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— Birch Lake Notes —
names and learn a little about each candidate. Hope to see you there!
I wish you all a happy and safe holiday weekend. Remember there will be a
big increase in the number of people on
the lake, so be vigilant and watch out
for each other. A safe weekend will be a
fun weekend! Hope to see you on the
water!
~Commodore Sue
Homeowners Association to
host Porter Township candidates
The Birch Lake Homeowners
Association will have it’s annual meeting following the July 9 BLYC Board
meeting (at approximately 10:30 am) at
the Yacht Club. This year the
Homeowners Association has invited the
candidates running for officer and trustee position on the Porter Township
Board of Trustees. Plan to attend!
Boat Parade Grand Marshal
It is a little early, but happy Fourth
of July Holiday to all. Each year, we are
tasked with choosing very deserving
Birch Lakers to lead the Boat Parade as
Grand Marshal. This year the decision
was easy. We are pleased to announce
our selection of Duffy and Sue
DuFour of the East Side as our Grand
Marshal this year.
Duffy (aka A.C.) was born in Utica,
Michigan and graduated from Michigan
State University in December, 1946. He

Thanks to our Artist-in-Residence Duffy Dufour for the great lake art ...
came to Middlebury, Indiana in 1947 as
a newly hatched veterinarian, worked
for Dr. C.R. Corson. By 1949 he had
opened his own practice in Lagrange,
Indiana and in 1950 he married Sue
Norris of Middlebury. After two years
in the Air Force he returned and opened
a small animal practice in Elkhart.
Sue’s parents owned a farm on Lake

Maxinkuckee in Culver, Indiana, but in
1970 her dad could no longer maintain
the farm and it was sold. Duffy and Sue
really wanted a place on a lake and
luckily found a rental cottage on Birch
Lake. After renting it from the late
Bernie and Helen Weesner for about
seven years they were again lucky
enough to buy the place.

Simply Stunning
Have you seen the stunning new
stamped-concrete compass rose at
the Birch Lake Yacht Club?
This is just one example of
the custom concrete services
and products available to our
friends and neighbors here
at Birch Lake.
Interested in a whole new
look for your plain old concrete
garage, patio or entrance?

— Birch Lake Notes —
Duffy was a veterinarian for 60
years, 50 of those in Elkhart. He has
related many unique animal stories that
have been printed in the Barker. His
present hobby is art and his drawings
appear in the Barker. Last summer he
was honored to be chosen as the Grand
Marshal of the Pet Parade.
Celia and Paul Fallon will have the
privilege of escorting the Dufours as
they lead the parade around the lake.
Please get out and show your appreciation for the Dufours and for all the decorating efforts by all the parade entrants.
The parade begins at 2 p.m. on
Saturday, July 2, so please register at
Dick Bender’s pier before that. After the
parade lap all boats should return to the
registration pier to receive a trophy.
Only one entrant will be judged “Most
Outstanding.”
July 4th Regatta
The Fleet Captain has advised that
the starting times both Saturday and
Sunday have been altered to accommodate other activities. Races will begin at
10 am on Saturday to give people time
to participate in the boat parade at 2.
On Sunday, races will begin at noon
because of the pancake breakfast at
Camp T from 8:30 - 11 am.
Pancake Breakfast
Come join us this Sunday, July 3,
for the annual Pancake Breakfast at

Thanks to our Artist-in-Residence Duffy Dufour for the great lake art ...
Camp Tannadoonah. From 8:30 am to
11 am, we’ll be dishing up all-you-caneat pancakes (a limited supply of gluten-free pancakes will be available), sausages, fruit, coffee and juice!
Cost for breakfast is $5 for adults,
kids age 6-10 are $2 (kids age 5 and
under are free).
Last year’s proceeds from the break-

fast were used to buy materials to build
new bunks in the cabins at Camp
Tannadoonah. This year’s take will be
used to help update the equipment in
the dining hall kitchen in memory of
Dom Harman.
Come and have breakfast and show
your support for all the great kids who
attend Camp!
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56951 N. Main St.
Three Rivers, MI
(269)

273-9015

Visit us again
For the First Time!
Frankie’s Restaurant in Three Rivers has new
owners. Over the past few months we have
been working very hard to return the
quality of the food and the quality of the dining experience to the
levels that so many of us fondly remember from years ago. We
hope you’ll stop by and learn what we mean when we say that
we’re “Back on Track!”
Open M-Th 11-10, Friday & Saturday 11-11 Closed Sunday.
Daily food & drink specials
follow us on Facebook at

frankiesbythetracks

— Birch Lake Notes —
Visitors on north shore
This Holiday weekend we will host
perennial 4th of July guests: Chuck and
Karen Horn (Carmel, IN) / Ric and Lisa
Dwenger (Muncie, IN). Cal’s ladyfriend,
Elizabeth Kramer, will be back and ...
it’s hoped Liz’s parents Steve and Mary
Kramer (Dodge Center, MN) will also
visit. Which and how many of Cal’s
friends will attend? TBD. Please feel
free to stop by to say hi or ... wave as
you go by!
~The King family
Find another hobby!
Attention: For those of you who

think it’s ok to shoot, poison, or drown
the creatures of Birch Lake because they
annoy you or get in your way couldn’t be
more wrong. And yes you know who you
are. I’ve been on Birch Lake for 60 years
and this makes me very sad and physically ill that someone could do such a
thing ... I’m the voice of all chipmunks,
bunnies, birds, ducks, herons, turtles,
raccoons, deer and muskrats that can’t
be heard. They live here too. And for all
of you who love Birch Lake as I do
should also include and learn to live
with the creatures of Birch Lake. So if
you feel the need to go out and kill some-

thing such as our creatures of Birch
Lake please find another hobby and
leave Birch Lake intact, creatures and
all.
~Anonymous
Happy birthday Suzy
Karen Sue (Suzy) King will again be
celebrating the anniversary of a former
birthday on July 6th. We won’t publish
the running total (but it’s a really big
number). Condolences expressed in cash,
coin of the realm -or- liquid form will be
happily accepted … well wishes too!

