
Mama Mia! The Southsiders 
sure outdid themselves last 
weekend. Thank you to all who 

came and supported the spaghetti din-
ner. The food was delicious, the crowd 
huge, and a wonderful time was had by 
all. Many thanks to Diana Wozny and 
Ronni Eshleman for co-chairing this 
event and to all of the south side volun-
teers who helped.
	 If you are a teen (or have one living 
in your home), don’t forget the Teen 
Party is this Saturday at the Yacht 
Club. The fun begins at 7:30. Also this 
weekend is the Don Harman People’s 
Regatta. If you want to try out sailing, 
meet at the Lutz’s on the North Shore at 
10:30 Saturday morning. Let’s hope the 
skies are blue and the winds cooperate!
	 It is not too late to get your boat 
ready for the annual BLYC Boat Parade 
next weekend. If you have never partici-
pated, this might be your year! The 
theme this year is “Favorite Recording 
Artist or Group.”  I can’t wait to see 
what celebrities will be parading around 
the lake. Be sure to have your cameras 

ready – you never know who might 
show up!
	 Hard to believe, but the Fourth of 
July is almost upon us. I’m sure you are 
all aware by now, but just a quick 
reminder that the fireworks show will 
be shot from the sports field at Camp T 
(the field is in the northeast corner of 
the lake). If you live in the cove, north 
shore, or north side of both east and 
west shores, you will need to go out in 
your boat or somewhere on the south 
side to watch the show. The show begins 
at dark on Saturday.
	 Congratulations to Jim and Linda 
Yoshizawa. Not only do they have a new 
grandson, but their Cleveland Cavaliers 
won the NBA Championship! Jim and 
Linda are the two most loyal Cleveland 
sports fans outside the state of Ohio. 
This is the first professional sports 
championship for Cleveland in over 50 
years. Hopefully, they won’t have to 
wait as long for the next one. But in the 
meantime, they can enjoy their new 
grandson!
	 As we approach the busiest week-
end on the lake, just a quick reminder to 
please be safe on the water and watch 
out for each other. I have had several 
complaints of speed boats coming too 

close to fishermen and other boats. 
Remind any guests that they must trav-
el counter clock-wise and keep a 100’ 
clearance between shoreline, other 
boats, and rafts. If everyone stays alert 
and careful, we can all safely enjoy the 
lake.
	 Have a great week and hope to see 
you on the water!	

~Commodore Sue

Commodore’s Comments 2016 Birch Lake Calendar

June 25..............Peoples’ Regatta, 11 am, Lutz’s
June 25	�����������������Teen Night at BLYC, 7:30 pm
July 2......................Boat Parade, 2 pm, Bender’s
July 2	�������������������������������������������Fireworks (dark) 
July 3	��������������������������������������Fireworks rain date
July 3.............. Pancake Breakfast (8:30 - 11 am)
July 9 ...............Homeowners Association Annual 

Meeting & Meet the Candidates , 10:30 am
July 22	������������������������������BL Ladies’ Golf Outing
July 29	������������������������������������� Men’s Golf Outing
Aug. 6	�����������������������������Corn & Sausage Roast)
Aug. 27	�������������������������������������BLYC Fall Dinner 

(at the Yacht Club)

BLYC Board Meetings (9 am)
July 9, Aug. 6, Sept. 10  @ BLYC

More info as available.; Dates subject to 
change; Watch the Barker for updates!

The Birch Barker is always accepting materials for publication.  Please E-mail your materials to sailorphil@philvitale.com, or put the items  in the stone 
newspaper/mailbox at my home, 63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore).  Please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope if you want photos or other materials 
returned.  To contact me by phone, call (269) 476-1680, or contact BLYC Commodore Sue Williams at 476-8886 or email smwillia@comcast.net.  ~Phil V

T h e  o f f i c i a l  s u m m e r  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e
B i r c h  L a k e  Y a c h t  C l u b
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Strawberry Moon -- Thanks to Bad Patty for sending the cool photo of the Strawberry Moon this week.  A strawberry moon is 
the name of any full moon in the month of June. Other names for a full moon in June include the Full Rose Moon and Honey 
Moon. The next time the summer solstice and the strawberry moon will fall on the same day will be June 21, 2062.  Thanks to 
Dan Waxman for the cool lat/long BL sign pic.



2016 BLYC Boat Parade
     Only one week remains until next 
Saturday’s Boat Parade.  There is still 
time to gather all the stuff needed to 
create a floating masterpiece depicting 
your favorite recording artist or group.  
	 The parade will start at 2 p.m. on 
Saturday, July 2.  Please stop at Dick 

Bender’s pier on the east side before 2 
pm to pick up your entry number and 
allow the judges to view your boat up 
close.  Then you will form a line behind 
the Grand Marshal’s boat, which will 
lead the parade around the lake.
     The parade committee is extremely 
pleased to announce that this year’s vol-

unteer judges are Ronni and Gus 
Eshleman, Jan Temple and Tom 
Kuhn.  This extremely qualified band of 
Lakers will be tasked with studying 
each entrant and ultimately determin-
ing who will receive the coveted “First 
Place Overall” trophy.  All entrants will 
receive a trophy for participating.  
	 The identity of this year’s Grand 
Marshal will be revealed in next week’s 
Barker.

Homeowners Association to 
host Porter Township candidates
	 The Birch Lake Homeowners 
Association will have it’s annual meet-
ing following the July 9 BLYC Board 
meeting (at approximately 10:30 am) at 
the Yacht Club.  This year the 
Homeowners Association has invited the 
candidates running for officer and trust-
ee position on the Porter Township 
Board of Trustees.  Plan to attend!

