
The Birch Barker is always accepting materials for publication.  Deadline is 3 pm on Tuesday.  E-mail sailorphil@philvitale.com, or put the 
items in the stone/mailbox at  63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore).  Include a self-addressed, stamped envelope if you want photos or other material returned.  To 
contact Editor Phil by phone, call (269) 476-1680, or to contact Commodore Karen Curtis-Miller, call  574-261-6712 or email karen.curtis-miller@bayer.com.

T h e  o f f i c i a l  s u m m e r  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e
B i r c h  L a k e  Y a c h t  C l u b

The
Weekend

Of 
Aug. 11

2018

L o c a t e d  a t  L a t i t u d e  4 1 . 9 1 5 3 ;  L o n g i t u d e  - 8 5 . 8 7 9 3

 The first thing on my mind as I 
write this week’s comments is to include 
a HUGE thank you to Blair and Bernie 
Garceau for their continued champion-
ing of the Corn and Sausage Roast.  I 
know there’s a lot of planning and 
sweating the details to pull off such a 
fete … so kudos B&B and to the whole 
army of folks who were up on the hill 
grilling, behind the counter serving and 
those huskers that had the added bonus 
of getting their corn silk steam facials!  
 I am once again on my soapbox 
about how lucky we are to be part of the 
Birch Lake community (my opportuni-
ties are dwindling!).  I just finished 
talking to a friend/co-worker who 
dropped his daughter off at Camp T. last 
Sunday and commented how beautiful 
our lake is (he’s told me this after every 

drop-off for the last four years).  His 
family had been looking for a lake place 
a few years ago and had hoped to find a 
house on Birch (unfortunately for them, 
they had to settle for a different lake).   I 
told him we don’t have much turnover 
… because so many of us move from one 
house to another!  That got me to really 
thinking about those of us who have 
lived at more than one spot here at 
Birch Lake.  Off the top of my head I 
know there’s Artie McElwee, Claudia 
Phipps, Michelle & Gordon Seyfarth, 
Ben & Vanessa Wozniak,  Nina & Dave 
Fruip, Steve & Jackie Frew, Ray & Judi 
Gaik, Terry & Linda Curtis, Ken Troyer, 
me, Barb & Bud Zesinger, Chas & 
Amber Grundy, Pete Soldato, Fran & 
Randy Welch, PJ & Sue Vandewalle, 
Bob & Sandy Baucus, Angela & Nick 
Bergan, Bernie & Blair Garceau, Al & 
Liz Cover, Tim & Irene Steffen, Di 
Wozny, Tim Burchell, Marty Asire, Jan 
Temple, Jeff & Denise Smitley, Tom & 
Vickie Rogers, Jim & Linda Bergan, 

Sarah Petty, and I’m sure there are oth-
ers that are escaping me … but even so, 
that’s an amazing number of people who 
hold onto Birch Lake as their happy 
place, and take advantage of opportuni-
ties to move around for their best possi-
ble fit.  
 So my challenge from a couple of 

Commodore’s 
Comments

2018
Birch Lake Calendar

Aug 11 - Homeowners Association 
Annual Meeting, AED, CPR training 10 am
Aug 18 - Fall Dinner 6 pm, BLYC
TBA- Soup/Chili Challenge
Sept 1 - Pooch Parade
Sept 2 - Sunday Night Flotilla, 6 pm

2018 BLYC Board Meetings
(all meetings start at 9 am) 

August 11, Sept – TBA 
More info as available.  Dates subject to 
change. Watch the Barker for updates!

Thanks to all who helped make the BLYC annual Corn & Sausage Roast a big success!
photo courtesy of the SparkyCam
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weeks ago still stands … and there’s 
only one more week to hit the mark!  In 
case you’ve forgotten, the challenge is to 
increase BLYC membership … and/or to 
increase contributions to the various 
funds that drive the different activities 
around the lake (fireworks, water quali-
ty, BLYC building maintenance, AEDs, 
etc.).  The Membership/Contributions 
page is included in every issue of the 
Barker, including this one!   If you hav-
en’t contributed yet, please find the form 
as soon as you’re done reading this, fill it 
out, mail it to Deb Spratt or hand deliv-
er to Deb (or any member of the BLYC 
board of directors ... that list is also in 
every issue of the Birch Barker includ-
ing this one), and we’ll be happy to turn 
it in.  Thank you for your support … and 
thanks to everyone who has already con-
tributed.
 REMINDERS:  
 1) If you’re reading this prior to 10 
am (ish) on Saturday, come to the Yacht 
Club for the Annual Homeowner’s 
Meeting, which will include a demo of 
the AEDs (defibrillators), as well as CPR 
training.
 2) Fall Dinner R.S.V.P. needs to be 
made by August 13 (via purchase of a 
$30 ticket) … that is Monday!  If you 
haven’t purchased your ticket, please do 
so this weekend.  For those who procras-
tinate, the ticket price goes up to $35.  
In case you didn’t notice the additional 

— Birch Lake Notes —

Simply STuNNINg
     Have you seen the stunning 
stamped-concrete compass rose at 
the Birch Lake Yacht Club?