Birch Lake Water Temperature

Temps provided by Steve Quinlan

Birch Lakes homes currently for sale

63300 Birch Rd; 3 Beds, 3.5 Baths, Built
by Nick’s Custom Homes, 63 Feet of
frontage, Adjacent property with wood
shop / quest quarters may be purchased
separately
$990,000

14965 Birch North Shore Dr. 4 beds, 2
baths, Sandy Beach frontage on the North
Shore
$548,900

Recently sold
Birch Lakes homes

14901 Birch North Shore Dr., Newly
Remolded, 3 Bed, 2 bath , 100 Feet on
North Shore
$664,900

— Birch Lake Notes —
Ladies Fun Golf Outing
If any of you ladies have a partial
team, or if you have no team, and want
to golf, call me and I will do my best to
help you find a team or golfers.
~Patty Luecht, 476-2615
Summer Art Show is July 9
Regional and local artists will be
showcased at the Cass Area Artists
Summer Show on July 9.
Jewelry artist Darlene Troyer (Birch
Lake east side) will be one of several
jewelry artists participating in the show.
Darlene works with precious metals
and fused glass, and has been perfecting
techniques that she has learned from
master crafts persons and from teaching
jewelry classes. She has won numerous
awards and her art is currently featured
in several Michiana galleries.
Visitors to the show can win free
artwork which has been donated by participating artists. Drawings for the free
art work will be held throughout the day
so that winners can take the artwork
with them.
With juried art, affordable prices
and new artists, the Cass Area Artists
show will showcase a wide range of
visual art that will allow patrons to addto or update their collections with a fresh
look and spend an enjoyable day in Cass
County.

The Bad Patty Flag is once again flying high! After a “mishap” during the start of
the sailboat races on June 26th, it was snapped off the committee boat by a sailor
in the MC fleet. This sailor will not be named to save him from the embarrassment.
(however, he does live on the east side, in an A-Frame, next to the Flamingo Room,
his initials are P.M. and he sails boat #1735!!)
The one-day Cass Area Artist
Summer Show is free and located on the
outdoor track of the Lowe Center COA
at M-60 and Decatur Road in Cassopolis.
It will be open from 10 am until 4 pm.
Celebrate Birch Lake
As the 4th is coming up and our
family is coming up to be with us to cele-

brate. I think of what a wonderful, fun
place we have on Birch Lake. This year
we will also celebrate having our beautiful place for 50 years thanks to my
Grandpa Morgridge who bought it for
my mom as a gift. He had saved up
money for both my Mom and my aunt
Louise for college and was able to send
them both to collage without using that.

And don’t forget that all boat traffic must
travel COUNTER-CLOCKWISE at all times!
Message sponsored by the BIRCH LAKE HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION

— Birch Lake Notes —

money, So in1966 he gave that money to
them as a gift. Mom and dad bought
our cottage and my aunt Louise and
uncle Sid got a cabin cruiser on Lake
Michigan. It was neat that my mom,
who grew up in Niles, Mi, played at the
East’s property at Birch Lake when she
was a kid. That property is the property
that grandpa got for her years later.
I thank my family for getting this
wonderful home that my husband and I
now live in. It’s what my mom wanted,
a place for friends and family to gather
and enjoy each other and our beautiful
Birch Lake.
~ Kathy Parnell Niezgodski
Register for fiber internet service
Midwest Energy is rolling out fiber
internet service in communities
throughout southwest Michigan. They
choose which region to work on based on
demand from each region. There’s no
commitment; just your expression of
interest. Let them know you’d be interested in fast, reliable Internet (and some
competition for Comcast) by registering
at https://jointhecrowd.teamfiber.com/.

Printed Birch Barker
Welcome to the printed Birch
Barker. The Birch Barker is a service of
the Birch Lake Yacht Club and provided
free of charge every weekend to all the
homes on Birch Lake, thanks to our generous advertisers.
The Barker welcomes the submission of editorial and advertising materials for publication (at the discretion of
the editor). The deadline for submitting
ads and information for any Barker is
by 3 pm on the Tuesday of the week
before publication (example: the deadline for materials for the June 4 issue is

Another first from Mr. Bob ... the first-ever Birch Lake Submarine of the Week?
3 pm on Tuesday, May 31) ... thanks.
I’m at 476-1680 or sailorphil@philvitale.com. For questions or problems with
delivery please contact Sue Williams
(476-8886, email: smwillia@comcast.net)
or Bob & Sue Waddle (476-3393 or
email: sparkybob220@comcast.net).
COA Grand Festival
On Friday, July 8, the Cass County
COA will host its 13th annual Grand
Festival. From 2-4 pm, guests can enjoy
hay rides, a jumping castle, a petting
zoo, balloon animals, a climbing wall,
and many other activities, and dinner
will be served at 5 pm. Grand Festival
will be at the Lowe Center, 60525
Decatur Road, Cassopolis. All children
must be accompanied by an adult. For
further information, call 445-8110 or
visit www.casscoa.org.

No Wake
in the
entire
Cove!

Area Lake homes to be featured
on HGTV Lakefront Bargain Hunt
Homes from several Cass County
lakes will be included in a special HGTV
feature on Monday, July 4 at 6pm.
More info at http://www.hgtv.com/shows/
lakefront-bargain-hunt/episodes/cashingin-on-a-deal-in-cass-county-mi
Online content
The printed Birch Barker is once
again online this season, as well as additional content ... just go to www.philvitale.com and follow the links.
BLYC Welcoming Committee
We are ready to rock and roll on our
Welcoming Committee. If you know of a
new neighbor please contact Vicky
Rogers at 269-476-2383, Pam VanHuffel
269-244-3487 and Linda Curtis at 574361-2629. Thanks.

Stay 100’
from Camp
T’s buoys!

