Caprese

“Because this salad is so
simple, fresh, top-quality
home-grown tomatoes and
mozzarella are important”

Original recipe yields 6 servings

Ingredients

4 large ripe tomatoes, sliced 1/4
inch thick

1 pound fresh mozzarella cheese,
sliced 1/4 inch thick

1/3 cup fresh basil leaves

3 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil

Fine sea salt to taste

Freshly ground black pepper to
taste

Directions

On a large platter, alternate and
overlap the tomato slices, mozzarella
cheese slices, and basil leaves. Drizzle
with olive oil. Season with sea salt and

pepper.

Not just a will.
A way.

Estate planning 1s more than having a will.
It's a way to protect what matters most.

Learn more about the estate planning
capabhilities of our firm as well as our business
counsel and civil mediation/litigation services.

w Visit our website or call us.
| {

TUESLEY » HALL + KONOPA, LLP

attorneys

South Bend - Elkhart - Cassopolis
thklaw.com | 269.445.1818




— Camp Tannadoonah —
Have a great fall/winter

us all thinking about fall programs

at Camp T! We will be having a fall
camp weekend and family camp week-
end on Sept. 21 — 23. This is a great
opportunity for this year’s campers to
come back and reconnect with their
camp friends before winter comes. And
it’s also a chance for families to experi-
ence what Camp is like when their kids
come in the summer!

The fall camp / family camp week-
end is like a little sampler of the sum-
mer camp experience. We have our ba-
sic regular activities, including sports &
games, archery, nature, drama, crafts,
gaga ball, and if the weather allows,
some canoeing or swimming. We sing
camp songs, cook over the campfire,
play group games on the sports field,
and enjoy the cool nights in the cabins.

If you have future campers who
are interested in checking out camp
without committing to a full week, this
weekend is perfect! The cost is $50
per youth if they come on their own,
or if you come as a family, it’s $35 per
family member. Each family gets their
own cabin, or room in a cabin, unless
you come with another family and want
to share with them. It’s a fun, laid-back
weekend — come join us and see what
Camp is all about!

I t felt like fall last weekend, and got

We only just wrapped up our camp
season 2 weeks ago, and here we are
planning for next year. We will be
launching camp registration for the
2019 summer on Saturday, Sept. 1.
This year we're taking a new approach
to the early bird discounts. In the
past, we've offered a coupon code to
get a discount up until a deadline. The
coupons were sometimes confusing,
and parents often weren’t sure which
coupon they should use, or they applied
multiple coupons. There were different
levels of discount (and thus different
coupon codes) depending on whether
you wanted to pay your deposit or pay
in full before the deadline.

In an effort to simplify the pro-
cess for this year, we've eliminated all
the coupons, and also eliminated the
need to pay in full to get the discounts.
Instead, from Sept. 1 until the end of
the year, if you register for camp and
make a deposit to hold your spot, you
get the 2018 prices for camp. Starting
Jan. 1, 2019, when you register and pay
your deposit to hold a spot, you get the
new 2019 prices. So the early bird rate
discount is applied to everyone who
registers by the end of the year, and the
price goes up after that. We're hoping
it makes the registration process easier
for everyone!

We have a lot of projects planned
at camp for this winter. Every year, we
try to focus on a few major improve-
ments during the off season. This year,
we are focusing our attention on Morris
Lodge, the staff spaces inside Main
Lodge, and overall landscaping and
beautification of camp. Our new Rang-
er Bob is excited to get started - he says
he can’t believe how much he’s able
to accomplish once things quiet down
around here!

In October, we will be installing
all new windows throughout Morris
Lodge, and replacing and painting all of
the exterior siding and trim. Over the
winter, Ranger Bob will be emptying
out the staff spaces in Main Lodge, and
putting up pine paneling on the walls,
fixing windows and replacing trim. We
want to make our staff spaces more
cozy and comfortable for them on their
time off! And throughout the year, we
plan to clean up areas around camp,
clearing out brush and overgrown
areas, and making it all look fresh and
clean and nice for when campers arrive
in the spring. We're all looking forward
to showing it off to visitors come spring!