     This is just one example of 
the custom concrete services 
and products available to our 
friends and neighbors here
at Birch Lake.

     Interested in a whole new 
look for your plain old concrete 
garage, patio or entrance?



verbiage to the Fall Dinner ad, there 
will be a 50/50 drawing, so bring along 
some extra cash to participate … let’s 
see who has all the luck!  Proceeds will 
go to help the Birch Lake events/activi-
ties that are struggling for funds.
 Don’t forget, it’s the weekend of the 
“wonder skiers” (as in, “I wonder what 
they’re going to do this year”?)!  Keep 
your eyes and ears open!
  Cheers,
 ~Commodore Karen 
 
Corn & Sausage Roast thank you!
 Last Saturday’s Corn & Sausage 
Roast was a delight for more than 200 of 
our lake neighbors and friends.  We 
received two thumbs up for the scrump-
tious roasted corn from Corey Lake 
Orchards, the perfectly grilled brats 
from Mills Market in Zimmyville, and 
the hot dogs and chicken breasts.  The 
massive feast also featured coleslaw, 
potato salad, green beans, baked beans, 
cookies, watermelon, lemonade and iced 
tea.  As promised, the crowd went home 
satisfied!  
 We owe a tremendous THANK 
YOU to the friendly, hard-working crew 
who made this event come off so smooth-
ly, led by Blair and Bernie Garceau, 
Vickie and Cornmaster Tom Rogers, Bill 
and Patty Luecht, Sue and Pat 
Williams, Steve and Julie Plaia, Carla 
and Ed Chester, Greg Bolin, Patti and 

Rick Russwurm, Bud and Deb Hall, 
Greeters and Cashiers PJ and Susie 
Vandewalle, Bob Waddle, Commodore 
Karen Curtis-Miller and Eric Miller, and 
Mike Sheffieck.  
 We hope to see everyone again next 
year!

Fall dinner is coming
 Hello Everyone, sad to say but the 
summer is closing in and the Fall 
Dinner is right around the corner, so get 
your tickets soon! The Fall Dinner is 
catered with shish kebabs that include 
tenderloin, chicken and vegetables, 
roasted potatoes and a caprese salad. 
For desert we will have cupcakes, cook-
ies and homemade carmel apples. 
 We are going to have a 50/50 raffle 
where the money raised will fund the 
fireworks, so bring extra cash. There will 
also be donation boxes where you can 
donate for specific funds you are pas-
sionate about like water quality, fire-
works, building maintenance and so on. 
Lastly, there will be a program to thank 
our outgoing commodore Karen Curtis-
Miller for all of her dedication and hard 
work for the past two years. 
 Please come to the Fall Dinner! You 
can get tickets from Sue Wiliams, Linda 
Rasmussen, Patti Russwurm, Linda 
Bergan, Angela Bergan and Karen 
Curtis-Miller.  Tickets are $30 a person, 
and should be purchased by Monday, 
August 13. After that the price goes up 

to $35 to meet the demands of the last 
minute people and accommodate pro-
crastination. We hope you will attend 
and come to show support for Karen for 
her hard work and to meet the new Vice 
Commodore (hope I can find someone).
 Take care,

~Angela Bergan

AED, CPR training, Homeowners 
annual meeting today at 10 am
 The Birch Lake Homeowners Assoc-
iation Annual Meeting this Saturday, 
Aug. 11, will feature a demonstration 
of the new Birch Lake AEDs (automatic 

Birch Lake Notes

By The Tracks

BACK ON 
TRACK!
56951 N. Main St.
Three Rivers, MI

(269) 273-9015

This year Frankie’s has 
DONe IT AgAIN...

By showing even more of our traditions.  More items 
are made from scratch, and we are putting a lit-

tle more love into the food and service.  We added new menu items, offering 
healthier choice options, gave the kid’s menu more thought, and are doing 
new, exciting specials. Follow us on Facebook to see the National Food Hol-
iday’s we are celebrating.  It’s a new twist on our classic menu, giving our 
guests something to try in a fun way.

YOu’Re gONNA LOve IT!
Open M-Th 11-10, Friday & Saturday 11-11 Closed Sunday.  Daily food & drink specials

Follow us on Facebook at frankiesbythetracks

Above:  REWARD (comes in a handy 
12 oz. container) for confirmation that 
Bob Baucus actually sits in these nice 
Adirondack chairs.  Per popular vernac-
ular ... pics or it didn’t happen!  
 Note: it’s summer time.  Sit a bit.  