SpaghettiFest 2016 Wrap-up
	 First and foremost, thanks to all of 
the Birch Lakers who attended the 
Spaghetti dinner! From the positive 
comments, I think a good time was had 
by all. We had a great turnout of 240 
eager eaters, including 25 campers and 
staff from Camp Tannadoonah.
I want to take a moment to thank all 
the Southside team members for a job 
well done - Gus Eshleman, Allen 
VanHuffel, Ray Gaik, Craig Fredlake, 

— Birch Lake Notes —

Simply Stunning
     Have you seen the stunning new 
stamped-concrete compass rose at 
the Birch Lake Yacht Club?

     This is just one example of 
the custom concrete services 
and products available to our 
friends and neighbors here
at Birch Lake.

     Interested in a whole new 
look for your plain old concrete 
garage, patio or entrance?

Thanks to our Artist-in-Residence Duffy Dufour for the great lake art ... 



— Birch Lake Notes —
Pat Williams, Bob Palm, Terry Dugan, Jim Bradfield, Melanie 
Como-Dits, Paige Como-Howard, Karin Hobgood, Jill Hobgood, 
Tyler Dits, Mia Bishop, John Groszek, Lisa Groszek, Bob 
Groszek, Tom Lacy, Julie Lacy, Denny Weesner, Marty Sante, 
Doris Sante, Carolyn Palm, Judie Eichorst, Dave Eichorst, 
Tim Burchell, Becky Wiseman, Katha Machalleck, Lois 
Groszek, Bill Doba, Beth Doba, Susie Levy, Sandy Holbert. 
Deb Runser and our Commodore Sue Williams.
	 Some other Birch Lakers who graciously helped were our 
ticket takers Claudia and Dennis Phipps, our Alfredo sauce 
chef Deb Spratt and dessert maker Jen Ball.
	 None of this could have happened without our ticket sell-
ers Pam Van Huffel, Mike Machalleck, Diana Wozny, Lisa 
Groszek, Linda Yoshizawa, Carol Freihofer, Vickie Rogers, 
and Tom Kuhn.	 Thanks to all of the Southsiders for their sup-
port and assistance in making this event a success.
	 We’ve made new friends and enjoyed the camaraderie of 
working together. After three years of hosting the dinner, we 
will be handing the baton to the west shore. We hope to see all 
of our friends from the lake next year for SPAGHETTIFEST 
2017.

~ Co-chairs Ronni Eshleman and Diana Wozny

Please return our sign!
	 We have had our family’s last name on the back of our 
cottage for 30-plus years, and last week it was taken from the 
cottage.  I am sure that it is somewhat of a novelty but it has 
sentimental value to it since our father made it and he recent-
ly passed away.  We would greatly appreciate it’s return to 
63500 Birch Rd.  Thank you. 

~The Thomas Drinkall family

Calendar Photographers Needed!
	 It feels as if summer 2016 has just begun, but it’s already 
time to start thinking about the 2017 Birch Lake Calendar. So 
search out your best photos and send them in. We need hori-

zontal color photos from all seasons. Since the pictures need to 
be enlarged, camera photos often work better than phone pho-
tos. Please e-mail your best pictures (no more than five) to lin-
dal1008@comcast.net or give them to Linda Yoshizawa, Vickie 
Rogers, Sue Williams, or Carla Chester by July 17.

Pancake Breakfast
	 Come join us on Sunday, July 3 for the annual Pancake 
Breakfast at Camp Tannadoonah.  From 8:30 am to 11 am, 
we’ll be dishing up all-you-can-eat pancakes (a limited supply 
of gluten-free pancakes will be available), sausages, fruit, cof-
fee and juice!
	 Cost for breakfast is $5 for adults, kids age 6-10 are $2 
(kids age 5 and under are free).
	 Last year’s proceeds from the breakfast were used to buy 

By The Tracks

BACK ON 
TRACK!
56951 N. Main St.
Three Rivers, MI

(269) 273-9015

Visit us again
For the First Time!

Frankie’s Restaurant in Three Rivers has new 
owners.  Over the past few months we have 

been working very hard to return the 
quality of the food and the quality of the dining experience to the 
levels that so many of us fondly remember from years ago.  We 
hope you’ll stop by and learn what we mean when we say that 

we’re “Back on Track!”

Open M-Th 11-10, Friday & Saturday 11-11 Closed Sunday. 
Daily food & drink specials

follow us on Facebook at frankiesbythetracks
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materials to build new bunks in the cab-
ins at Camp Tannadoonah. 
	 Come and have breakfast and show 
your support for all the great kids who 
attend Camp!

Online content
	 The printed Birch Barker is once 
again online this season, as well as addi-
tional content ... just go to www.philvi-
tale.com and follow the links.

BLYC Welcoming Committee
	 We are ready to rock and roll on our 
Welcoming Committee.  If you know of a 

new neighbor please contact Vicky 
Rogers at 269-476-2383, Pam VanHuffel 
269-244-3487 and Linda Curtis at 574-
361-2629. Thanks.

Printed Birch Barker
	 Welcome to the printed Birch 
Barker.  The Birch Barker is a service of 
the Birch Lake Yacht Club and provided 
free of charge every weekend to all the 
homes on Birch Lake, thanks to our gen-
erous advertisers.
	 The Barker welcomes the submis-
sion of editorial and advertising materi-
als for publication (at the discretion of 

the editor), Phil Vitale (476-1680, email: 
sailorphil@philvitale.com).
	 The deadline for submitting ads 
and information for any Barker is 
by 3 pm on the Tuesday of the week 
before publication (example: the dead-
line for materials for the June 4 issue is 
3 pm on Tuesday, May 31) ... thanks.
	 I’m at 476-1680 or sailorphil@philvi-
tale.com ... for questions or problems 
with delivery please contact Commodore 
Sue Williams (476-8886, email: smwil-
lia@comcast.net) or Bob & Sue Waddle 
(476-3393 or email: sparkybob220@com-
cast.net).