Stay 100’ from rafts,
towed rafts, all
boats and skiers

Keep all skiers and
towed rafters 100’
from other boats,
piers & rafts

— Water Quality Comments —
Eurasian Milfoil

E

urasian Milfoil is an aggressive, tall growing exotic aquatic
plant from Europe and Asia. It
is capable of growing to the surface in
10 to 15 feet of water. At the surface it
forms a dense canopy of vegetation over
other plants. Many native plants may
be reduced in abundance by the Milfoil
canopy. It also conflicts with many recreational activities. In dense conditions
it is a serious localized and lake wide
problem. It is not a significant food crop
for waterfowl, other birds or aquatic
mammals. It readily regenerates from
detached fragments and spreads rapidly.
Consequently, this plant can form dense
colonies covering much of a lake’s shoreline out to a depth of about 20 feet.
Monday, May 23 Progressive AE
surveyed Birch Lake for invasive aquatic
vegetation species. Progressive AE has

been surveying our lake since 2007. Every year they have surveyed the entire
lake. This year one site was identified as
having invasive species. The location is
at the north end of the east shore where
Eurasian Milfoil was identified along
with Curly Leaf Pond Weed. Curly Leaf
Pond Weed is not a concern because
when the water temperature rises into
the lower 70 range it will die. On the
other hand the Milfoil was treated.
Professional Lake Management
treated the site on June 7. They treated
approximately 1-¼ acre. Progressive AE
conducted a follow up inspection on June
23 and surveyed the entire lake. The
survey did not reveal any other problem
areas. However, the treatment on the
east shore was not 100 percent successful. Professional Lake Management will
return for a partial treatment on apor-

tion of the previously treated area. This
year the Milfoil was especially hardy due
to the mild winter.
This annual program is important
in order to keep the Milfoil under control
and to detect any other invasive species
in the early stages to enable us to better
control them. With your continued
support we can maintain this important
program and avoid having to deal with
acres of invasive species like so many
other lakes are currently dealing with. A
good example of what can happen when
Milfoil is not treated is Stone Lake in
Cassopolis, which currently has approximately 67 acres of eurasian milfoil
spread around nearly the entire shoreline.

Fleet Captain’s Corner
Storm takes wind, no sailing!

W

ell as many of you know, we did
not sail last Sunday. Harold
and I had set the marks with
strong SSW winds that were about 5 to 10
mph. I got back to the house to look at
the radar one last time and saw a strong
line of thunderstorms heading our way.
We put the races off an hour hoping that
the storms would move through and we
could get our sailing under way. After the
storms came through the winds died to
almost nothing, leaving me no option but
to cancel the races.
Looking at this weekend, we will have

our first regatta of the season, this will
consist of three races on Saturday (10 am
because of the boat parade) and two races
on Sunday (noon due to pancake breakfast) with Monday being the rain day, if
either day gets postponed!
In closing, I want to thank all the
sailors and participants that came out last
weekend for the “Kids Regatta” we had a
good turnout and many great experiences
hope to see you young sailors out on the
lake soon! Have a great and safe fourth!
Until next week “Splice the main
brace”
~Fleet Captain Mike”

2016

2016 BLYC Season Sailing Results
Date.................................................19Jun ................ 19Jun ............... Total .................... Season ............. Races.........................................%
Race ...................................................7 .........................8 ..................Points ...................Average .......... Finished .........................Finished
MC Scow/Sailor 6
Scott Troeger #1489 ...........................1 .........................1 ................... 9521 .......................1587 .....................6................................... 100.0%
Jeff Smitley #2002 ..............................3 .........................3 ................... 7378 .......................1476 .....................5 .....................................83.3%
Phil Vitale #500 ...................................5 .........................2 ................... 4261 .......................1420 .....................3 .....................................50.0%
Harold Cranmer #1991/2550 .............2 .........................4 ................... 8305 .......................1384 .....................6 .................................. 100.0%
Bill Luecht #1579.................................4......................... 5 ................... 7926 .......................1321 .....................6 .................................. 100.0%
Pat McGann #1735 ............................6 .........................6 ................... 6563 .......................1313 .....................5 .....................................83.3%
Barb Cassady #2435 ......................DNS ...................DNS ................ 5186 .......................1297 .....................4 .....................................66.7%
Gib Eberhart #916 ...........................DNS ...................DNS ................ 3833 .......................1278 .....................2 .....................................33.3%
Bob King #1199 ...............................DNS ...................DNS ....................0 ............................. 0 ..................................................................0.0%
Sunfish/Sailor 8
Rick Russwurm (Green/Blue) .......... CB ..................... CB .................. 7921 .......................1584 .....................5 .....................................62.5%
Peter Soldato ......................................2 .........................4 .................. 10424 ......................1489 .....................7 .....................................87.5%
Mike Lutz (Blue/Red/Yellow) ..............1 .........................2 .................. 10345 ......................1478 .....................7 .....................................87.5%
Sandy Vitale (White) ..........................3 .........................3 ................... 2888 .......................1444 .....................2 .....................................25.0%
Herb Cleveland ...................................4 .........................1 ...................11270 ......................1409 .....................8 .................................. 100.0%
Stewart Spratt ..................................DNS ...................DNS ................ 8106 .......................1351 .....................5 .....................................62.5%
Bob Niezgodski ..................................5 .........................5 .................. 10664 ......................1333 .....................8 .................................. 100.0%
Camille Butler .....................................6 .........................6 ................... 6427 .......................1285 .....................5 .....................................62.5%
Bill Butler ..........................................DNS ...................DNS .................1156 ....................... 1156 .....................1 .....................................12.5%
Bob Cassady ...................................DNS ...................DNS ....................0 ............................. 0 ..................................................................0.0%
Chris Spratt (Blue/Green) ...............DNS ...................DNS ....................0 ............................. 0 ..................................................................0.0%
Brad Davis .......................................DNS ...................DNS ....................0 ............................. 0 ..................................................................0.0%
Chris Lintner ....................................DNS ...................DNS ....................0 ............................. 0 ..................................................................0.0%
DNS (Did Not Sail) does not count against season score, however sailor must complete 2/3 of races to qualify for season.
DNF (Did Not Finish), DSQ (Disqualified) scores as one place worse than last place (if 5 boats finished, you would have finished 6th, will be scored as 7th place).
DNF, DSQ not counted toward minimum number of races needed.
CB - sailor who serves on Committee Boat receives their season average place as of that date - counted toward season total.
Season Points are awarded on Square of 40 system (1st = 40 squared = 1600, 2nd = 39 squared, etc.)
Season Place = total season points/number of races attempted
Crew - Counted toward completed races, Points go to skipper of boat.