~ Chrys A. Lis



electric defibrillator) and CPR training 
beginning at 10 am (after the Birch 
Lake Yacht Club Board meeting).  All 
Birch Lake residents are invited and 
encouraged to attend.
 New Birch Lake resident Chris 
Schmidt, a certified CPR trainer and 
fireman will be there to teach “hands-
only CPR” to everyone who is interested.
 
Sunday Night Flotilla
 Due to the past successful flotillas, 
let’s do it again ... on Sunday Sept. 2, 
beginning at 6 pm.  Meet in the middle 
of the lake with your boat.  Bring an 
Appetizer.  
 Boats will be tied together and we 
will walk from  boat to boat sharing food 
and camaraderie. Look for the boats in 
the middle!  Adults only!

uS 12 garage Sale August 10-12
 Preparations are underway in many 
homes, organizations and businesses 
across US 12 for Michigan’s Longest 
Garage Sale that will take place on 
August 10, 11, & 12 (Friday–Sunday).   
We would like to remind everyone to 
please drive safely and to slow down 
while traveling US-12 and pay special 
attention when parking and crossing the 
highway during the sale. For more infor-
mation about Michigan’s Longest 
Garage Sale and other attractions visit 
the US 12 Heritage Trail website at 
www.us12heritagetrail.org.

Birch Lake Notes

Birch Lake homes for sale

269-445-8877

14948 LakeShore Dr
$475,000

3 beds 2 baths
102 feet of frontage

14991 LakeShore Dr
$375,000

3 beds  2.5 baths
83 feet of frontage
Oversized garage

269-445-8877 Paul@TheLakeLife.com

NOW IS A 
gREAT TIME 

TO LIST 
YOuR HOME!

CALL
PAuL DELANO

TODAY

Thanks to our Birch Lake Artist in Residence Duffy Dufor for the art!

Sale Pending

SuNDAY IS SAILINg DAY 
aT BirCh Lake, and on saiLing days 

races start at 11 am!
Please give ’em a break and 

STAY CLEAR OF THE COuRSE



     The BLYC Ladies FUN 
Golf Outing was held on 

June 20, and according to  
multiple attendees, a good 

time was had by all.

Special thanks to Bad Patty 
Luecht (right), who has 

organized and ran the 
event for the last 117 years 

(maybe even more if you 
count overtime). 

Patty announced this year 
that she is retiring from the 

event, and is asking for a 
volunteer to step forward to 

take over the activity.

She even promised she’d 
hand over all her notes and 

offer all kinds of good advice 

to whoever the new event 
chairperson might be.

Thanks to the PattiCam 
for the photos

BLYC Ladies FUN Golf Outing

SUNDAYS
9:30 & 11:30 AM
RIVERSIDE-CHURCH.COM

WELCOME
HOME

Jus
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n 
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ad

69608 Sunset Blvd Zimmyville (Union), Michigan

ZIMMY’S TAVERN
(269) 641-5317

http://www.zimmystavern.com

Open 
7 days/wk

11 am to Midnight

music, cold beer, 

lots of fun!
Daily food

specials, 

Need something repaired replaced or 
maintained?  Let me see if I can help! 

Lake references available.

general Handyman Services



BLYC Corn & Sausage Roast



Fleet Captain’s Corner
Fleet Captain’s gibe #14

by J. Patrick Mcgann

Perhaps this past Sunday was 
the best sailing day so far this 
year.  The first race only took 13 

minutes, according to the Race 
Committee Boat ladies, who were Bad 
Patty Luecht, Good Patti Russwurm 
and Deb Hall.  
 We had three great races and a 
fun “social” afterwards to review the 
races at the ECSC.  
 We had two sailors sweep the 
races: in MCs, Barb Cassady contin-
ues to show her new and improved 
prowess in that class, and Rick 

Russwurm swept the Sunfish Class.  
As always the race for the Season’s 
Total winners is heating up as the 
season winds down. 
      Unfortunately, we did not have 
enough wind to hold the Special All 
Sunfish Class race(s) Saturday, so we 
will try again later in August.
      P.S. Please Become a member of 
the BLYC.   Its for the good of our 
lake!  If you don’t know if you have 
already paid your 2018 dues or not, 
shoot Deb Spratt a text or call at 574-
276-8783 to find out.
 Sail on Dudes and Dudettes

~JPM

2018

2018 BLyC season sailing results
...................................................................................................................Race ...........Race ...........Fleet ............Total ...........................Point
Race ......................................................21 ............22 ............. 23 ..........Total  ..........Point .......Captain’s ...... Points ................... Average
Date ................................................... 5-Aug ......5-Aug....... 5-Aug ......Points .......Average .......Bonus ....... w/bonus .................w/bonus