Temps provided by Steve Quinlan

Birch Lake Water Temperature



Scenes from the
SPAGHETTI Dinner

Last year for the South Side ... now on to the West!

Photos courtesy of the

SparkyCam



SAVE THE DATE; Birch Lake Ladies’ 

FUN Golf Outing
Friday, July 22; $35 per Golfer

Diamond Lake Golf Course
Tee Off Time 9 am

Cost includes green fees, cart, 
beverages,and more FUN and 
GAMES than money can buy!
50/50 raffles, Team Prizes.

Lunch following at the BLYC 
(included in cost)

Each team is encouraged to donate a basket to raffle.

Deadline to sign up is July 22
Get Your Teams Together!

Team Members
1.____________________________

2.____________________________

3.____________________________

4.____________________________
For more Information Watch the 

Birch Barker
Bad Patty Luecht 476-2615



Just in case you have been won-
dering what your Water Quality 
Committee has been up to …

	 We have done the spring phospho-
rous measurement,  two monthly chloro-
phyll measurements, and five secchi disk 
measurements.  The phosphorous and 
chlorophyll samples are currently in a 
freezer awaiting a June 21 turn in at the 
regional DEQ office in Plainwell.  That 
data will not be available until in the 
winter.  
	 Three more monthly chlorophyll 
samples will be taken (July, August, 
and September) as well as a late sum-
mer phosphorous sample.  Secchi disk 
readings will be done weekly until mid 
September.  Additionally, we have 
conducted two measurements of water 
temperature and dissolved oxygen (O2.) 
This is done by taking measurements 
every few feet throughout the entire 95 
foot water column.  We hope to do this at 
least 5 more times over the course of the 
summer to describe the development of a 
thermocline and change/loss in O2 levels 
at various depths.  This latter measure-
ment is a good indication of the health 
of the lake.  We will discuss this in more 
detail later and provide graphs of what 
we are seeing in real time this year with 
comments about how this seems to com-
pare to past years.
	 New this year, we will also be doing 

a “Score the Shore” as mentioned in an 
earlier article.  We may plan on this for 
later in July as it is not time dependent.  
This will also go along with further 
information on shoreline development, 
erosion protection, and naturalizing 
our shore where feasible to enhance the 
health of the lake.  
	 Terry Dugan attended a four-hour 
program put on by Michigan State Uni-
versity extension service, the DEQ, and 
other sponsors regarding protecting and 
enhancing our shoreline.   As stated pre-
viously, this will be a topic of discussion 
over the course of the summer to provide 
as much resource information as feasible 
for homeowners to be able to consider 
anything they might like to do on their 
property.  
	 With reference to real time data 
on one of the measurements, we will 
continue to provide Secchi disk readings 
over the course of the summer.  The 
disk is just that, a metal plate painted 
with alternating areas of black and 
white attached to a flexible measuring 
tape.  The disk is lowered in the water 
hopefully on a sunny day on the shady 
side of the boat until the disk disappears.  
The disk is raised and lowered until an 
average distance is found where the disk 
disappears from view.  As with all the 
measurements described above (except 
for Score the Shore) this is done at a rel-

atively defined spot 
which corresponds 
to the deepest spot 
on the lake.  Thus, 
measurements 
taken last year 
and earlier years 
were all done at the 
same approximate 
location.  Secchi disk measurements 
were taken on May 19, 26, and 30, and 
June 10 and 13.  The depths at which 
the disk disappeared were 24,14,16, 16, 
and 15 feet respectively.  Last year over 
a similar time period the depths ranged 
from 30 feet to 20 feet.  What will be 
most interesting to see will be the change 
from now until mid July at which point 
we usually have the most turbid water.  
	 A quick survey of the lake for E coli 
will be conducted this week and hope-
fully reported in the July 4th Barker.  
Although, we have yet to find E coli 
above what would be expected as natural 
background we do this at least annually 
to ascertain and report on the safety of 
the water for all uses.  
	 All of the above described activity is 
in addition to the survey and treatment 
of the lake for invasive plant species 
(typically Eurasian Milfoil.)  

~Paul Fallon

— Water Quality Comments —

And don’t forget that all boat traffic must 
travel COUNTER-CLOCKWISE at all times!

Message sponsored by the BIRCH LAKE HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION



Last week’s sailing got off to a 
slow start, we were delayed for 
an hour to start, due to little to 

no wind on much of the lake.  Once 
we did start sailing the winds were up 
and down.  The first race started out 
with light to no winds at times which 
made for a fairly long race. For second 
race the winds picked up to about 7 to 
10 mph which made for some moder-
ate sailing.  Hope to see better winds 
this week!