Hope you all have a wonderful fall
and winter!

~Miss Amber

“OVER 30 YEARS
OF EXPERIENCE"

SERVICES
CHIMNEY CLEANING
CHIMNEY RELINING

CHIMNEY
CERTIFICATIONS

CHIMNEY REPAIRS

DRYER VENT CLEANING

DEREK POLSTON
(574) 514-4831

www,chimneyswiftchimneysweeps.com

BieCH LAKE

CAMP TANNADOONAH

http:/tannadoonah.org

;
 SymgFal CeantP+ RockMdeh il

Gavancis@rocketmalcom

Prme Property Care
i Franis
313 Norh Otegle St
- Cassonals, M 4903
160) 591 98

" Hes
+ Gl Claning




CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

FOR SALE

House for sale: 63306 Birch Rd,
3 BR, 2.5 bath, 2600 SQ FT., 94 FT frontage, 2
stall attached garage, 2 full kitchens, many other
extras, $725,000, call PJ or Sue Vandewalle, 476-
7086 for appt or more info.

For sale, 1983 Vagabond 14 sail-
boat. Good condition. Sails, rudder, and center-
board stored out of the weather. No trailer. If inter-
ested call Chris Stevens (South Side) at 317-771-
8531. $750.

We are entertaining offers on a low-mileage four-
seat (two pedal two coast) Sea Ryder

= T

pedal boat. Test rides available ... assuming
you pedal. Stop by the King cottage middle of the
North shore.

Motorola Modem: Brand new modem
compatible with xfinity. Idea for a ranch with walk
out. Best offer available. Contact Angela 561-603-
5522.

60x40 solid oak table with two match-
ing 15” leaves to make table 75 or 90 inches long.
Table pads to fit complete table. Two upholstered

captain chairs and four upholstered regular chairs.
Call 574-215-5902 or 574-215-3339 to see it.

1950s Heywood Wakefield desk
with chair. Solid maple. $100 OBO. Call
574-215-5902 to see.

CDB Hemp Oil - UltraCell full spectrum
CDB hemp oil is the No. 1 hemp oil in the country.
It is water-soluble and 94 percent absorption into
your system. No THC! If you would like to get a
free sample call me, and we can arrange a time.
Donna Stevens 317-201-8554. This product has
literally changed my life.

Lazy Lodge honey
for sale! Local, raw, unpro-
cessed delicious honey ... $8
per Ib. Call or text #312-983-
0863 and BUZZ on over to get
yours before we run out!

I—

‘Samantha” American Girl doll
with several outfits and accessories. $150 for all.
Contact Debbie at 219-765-8691.

Shore Station For Sale, 4,000 b
Power Lift - 120-V, Carpet Guide Rails, Carpet
Bunk Boards, and Cover, $1,500. Call Tom
Rogers 476-2383

2010 - 20 foot Bennington pon-
toon w/50 hp Yamaha motor for
sale:, $11,000

2009 - 10 foot RID310 Walker
Bay dinghy w/performance sail
package: $2,000

2009 - Nissan 6 hp outboard
motor (used 3 hours): $600

Horizon T701 “easy store”
treadmill: $300. Contact: PJ or Sue
Vandewalle at 269-476-7086

Green canoe for sale. Square stem,
includes paddles. Asking $300 or best offer.
Contact Chas at 574-315-0217

Cooler totes for sale, $20 each, Holds 20
cans and ice. Size: 16" x 22" x 7-1/2” Long han-
dles for easy carry. Featured at the 2018 men’s
golf outing. Limited number available. Proceeds

benefit Birch Lake
Yacht Club. Contact
Chas at 574-315-
0217 or chas@
grundyhome.com

FOR RENT
Interested in a unique, fun vacation? Check out
renting the most inexpensive but cutest and
best-located rental in The Villages,
Florida at ourhome4rent.com/cjp

LOST
Missing: Two orange dog balls (hard
rubber). Please call Tom or Jan 269-476-7075.

