
We couldn’t have asked for a 
better Memorial Day week-
end! It looked, smelled, felt, 

and sounded like summer – it was per-
fect! Now it just better stay that way!
	 One of my favorite summer activi-
ties is sitting on the deck with a cup of 
coffee and reading the Birch Barker. 
The Barker is the only newspaper left 
that will actually deliver to our neigh-
borhood! There are many volunteers 
involved in getting it to your doorstep. 
First, and foremost, we need to thank 
Phil Vitale. He is not only the editor, but 
he works very hard at securing all of the 
advertising. Because of the ads, the 
Barker is self-supporting! So please sup-
port our advertisers. Thanks also go to 
the many writers who submit weekly 
articles, Pat Welch and Alpha Graphics 
for printing, Stu Spratt for pick-up and 
delivery to the lake, Bob and Sue 
Waddle for sorting and distributing to 
the delivery crew, and (last, but not 
least) to the delivery team: Holly 
Troeger, Staci Whiteman, Julie Lacy, 
Buzz Rasmussen, Vickie Rogers, Sarah 

Petty, Linda Curtis, Claudia Phipps, 
and Bob Waddle. As you can see, it is 
quite a process!
	 Thank you to all of you! If it weren’t 
for you, I’d have to get another favorite 
activity!
	 Linda Yoshizawa has agreed to 
chair the committee that will put togeth-
er a 2017 Birch Lake calendar. Thank 
you, Linda! However, she can’t do it 
alone. She needs your beautiful Birch 
Lake pictures. So start going through 
your photos and send your favorites to 
her. Find more information regarding 
the pictures and deadline in the Barker.
	 Mark your calendars (hopefully, a 
Birch Lake calendar) for next Saturday, 
June 11. Claudia and I invite you all to 
join us at the Yacht Club at 6:30 pm for 
the Commodore/Vice Commodore party. 
Please come and enjoy a relaxing eve-
ning. Bring an appetizer or dessert to 
share.
	 The South Side is busy making 
plans for the Spaghetti Dinner on June 
18th. The South Side has done an 
AWESOME job the last two years. In 
full disclosure, I must mention that I 
live on the south side, but that has in no 
way influenced my opinion! So get your 
tickets early, and plan on a great dinner 

and a fun evening with neighbors!
	 Now that summer is “officially” 
here, I would like to remind everyone to 
be safe. There are lots of people on the 
water, and we need to constantly stay 
alert and watch out for each other. If 
you are operating a motorized boat, 
please watch out for the smaller 
non-motorized watercraft and swim-

Commodore’s Comments 2016 Birch Lake Calendar

June 4........... Porter Twp. Cleanup Day, 8-Noon, 
American Waste, Mason St., Union 

June 11	���������������������������Comm/Vice Com Party
June 18	������������������������������������  Spaghetti Dinner
June 25..............Peoples’ Regatta, 11 am, Lutz’s
June 25	�����������������Teen Night at BLYC, 7:30 pm
July 2......................Boat Parade, 2 pm, Bender’s
July 2	����������������������������������������������������� Fireworks 
July 3	��������������������������������������Fireworks rain date
July 3	��������������������������������������Pancake Breakfast 
July 22	������������������������������BL Ladies’ Golf Outing
July 29	������������������������������������� Men’s Golf Outing
Aug. 6	�����������������������������Corn & Sausage Roast)
Aug. 27	�������������������������������������BLYC Fall Dinner 

(at the Yacht Club)

BLYC Board Meetings (9 am)
June 4, July 9, Au. 6, Sept. 10  @ BLYC

More info as available.; Dates subject to 
change; Watch the Barker for updates!

The Birch Barker is always accepting materials for publication.  Please E-mail your materials to sailorphil@philvitale.com, or put the items  in the stone 
newspaper/mailbox at my home, 63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore).  Please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope if you want photos or other materials 
returned.  To contact me by phone, call (269) 476-1680, or contact BLYC Commodore Sue Williams at 476-8886 or email smwillia@comcast.net.  ~Phil V

T h e  o f f i c i a l  s u m m e r  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e
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Thanks to the Steffens (east side) for the great mess-o-fish-pic their grandson Elliott caught last weekend!



mers. I might add a special note of cau-
tion to swimmers. If you are swimming 
in a non-swimming area (i.e., outside of 
the 100’ no wake zone), be advised that 
it is very difficult for people to see you, 
especially in choppy water, and you 
should take extra precautions.
	 Stay safe and enjoy the water!

~Commodore Sue

BLYC Boat Parade
	 We’ve all seen Macy’s Thanksgiving 
Day Parade and the Rose Bowl Parade, 
but none can compare to the Annual 
Birch Lake Boat Parade, held right here 
on beautiful Birch Lake.  After much 
deliberation, the Boat Parade 
Committee has chosen the theme for the 
2016 event.  This year’s theme will be 
“Favorite Recording Artist (or group).”  

From Jimmy Buffett to Blake Shelton, 
from the Beatles to ZZ Top, from 
Beyoncé to Prince or from Kiss to U2, 
the selection is endless. We could even 
throw in a little Lawrence Welk.  
	 The parade will begin at 2 pm on 
July 2 at Dick Bender’s pier on the 
south side.  The parade will be led by 
this year’s Grand Marshalls who’s iden-
tity will be revealed in the July 2 Birch 
Barker.  Let’s get started planning right 
away because time is fleeting and we 
want to make this year’s parade the best 
ever.  