— Barker Sailing Page —
2016 Don Harman Peoples Regatta pics

Thanks to Mr. Bob for the pics

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Steve Northhrup

SAVE THE DATE; Birch Lake Ladies’

FUN Golf Outing
Friday, July 22; $35 per Golfer
Diamond Lake Golf Course
Tee Off Time 9 am

Cost includes green fees, cart,
beverages,and more FUN and
GAMES than money can buy!
50/50 raffles, Team Prizes.
Lunch following at the BLYC
(included in cost)
Each team is encouraged to donate a basket to raffle.

Deadline to sign up is July 22
Get Your Teams Together!
Team Members
1.____________________________
2.____________________________
3.____________________________
4.____________________________
For more Information Watch the
Birch Barker
Bad Patty Luecht 476-2615

— Barker Kids of the Week —

My name is Becky. I am a granddaughter of Jim Foos in the cove. Here
is a picture of Jim Foos (79 yrs young) and his two granddaughters (Amy
Condle and Becky Anderson) skiing around Birch Lake from Father’s
Day. (We have also started the next generation of Birch Lakers with Jim’s
great-grandkids having lots of fun this year as well) I know seeing this
picture in the Barker would make my grandpa smile!

barker kid-of-the-week photos

Send your kid-of-the-week to Birch Barker,
63174 Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI 49095; put them in
a ziplock and stick them in the stone mailbox at
my home (east side), or email to
sailorphil@philvitale.com

Tate Guyton, 8 year old grandson of Di Wozny
and Craig Fredlake, South Side, and Bob Wozny
and Kathy Niles, West Side, quickly mastered
wakeboarding in a few lessons. He loves it! Tate
is the son of Meredith (Wozny) and Jeff Guyton,
West Side.

Welcome to Jaywalker
Whether it's a formal dinner or simply hanging out with
friends, we make it our mission to provide our customers with
a great dining experience at an affordable price.
Stop in anytime, or give us a call to make reservations.
Daily
Specials

Closed
Mondays

Happy Hour
Tues-Fri

Call for
reservations

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville
on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305
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660 County Rd 15, Elkhart, IN 46516
(574) 295-1203,
us599@alphagraphics.com

— Barker Kids of the Week —
Here is a picture
for kids of the
week. It’s from the
1982 Men’s golf
outing. Left to right
Bill King, Keith
Weesner, Gus
Eshleman, Bernie
Weesner.

Birch Lake (Cove) Home
62746 Woodland Drive
Newly remodeled 3 BR home on Birch Lake!
New gas furnace and central air with all new
duct work. New well and all new windows.
New Nantucket bead board kitchen cabinets
and all new appliances including a main level
laundry area. Bath has all new fixtures. Open
concept living and dining area with brick
fireplace and skylight. Loft with bedroom, enclosed front porch and deck. All new flooring
and newly insulated walls and drywall. Move
in ready! $289,900

— Barker Kids of the Week —

4th Generation Birch Lake Kids! Photos were taken as part of a Birthday and Father’s Day gift for John Ball. Above left, Ball
boys, girls and dogs: Alex Ball & Bri Pletcher-Holding Milo, Chris Ball, Rebecca Kolbe & Adam Ball -Holding Bailey; Above
right, Ball boys and Cars: Adam Ball in front of John & Jennifer’s 1970 Plymouth Satellite, Chris Ball in front of his 2015
Dodge Challenger, Alex Ball in front of John’s 1970 Plymouth Cuda.
~Photo session location Ben & Vanessa’s outstanding barn-Many Thanks! Photo credit to Uncle Tom Lacy
Julie DesLauriers caught
this huge Small-mouth
Bass (about 22” long and
4 1/2lbs) on the west side
last week. Julie was visiting on the south side.

Thanks to Austin Witchie (east side) for taking the photo and
Barkley the dog for alerting the family about these “kids” in
their yard.

Dave's Residential Services
Home: (269) 476-2797
Wireless (269) 362-0724
davehardisty@comcast.net

Handyman Repairs

* Roof to basement - inside and out
*Floors, doors, stairways, ceilings and windows
*Siding, roofing, driveways and sprinklers
*Decks and fences; fascia and soffits
* Plumbing, electrical, heating and A/C

Home Maintenance

* Painting - interior and exterior
*Gutters and chimney cleaning & repair
*We do windows
*Power washing, insulation and weatherproofing

Lawn Care

* Spring and fall yard clean up
*Tree and shrub trimming
* Rototill our garden
*Mowing and Trimming
*Fertilizing

Property Management
* Reliable caretaker
* Fulfills all absentee homeowner's needs
* Periodically checks your property
* Provides second home peace of mind
* Call for all lake property requirements

FIREWOOD AVAILABLE

— Barker Kids of the Week —

Taylor Gableman (above center and right), granddaughter of
Claudia and Dennis Phipps, north side, lead the June book
club meeting with her selection, The Secret School by AVI.

UNION INSURANCE AGENCY
Corner of US 12 & Union Rd., Union, MI 49130

Independent Agency
269-641-5995
fax: 269-641-5787

email: Sue@unionins.net

www.unionins.net

Macey, Parker, Layla, Finley, Taylor, and Foster, grandkids
of Dennis and Claudia Phipps (north side), formed their own
Birch Lake band.