MC Scow ...............................................................................................................................................................................................................
Barb Cassady #2506 .............................1 .............. 1 ............... 1 .......... 27864 ....... 1548.00 ......... 1521 ...........29385 ......................1632.50
Scott Troeger  #1489 ..............................4 .............. 2 ............... 2 .......... 32354 ....... 1540.67 ......... 1600 ...........33954 ......................1616.86
Phil Vitale  #500 ......................................2 .............. 3 ............... 4 .......... 26008 ....... 1444.89 ......... 1444 ...........27452 ......................1525.11
Bill Luecht  #1579 ...................................3 .............. 4 ............... 3 .......... 26765 ....... 1408.68 ......... 1369 ...........28134 ......................1480.74
Bob King  #1199 ....................................................................................... 9962 ........ 1423.14 ...............................9962 .......................1423.14

Sunfish ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................
Peter Soldato ..........................................2 .............. 2 ............... 2 .......... 33723 ....... 1532.86 ......... 2969 ...........36692 ......................1667.82
Rick Russwurm (Green/Blue) ................1 .............. 1 ............... 1 .......... 30377 ....... 1518.85 ......... 2890 ...........33267 ......................1663.35
Pat McGann ............................................3 .............. 6 ............... 4 .......... 32459 ........1411.26 ......... 3121 ...........35580 ......................1546.96
Herb Cleveland .......................................5 .............. 5 ............... 5 .......... 30284 ....... 1316.70 ......... 2888 ...........33172 ......................1442.26
Bob Niezgodski ....................................................... 4 ............... 6 .......... 15967 ....... 1228.23 ......... 2592 ...........18559 ......................1427.62
Stewart Spratt .........................................4 .............. 3 ............... 3 .......... 21865 ....... 1366.56 ..............................21865 ......................1366.56
Mike Lutz (Blue/Red/Yellow) ................................................................... 16381 ....... 1365.08 ..............................16381 ......................1365.08
Jeff Walls ..................................................................................................20366 ........1198.00 ......... 2450 ...........22816 ......................1342.12
Amy Troeger ............................................................................................. 7504 ........ 1250.67 ...............................7504 .......................1250.67
Bill Butler .................................................6 .............. 8 ............... 8 ........... 9625 ........ 1203.13 ...............................9625 .......................1203.13
Chris Scofield............................................................................................ 3474 .........1158.00 ...............................3474 .......................1158.00
Camille Butler .........................................7 .............. 7 ............... 7 .......... 16623 ........1108.20 ..............................16623 ......................1108.20
Stephen (Cam’s brother-in-law) ............................................................... 1089 ........ 1089.00 ...............................1089 .......................1089.00

DNS (Did Not Sail) does not count against season score, however sailor must complete 2/3 of races to qualify for season; DSQ (Disqualified) scores as one place 
worse than last place (if 5 boats finished, you would have finished 6th, will be scored as 7th place); DSQ not counted toward minimum number of races needed; 
DNF (Did Not Finish), scored as last place; CB - sailor who serves on Committee Boat receives their season average place as of that date - counted toward 
season total; Season Points are awarded on Square of 40 system (1st = 40 squared = 1600, 2nd = 39 squared, etc.); Season Place = total season points/number 
of races attempted; Crew - Counted toward completed races, Points go to skipper of boat.

Photo courtesy of the PattiCam



New Barker feature
 Thanks to Dan and Sharon Waxman, and to 
Claudia and Dennis Phipps for the great lake decor 
pix this week.

— Birch Lake Decor —



Thomas J. 
Mosier

Waterwell
Drilling

5” Water Wells

Repair & Service 
Most Water Pumps

“Promise of Quality

M-60 E
Cassopolis

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008

“available”

— Barker Kids of the Week —

Guess who just turned 25 on August 4 ...

Katie Luecht is the Birthday girl! Happy birthday Katie!

Katie is the daughter of Bill and Bad Patty Luecht (east shore) ... 
pictured above with brother John, 

and at right with husband Sam Hass.



Eagle Lake Marine
SALES * SERVICE * STORAgE

SanPan, Aqua Patio, Sweetwater Pontoon,
Hurricane Deck Boats, Honda Outboards, 

Mercury Outboards, Yamaha Outboards and 
MerCruiser Stern Drives

Eaglelakemarine.com 
269-699-5103 

South side of Eagle Lake, Edwardsburg, MI

Bubba’s Market, LLC

Under the Yellow Tent 
in the heart of Union

Jim “Bubba” Baldwin
Owner

574.596.5752
jlbald66@gmail.com

facebook.com/bubbasmarket

574.596.5752
jlbald66@gmail.com

facebook.com/bubbasmarket

Hours of Operation:
10 am - 7 p m
Friday - Sunday

HAS MOVED!

660 County Road 15, 
Elkhart, IN 46516

574-295-1203
us599@alphagraphics.com
us599.alphagraphics.com

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville

on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

Welcome to Jaywalker
Whether it's a formal dinner or simply hanging out with

friends, we make it our mission to provide our customers with
a great dining experience at an affordable price. 