Calendar Photographers Needed!
	 It feels as if summer 2016 has just 
begun, but it’s already time to start 
thinking about the 2017 Birch Lake 
Calendar. So search out your best pho-
tos and send them in. We need horizon-
tal color photos from all seasons. Since 
the pictures need to be enlarged, camera 
photos often work better than phone 
photos. Please e-mail your best pictures 
(no more than five) to lindal1008@com-
cast.net or give them to Linda 
Yoshizawa, Vickie Rogers, Sue Williams, 
or Carla Chester by July 17.

Commodore/Vice Commodore 
Party coming soon!
	 Please join us at the Commodore/
Vice Commodore party on June 11 at 
6:30 pm at the Yacht Club. Enjoy a 
relaxing evening catching up with old 

— Birch Lake Notes —

Simply Stunning
     Have you seen the stunning new 
stamped-concrete compass rose at 
the Birch Lake Yacht Club?

     This is just one example of 
the custom concrete services 
and products available to our 
friends and neighbors here
at Birch Lake.

     Interested in a whole new 
look for your plain old concrete 
garage, patio or entrance?

Thanks to our Artist-in-Residence, Duffy Dufour for the great lake art ... 



— Birch Lake Notes —
friends and meeting new ones. Please 
bring an appetizer or dessert to share. 
Hope to see you there!

~Sue and Claudia

Thanks for the help!
	 Thanks to the Mullin pontoon crew 
and especially Matt Scheuer for diving 
into the water and providing assistance 
on Sunday to a sailor in distress.  I 
might have figured it out on my own but 
it sure was a heck of a lot easier to have 
the help.  I appreciate it a lot.  Thanks 
for being great Birch Lake neighbors.  

~Stu

Pontoon boat &/or motor wanted
	 Our pastor at Our Lady of the Lake, 
Father Joe McCormick OSA, maintains 
the summer retreat cottage (on Baldwin 
Lake) for his religious order, the 
Augustinians from Chicago. Besides the 
cottage, he needs to arrange for a pon-
toon boat to be in  good working order. 
(No, these priests do not walk on water.)
	 If anyone has a pontoon boat that is 
in good working order and would like to 
donate it and/or sell it to at a very rea-
sonable cost to the Augustinian religious 
order besides “heavenly rewards” you 
would receive a letter of an “in kind” 
donation for a tax deduction (to the full 
extent of the law).
	 Father Joe is willing to negotiate 
the purchase of the boat or motor – and 
will gladly speak with you about this 

By The Tracks

BACK ON 
TRACK!
56951 N. Main St.
Three Rivers, MI

(269) 273-9015

Visit us again
For the First Time!

Frankie’s Restaurant in Three Rivers has new 
owners.  Over the past few months we have 

been working very hard to return the 
quality of the food and the quality of the dining experience to the 
levels that so many of us fondly remember from years ago.  We 
hope you’ll stop by and learn what we mean when we say that 

we’re “Back on Track!”

Open M-Th 11-10, Friday & Saturday 11-11 Closed Sunday. 
Daily food & drink specials

follow us on Facebook at frankiesbythetracks

That’s my neighbor John Luecht (east side) showing off the cool aprons that Blair 
Garceau bought with the money from the Corn & Sausage Roast and Bad Patty 
(John’s Mom) embroidered ... 



venture. He can be reached at 
269-699- 5870.
	 Come on Birch Lakers – 
let’s get those priests on the 
water again.

~Our Lady of the Lake 
Parishioners

Pancake Breakfast
	 Come join us on Sunday, 
July 3 for the annual 
Pancake Breakfast at Camp 
Tannadoonah.  From 8:30 am 
to 11 am, we’ll be dishing up 
all-you-can-eat pancakes (a 
limited supply of gluten-free 
pancakes will be available), 
sausages, fruit, coffee and 
juice!
	 Cost for breakfast is $5 
for adults, kids age 6-10 are 
$2 (kids age 5 and under are 
free).
	 Last year’s proceeds from 
the breakfast were used to 
buy materials to build new 
bunks in the cabins at Camp 
Tannadoonah. 
	 Come and have breakfast 
and show your support for all 
the great kids who attend 
Camp!

Online content
	 The printed Birch Barker 
will be online this season, as 
well as additional content ... 
go to www.philvitale.com and
follow the links.

Fourth of July fireworks 
change
	 Due to changes in safety 
regulations and insurance, 
the Fourth of July fireworks 
can no longer be fired from 
the waterfront at Camp 
Tannadoonah.  After a “test” 
fire last fall we have deter-
mined that the best available 
option is to fire from the 
camp’s sports field next to the 

tennis and basketball court.  
Unfortunately this change 
will mean that people view-
ing from the homes in the 
Cove, north shore, and the 
north side of both the east 
and west shores of Birch 
Lake won’t be able to see a 
good portion of the show 
unless they find a spot on the 
south side or go onto the lake 
in a boat to watch the show.
	 We’re sorry for the incon-
venience.

~Commodore Sue 

BLYC Welcoming 
Committee
	 We are ready to rock and 
roll on our Welcoming 
Committee.  If you know of a 
new neighbor please contact 
Vicky Rogers at 269-476-
2383, Pam VanHuffel 269-
244-3487 and Linda Curtis at 
574-361-2629. Thanks.

Alpha Graphics is new 
printer
	 Thanks to new Birch 
Lake resident Pat Welch 
(south side), owner of Alpha 
Graphics in South Bend and 
Elkhart.  Alpha Graphics is 
the new printer of the Birch 
Barker this year, replacing 
Office Max (which merged 
with Office Depot last year 
and closed the store where 
the Barker was previously 
printed).  We look forward to 
a great relationship!