Stu’s Star Stuff
Explaining the phases of the moon

H

ave you ever wondered what
causes the moon phases? We all
know that its appearance changes over time. But why?
It’s probably easiest to understand
the moon cycle in this order: new moon
and full moon, first quarter and third
quarter, and the phases in between.
The new moon occurs when the
moon is positioned between the earth
and sun. The three objects are in
approximate alignment (why “approximate” is explained below). The entire
illuminated portion of the moon is on the
back side of the moon, the half that we
cannot see.
At a full moon, the earth, moon, and
sun are again in approximate alignment, just as the new moon, but the
moon is on the opposite side of the earth,
so the entire sunlit part of the moon
is facing us. The shadowed portion is
entirely hidden from view.
The first quarter and third quarter
moons (both often called a “half moon”),
happen when the moon is at a 90 degree
angle with respect to the earth and
sun. So we are seeing exactly half of the
moon illuminated and half in shadow.
Once you understand those four
key moon phases, the phases between
should be fairly easy to visualize.
An easy way to remember and
understand those “between” lunar phase
names is by breaking out and defining
4 words: crescent, gibbous, waxing, and
waning. The word crescent refers to the
phases where the moon is less than half
illuminated. Gibbous refers to phases
where the moon is more than half
illuminated. The word waxing essentially means “growing” or expanding in
illumination (unless you’re Bob B.), and
waning means “shrinking” or decreasing
in illumination.
Thus you can simply combine the
two words to create the phase name, as
follows:
After the new moon, the sunlit
portion is increasing, but less than
half, so it is waxing crescent. After the

first quarter, the sunlit portion is still
increasing, but now it is more than half,
so it is waxing gibbous. After the full
moon, the light continually decreases.
So the waning gibbous phase occurs
next. Following the third quarter is the
waning crescent, which wanes until the
light is completely gone - a new moon.
The Moon’s Orbit
The moon goes through a complete
moon phases cycle in about one month.
But it’s not exactly one month. The synodic period, or lunation, is about 29.53
days. It’s the time required for the moon
to move to the same position (same
phase) as seen by an observer on earth.
If you were to view the moon cycling the
earth from outside our solar system (the
viewpoint of the stars), the time required is 27.3217 days, roughly two days
less. This figure is called the sidereal
period or orbital period. Why is the synodic period different from the sidereal
period? The short answer is because on
earth, we are viewing the moon from a
moving platform: during the moon cycle,
the earth has moved approximately one
month along its year-long orbit around
the sun, altering our angle of view with
respect to the moon, and thus altering
the phase. The earth’s orbital direction
is such that it lengthens the period for
earthbound observers.
Although the synodic and sidereal
periods are exact numbers, the moon
phase can’t be precisely calculated
by simple division of days because
the moon’s motion (orbital speed and
position) is affected by various forces
of different strengths. Hence, complex
equations, that only I and a few others
can even begin to understand, are used
to determine the exact position and
phase of the moon at any given point in
time.
So why, at a new moon, doesn’t the
moon block the sun, and at a full moon,
why the doesn’t Earth block sunlight
from reaching the moon. The reason is
because the moon’s orbit about the earth

Eagle Lake Marine
SALES * SERVICE * STORAGE

SanPan, Aqua Patio, Sweetwater Pontoon,
Polar Kraft Aluminum Fishing Boats, Hurricane Deck
Boats, Honda Outboards, Yamaha outboards and
MerCruiser Stern Drives

eaglelakemarine.com

269-699-5103

south side of Eagle Lake, Edwardsburg, MI

The Moon for this Saturday
(At Midnight, US Central time,
as viewed from the Northern Hemisphere)
Illuminated Fraction: 0.021
1.2 days before new moon
(yes, the square below’s
supposed to be black)

Sunrise: 6:13am
Sunset: 9:23pm
Moonrise: 4:45am
Moonset: 7:31pm
Day length: 15h 10m

is about 5 degrees off from the earth-sun
orbital plane.
However, at special times during
the year, the earth, moon, and sun do
in fact “line up”. When the moon blocks
the sun or a part of it, it’s called a solar
eclipse, and it can only happen during
the new moon phase. When the earth
casts a shadow on the moon, it’s called
a lunar eclipse, and can only happen
during the full moon phase. Roughly 4
to 7 eclipses happen in any given year,
but most of them are minor or “partial”
eclipses. Major lunar or solar eclipses
are relatively uncommon.
Go give your neighbor the moon.
That’s free, right?
~Stu Spratt
Celebrating more than 52 Years
at Birch Lake

Your Horoscope
Aries (March 21-April 19) Home and
family is your focus now. This is a good time for family discussions, especially about home repairs. Act
on your ideas to redecorate your digs and make
things look better. Whatever you do will not only
enhance your home but increase its real-estate
value.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) With three planets
“hiding” in your chart, you are waiting in the wings.
It’s a pregnant moment waiting to take birth or burst
out a month from now. This means the next few
weeks are the time to get your ducks in a row and
do careful planning. Your efforts will ultimately affect
your earnings.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) This continues to be a busy week with short trips, errands, conversations with everyone plus increased reading,
writing and studying. It’s a good time for those who
write, edit, study, act, teach, sell and market because
your communication skills are hot! Avoid arguments
late Thursday. You’ll notice that difficulties with a
close friend or partner that have been a squeeze
play since April will now start to soften.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) This is a social
time for you because you’re enjoying hanging out
with friends and being involved with clubs, groups
and organizations. Younger people are in the picture
plus creative, artistic types. It’s a swirl of fun and
activity! A platonic friendship might turn into something romantic. Starting this week, you will notice that
others will listen to you more because your communications will be bolder and more direct.