	 Like usual, I have to thanks all 
the individuals that help make our 
sailing possible, Harold for setting the 
marks, Jeff on calculating the scores, 
Bad Patty and all the people that help 
her on the committee boat.  Without 
all these people our sailing would not 
be a part of Birch Lake!
	 Until next week “Splice the main 
brace”

“~“Fleet Captain Mike”               

Hit or miss

Fleet Captain’s Corner

2016

2016 BLYC Season Sailing Results
Date.................................................19Jun ................ 19Jun ............... Total .................... Season ............. Races.........................................%
Race ...................................................7 .........................8 ..................Points ...................Average ..........Finished .........................Finished

MC Scow/Sailor 6
Scott Troeger #1489 ...........................1 .........................1 ................... 9521 .......................1587 .....................6................................... 100.0%
Jeff Smitley #2002 ..............................3 .........................3 ................... 7378 .......................1476 .....................5 .....................................83.3%
Phil Vitale #500 ...................................5 .........................2 ................... 4261 .......................1420 .....................3 .....................................50.0%
Harold Cranmer #1991/2550 .............2 .........................4 ................... 8305 .......................1384 .....................6 .................................. 100.0%
Bill Luecht #1579.................................4.........................  5 ................... 7926 .......................1321 .....................6 .................................. 100.0%
Pat McGann #1735 ............................6 .........................6 ................... 6563 .......................1313 .....................5 .....................................83.3%
Barb Cassady #2435 ......................DNS ...................DNS ................ 5186 .......................1297 .....................4 .....................................66.7%
Gib Eberhart #916 ...........................DNS ...................DNS ................ 3833 .......................1278 ................... 2 3.......................................3.3%
Bob King #1199 ...............................DNS ...................DNS ....................0 .............................0 ..................................................................0.0%

Sunfish/Sailor 8
Rick Russwurm (Green/Blue) .......... CB ..................... CB .................. 7921 .......................1584 .....................5 .....................................62.5%
Peter Soldato ......................................2 .........................4 .................. 10424 ......................1489 .....................7 .....................................87.5%
Mike Lutz (Blue/Red/Yellow) ..............1 .........................2 .................. 10345 ......................1478 .....................7 .....................................87.5%
Sandy Vitale (White) ..........................3 .........................3 ................... 2888 .......................1444 .....................2 .....................................25.0%
Herb Cleveland ...................................4 .........................1 ...................11270 ......................1409 .....................8 .................................. 100.0%
Stewart Spratt ..................................DNS ...................DNS ................ 8106 .......................1351 .....................5 .....................................62.5%
Bob Niezgodski ..................................5 .........................5 .................. 10664 ......................1333 .....................8 .................................. 100.0%
Camille Butler .....................................6 .........................6 ................... 6427 .......................1285 .....................5 .....................................62.5%
Bill Butler ..........................................DNS ................. DNS 1..................156 ........................1156 .....................1 .....................................12.5%
Bob Cassady ...................................DNS ...................DNS ....................0 .............................0 ..................................................................0.0%
Chris Spratt (Blue/Green) ...............DNS ...................DNS ....................0 .............................0 ..................................................................0.0%
Brad Davis .......................................DNS ...................DNS ....................0 .............................0 ..................................................................0.0%
Chris Lintner ....................................DNS ...................DNS ....................0 .............................0 ..................................................................0.0%

DNS (Did Not Sail) does not count against season score, however sailor must complete 2/3 of races to qualify for season.
DNF (Did Not Finish), DSQ (Disqualified) scores as one place worse than last place (if 5 boats finished, you would have finished 6th, will be scored as 7th place).
DNF, DSQ not counted toward minimum number of races needed.
CB - sailor who serves on Committee Boat receives their season average place as of that date - counted toward season total.
Season Points are awarded on Square of 40 system (1st = 40 squared = 1600, 2nd = 39 squared, etc.)
Season Place = total season points/number of races attempted
Crew - Counted toward completed races, Points go to skipper of boat.



— Barker Sailing Page —

UNION INSURANCE AGENCY
Corner of US 12 & Union Rd., Union, MI 49130
Independent Agency
269-641-5995
fax: 269-641-5787
email: Sue@unionins.net
www.unionins.net

Photos from Louis Vuitton America’s Cup World Series Chi-
cago: Top, Groupama Team France (FRA) on the crane hoist 
during launch, above, Artemis Racing (SWE) flying on dag-
ger-board and T-rudder foils. (next LVACWS regatta is July 
23-24 in Portsmouth, UK).	 Thanks to Mr. Bob for the pics

That’s Fleet Captain Mike Lutz resting between last Sunday’s 
races in his Sunfish.

Thanks to Bad Patty and the 
Committee Boat Crew for the photo.
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= your success

 660 County Rd 15, Elkhart, IN 46516
(574) 295-1203,

us599@alphagraphics.com

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville

on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

Welcome to Jaywalker
Whether it's a formal dinner or simply hanging out with

friends, we make it our mission to provide our customers with
a great dining experience at an affordable price. 

Stop in anytime, or give us a call to make reservations.

Daily
Specials

Happy Hour
Tues-Fri

Closed
Mondays

Call for
reservations

Skiing at Birch Lake

At left, Rachel Karceski from the North Shore rockin out on a Saturday afternoon.  
Rachel is the daughter of Andy and Mary Karceski.

Above center and right, And then there were two ... Cam Petty 11, north shore was 
not to be outdone by his big brother Ben (13).. Both boys are now surfing without 
the rope ... Now if only mom could figure this out ...  The Petty boys are the sons of 
Ken and Sarah Petty.



— Barker Kids of the Week —

Birch Lake (Cove) Home
62746 Woodland Drive

Newly remodeled 3 BR home on Birch Lake! 
New gas furnace and central air with all new 
duct work. New well and all new windows. 
New Nantucket bead board kitchen cabinets 
and all new appliances including a main level 
laundry area. Bath has all new fixtures. Open 
concept living and dining area with brick 
fireplace and skylight. Loft with bedroom, en-
closed front porch and deck. All new flooring 
and newly insulated walls and drywall. Move 
in ready!  $289,900

 Dylan Dufour, east shore, was engaged over Memorial Day 
weekend to his girlfriend, Paula Douglas, on a trip to New Or-
leans.  Dylan is the grandson of Duffy and Sue Dufour, and the 
son of David and Michele Dufour.  The Dufours are all thrilled 
that Paula will become a permanent member of our Olympic 
floating team, which practices every Sunday afternoon about 
80 feet from shore.