Printed Birch Barker
	 Welcome to the printed 
Birch Barker.  The Birch 
Barker is a service of the 
Birch Lake Yacht Club and 
provided free of charge every 
weekend to all the homes on 
Birch Lake, thanks to our 
generous advertisers.

— Birch Lake Notes —

5pm

UNION INSURANCE AGENCY
Corner of US 12 & Union Rd., Union, MI 49130
Independent Agency
269-641-5995
fax: 269-641-5787
email: Sue@unionins.net
www.unionins.net

The view from a kayak ride on a quiet Tuesday night. 
Photo by Amanda Butler



	 The Barker welcomes the submis-
sion of editorial and advertising materi-
als for publication (at the discretion of 
the editor), Phil Vitale (476-1680, email: 
sailorphil@philvitale.com).
	 The deadline for submitting ads 
and information for any Barker is 
by 3 pm on the Tuesday of the week 
before publication (example: the dead-
line for materials for the June 4 issue is 
3 pm on Tuesday, May 31) ... thanks.
	 I’m at 476-1680 or sailorphil@philvi-
tale.com ... for questions or problems 
with delivery please contact Commodore 
Sue Williams (476-8886, email: smwil-
lia@comcast.net) or Bob & Sue Waddle 
(476-3393 or email: sparkybob220@com-
cast.net).

Free Fishing Weekend
	 Don’t miss your chance to explore 
our state’s world-class fisheries – for 
FREE! Come on out as part of the 2016 
Summer Free Fishing Weekend: 
Saturday, June 11 and Sunday, June 
12.  As part of this weekend, all fishing 
license fees are waived for two days with 
residents and out-of-state visitors 
allowed to enjoy fishing on both inland 
and Great Lakes’ waters for all species 
of fish during their respective open sea-
sons. Please note all other regulations 
still apply during that time.

Water Quality data is online
	 The latest water quality date from 

the Cooperative Lakes Monitoring 
Project is available online at http://www.
philvitale.com/Barker/BirchBarker.htm 
... just click the link at the bottom of the 
page to see the complete report.

Riparian Magazine
	 The Michigan Riparian Foundation 
and it’s publication, the Michigan 
Riparian Magazine, provide information 
on Michigan’s shoreline, lakes, and 

streams and on issues, events and pro-
grams dealing with the management 
and wise use of Michigan waters.
	 The Riparian Magazine is available 
to BLYC members at a reduced rate.  
For information or to subscribe check 
out http://mi-riparian.org/subscribe

Reminder
	 Remember all motorized boats must 
travel counter-clockwise at all times!

— Birch Lake Notes —
LET’S TRY THIS AGAIN

3rd Annual Don Harman People’s Regatta
SAILING FOR ALL AGES; NO EXPERIENCE REQUIRED

NO BOAT? NO PROBLEM!
You may join the crew with an experienced SAILOR

Launching from Lutz’s on North Shore  (next to Camp T.)

JUNE 25, 2016
Arrival Time: 10:30 am; Sailing/Race Time: 11 am

Picnic lunch (hotdogs, chips) following; soft drinks and H20 provided
Adults: BYOB

Please provide your own life jackets and towels
(next rain date TBA)

More Information? Call Amy at 476-2843 or Bad Patty 476-2615
SEE YOU ON THE WATER

kid-of-the-week photos
Send your kid of the week  to Birch Barker, 63174 Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI 
49095; put them in a ziplock and stick them in my stone mailbox at my 

home (east side), email at sailorphil@philvitale.com 



BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB

Saturday, June 18

5:30-8:00 PM
Enjoy a great dinner with friends and support the yacht club too! This year’s dinner is sponsored by the southside and promises 
to be a great event. Dinner includes spaghetti with two sauces, salad, dessert and ice tea or lemonade.

Take outs are also available.

Tickets must be purchased in advance by calling Southside: Pam VanHuffle 244-3487, Mike Machalleck 476-2642, Diana 
Wozny 476-7054 or Lisa Groszek 219-384-0349; Eastside: Linda Yoshizawa 476-2308; Northside: Carol Freihofer 476-9823;
Cove: Vickie Rogers 476-2383; Westside: Tom Kuhn 476-7075

Children 3 and under are free

Ages 3-6 $4

Ages 6-Adult are $8



Some of us are fortunate enough to 
wake up every morning looking 
out on the lake.  With summer 

coming and the weather warming up, 
the lake can be sometimes perfectly 
calm.  Thus, whatever is happening on 
the lake is more visible and not disrupt-
ed by wind and waves.  
	 We mention this because occasional-
ly you will see potentially large patches 
of “stuff” on the lake that does not have 
an appetizing appearance.  However, in 
all likelihood what we are seeing is per-
fectly natural and will be dissipated with 
sun, a breeze, and even minimal wave 
action. 
	 At this time of the late spring and 
early summer, the lake is the site of 
numerous insect hatches.  Midges, may-
flies, and other small creatures that grow 
and feed in the lake until they emerge 
to mate, lay eggs on the water for the 
next generation, and then die.  I am not 
talking about the handful of dragonflies 
but the millions of mayflies.  The skele-
tons from the larval stages from which 
they emerge stays in the water. These 
mix on the surface with all the tree 
seeds and pollen from the surrounding 
landscape providing a rich soup for the 
natural bacteria in the water.  In hours 
the material can breakdown looking 
somewhat unpleasant and producing gas 
bubbles as part of the process of bacterial 
digestion.  In the absence of the perfectly 
calm flat water at daybreak we would 