Gemini (May 21-June 20) Finances,
cash flow and earnings are your focus. You’ve got
moneymaking ideas and chance to boost your
income. Be careful about shopping or demanding
your way on Thursday evening - not good. Aside
from that, increased wealth or profits with a family
business or real estate will please you by the end of
this week.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) Make the most
of the next month because almost by magic, you
look fabulous to others, especially bosses, parents,
teachers and the police. Since you can pull off this
magic act, demand the advantage! Make your pitch
to the boss. Push your agenda or ask for permission
or approval for something because you will likely get
it. (It’s smoke and mirrors.)

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) You are in
work mode now, and admit it - you like it! Ever
noticed that the more you want to get something
done - the less it feels like work? Part of what motivates you now is a desire to be efficient and productive. (Hey, even if you’re a train wreck - at least,
you’re a cautionary tale.) Don’t let your desire to
introduce reforms and make improvements on your
job lead to an argument on Thursday.

Cancer (June 21-July 22) The Sun,
Mercury and Venus are all in your sign. This is
empowering! It gives you energy. Plus it makes you
talkative, charming and diplomatic. This is why others want to be in your presence. In turn, this is also
why you might solidify plans for a vacation or something to do with sports, musical performances, the
arts and playful times with children.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) Any opportunity to travel will delight you now because three
planets are in the part of your chart associated with
travel, exploration and foreign countries. You really
want to expand your experience of the world. But, if
you can’t travel, explore your own environment
because this will also give you satisfaction and
rewards.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) The next
few weeks will be fun-loving and playful! Accept invitations to socialize and party. Enjoy fun activities with
children, the arts, movies, plays, picnics - you name
it. This is also an excellent time to go on a vacation.
Meanwhile, romance and love affairs will flourish.
Take note that Thursday is an intense day dealing
with lovers.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) This is
a passionate time, which is why you might be
absorbed with a romantic relationship. However, this
is also a time to focus on mortgages, debt, taxes,
inheritances, wills and shared property. Tackle loose
ends in these areas because you can benefit somehow. This is an excellent time to go for a loan or a
mortgage because the stars favor now and for the
next few weeks.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) (Note; A
gentle reminder that you need more sleep in the
next few weeks. Be kind to yourself.) With three
planets opposite your sign, you are focused on partnerships and close relationships more than usual.
On the whole, you can improve these relationships.

Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.

VOTED NILES
BUSINESS OF
THE YEAR!

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year!

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
● Licensed Plumbers
● Drug-Free Employees
● Criminal Background Checked Employees
● No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done
● 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed
After Hours
● True 24-Hour Emergency Service
Emergency
● Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”
Service
● Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms
● Longest Warranties in the Business
● Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee
During Business Hours
ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

®

● Bonus — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

Major Credit Cards Accepted

2400 N 5th ● Niles, MI

269-687-7192 Niles, MI
866-751-1470 Toll Free

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net

BIRCH BARKER FUNNIES

As the following classified classics will demonstrate, there are
often more laughs on the advertising and classified pages than
you can find in the cartoons and comic strips:
Lost: small apricot poodle. Reward. Neutered. Like one of the
family.
A superb and inexpensive restaurant. Fine food expertly served
by waitresses in appetizing forms. Dinner Special -- Turkey $2.35;
Chicken or Beef $2.25; Children $2.00.
For sale: an antique desk suitable for lady with thick legs and large
drawers.
For sale: a quilted high chair that can be made into a table, pottie
chair, rocking horse, refrigerator, spring coat, size 8 and fur collar.
Four-poster bed, 101 years old. Perfect for antique lover.
Now is your chance to have your ears pierced and get an extra
pair to take home, too.
No matter what your topcoat is made of, this miracle spray will
make it really repellent.
For Sale. Three canaries of undermined sex.
Tired of cleaning yourself? Let me do it.
Dog for sale: eats anything and is fond of children.
Get rid of aunts: Zap does the job in 24 hours.
Toaster: A gift that every member of the family appreciates. Automatically burns toast.
Sheer stockings. Designed for fancy dress, but so serviceable that
lots of women wear nothing else.
Stock up and save. Limit: one.
We build bodies that last a lifetime. Offer expires December 31 or
while supplies last.

BLYC 56TH ANNUAL

MEN’S GOLF OUTING

FOUR MAN FLORIDA SCRAMBLE

FRIDAY, JULY 29, 2016 - $70/MAN*
SAUGANASH GOLF CLUB
61270 Lutz Rd., Three Rivers, MI

Shotgun start at Noon - Dinner at BLYC at 6 pm
MUST HAVE COMPLETED REGISTRATION BY JULY 11, 2016
*Golf prize, dinner at BLYC, and Food & Drink coupons included in the price of registration
Please include shirt size in registration information for golf prizes

Team prizes and contests2016
Catered dinner at BLYC included
Prizes awarded at dinner		
Donations of door & team prizes needed*
*If you have access to logo or golf or lake related merchandise that could be donated, please
contact Peter Soldato at psoldato86@gmail.com or Chas Grundy at chas@grundyhome.com

2016 BLYC Men’s Golf Outing Foursome Information
TEAM CAPTAIN:

PLEASE PRINT NAMES

SHIRT SIZE

___________________________

______________________________

S M L XL XXL

		

______________________________

S M L XL XXL

		

______________________________

S M L XL XXL

Please make checks payable to BLYC and send to Chas Grundy, 63250 Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI 49095

Thomas J.
Mosier
Waterwell
Drilling

5” Water Wells
Repair & Service
Most Water Pumps
“Promise of Quality
M-60 E
Cassopolis
Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008

wakesidemarine.com

~Birch Lake Recipes~
Provided Exclusively to the Birch Barker from Mrs. Ima Foodnudge

Uncle Sam Banana Split
My friend’s recipe will serve a group
of up to five with enough spoons

Ingredients:
n 5 fluid ounces heavy whipping cream
n 3 cups chocolate ice cream
n 3 cups strawberry ice cream
n 1 (5.5 ounce) can chocolate syrup
n 7 tablespoons caramel ice cream topping
n 5 tablespoons multicolored candy sprinkles, or
to taste
n 2 sparkler fireworks (optional)