Ryan Quinlan, 9 year old grandson of Steve & Vickie Quin-
lan established a new turtle record with a personal best on 
Saturday and Sunday.  He caught and released 34 turtles. 
He catches False Map and Painter turtles, large and small, 
with his bare hands while swimming in 3-5 feet of water.



Handyman Repairs
* Roof to basement - inside and out

*Floors, doors, stairways, ceilings and windows
*Siding, roofing, driveways and sprinklers

*Decks and fences; fascia and soffits
* Plumbing, electrical, heating and A/C

Home Maintenance
* Painting - interior and exterior

*Gutters and chimney cleaning & repair
*We do windows

*Power washing, insulation and weatherproofing

Lawn Care
* Spring and fall yard clean up

*Tree and shrub trimming
* Rototill our garden

*Mowing and Trimming
*Fertilizing

Property Management
* Reliable caretaker

* Fulfills all absentee homeowner's needs
* Periodically checks your property

* Provides second home peace of mind
* Call for all lake property requirements 

FIREWOOD AVAILABLE

Dave's Residential Services
Home: (269) 476-2797

Wireless (269) 362-0724
davehardisty@comcast.net

— Barker Kids of the Week —

Maverick and Paisley Beier from Westfield, Indiana visiting 
pa-pa and ya-ya Phillips on the east side couldn’t stop the 
fish from biting!  What a great fishing experience right here on 
Birch Lake.



In many time zones in the North-
ern Hemisphere, June 20 was the 
longest day of the year. Here are 

11 facts you are dying to know about 
the summer solstice.
1. Summer & Winter Solstice
	 Here at the lake, where it is the 
longest day of the year in terms of 
daylight, the June Solstice is also 
called the Summer Solstice. In the 
Southern Hemisphere, on the other 
hand, it is the shortest day of the year 
and is known as the Winter Solstice.
2. First Solstice of the Year
	 Solstices happen twice a year - in 
June and December. The June Sol-
stice happens around June 21, when 
the Sun is directly over the Tropic of 
Cancer at 23.5 north latitude. The 
December Solstice takes place around 
December 21. On this day, the Sun is 
precisely over the Tropic of Capricorn, 
23.5 south latitude.
3. When the Sun Seems to 
Stand Still
	 Solstice comes from the Latin 
words sol, meaning Sun and sistere, 
meaning to come to a stop or stand 
still. On the day of the June Solstice, 
the Sun reaches its northernmost po-
sition, as seen from the Earth. At that 
moment, its zenith does not move 
north or south as during most other 
days of the year, but it stands still at 
the Tropic of Cancer. It then reverses 
its direction and starts moving south 
again.
	 The opposite happens during the 
December Solstice. Then, the Sun 
reaches its southernmost position in 
the sky - Tropic of Capricorn - stands 
still, and then reverses its direction 
towards the north.
4. It Occurs at the Same Time...
	 ...all over the world. Technically, 
the June Solstice is the exact instant 
of time when the Sun is directly over 
the Tropic of Cancer. On Tuesday this 
happened at 22:34 IST. (LOL, IST, 

no such thing.  We all know that.) 
Because of time zones differences 
though, this event took place on June 
21 at locations that are more than 1 
hour and 30 minutes ahead of UTC, 
the intelligently accepted time refer-
ence.  (Cultural aside - Coordinated 
Universal Time (UTC) is the basis for 
civil time today. This 24-hour time 
standard is kept using highly pre-
cise atomic clocks combined with the 
Earth’s rotation.)
5. It Can be on June 20, 21, or 
22
	 Even though most people consider 
June 21 as the date of the June Sol-
stice, it can happen anytime between 
June 20 and June 22. June 22 Solstic-
es are rare - the last June 22 Solstice 
in UTC time took place in 1975 and 
there won’t be another one until 2203.
6. It’s the First Day of Summer...
	 ...depending on who you ask. 
Astronomers and scientists use the 
date of the June Solstice to mark the 
beginning of summer in the Northern 
Hemisphere and winter in the South-
ern Hemisphere. For meteorologists, 
on the other hand, summer began 
almost three weeks ago, on June 1.  
For many children, summer began on 
the last day of school.  
7. The Earth is Farthest from 
the Sun
	 One might think that since it is 
summer in the Northern Hemisphere, 
the Earth is closest to the Sun during 
the June Solstice. But it’s the op-
posite.  You might recall that we’ve 
discussed this before. The Earth is 
actually farthest from the Sun during 
this time of the year. As I’ve told you 
time and time again, Earth’s distance 
from the Sun has very little effect 
over the seasons on Earth.  Instead, 
it’s the tilt of Earth’s rotational axis 
that creates seasons.
	 The direction of Earth’s tilt 
does not change as the Earth or-

bits the Sun - the 
two hemispheres 
point towards the 
same direction in 
space at all times. 
What changes as 
the Earth orbits 
around the Sun 
is the position of 
the hemispheres 
in relation to the 
Sun - the Northern 
Hemisphere faces 
towards the Sun 
during the June 
Solstice, thus expe-
riencing summer. 
The Southern Hemi-
sphere tilts away 