never be aware of this.  However, this is 
absolutely natural and part of the cycle 
of life on the lake.  
	 Although not uncommon with the 
large hatches, it can also occur at other 
times during the summer.  A number 
of times over the years in response to 
residents’ concerns, Terry has tested 
samples of this material and no E Coli 
bacteria have been found, or only in 
numbers reflective of our population of 
water birds etc.  There were lots of insect 
parts and pollen grains however. 
	 These patches, maybe acres in size, 
are not to be confused with the richer, 
thick, and colored blue green algae 
blooms which may randomly occur close 
to a shoreline later in the summer, 
usually following a day when the breeze 
was blowing toward that shore.  We have 
only had a few small algae bloom occur-
rences over the years which quickly went 
away.     
	 As touched upon in last week’s 
Barker, we will be talking more about 
shoreline development and maintenance 
this summer.  As one aspect  of that, we 
are planning to conduct a full lake shore-
line survey as part of the CLMP program 
called “Score the Shore.”  In a few weeks 
we may ask for anyone who wishes to 
volunteer to assist in this (basically a 
long pontoon boat ride with lots of notes).  
To get an idea of what this may entail, 
you can do your own sort of score the 
shore.  Go to www.mishorelandstewards.

org for some education and where you 
can do an online questionnaire related to 
your property.  Although, you can grade 
your property, that is not the intent 
today, but rather developing awareness 
and helping to prepare for more dis-
cussion in this column as the summer 
proceeds.
	 A somewhat bothersome trend has 
already been occurring on the lake.  As 
most of you are aware, the water clarity 
the last two years during the summer 
months has been poor to say the least.  
We have already conducted two secchi 
disk readings this year.  On May 19 the 
visibility was down to 24 feet, but on 
May 26 it had already degraded to 14 
feet.  The water has a more greenish 
cast indicating algae growth which may 
explain some of the loss of clarity.  We 
will continue to report on this during the 
summer.   

Checking out the ‘stuff’ on the lake
— Water Quality Report —

BLYC PRESENTS 
TEEN NIGHT
This is an opportunity for our teens 

on Birch Lake to meet and greet 
other teens, ages 13-17. It will be a 
chaperoned event, and will include 
refreshments, games, and music.

Date: June 25, 2016

Time 7:30 -11 pm

Place: BLYC

For more information

email Keith Kinzler @

keithkinzler@gmail.com

or call (815) 6932975

SAVE THE DATE; Birch Lake Ladies’ 

FUN Golf Outing
Friday, July 22; $35 per Golfer

Diamond Lake Golf Course
Tee Off Time 9 am

Cost includes green fees, cart, 
beverages,and more FUN and 
GAMES than money can buy!
50/50 raffles, Team Prizes.

Lunch following at the BLYC 
(included in cost)

Each team is encouraged to donate a basket to raffle.

Deadline to sign up is July 22
Get Your Teams Together!

Team Members
1.____________________________
2.____________________________
3.____________________________
4.____________________________

For more Information Watch the 
Birch Barker

Bad Patty Luecht 476-2615



The sailing season is about to 
begin! After having a gorgeous 
weekend last week, giving every-

one a chance to get there rigging done 
and possibly a little practice in, it is 
time to put that hard work to the test. 
As in the past races will start at 11 am 
with a possible one hour delay if the 
winds don’t cooperate.
     We are always looking for help on 
the committee boat, please call Bad 

Patty Luecht (476-2615 or 317-605-
6421) or myself ( 476-2843 or 269-207-
1153) if you are able to help us on a 
Sunday morning, it’s always a great 
time! In closing everyone have a great 
and safe summer, and hope to see all 
you sailors out there this weekend!
	 Until next week, “ Splice the main 
Brace”

~“Fleet Captain Mike”               

Sailing once again!
Fleet Captain’s Corner

2016

Note: The Start/Finish line of 
the MC Course is CLOSED 
except to start and 
finish the races; sailors 
MAY NOT cross between the 
starting mark and the com-
mittee boat at any other time 
during the races.

2016



— Barker Sailing Page —

Eagle Lake Marine
SALES * SERVICE * STORAGE

SanPan, Aqua Patio, Sweetwater Pontoon,
Polar Kraft Aluminum Fishing Boats, Hurricane Deck 

Boats, Honda Outboards, Yamaha outboards and 
MerCruiser Stern Drives

eaglelakemarine.com 
269-699-5103 

south side of Eagle Lake, Edwardsburg, MI

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville

on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

Welcome to Jaywalker
Whether it's a formal dinner or simply hanging out with

friends, we make it our mission to provide our customers with
a great dining experience at an affordable price. 

Stop in anytime, or give us a call to make reservations.

Daily
Specials

Happy Hour
Tues-Fri

Closed
Mondays

Call for
reservations

Sunday is 
sailing day at 
Birch Lake.  

Races Start at 
11 am ... please 

give ’em a 
break and stay 

clear of the 
course.

And don’t 
forget that 

sailboats 
always 
have the 

right-of-way!



— Barker Kids of the Week —
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= your success

 660 County Rd 15, Elkhart, IN 46516
(574) 295-1203,

us599@alphagraphics.com

Gracie Lintner holding the Camp Tannadoonah quilt made for 
her by her Grandma, Karen Scofield (west side).