Stop in anytime, or give us a call to make reservations.

Daily
Specials

Happy Hour
Tues-Fri

Closed
Mondays

Call for
reservations

— Barker Kids of the Week —
KOTW honors to Bob King (north shore) and Harold Cranmer 
(west shore) for being the “best dressed” at last weekend’s 
Corn & Sausage roast.  Thanks to Pat McGann for sending the 
pic in to the Barker.

Pete and Nathalie Rior-
dan, grandson-in-law and 
great granddaughter of Joe 
O’Brien (East Side), getting in 
their morning paddle.

Thanks to Karen Curtis-Miller 
for the pic



— Barker Kids of the Week —

SuSIE TuCkER 
Realty
574-320-6697 Cell
269-641-5775 Office

www.susietucker.com
Susie@susietucker.com

Waterfront Specialist 
Serving Michigan 

and Indiana

Clockwise from top left: Darrell Sergent of Crown Point, 
IN and Jerry Hacker of Cedar Lake, IN were day guests 
of their niece Debbie Hall (cove); Forrest, Sir Bentley and 
Bud Hall of the cove enjoying the lake; Florence Sergent 
of Crown Point, IN and Gale Hacker of Cedar Lake, IN 
were day guests of their niece Debbie Hall; Dr. Tom and 
Barbara Pugh of Marco Island, FL were day guests of 
niece Debbie Hall.



Working in conjunction with Birch Lake resident Rick Doolittle

— Barker Kids of the Week —

The Pettys (North Shore) sure had fun with all the cousins!  We miss you already!



Aries (March 21-April 19) - This week 
is one of the best times to improve all your relation-
ships - love affairs, professional partnerships, even 
your relationship with an enemy. People will be rea-
sonable with each other. Not only will you under-
stand the needs and the wants of someone else, 
you will be fair-minded and accommodating. It will 
also be easy to express affection for someone close 
to you. This is also an excellent time for legal con-
frontations and settling lawsuits. . 

Taurus (April 20-May 20) - The next 
five weeks will favor everything related to your work 
and your job. You will enjoy warm relations with 
coworkers and customers. You will easily resolve dif-
ficulties with others. You might get a raise; you will 
certainly get praise. This is an excellent time to dis-
cuss agreements and come to a consensus with 
someone. Venus will also favor your health in the 
next month - except, it will tempt you with sweets, 
desserts and fattening foods. Just remember: Never 
eat more than you can lift. 

gemini (May 21-June 20) - Put fun and 
entertainment at the top of your list! This is the per-
fect time to enjoy a vacation. It’s also the perfect 
time to enjoy love affairs and romance, sports 
events and playful times with children. Admittedly, 
your self-discipline will be low because you want to 
play - not work. Because you will enjoy games and 
fun diversions, all kinds of creative activities will also 
appeal. Visit museums and art galleries. Attend con-
certs and firework displays. 

Cancer (June 21-July 22) - You are a 
nester, and during this time, Venus will create and 
attract opportunities for you to have a peaceful time 
at home and enjoy quiet hours either alone or enter-
taining. You will feel relaxed and at ease. Life will be 
congenial. Even relations with parents will improve. 
You will dabble in redecorating projects and want to 
make your home more attractive. It’s true that you 
might overdo the food and drink department.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) - It’s curious but 
you will notice more beauty in your daily world and 
your appreciation of your surroundings will deepen 
and increase. Likewise, you might see how much 
love there is in your daily world through the contacts 
you meet regularly. Because Venus will affect your 
thinking, you will see relationships between ideas 
and events that you missed before. Indeed, genius 
is seeing relationships where others do not. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - Venus is the 
planet of love but it is also the planet of money. The 
good news is that in the next month, Venus will trav-
el through your Money House, specifically the one 
governing earnings, cash flow and spending. This 
means many of you will see ways to make money 
on the side. Some of you will get a better paying job. 
In some way, you will probably boost your wealth. 
You will also want to spend money on beautiful 
things, on art, jewelry, clothing and such. Caution 
against being extravagant! 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) - In the next 
five weeks, you will want to avoid controversy. This 
is the perfect time to make peace with someone. 
You will also attract people to you, friends and 
potential lovers. This is an ideal time to take a vaca-
tion. Accept invitations to socialize! Enjoy the arts. 
During this window of time, you will like the clothing 
that you buy for yourself.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) - The next 
5-6 weeks will be a strong indication that many of 
you will have a secret love affair or a secret crush on 
someone. Despite this secret aspect, ironically, you 
are very much high viz. This is why bosses, parents 
and VIPs are so impressed with you! You might also 
have to take care of a loved one or help someone in 
need. This placement of Venus encourages self-de-
nial and unselfish behavior. It promotes forbearance 
and grace in your dealings with others. Very admira-
ble! (Is that halo too tight?)