from the Sun and therefore enjoys 
(enjoys?) winter during this time.
8. The Earliest Sunrise of the 
Year Doesn’t Happen on the 
first day of summer.
	 Not going here.  We’ve covered 
this countless times.  
9. Not Usually the Hottest Day 
of the Year
	 In fact, the hottest days of the 
year for us at Birch Lake usually 
come a few weeks or sometimes 
months after the Solstice. This is be-
cause it takes time for the oceans and 
landmasses to warm up, which again 
allows for higher air temperatures.
10. The Arctic Circle has 24 
Hours of Daylight
	 The June Solstice is the only 
day of the year when all locations 
inside the Arctic Circle experience a 
continuous period of daylight for 24 
hours. Due to atmospheric refraction, 
however, the Midnight Sun is visi-
ble for a few days before and on the 
June Solstice from areas as far as 60 
miles south of the Arctic Circle. As 
one moves further north of the Arctic 
Circle, the number of days with the 
Midnight Sun increases.
11. It’s Celebrated Around the World
	 The June Solstice holds a special 
place of celebration in many cultures. 
People around the world celebrate the 
day with feasts, picnics, beer, dance, 
and music.
	 Get out there, watch the show 
and enjoy the summer.  Not all of it’s 
free, but some of it is. 

~Stu Spratt
Celebrating more than 52 Years at  

Birch Lake

Stu’s  Star Stuff

The Moon for this Saturday
(At Midnight, US Central time, 

as viewed from the Northern Hemisphere) 
Illuminated Fraction: 0.658 
1.5 days before last quarter

Sunrise: 6:10
Sunset: 21:23
Moonrise: 0:16
Moonset: 11:32

Day length: 15h 13m

Eagle Lake Marine
SALES * SERVICE * STORAGE

SanPan, Aqua Patio, Sweetwater Pontoon,
Polar Kraft Aluminum Fishing Boats, Hurricane Deck 

Boats, Honda Outboards, Yamaha outboards and 
MerCruiser Stern Drives

eaglelakemarine.com 
269-699-5103 

south side of Eagle Lake, Edwardsburg, MI

11 thins to learn about the June solstice



Aries (March 21-April 19)  For the next 
month, your focus is on home, family and your pri-
vate life. You will want to cocoon at home to enjoy 
your privacy and catch your breath. But you will not 
just lounge about asking someone to peel you a 
grape; oh no, you will throw yourself into renovations 
and redecorating projects so that you can do some-
thing to make your home more attractive and 
appealing to everyone. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20) This is a 
busy, on-the-go week; and this pace will continue for 
the next month. Yes, you have things to do, places 
to go and people to see! Fortunately, your communi-
cations with others are sweet and diplomatic. In fact, 
it will likely occur to you just how much love there is 
in your daily world. 

Gemini (May 21-June 20) You have to 
be diplomatic on Sunday/Monday. Don’t make a big 
deal about things because they will blow over quick-
ly and who wants to be left standing with egg on 
their face? Not you. (Ketchup helps.) Basically, in the 
next four weeks, your focus will be on money, cash 
flow and earnings - and things look good! 

Cancer (June 21-July 22) The next 
month is an excellent time to buy wardrobe goodies. 
You will also find that relations with partners and 
close friends will be easier and friendlier. Be patient 
with coworkers on Monday. Don’t be critical and 
don’t make a big deal about things. You can afford 
some largess and tolerance with others. Start to 
think of how you can improve your real-estate scene 
or your home in the coming year because you will!

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) This is your month 
to keep a low profile because your personal year is 
coming to an end. Ideally, you can use the next four 
weeks to strategize and plan what you want your 
new year to be all about.  .

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) You are now 
entering a month that is more popular! Many of you 
will join classes, clubs and organizations and be 
involved with friends and social situations. Not only 
are your relations with others pleasant and friendly; 
for some, a friend could become a lover. You contin-
ue to be bold and forthright in all your communica-
tions. In fact, this influence will last until August.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) You will be high 
viz.! (Especially with bosses.) Plus (it’s magic) you 
will look good to them! Obviously, this gives you an 
advantage. Use the next four weeks to promote your 
agenda, or make your pitch, or ask for what you 
want. During this time, someone will ask for your 
creative input on things. They want your advice or 
ideas about design, layout, furniture arrangement, 
landscaping - something. 

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) The next four 
weeks are the perfect time to travel for pleasure. If 
you can get outta Dodge - do it because you want to 
expand your world and your experience of life. If you 
can’t travel, you can travel through books and film. 
Sign up for a course. Learn something new. Hang 
out with people from other cultures and different 
backgrounds so that you can learn from them. Eat at 
ethnic restaurants and go places you’ve never been 
before to feel stimulated and alive! 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) In the 
next four weeks, you are into financial matters, 
inheritances, taxes, debt, insurance issues plus gifts, 
goodies and favors from others. That’s because 
there is a strong focus in your chart on the wealth 
and resources of others as opposed to your own 
earnings. Discussions about shared property will 
likely go in your favor. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) In the 
next four weeks, you will be more tired than usual. 
Therefore, you must respect your need for more 
sleep and rest. (Go to bed.) It will be easy for you to 
express your affection; and in fact, new love might 
enter your life. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) Vacations, 
romance and fun times have given you much plea-
sure recently. However, now it’s time to roll up your 
sleeves and get back to work. Basically, you want to 
feel that your life is running more efficiently. You 
want a home for everything and everything in its 
place! You want to feel that your efforts are produc-
tive and that you are getting the most bang for your 
buck! 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) This week 
you enter a month-long window that promotes par-
ties, vacations, romance, love affairs, exciting sports, 
the arts, musical performances and playful activities 
with children. Yes - all the fun stuff! New romance 
will flourish! Grab every chance to have a vacation 
or even just a weekend getaway because your top 
priority now is YOU. And you want to have a good 
time! 