Memorial Day Regatta for One?  Bill Luecht was one of sev-
eral sailors who went out sailing on Memorial Day despite the 
fact that there 



— Barker Kids of the Week —

Birch Lake (Cove) Home
62746 Woodland Drive

Newly remodeled 3 BR home on Birch Lake! 
New gas furnace and central air with all new 
duct work. New well and all new windows. 
New Nantucket bead board kitchen cabinets 
and all new appliances including a main level 
laundry area. Bath has all new fixtures. Open 
concept living and dining area with brick 
fireplace and skylight. Loft with bedroom, en-
closed front porch and deck. All new flooring 
and newly insulated walls and drywall. Move 
in ready!  $289,900

The Steffen family (east 
side) had a great weekend 
with their 6 year-old grand-
son Elliott visiting.



Handyman Repairs
* Roof to basement - inside and out

*Floors, doors, stairways, ceilings and windows
*Siding, roofing, driveways and sprinklers

*Decks and fences; fascia and soffits
* Plumbing, electrical, heating and A/C

Home Maintenance
* Painting - interior and exterior

*Gutters and chimney cleaning & repair
*We do windows

*Power washing, insulation and weatherproofing

Lawn Care
* Spring and fall yard clean up

*Tree and shrub trimming
* Rototill our garden

*Mowing and Trimming
*Fertilizing

Property Management
* Reliable caretaker

* Fulfills all absentee homeowner's needs
* Periodically checks your property

* Provides second home peace of mind
* Call for all lake property requirements 

FIREWOOD AVAILABLE

Dave's Residential Services
Home: (269) 476-2797

Wireless (269) 362-0724
davehardisty@comcast.net

— Barker Kids of the Week —

Five of the Vitale 
(east side) grandkids 
get Barker K-O-T-W 
honors this week; 
above are (left) 
Morgann Applegate 
taking a selfie and 
Dominic Vitale-Rich-
ards on the boat and 
at left, from left are 
Aley Vitale-Richards, 
Lexie and Cameron 
Phillips all cheesing 
it up while swimming 
off the pontoon.



Throughout this month, watch 
for three planets in the evening 
sky - Mars, Jupiter and Saturn.

	 Look first for the king planet Ju-
piter, the brightest star-like object in 
the June evening sky. It beams quite 
high up at dusk and nightfall. From 
here at the lake, Jupiter appears in 
the southwest sky, in the constella-
tion Serpico, at nightfall, and sets 
quite late after midnight.
	 From the lake, Mars and Saturn 
sit very low in the southeast at night-
fall. Those on the east side might 
have to wait an hour or so after 
darkness falls before seeing these two 
worlds shining quite close together.
	 Fortunately, you have almost all 
night long to view Mars and Saturn, 
which travel westward across the 
night sky from dusk until dawn.  
	 You can distinguish Mars from 
Saturn because Mars is, by far, the 
more brilliant of these two bright 
worlds just now. Mars ranks as the 
second-brightest starlike object to 
light up the evening sky.
	 Although you could possibly con-
fuse the star Antares for Saturn, you 
can differentiate Saturn from Antar-
es by color. Antares displays a bloody 
red hue while Saturn appears golden.
	 Best of all, Mars was closest to 
Earth for the year on May 30, and 
Saturn will be at its closest on June 
3, so these two worlds will be espe-
cially bright in our evening sky this 
month.
	 The other two bright planets, 
Mercury and Venus, are nowhere to 
be found just now. In the Northern 
Hemisphere, Mercury sits low in the 
glare of twilight and is hard to spot in 
the morning sky.
	 In an ironic twist, Venus, the 
brightest planet of them all, is the 
only bright planet that can’t be seen 
at all this month. Venus hides in the 

glare of the sun all month long. Its 
superior conjunction when it’s on the 
far side of the sun from Earth for 
this orbit occurs on June 6. Venus 
will actually pass directly behind the 
sun during this particular superior 
conjunction, exactly four years after 
Venus swung directly in front of the 
sun’s disk at inferior conjunction on 
June 6, 2012.
	 Venus is well known for its 
8-year cycles. The sun last covered 
over (occulted) Venus at superior 
conjunction some 8 years ago, in  
2008, and it will do so again some 8 
years from now, in 2024. An occulta-
tion of Venus by the sun at superior 
conjunction happens much more 
frequently than a transit of Venus at 
inferior conjunction. The next transit 
of Venus won’t happen until a while 
from now.
	 By the way, Venus has five 
superior conjunctions in a period of 8 
years, and five inferior conjunctions 
in a period of 8 years. In other words, 
one complete cycle from superior (or 
inferior) conjunction to the following 
superior (or infe-
rior) conjunction 
lasts 1.6 years.
	 In the mean-
time, while Venus 
is absent from this 
summer’s night-
time sky, look for 
three other planets 
- Jupiter, Mars and 
Saturn - as soon as 
darkness falls all 
month long.

~Stu Spratt
Celebrating more 
than 52 Years at 

 Birch Lake

Watch the evening sky for planets

Stu’s  Star Stuff

The Moon for this Saturday
(At Midnight, US Central time, 

as viewed from the Northern Hemisphere) 
Illuminated Fraction: 0.003 
0.2 days since new moon

Sunrise: 



Aries (March 21-April 19)  Many things 
are happening that impact your sign right now. 
However, two things are significant. One is that this 
is an excellent year to improve your health. It is also 
the best year since 2004 to improve your job, or get 
a better job, or get a better attitude to your existing 
job. It could be any of these options because the 
result will simply be that you will be happier doing 
what you do! 