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - A 
social month ahead is on the books for your sign. 
This is a wonderful time to socialize because all your 
interactions with others will be loving and affection-
ate. This applies to one-to-one friendships as well as 
to group settings or business conferences. You will 
feel secure in who you are and you will be willing to 
help others, especially in a group. Because of this 
increased affection for others, some of you will begin 
a romance. Conversely, romantic partners will value 
their good friendship with each other. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - Venus 
will travel across the top of your chart for the next 
month. This will make you look good in the eyes of 
others, in fact, you will look so good to bosses, some 
of you will begin a new love relationship with a men-
tor figure or a boss. Whereas before the exalted 
position of this person was a barrier - it will now be 
an attraction. Meanwhile, you will be approached for 
your creative input on making something look more 
attractive. You will be successful in working harmoni-
ously with others.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - Exciting 
possibilities await you in the next six weeks. One of 
the most obvious will be a chance to travel for plea-
sure. However, you will also have opportunities to 
enjoy art exhibits, beautiful places and discuss 
provocative ideas. It’s the perfect time for a vacation. 
It’s also the perfect time to explore any kind of con-
sciousness-expanding experience by taking a 
course or a workshop. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) - For the 
next six weeks, you will attract money, assets, 
wealth and advantages to you through others. Or 
you will also find it easy to get a loan or a mortgage 
from a financial institution. But your benefits are not 
all financial - because this is also the part of your 
chart that deals with sex. Love relationships will take 
on a greater intensity and become a vehicle for self 
transformation and inward change.

Your Horoscope

The Moon for 
this Saturday
(At Midnight, US Central time, 

as viewed from the Northern Hemisphere) 
Illuminated Fraction: 0.012 
0.9 days since new moon

Sunrise: 06:45:07 AM
Sunset: 20:49:16 PM

Moonrise: 06:51:03 AM
Moonset: 21:16:48 PM
Daylight:  14 Hr 04 Min 08 Sec

Temps provided by Steve Quinlan

Birch Lake environmental data

New Moon



Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.
VOTED NILES
BUSINESS OF

THE YEAR! Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year! 

2400 N 5th ● Niles, MI
269-687-7192 Niles, MI

866-751-1470 Toll Free

After Hours
Emergency
Service

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
● Licensed Plumbers 
● Drug-Free Employees 
● Criminal Background Checked Employees 
● No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done 
● 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
● True 24-Hour Emergency Service 
● Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”
● Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms 
● Longest Warranties in the Business    
● Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee 

During Business Hours

● Bonus  — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net

Major Credit Cards Accepted

®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

— Barker Weekly Puzzle —
How many four-sided shapes 

does this diagram have?
A. 12-15
B. 16-21
C. 22-30
D. 30-35



BIRCH BARKER FUNNIES

— Weekly Puzzle Solution —
Correct answer: C
Explanation: On counting the number of individual quad-
rilaterals and clubbed quadrilaterals by combining one or 
more elementary ones, one would arrive at the answer.



~Birch Lake Recipes~
Provided Exclusively to the Birch Barker from Mrs. Ima Foodnudge

Ingredients
•	 	2	tablespoons	ex-
tra-virgin olive oil 
•	 	1	tablespoon	balsamic	
vinegar 
•	 	1	teaspoon	flaked	salt,	
divided 
•	 	2	large	heirloom	to-
matoes, thinly sliced 
•	 	2	ripe	peaches	-	
halved, pitted, and sliced 
into half moons 
•	 	6	leaves	fresh	basil	
•	 	1	(8	ounce)	ball	fresh	
mozzarella, thinly sliced 

Directions 
1. Whisk olive oil, bal-

samic vinegar, and a 
pinch flaked salt together 
in a bowl until dressing is 
smooth.
2. Alternate tomato 
slices, peach slices, basil 

leaves, and mozzarel-
la slices in layers on a 
platter. Drizzle dressing 
over salad and sprinkle 
remaining flaked salt on 
top.

Peach and tomato Caprese salad



It’s hard to believe, but here we 
are in the last week of camp! In 
fact, by the time most of you read 

this, the last group of campers will 
be checking out and our staff will be 
cleaning and closing things up for 
the summer.
 If you get your Barker on Fri-
day, don’t forget that this Friday 
night around 9 pm is our candelight 
serenade at the waterfront. If you’ve 
never seen it before, definitely come 
out on your boat and float in front of 
camp to see the campers and staff 
come down the stairs with their 
candles! We will gather on the camp 
pier and sing to those gathered on 
the lake.
 I wanted to say a huge thank 
you to Michelle Seyfarth for organiz-
ing this year’s house walk. The house 
walk raised $2,375, which will be 
used for scholarships for kids to at-
tend camp. I know that a lot of time 
and energy went into this event! 
Thank you to all of the families who 
opened their homes to visitors, and 
all of the volunteers who shuttled 
people around in their boats, and 
everyone who helped with ticket 