Your Horoscope

Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.
VOTED NILES
BUSINESS OF

THE YEAR! Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year! 

2400 N 5th ● Niles, MI
269-687-7192 Niles, MI

866-751-1470 Toll Free

After Hours
Emergency
Service

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
● Licensed Plumbers 
● Drug-Free Employees 
● Criminal Background Checked Employees 
● No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done 
● 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
● True 24-Hour Emergency Service 
● Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”
● Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms 
● Longest Warranties in the Business    
● Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee 

During Business Hours

● Bonus  — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net

Major Credit Cards Accepted

®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS
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wakesidemarine.com

Thomas J. 
Mosier

Waterwell
Drilling

5” Water Wells

Repair & Service 
Most Water Pumps

“Promise of Quality

M-60 E
Cassopolis

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008

BLYC 56TH ANNUAL 

MEN’S GOLF OUTING
FOUR MAN FLORIDA SCRAMBLE

FRIDAY, JULY 29, 2016 - $70/MAN*
SAUGANASH GOLF CLUB
61270 Lutz Rd., Three Rivers, MI

*Golf prize, dinner at BLYC, and Food & Drink coupons included in the price of registration
Please include shirt size in registration information for golf prizes

Shotgun start at Noon - Dinner at BLYC at 6 pm
MUST HAVE COMPLETED REGISTRATION BY JULY 11, 2016

Team prizes and contests2016	 Catered dinner at BLYC included
Prizes awarded at dinner		 Donations of door & team prizes needed*

*If you have access to logo or golf or lake related merchandise that could be donated, please 
contact Peter Soldato at psoldato86@gmail.com or Chas Grundy at chas@grundyhome.com

2016 BLYC Men’s Golf Outing Foursome Information
TEAM CAPTAIN:	 PLEASE PRINT NAMES	 SHIRT SIZE	

___________________________	 ______________________________	 S M L XL XXL	

		  ______________________________	 S M L XL XXL	

		  ______________________________	 S M L XL XXL

Please make checks payable to BLYC and send to Chas Grundy, 63250 Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI 49095



Birch Barker Word Search

~Birch Lake Recipes~
Provided Exclusively to the Birch Barker from Mrs. Ima Foodnudge

You know you’re on the right 
track when the grandkids ask 
for seconds on the vegetables.

Ingredients:
1 pound baby carrots
¼ cup orange juice
3 tablespoons brown sugar
2 tablespoons butter
1 pinch salt 

Directions:
1. Place carrots in a shallow saucepan, and cover 
with water. Boil until tender. Drain, and return

2. Pour orange juice over carrots, and mix well. 
Simmer over medium heat for about 5 minutes.

Stir in brown sugar, butter, and salt. Heat until 
butter and sugar melt.

Original recipe yields 4 servings

Glazed Carrots



With the sighting of Princess 
Tannadoonah taking place one 
week ago, camp is in full swing 

as we wrap up the second week and 
begin the third week of the season! The 
theme for Session 2 has been Pirates. 
The CIT2s (second year Counselors-in
Training) decorated the dining hall with 
a pirate flags, sea shells, and treasure. 
They also facilitated the evening pirate
themed activities, including Capture the 
Flag, cardboard boat races, and Stations, 
which is a variety of short activities. 
They have really stepped into this 
leadership role by organizing all of the 
evening activities for the week and being 
there for the campers.
	 Thanks to the generosity of 
Michiana Archery Store in Niles, we 
have new compound bows loaned to us 
for the summer! When entering the 
store, the plan was to buy more arrows 
and replace the three broken recurve 
bows. Instead, the store owner offered to 
lend 6 recurve bows, foam targets, arm 
guards, quivers, and bow stands. He also 
delivered and set up the new net behind 
the archery range. We are extremely 

thankful for how generous and helpful 
the people at Michiana Archery Store 
have been!
	 Between Session 1 and Session 2, 
the campers that stayed for the day 
between sessions attended the spaghetti 
dinner. It was a great experience to have 
the campers interacting in our commu-
nity. Thank you to all involved for help-
ing accommodate our large group.
	 A special course offered during 
Session 2 is an improv class. A group of 
campers meet every y blocks to learn 
techniques, activities, and work towards 
a performance at the end of the week.
	 The first guitar classes of the sum-
mer started this week. It’s fun to walk 
around camp and hear the new chords 
and songs being played as the week pro-
gresses. The staff teaching guitar les-
sons are passionate about playing and 
share that passion with the campers.
	 The first two weeks have a large 
number of campers here on camperships 
thanks to our generous donors and 
grants. These are the kids that would 
not otherwise be able to attend camp. 
They get a chance to escape the city, 

enjoy nature, cook over a fire, make new 
friends, and choose their own activities. 
This also adds a great  amount of diver-
sity to camp, which enriches the lives of 
all of the campers. Thank you to our 
generous donors for making this possi-
ble!
	 We had a few more campers register 
this week, bringing our count up to 871.
That is more than 20 more campers 
than last summer! We still have open 
spaces for camp throughout the summer, 
so send any kids in your life our way.
	 Is anyone interested in one of the 
Coy Jankowski Heron prints? They are 
the poster prints that have Birch Lake 
and Camp Tannadoonah printed above 
and below the painting of the Heron.
	 We have recently found a stack of 
these prints at camp. They originally 
sold for $25 each. The ones we found 
have some slight imperfections on the 
edges (that would be covered by a 
frame). Because of the imperfections, we 
will sell them for $10 each. If you’re 
interested, please contact Amber at 574
3876095 or amber@tannadoonah.org.
Until next week,        ~Miss Michelle

— Camp Tannadoonah —
Camp is in full swing!