Taurus (April 20-May 20) There are 
several messages from the universe coming to you 
right now. One of the most obvious is that this is 
your time to play! This is a great year for a fun vaca-
tion. Even if you already took a vacation - plan 
another because it won’t be as easy to slip away 
and have fun next year. 

Gemini (May 21-June 20) This is a sig-
nificant time because Saturn is opposite your sign. 
When Saturn opposes your sign, you often experi-
ence adversities. You feel physically tired and 
world-weary. Your ambitions are often thwarted by 
others. But in a way, you are rounding the Cape, 
and after this year, you will go forward to meet new 
opportunities for success. 

Cancer (June 21-July 22) This is a low-
key month because you are waiting for your birthday 
to arrive. This means that you can use this time to 
plan what you want your new year to be all about. 
One thing is certain, you are busting your buns 
working hard to keep it all together and prove to oth-
ers what you can do. Fortunately, you’re happy! This 
year it’s easy to have an optimistic attitude about life. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) At this stage in 
your life, you’re wondering about your future. Mostly, 
this is because you’re not exactly sure what it is you 
want to do. In a vague way, of course, you know 
what you are going to do to keep a roof over your 
head. But down deep, you are plumbing the depths 
of your being to find out what really inspires you. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) At this point in 
your life, it’s important to feel secure about where 
you live. You want to solidify your home base so you 
don’t worry about it anymore. This is why some of 
you might move again even though you moved 
recently. It is also why you might repair and fix up 
where you live because the bottom line is you want 
a refuge - a base from which you can sally forth to 
conquer the world. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) Some people 
feel solid with what’s happening in their lives; but it’s 
not so easy for you right now, is it? This doesn’t 
mean that you’re going off the rails, but things are 
nebulous and uncertain. One thing that is certain is 
that you are more in touch with your spiritual values 
and your spiritual world than you have been in other 
years. 

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) This is a 
feisty, energetic time because Mars is in your sign 
until August. Use this to get a lot done. If possible, 
do more physical exercise to burn off some of this 
pent-up energy, which might otherwise leak out as 
aggression. (Boo!) This is a time when you are think-
ing hard about your values and what really matters 
in life. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) This is 
a significant time in your life because Saturn is in 
your sign. It entered your sign last year for the first 
time since 1987-88. In fact, if you hearken back to 
that time, you will get a hint of what is going on now, 
which is basically that you have set off on a new 
journey! Not only might you be in a new country, a 
new job, a new relationship - whatever - you are 
also in the process of redefining who you are. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) You want 
to travel, see new places, seek out adventure, and 
meet people from other countries and different cul-
tures. However, at the same time, you are in a three-
year window where you are downsizing, shrinking 
and letting go of things. In particular, you are letting 
go of what is no longer relevant. You’re giving up 
places, people, jobs and perhaps even countries. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) Your ambi-
tion will be strong this summer. Oh yeah! This is 
good news because it helps you to set big plans in 
motion and accomplish what you want to do. Your 
secret is that others will help you now! This is the 
year to get a loan or a mortgage. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) This is a 
tremendous year for you! (Buy all the shoes you 
want.) For starters, it’s a fantastic year for warm 
friendships and your ability to deal with members of 
the general public. It’s also a great year to get mar-
ried. This is a blessing because the support of 
friendships affects your happiness level. 
Relationships with others benefit you now! 

Your Horoscope

Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.
VOTED NILES
BUSINESS OF

THE YEAR! Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year! 

2400 N 5th ● Niles, MI
269-687-7192 Niles, MI

866-751-1470 Toll Free

After Hours
Emergency
Service

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
● Licensed Plumbers 
● Drug-Free Employees 
● Criminal Background Checked Employees 
● No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done 
● 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
● True 24-Hour Emergency Service 
● Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”
● Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms 
● Longest Warranties in the Business    
● Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee 

During Business Hours

● Bonus  — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net

Major Credit Cards Accepted

®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS
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wakesidemarine.com

Thomas J. 
Mosier

Waterwell
Drilling

5” Water Wells

Repair & Service 
Most Water Pumps

“Promise of Quality

M-60 E
Cassopolis

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008



Birch Barker Sudoko

~Birch Lake Recipes~
Provided Exclusively to the Birch Barker from Mrs. Ima Foodnudge

I make this at least once a week. It is 
truly a house favorite. Even the grand-
kids love it.  Serving 2
Ingredients:
1 acorn squash, halved and seeded (cup 
the small tip off the bottom so it will set 
flat)
½ lb ground Italian sausage (you can 
substitute ground turkey)
½ cup finely chopped celery
½ cup finely chopped mushrooms
½ cup finely chopped crispy apple
1 tsp minced garlic
¼ cup finely chopped onion
1 egg beaten
½ cup sour cream

½ cup grated Parmesan cheese
Olive oil
Directions:
	 Sprinkle of Italian seasonings (basil, 
oregano, parsley)
	 Preheat oven to 375 degrees. Grease 
a baking sheet or line with aluminum 
foil.
	 Rub the inside to the squash with 
olive oil and sprinkle with a little Italian 
seasoning.
	  Place squash, cut side down, on the 
prepared baking sheet.
	 Bake in the preheated oven until 
tender, about 1 hour. Flip squash halves 
over and set aside to cool.

	 Heat large skillet over medium-high 
heat. Cook and stir sausage in the hot 
skillet until browned and crumbly. Drain 
and discard grease. Add celery, mush-
rooms, apples, onion and garlic. Stir 
until celery is slightly softened. Remove 
from heat.
	 Beat egg in a small bowl; stir in 
sour cream and Parmesan cheese. Stir 
cheese mixture into sausage mixture. 
Fill squash halves with sausage filling.
	 Bake in the preheated oven until 
filling is cooked through, about 20 min-
utes.