sales, collecting tickets, and getting 
everything put together for this 
event. And, of course, to everyone 
who participated in the house walk. 
 We are excited to be able to 
provide more campers with the 
opportunity to attend Camp, both 
this summer, and next summer. 
This year, we provided full or partial 
scholarships to a total of 76 campers, 
and raised over $35,000 for camper-
ships!
 We finished out the summer 
with a grand total of 962 campers, 
which is 2 more than we had last 
year. It’s a little short of our goal for 
the year, but we’re happy to have 
served so many kids! It’s a long way 
from the 351 we had in 2006!
 Next week we have a rental 
group at camp for the week. It’s a 
church from the Detroit area, and 
this is the 2nd year they’ve done a 
week of camp for their youth. They’ll 
be here from Monday afternoon 
through Saturday midday. Last year 
they just did a two-day camp, so 
they’re expanding this year and have 
more kids coming with them for the 
week. 

 The past few years we have been 
able to utilize camp more and more 
during the “shoulder season,” or the 
months that we don’t run our own 
camp programs. It’s great to be able 
to bring more people out here, and 
introduce more kids and families to 
Camp Tannadoonah! This year, we 
have this church group, two wed-
dings, a birthday party, a sorority 
retreat, and our own fall camp and 
family camp weekend planned, in 
the months of August, September, 
and October. 
 As we bring the camp season 
to a close, I want to say thank you 
to all of the people from the Birch 
Lake community who support camp, 
by volunteering, making donations, 
attending the pancake breakfast, 
serving on our Board, sending their 
children and grandchildren to camp, 
and helping spread the word about 
camp to others in the community. 
We truly appreciate everything that 
the Lake Community does to help us 
be successful! 
 Thank you!

~Miss Amber

— Camp Tannadoonah —
Closing things up for the year



FOR SALE

House for sale: 63306 Birch 
Rd.; 3 BR, 2.5 bath, 2600 SQ FT., 94 FT front-
age, 2 stall attached garage, 2 full kitchens, 
many other extras, $725,000, call PJ or Sue 
Vandewalle, 476-7086 for appt or more info.

For sale, 1983 Vagabond 14 
sailboat. Good condition. Sails, rudder, 
and centerboard stored out of the weather. No 
trailer. If interested call Chris Stevens (South 
Side) at 317-771-8531.  $750.

We are entertaining offers on a low-mileage 
four-seat (two pedal two coast) Sea Ryder 
pedal boat.  Test rides available ... 
assuming you pedal.  Stop by the King cottage 
middle of the North shore.

Motorola Modem: Brand new modem 
compatible with xfinity. Idea for a ranch with 
walk out. Best offer available. Contact Angela 
561-603-5522.

60x40 solid oak table with two 
matching 15” leaves to make table 75 or 90 
inches long.  Table pads to fit complete table.  
Two upholstered captain chairs and four uphol-
stered regular chairs. Call 574-215-5902 or 
574-215-3339 to see it.

1950s Heywood Wakefield 
desk with chair. Solid maple. $100 

OBO.  Call 574-215-5902 to see.

CDB Hemp Oil - UltraCell full spectrum 
CDB hemp oil is the No. 1 hemp oil in the 
country.  It is water-soluble and 94 percent 
absorption into your system.  No THC!  If you 
would like to get a free sample call me, and we 
can arrange a time.  Donna Stevens 317-201-
8554.  This product has literally changed my 
life.

Lazy Lodge honey for sale!  Local, 
raw, unprocessed delicious honey ...$8.00 per 
lb. Call or text #312-983-0863 and BUZZ on 
over to get yours before we run out!

“Samantha” American girl doll 
with several outfits and accessories.  $150 for 
all.  Contact Debbie at 219-765-8691.

FOR RENT
Interested in a unique, fun vacation? Check out 
renting the most inexpensive but cutest and 
best-located rental in The Villages, 
Florida at ourhome4rent.com/cjp

LOST
Missing: Two orange dog balls 
(hard rubber). Please call Tom or Jan 269-476-
7075.

Lost: Black kayak paddle. Di Wozny 
at 574-315-4915 Cottage #4 South Side

LOST: white boat bumper 20” x 6” 
diameter. Call 476-2642

FOuND
Cornhole game floated to eastside pier 
of Bad Patty, 63168 Birch Rd.  476-2615.

SERVICES
I do sewing and mending at fair pric-
es - zippers, hemming, small alterations; call 
Kathy at 476-9317

If you are in need of yard work or ani-
mal care this summer call Claire Brovold 
at 1(574) 323-3683.