Directions:
1. Beat heavy cream with an electric mixer in a
chilled metal bowl until light and fluffy, 3 to 5
minutes. Set whipped cream aside.
2. Scoop vanilla, chocolate, and strawberry ice
cream into a large serving bowl. Sprinkle with
bananas and spread whipped cream over bananas
and ice cream. Drizzle with chocolate and caramel
toppings and scatter candy sprinkles over the
sundae. Decorate with lit sparkler

Birch Barker Word Search

— Camp Tannadoonah —

I

Super Hero week at Camp T

t’s Super Hero week here at Camp
Tannadoonah! On Sunday evening
we had Super Hero Training – a
series of stations for campers to test
their strength, balance, speed, agility,
etc. We had a tug of war, a game of
“sharks and minnows,” and a game of
“Go for the Gold.” At crafts this week,
the kids are making Super Hero capes
and masks. Other evening activities
include Super Kickball, and a Counselor “Villain Hunt.” They also have
Superman Ice Cream planned for one
evening … hopefully on a night when
it’s warmer than it is today as I’m
writing this!
All the stormy weather last week
led to a lot of questions about how we
handle weather emergencies here at
camp. During staff training, we spend
time discussing procedures and what
to do in different situations. Miss
Michelle (my assistant director) and I
each carry walkie talkies with built-in
weather radios. Whenever there is a
storm watch, we alert all of the counselors in camp, just to make sure they
stay aware of what’s going on. We
have several different signals for
severe weather, so if a counselor

doesn’t hear the message over the
radio, we also blow the air horn or
ring the big bell outside Main Lodge to
signal an emergency.
If a tornado warning is issued, or
if the storm gets bad, we immediately
bring all of the campers to two central
locations: The Dining Hall and Morris
Lodge. Both of these buildings have
basements, so they are the safest places in camp to bring the kids. During
the time we’re waiting out the storm,
we sing camp songs and play games to
keep the kids calm. We monitor the
weather radar and radios, and if it
gets bad, we move the campers to the
basements. We also do periodic drills
with the counselors to make sure they
stay sharp and remember all of the
proper procedures for various emergency situations.
Last week we took all of the campers to the dining hall on Wednesday
night when the storms came through
– but luckily we were only there for a
few hours, and didn’t have to go to the
basement because it never got really
bad. Sunday afternoon this week we
had to cancel the swim test because of
thunder and lightning, which meant

we had to do a lot of creative rearranging of the schedule on Monday!
Our camper numbers continue to
climb. We’re currently at 888 campers
for the summer! That’s 41 more than
we had last year at the end of the
summer. Unfortunately, we don’t have
a lot of room to continue to grow this
year. We’re still hoping to get to 900
for the summer, but after the 4th of
July, there are only 14 more beds
available for the whole summer – and
13 of those spots are for boys! So we’re
pretty much at capacity for girls from
here on out.
It’s so exciting to see the numbers
creep up closer and closer to 900!
We’re a long way off from the summer
of 2006 when we had a grand total of
351 campers for the entire summer.
We’re all looking forward to a little
bit of a break next week for the 4th of
July Holiday. Our international staff
are excited to see what the holiday is
like here in the states! We hope to see
many of you here for the pancake
breakfast on Sunday morning! Have a
wonderful holiday weekend.
Until next week,
~Miss Amber

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
For sale Toro
self-propelled
lawn mower in
great condition call
476-7073

For sale
Birch Lake Home for sale at 63634 Birch
Rd. 4 bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms. 90 feet sandy
beach front. 2.5 lots and garage across the street.
Recently reduced to $549,000. Call Judy at (269)
251-0951.

Paddle boat for
sale $150. Call Gus
Eshleman at 317-7522184.
FOR SALE: Antique fireplace
set with accessories. $30. Call
Machallecks at 476-2642

WANTED: 6 hp or below outboard motor. Contact Machallecks at 4762642
WANTED: Return our name! We
have had our family’s last name
on the back of our cottage for
30-plus years, and last week it was taken from
the cottage. I am sure that it is somewhat of a
novelty but it has sentimental value to it since our
father made it and recently passed away. We
would greatly appreciate it’s return to 63500 Birch
Rd. Thank you. The Thomas Drinkall family
Wanted - Small, 4x8 or 5x10 or
7x11 enclosed trailer that is good on
the road? Do not want to pay an arm and a leg.
Please call or text Pat at 574-532-5377.
Wanted - Yard maintenance person
for the summer. Contact Stewart at 476-2113

For sale golf caddy cart call 476-7073

For Sale: Samsung Galaxy Centura
TracFone. $25. 476-1680 or email sailorphil@philvitale.com
For Sale: Eight puppies from a
German Shepherd and an Alaskan Hussy. Call
Xavier Money
FOR SALE BY OWNER :
Complete set of Encyclopedia
Britannica. 45 volumes. Excellent condition.
$1,000, negotiable. No longer needed. Recently
married; wife knows everything. Call Yule B. Sari
Public Auction

For sale: oak table. 41 wide, 84 long.
Includes 24 inch leaf, 6 chairs. Good condition. $350. Contact Denny. 476 2569
2006 Coachman Captiva 265. Like new
condition. Hardly used. Slide-out in back opens
camper to 31 feet. Sleeps 8. Everything works!
Great for overflow sleeping. Asking $7995.00.
Please call Bob Groszek @ 1-708-738-0088.
Small boat lift, great for motor boat, sailboat
or two kayaks. $250/ Call Bud at 476-2526.
For Sale: Shore Station, 3,000 lb aluminum, $200. Call 708-307-4324, Bill Odenwald.
For Sale: Furnace/Air Conditioner,
Outdoor Unit 92,000 BTU... $900 Call or text Bob
at 574-298-2480.
For Sale: Paddle Boat with Canopy.
Very good condition. $150.00
Call 317-752-2184 Gus Eshleman
For Sale: Top and complete frame
from Hurricane 196 Fun deck. Will fit
any deck boat, approximately 90” wide. Like new.
Asking $400. Call Jim. 574-276-7903.