Sausage-stuffed squash

Name Date
900200010033 (key # 1)

Sudoku Puzzle
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1 through to 9.
There is only one solution to the puzzle.

Difficult

5 8 4
9 5 7 1

4 7 1
3 4
6 7

9 8 3 6
9 8

4 7 5
3 4 1 6 9 8



What a beautiful weekend we had 
here at the lake for Memorial 
Day! It was so great to spend 

time down at the lake relaxing a bit 
before we kicked off training on Tuesday 
morning.
	 This week is our lifeguard and 
waterfront training all week. Staff mem-
bers started arriving on Monday after-
noon and evening, and by Tuesday 
morning we had 8 of our lifeguards here 
to get certified. Three of the new guards 
are international staff, coming from 
Mexico, England, and Spain! Plus we 
have staff from Florida, Ohio, Indiana, 
and Michigan here this week for water-
front training. It’s quite a diverse group!
	 During this week of waterfront 
training we go through all of the skills 
and procedures that the waterfront staff 
will need to know. We test their swim-
ming skills, practice emergency action 
plans, practice rescues and how to han-
dle injuries. We also work on setting up 
the waterfront, bringing down all the 
boats and equipment, and getting every-
thing in the proper places for campers to 
use. It’s a long and exhausting week!
	 Later this week our new Assistant 
Camp Director will be arriving. Her 
name is Michelle Hartwig, and she is 
coming to Camp Tannadoonah for the 
first time. Miss Michelle has spent the 
past 11 years working at the Interlochen 

Arts Camp near Traverse City, MI. And 
for the past four years she has also 
worked at Interlochen during the school 
year, living in the dorms for their board-
ing school program. Prior to her position 
at Interlochen, Miss Michelle taught K-8 
Music in Buckeye, Arizona, and in Flint, 
Michigan. She has a Bachelor’s Degree 
in Music Education, and is currently 
working towards her Master’s Degree in 
Camp Administration and Leadership. 
We are very excited to have Miss 
Michelle join our staff and bring her 
many years of experience in camping to 
Camp Tannadoonah!
	 This weekend we also have our 
leadership staff training program. We 
have three unit leaders, who are experi-
enced counselors who serve as supervi-
sors for other staff. The three unit lead-
ers, the waterfront director, the assis-
tant camp director, and the camp direc-
tor all spend an extra two days of train-
ing planning for the rest of the staff to 
arrive. We plan out the staff training 
activities, work on cabin assignments, 
and discuss how we will handle feedback 
for staff throughout the summer.
	 This year, our unit leaders are Mr. 
Ian Riggs, Mr. Bobby Thornton, and 
Miss Audrey Macsuga, all of whom have 
been on the Camp Tannadoonah staff at 
least one prior summer. And our water-
front director this year is Miss Meghan 

Burmeister, who will be on the staff for 
the fourth year this summer.
	 On Sunday afternoon the remaining 
members of the camp staff will arrive for 
training. This year we have brought in 
two camp consultants to lead some of 
our staff training sessions. Travis and 
Beth Allison, the founders of Go Camp 
Pro and Camp Hacker will be joining us 
from Sunday through Tuesday to work 
with our staff on teambuilding and lead-
ership skills. Beth is also part of a won-
derful podcast called “Camp Code,” 
where she provides camp leadership 
advice to directors across the country in 
a weekly podcast. We’re very excited for 
them to be part of staff training this 
year!
	 We have now surpassed 800 regis-
tered campers for the summer! As of 
May 31 we have 804 campers registered 
for the summer. Last year we reached 
803 on the 19 th of June – a week after 
camp began!
	 And on May 31 we had 753 kids 
registered. So we’re now more than 50 
kids (and nearly three weeks) ahead of 
last year’s numbers. We’re hoping to hit 
900 before the conclusion of the sum-
mer!
	 Have a great weekend!!

~Miss Amber
Amber@tannadoonah.org

— Camp Tannadoonah —



For sale
Home on the North Side. 3 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, large screened in sun porch, 100’ lake 
frontage. Home has been remodeled through out. 
Call for more information 574-535-4946

Birch Lake Home for sale at 63634 Birch 
Rd. 4 bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms. 90 feet sandy 
beach front. 2.5 lots and garage across the street. 
Recently reduced to $549,000. Call Judy at (269) 
251-0951.

2006 Coachman Captiva 265.  Like new 
condition. Hardly used. Slide-out in back opens 
camper to 31 feet. Sleeps 8. Everything works!  
Great for overflow sleeping.  Asking $7995.00.  
Please call Bob Groszek @ 1-708-738-0088.

Small boat lift, great for motor boat, sailboat 

or two kayaks. $250/  Call Bud at 476-2526.

For Sale: Shore Station, 3,000 lb alumi-
num, $200. Call 708-307-4324, Bill Odenwald. 

For Sale: Samsung Galaxy Centura 
TracFone. $25. 476-1680 or email sailor-
phil@philvitale.com

For Sale: Ivory Metal Day Bed and 
Navy Blue and Burgundy Day 
Bed Cover Set, very good condition. 
$275.00 Call or Text Carolyn at 574-298-2481

Furniture for Sale:
1.  Antique Dresser - honey oak wood, 
40”L x 19”W x 47”H ($50)
2.  Antique Mirror (for over a dresser) - 
dark walnut wood, 46” L x 33”H ($20)
3.  Black TV Stand - 35”L x 17”W x18”H  
($10)
Please call or text Linda Witchie, 269-240-4004, if 
you are interested in any of these items.

wanted
Small, 4x8 or 5x10 or 7x11 enclosed trail-
er that is good on the road? Do not want to pay 

an arm and a leg.  Also looking for a great-condi-
tion newer Sunfish to teach the grandkids and 
to race.  Please call or text me at 574-532-5377.