Lost: Black kayak paddle. Di Wozny at
574-315-4915 Cottage #4 South Side

SERVICES
| do sewing and mending at fair prices
- Zippers, hemming, small alterations; call Kathy
at 476-9317

If you are in need of yard work or ani-
mal care this summer call Claire Brovold at
1(574) 323-3683.

WANTED
Toilet paper rolls and bottle
caps (like from Snapple bottles). Contact
Amber M. Grundy, 574-387-6095 or email
amber@riverbendcampfire.org

| have a friend looking for an OLD wooden
row boat. He wants to cut the bow off for a
decoration, so it does not need to float. He also
collects old wooden oars and old
metal buckets. The American Pickers TV
show is coming to his house and barn this
September, so he is beefing up his barn. Call or
text: Pat McGann 574-532-5377.

Thinking about selling your house? | am a Birch
Laker in need of more room, and interested
in buying a 4+ bedroom, 2+
bathroom house. Please email me a
description of home and lakefront/yard and which
side of lake you are on. Thank you! Please
respond via email to: incottage36@gmail.com

2018/19 BLYC Officers and Directors

2018/19 BLYC Officers

Angela Bergan Commodore...561-603-5522
berganfsu@aol.com

Pat McGann Vice Commodore
574-532-5377 .....cccovvvuenn pat@mcgannhay.com
Deb Spratt Treasurer (N)................... 476-2113
debspratt@comcast.net
Mike Sheffieck Secretary (W)........ 476-1849
mcsheff@aol.com

2018 BLYC Directors

Greg Bolin (W)...c.ccueiceeennenccnas 476-2420
gbolin31@aol.com

Ed Chester (E)......cocoeoeevnnniceeenrrens 476-1010
ed@chesterlawoffice.com

Harold Cranmer (W)........ccccccveceenenene. 574-264-6817

dhcranmer@yahoo.com

Past Comm. Karen Curtis-Miller........ 574-261-6712
karen.curtis-miller@bayer.com,

Terry Dugan (S).....covverereeennenrireeeeneenns 476-2814
s581122@aol.com

Celia Fallon (E)......cccovveviccirirnncncecnns 476-1467
celia.fallon@gmail.com

Fred Freihofer...........cccocovvnnccccnnnene, 476-9823
cdfreihofer@aol.com

Chas Grundy (H).....c.cocceeennnnnecicccninens 476-7062
Chas.grundy@gmail.com

Patty Luecht (E) Past Comm.................... 476-2615
Pgalloway4@yahoo.com

Sarah Petty (N)......ccceoeinnnnneecccienens 476-7068
sarahkpetty@gmail.com

Vickie ROGETS (C) ....ovevvevereeneneniririeiciccnn 476-2383
tvrogers@frontier.com

Rick Russwurm (N)........ccocoenieeernennenenens 476-2407

paramountp@aol.com

Scott Troeger (E)......cocoveeerrrenenccenenas 476-9898
scott.troeger@btlaw.com
PJ Vandewalle (E).......cccoovenireenrnencne. 476-7086
pjvandewalle@gmail.com

Phil Vitale (E)......cocoveeeeriiniccerenenenene 476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com
Sandy Vitale (E) ... 476-1680
sv6102@gmail.com
Bob Waddle (E).....c.ccoverieeeerinirrereneecnnns 476-2293
sparkybob220@comcast.net
Sue Williams (S)......coeeerererrrerieeeeeneeas 476-8886

smwillia@comcast.net

BLYC WATER QUALITY COMMITTEE

Paul Fallon, Water Quality and Homeowners

Association Chairman (E).......c.ccccocceenneene 476-1467
paulf@hrpconstruction.com



EMERGENCY HEART DEFIBRILLATOR
(AED) locations on Birch Lake
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There are six (6) automated external defibrillator
units on Birch Lake. The boxes that contain these de-
vices are located at the following locations (see map):

1. West Shore, Sheffieck home,
62875 Birch Lakeview Dr.

2. North Shore, Smitley home,
14859 Birch Northshore Dr.15046

3. East Shore, Vitale home,
63174 Birch Rd.

4. South Shore, Eberhart home,
15046 Birch Lakeshore Dr.

5. South/East Shore, Troeger home,
63696 Birch Rd.

6. Southwest Shore, DeYoung home,
63255 Storey Hill St.

All units are on the ROAD SIDE of the property
and accessible by vehicle or on foot.