Public Auction, Saturday July
9th 2016 at 10 am; 23576 South Shore
Drive, Edwardsburg MI. Exceptionally clean, high
Quality Estate liquidation sale for David and Lee
Kinson Estate. (Sherry Hollemans’ parents).
Some items of interest: 2009 Pontiac Vibe, good
condition, low miles, 1990 Hurricane with 175 HP
Cobra inboard. Great condition. Electric Shore
Station,boat lift with canopy, in excellent working
condition. Toby mugs, a primitive dry sink,(1850),
solid Cedar Chest, several sets of good dishes
(Copeland-Spode) dinnerware for 8. Jewelery &
Silver. Household furniture,,including beds, couches, sofa sleeper, dining table with chairs, and
much more. Car, boat
and shore station to be
auctioned around noon.
wanted
Looking for a
place to rent. I’m
Michelle, the new Assistant
Camp Director and After
School Program Director
at Camp Tannadoonah,
and new to the area. I’m a
responsible, non-smoking,
pet-free, tidy 32-year-old.
Since I live at Camp during
the summer, I could even
vacate during the prime
season. (734) 652-1611

Camp Tannadoonah is looking to purchase a
pickup truck. We are hoping for an older
4x4 model for Ranger Bob to use around camp,
and for picking up materials for projects. Nothing
fancy! If you have a truck you’re interested in selling (or donating!), please contact Amber at 574387-6095.
Camp is also looking for a gas-powered
wood splitter. If you have one that doesn’t
get much use and you’re interested in selling (or
donating!) it, please contact Amber at 574-3876095.
services
I do sewing and mending at fair prices
- zippers, hemming, small alterations; call Kathy
at 476-9317
found
Found: styrofoam noodle (pink)
and boogie board (blue). Call Tom
Kuhn 708-772-7373/Jan Temple (847846-8600)
free
We had a tree taken down and have a
quantity of large pieces of unsplit
wood you can HAVE free. Just takes a
man, a plan and a big chain saw. The
Trybulas, east side, 574-272-5941.

5pm

BLYC Officers and Directors
2016 BLYC Officers
Comm. Sue Williams (S).........................476-8886
smwillia@comcast.net
V Comm. Claudia Phipps........................ 476-7073
claudia2154@gmail.com
Deb Spratt Treasurer (N)...........................476-2113
debspratt@comcast.net
Mike Sheffieck Secretary (W)..................476-1849
mcsheff@aol.com
Mike Lutz Fleet Captain (N).....................476-2843
mmtlconcrete@aol.com
2015 BLYC Directors
Patty Luecht (E) Past Comm...................476-2615
Pgalloway4@yahoo.com
Chas Grundy (H)...................................... 476-7062
Chas.grundy@gmail.com
Greg Bolin (W)..........................................476-2420

gbolin31@aol.com
Ed Chester (E)������������������������������������������ 476-1010
ed@chesterlawoffice.com
Harold Cranmer (W)
574-264-6817
dhcranmer@yahoo.com
Terry Dugan (S)........................................476-2814
s581122@aol.com
Celia Fallon (E)......................................... 476-1467
celia.fallon@gmail.com
Fred Freihofer........................................... 476-9823
cdfreihofer@aol.com
Vickie Rogers (C).....................................476-2383
tvrogers@frontier.com
Rick Russwurm (N)..................................476-2407
paramountp@aol.com
Scott Troeger (E)......................................476-9898
scott.troeger@btlaw.com

Bob Waddle (E)......................................... 476-2293
sparkybob220@comcast.net
PJ Vandewalle (H).................................... 476-7086
pjvandewalle@gmail.com
Alan Van Huffel (S)............................269-244-3487
abec3@aol.com
Phil Vitale (E)...........................................476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com
Sandy Vitale (E)........................................ 476-1680
sandra.vitale@franciscanalliance.org
Non-Director Attendees:
Jim Bolinger BLYC Homeowners’ Association
Chairman (E).......................................... 476-9737
debo36@comcast.net
Paul Fallon, BLYC Water Quality Committee
Chairman (E).............................................. 476-1467
paulf@hrpconstruction.com

DIAMOND CONSTRUCTION
No Job Too Large or Too Small!

d
All Types of Remodeling
* New Home Construction *
Restoration
Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates

Bob Bienz

269-759-4010

63366 Kinsey St., Vandalia, MI

email: diamondconstr@yahoo.com

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
Haven’t paid your 2016 dues yet?

Now’s the time!
Support the blyc, support our Birch Lake Community!
$____ - BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)
$____ - BLYC Associate Member* Dues ($10 / year)

*Associate membership is available to current associate members
and for non-lake residents who wish to support the BLYC

$____ - Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

Total contribution:
$__________________

Name_________________________________________________

$____ - Sailing Fees ($15 / year)
$____ - Building Improvement Fund

Address_______________________________________________

$____ - Fireworks Fund
$____ - Water Quality Program

_______________________________________________________

$____ - Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication
$____ - Safety Committee
$____ - Other non-party related expenses
$____ - BLYC Roof Fund
$____ - Misc.

Make checks payable to

BLYC
c/o Deb Spratt

18100 Farmington Hills Dr.
South Bend, IN 46637

PRE-OWNED

SALES

BOATS, MOTORS,
LIFTS, PWCS

Putting the

Service
in CUSTOMER SERVICE,
Pickup, Delivery, Detailing,
Summer Trailer Storage,
Winter Storage

SERVICE above and beyond
Indoor
Winter
Boat
Storage

Summer
Trailer
Storage

Open 8 days a week “by appointment” for your convenience

or text Dave @ 312 399-3688

2015\16
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