WANTED
Toilet paper rolls and bottle 
caps (like from Snapple bottles).  Contact 
Amber M. Grundy, 574-387-6095 or email 
amber@riverbendcampfire.org

CLassiFied adVerTising

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Classified ads in the Birch 

Barker are free to BLYC 
members, $5 for everyone 

else.  Send your ads to 
sailorphil@philvitale.com

2018 BLYC Officers 
Commodore: karen Curtis-Miller 

karen.curtis-miller@bayer.com, 574-261-6712
Vice Commodore: Angela Bergan 

berganfsu@aol.com, 561-603-5522
Deb Spratt Treasurer (N) ...................476-2113

debspratt@comcast.net
Mike Sheffieck Secretary (W) ............476-1849

mcsheff@aol.com
Pat Mcgann Fleet Captain (E) ......574-532-5377

pat@mcgannhay.com

2018 BLYC Directors 
Greg Bolin (W) ...........................................476-2420

gbolin31@aol.com
Ed Chester (E) ........................................... 476-1010

ed@chesterlawoffice.com

Harold Cranmer (W) ..........................574-264-6817
dhcranmer@yahoo.com 

Terry Dugan (S) .........................................476-2814
s581122@aol.com

Celia Fallon (E) .......................................... 476-1467
celia.fallon@gmail.com

Fred Freihofer ............................................ 476-9823
cdfreihofer@aol.com

Chas Grundy (H) ....................................... 476-7062
Chas.grundy@gmail.com

Patty Luecht (E) Past Comm ....................476-2615
Pgalloway4@yahoo.com

Sarah Petty (N) .......................................... 476-7068
sarahkpetty@gmail.com

Vickie Rogers (C) ......................................476-2383
tvrogers@frontier.com

Rick Russwurm (N) ...................................476-2407
paramountp@aol.com

Scott Troeger (E) .......................................476-9898
scott.troeger@btlaw.com

PJ Vandewalle (E) ..................................... 476-7086
pjvandewalle@gmail.com

Phil Vitale (E) ...........................................476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com

Sandy Vitale (E) ........................................ 476-1680
sv6102@gmail.com

Bob Waddle (E) ......................................... 476-2293
sparkybob220@comcast.net

Past Comm. Sue Williams (S) ..................476-8886
smwillia@comcast.net

BLYC WATER quALITY COMMITTEE
Paul Fallon, BLYC Water Quality Committee
Chairman (E) ............................................. 476-1467

paulf@hrpconstruction.com

2018 BLyC officers and directors





$____  -  BLyC Member dues ($30 / year)

$____  -  BLyC associate Member* dues  ($10 / year)
*Associate membership is available to current associate members 

and for non-lake residents who wish to support the BLYC

$____  -  homeowners’ assoc. ($10 / year)

$____  -  sailing Fees ($15 / year)

$____  -  Building improvement Fund

$____  -  Fireworks Fund

$____  -  Water Quality Program

$____  -  Milfoil/Loosestrife eradication

$____  -  safety Committee

$____  -  other non-party related expenses

$____  -  BLyC roof Fund

$____  -  BLYC AED Fund

$____  -  Misc.

Total contribution:

$__________________

name_________________________________________________

address_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Make checks payable to

BLYC
c/o Deb Spratt, Treasurer

18100 Farmington Hills Dr.
South Bend, IN 46637

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
Pay your 2018 dues now!

support the BLyC, support our Birch Lake Community!

Want to buy or sell a house?
I can help in so many ways!

     It made sense to open a real estate brokerage in 
the area I have lived and worked for so many years. 
I love this part of Michigan! I love the lakes, the 
farm fields, the local businesses, the people!  When 
I worked in township government, I saw how hard 
it can be to navigate the system ... for a variance, a 
permit, a land split, a lot-line adjustment, an appeal 
for a change due to an error on a property tax as-
sessment.  I can help with all of that!  And when it 
comes to real estate, I’m committed to YOu.  I use  
the same tools as other, larger brokerages, but I 
work harder and smarter.  Read my testimonials at 
WillowTreeRealty.com. I am the best choice to sell 
your property or find you one here. I’m local, I’m sin-
cere, I have proven experience. I know the communi-
ty, and they know me.

Vickie Hall
CELL - 574-849-9957 OFFICE - 269-641-7928
WillowTreeRealty.com willowtree.vickie@gmail.com





We’ve Got You Covered!

SUMMERSUMMER’S HERE!S HERE!

CALL US CALL US TTODODAAY!Y!

● Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

● Roll Curtains for
Screened Porches

● Aluminum Porch
Canopies

● Boat Covers and Tops
● Canvas Repair
● Aluminum Awnings

SALES ● SERVICE ● INSTALLATION

Call us for a free
at-home

demonstration!

Locally owned
and operated

since 1985

12291 Bidelman Road ● Three Rivers at Big Pleasant Lake

269 244-5307269 244-5307
wwwwww.sunandsshadea.sunandsshadeawningwning.com.com
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