Wanted: Boat Lift, 4,500 to 5,000 lbs., 120”. 
Call Andy at (630) 806-5507

Wanted - Yard maintenance person 
for the summer.  Contact Stewart at 476-2113

WANTED TO PURCHASE  Used pontoon 
boat in good condition.  Contact Tom 
DeCocker 476-9821.

services
I do sewing and mending at fair prices 
- zippers, hemming, small alterations; call Kathy 
at 476-9317

found
FOUND: A large, round, white 
buoy washed up to our shore this 
spring. Call Chas at 574-315-0217 if 
you’re missing yours.

Found: styrofoam  noodle (pink) 
and boogie board (blue).  Call Tom 
Kuhn 708-772-7373/Jan Temple (847-
846-8600)

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

barker Classifieds 
Classified ads in the Birch Barker are 

free to members of the Birch Lake 
Yacht Club and $5 per ad for non-members 
(please pay in advance). To submit an ad, 

email it to Sailorphil@philvitale



$____  -  BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

$____  -  BLYC Associate Member Dues 

              ($10 / year)

$____  -  Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

$____  -  Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

$____  -  Building Improvement Fund

$____  -  Fireworks Fund

$____  -  Water Quality Program

$____  -  Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication

$____  -  Safety Committee

$____  -  Other non-party related expenses

$____  -  BLYC Roof Fund

$____  -  Misc.

Total contribution:

$__________________

Name_________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Make checks payable to

BLYC
c/o Deb Spratt

18100 Farmington Hills Dr.
South Bend, IN 46637

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
 Haven’t paid your 2016 dues yet? 

Now’s the time!
Support the blyc, support our Birch Lake Community!

DIAMOND CONSTRUCTION
No Job Too Large or Too Small!

d

All Types of Remodeling 
* New Home Construction * 

Restoration

Licensed & Insured Free Estimates

Bob Bienz 269-759-4010
63366 Kinsey St., Vandalia, MI

email: diamondconstr@yahoo.com

2016 BLYC Officers 
Comm. Sue Williams (S).........................476-8886

smwillia@comcast.net
V Comm. Claudia Phipps........................ 476-7073

claudia2154@gmail.com
Deb Spratt Treasurer (N)...........................476-2113

debspratt@cressyandeverett.com
Mike Sheffieck Secretary (W)..................476-1849

mcsheff@aol.com
Mike Lutz Fleet Captain (N).....................476-2843

mmtlconcrete@aol.com
2015 BLYC Directors 

Patty Luecht (E) Past Comm...................476-2615
Pgalloway4@yahoo.com

Chas Grundy (H)...................................... 476-7062
Chas.grundy@gmail.com

Greg Bolin (W)..........................................476-2420

gbolin31@aol.com
Ed Chester (E)	������������������������������������������ 476-1010

ed@chesterlawoffice.com
Harold Cranmer (W)	 574-264-6817

dhcranmer@yahoo.com 
Terry Dugan (S)........................................476-2814

s581122@aol.com
Celia Fallon (E)......................................... 476-1467

celia.fallon@gmail.com
Fred Freihofer........................................... 476-9823

cdfreihofer@aol.com
Vickie Rogers (C).....................................476-2383

tvrogers@frontier.com
Rick Russwurm (N)..................................476-2407

paramountp@aol.com
Scott Troeger (E)......................................476-9898

scott.troeger@btlaw.com

Bob Waddle (E)......................................... 476-2293
sparkybob220@comcast.net

PJ Vandewalle (H).................................... 476-7086
pjvandewalle@gmail.com

Alan Van Huffel (S)............................269-244-3487
abec3@aol.com

Phil Vitale (E)...........................................476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com

Sandy Vitale (E)........................................ 476-1680
sandra.vitale@franciscanalliance.org

Non-Director Attendees:
Jim Bolinger BLYC Homeowners’ Association 
Chairman (E).......................................... 476-9737

debo36@comcast.net 
Paul Fallon, BLYC Water Quality Committee
Chairman (E).............................................. 476-1467

paulf@hrpconstruction.com

BLYC Officers and Directors
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Open 8 days a week “by appointment” for your convenience

Summer
Trailer

Storage

PRE-OWNED

SALES
BOATS, MOTORS,

LIFTS, PWCS

Putting the

 Service
in CUSTOMER SERVICE, 

Pickup, Delivery, Detailing, 
Summer Trailer Storage, 

Winter Storage

SERVICE above and beyond

or text Dave @ 312 399-3688

Indoor
Winter
Boat

Storage



We’ve Got You Covered!

SUMMERSUMMER’S HERE!S HERE!

CALL US CALL US TTODODAAY!Y!

● Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

● Roll Curtains for
Screened Porches

● Aluminum Porch
Canopies

● Boat Covers and Tops
● Canvas Repair
● Aluminum Awnings

SALES ● SERVICE ● INSTALLATION

Call us for a free
at-home

demonstration!

Locally owned
and operated

since 1985

12291 Bidelman Road ● Three Rivers at Big Pleasant Lake

269 244-5307269 244-5307
wwwwww.sunandsshadea.sunandsshadeawningwning.com.com
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