IN AN EMERGENCY:

1. CALL 911 and report the emergency
and the patient’s location immediately.
2. Pull the box open, remove the or-
ange-colored unit, TAKE IT TO THE
PATIENT and open the device by
pressing the white lever at the bottom.
3. An automated voice will guide you
through the setup and use of the de-
fibrillator. Follow the instructions as
they are given.

4. Continue to follow the instructions
as given, and stay with the patient until
help arrives.




4 BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB 2

Pay your 2018 dues now!

Support the BLYC, support our Birch Lake Community!

A

e —

z-

- BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

- BLYC Associate Member* Dues ($10/ year)
*Associate membership is available to current associate members
and for non-lake residents who wish to support the BLYC

Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)
Sailing Fees ($15 / year)
Building Improvement Fund
Fireworks Fund
Water Quality Program
Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication
Safety Committee
Other non-party related expenses
BLYC Roof Fund

- BLYC AED Fund

- Misc.

Want to buy or sell a house?

I can help in so many ways!

It made sense to open a real estate brokerage in
the area | have lived and worked for so many years.
1 love this part of Michigan! I love the lakes, the
farm fields, the local businesses, the people! When
1 worked in township government, | saw how hard
it can be to navigate the system ... for a variance, a
permit, a land split, a lot-line adjustment, an appeal
for a change due to an error on a property tax as-
sessment. | can help with all of that! And when it
comes to real estate, I’'m committed to YOU. | use
the same tools as other, larger brokerages, but |
work harder and smarter. Read my testimonials at
WillowTreeRealty.com. | am the best choice to sell
your property or find you one here. I’'m local, I’m sin-
cere, | have proven experience. | know the communi-
ty, and they know me.

Willow Tree
Realty

13549 U.S. 12 / UNION,

Vickie HaII

49130

CELL - 574-849-9957

WillowTreeRealty.com

OFFICE - 269-641-7928

willowtree.vickie@gmail.com

Total contribution:

Address

Make checks payable to

BLYC

c/o Deb Spratt, Treasurer
18100 Farmington Hills Dr.
South Bend, IN 46637

O’Donnell’s Docks Lic

Southwest Michigan’s Premier Dock & Lift Headquarters

Sales and service of all
major docks, boatlifts and
water front accessories.

Opa0]

Seruing you fon
oven 20 yeans!
For an online quote, go fo
WWw. odonnellsdocks com &

12097 M-60 o Jones MI
269-244-1446

info@odonnellsdocks.com
Autorized Dealer For;
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The Luxury Floating Patio! [EESREE
Moor it all summer
a:h:l mator,

INDOOR BOAT STORAGE

@ Summer trailer storage included
A2 Service Above and Beyond = /A _

PUTTING “SERVICE” IN CUSTOMER SERVICE
Repairs, Maintenance, Winterizing, and more!

OPEN 8 DAYS A WEEK
By Appointment
We're here when you need us!

[S] SELL YOUR BOAT
We Buy & Sell Boats, Personal Watercraft & Boat Lifts!

BUY A BOAT
Boats, Motors, Lifts, PWCs & more!

Boat Butler .

269-476-2222 www.boatbutlermarine.com

Or text 312-399-3688 Dave Cassopolis, M 49031




we’ve ot You Covered!

¢ Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

e Roll Curtains for
Screened Porches

¢ Boat Covers and Tops
e Canvas Repair
B— e Aluminum Awnings

WW’Tfings

hion Meets Farction

SALES ® SERVICE © INSTALLATION

Call us for a free
at-home
demonstration!

Locally owned
and operated
since 1985

AWNING

12291 Bidelman Road ® Three Rivers at Big Pleasant Lake

269 244-5307

www.sunandsshadeawnin