For sale
Birch Lake Home for sale at 63634 Birch 
Rd. 4 bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms. 90 feet sandy 
beach front. 2.5 lots and garage across the street. 
Recently reduced to $549,000. Call Judy at (269) 
251-0951.

For sale golf caddy cart call 476-7073

2006 Coachman Captiva 265.  Like new 
condition. Hardly used. Slide-out in back opens 
camper to 31 feet. Sleeps 8. Everything works!  
Great for overflow sleeping.  Asking $7995.00.  
Please call Bob Groszek @ 1-708-738-0088.

Small boat lift, great for motor boat, sailboat 
or two kayaks. $250/  Call Bud at 476-2526.
For Sale: Shore Station, 3,000 lb alumi-
num, $200. Call 708-307-4324, Bill Odenwald. 

For Sale: Samsung Galaxy Centura 
TracFone. $25. 476-1680 or email sailor-
phil@philvitale.com

For Sale: Furnace/Air Conditioner, 
Outdoor Unit 92,000 BTU... $900 Call or text Bob 
at 574-298-2480.

For Sale: Paddle Boat with Canopy. 
Very good condition. $150.00
Call 317-752-2184 Gus Eshleman

For Sale: Top and complete frame 

from  Hurricane 196 Fun deck. Will fit 
any deck boat, approximately 90” wide. Like new.  
Asking $400. Call Jim. 574-276-7903.

For sale Toro 
self-propelled 
lawn mower in 
great condition call 
476-7073

Loft Bed for 
Sale: Walnut-colored 
pine wood twin-sized 
bed with ladder, plat-

form & mattress.  Tall enough to put a desk, etc. 
underneath. $50 Please call or text Linda Witchie, 
269-240-4004, if you are interested.

For sale:  oak table. 41 wide, 84 long.  
Includes 24  inch leaf, 6 chairs.  Good condi-
tion. $350. Contact Denny. 476 2569

Paddle boat for sale $150. Call Gus 
Eshleman at 317-752-2184.

FOR SALE – PADDLE BOAT, Like 
new $125  - OBO, Call Harold at 574-264-6817

wanted
Looking for a place to rent.  I’m 
Michelle, the new Assistant Camp Director and 
After School Program Director at Camp 
Tannadoonah and new to the area. I’m a respon-
sible, non-smoking, pet-free, tidy 32-year-old. 
Since I live at Camp during the summer, I could 
even vacate during the prime season. (734) 652-
1611

We have had our family’s last name on the back 
of our cottage for 30-plus years, and last week it 
was taken from the cottage.  I am sure that it is 
somewhat of a novelty but it has sentimental 
value to it since our father made it and recently 
passed away.  We would greatly appreciate it’s 
return to 63500 Birch Rd. Thank you. The 
Thomas Drinkall family

Small, 4x8 or 5x10 or 7x11 enclosed trail-
er that is good on the road? Do not want to pay 
an arm and a leg.  Please call or text Pat at 574-
532-5377.

Wanted - Yard maintenance person 
for the summer.  Contact Stewart at 476-2113

WANTED TO PURCHASE  Used pontoon 
boat in good condition.  Contact Tom 
DeCocker 476-9821

services
I do sewing and mending at fair prices 
- zippers, hemming, small alterations; call Kathy 
at 476-9317

found
Found: styrofoam  noodle (pink) 
and boogie board (blue).  Call Tom 
Kuhn 708-772-7373/Jan Temple (847-
846-8600)

free
We had a tree taken down and have a 
quantity of large pieces of unsplit 
wood you can HAVE free. Just takes a 
man, a plan and a big chain saw. The 
Trybulas, east side, 574-272-5941. 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

barker 
Classifieds 
Classified ads in the 

Birch Barker are free to 
members of the BLYC 
$5 per ad for non-members 
(please pay in advance). To 
submit an ad, email it to 

Sailorphil@philvitale

5pm



$____  -  BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

$____  -  BLYC Associate Member* Dues  ($10 / year)
*Associate membership is available to current associate members 

and for non-lake residents who wish to support the BLYC

$____  -  Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

$____  -  Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

$____  -  Building Improvement Fund

$____  -  Fireworks Fund

$____  -  Water Quality Program

$____  -  Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication

$____  -  Safety Committee

$____  -  Other non-party related expenses

$____  -  BLYC Roof Fund

$____  -  Misc.

Total contribution:

$__________________

Name_________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Make checks payable to

BLYC
c/o Deb Spratt

18100 Farmington Hills Dr.
South Bend, IN 46637

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
 Haven’t paid your 2016 dues yet? 

Now’s the time!
Support the blyc, support our Birch Lake Community!

DIAMOND CONSTRUCTION
No Job Too Large or Too Small!

d

All Types of Remodeling 
* New Home Construction * 

Restoration

Licensed & Insured Free Estimates

Bob Bienz 269-759-4010
63366 Kinsey St., Vandalia, MI

email: diamondconstr@yahoo.com

2016 BLYC Officers 
Comm. Sue Williams (S).........................476-8886

smwillia@comcast.net
V Comm. Claudia Phipps........................ 476-7073

claudia2154@gmail.com
Deb Spratt Treasurer (N)...........................476-2113

debspratt@comcast.net
Mike Sheffieck Secretary (W)..................476-1849

mcsheff@aol.com
Mike Lutz Fleet Captain (N).....................476-2843

mmtlconcrete@aol.com
2015 BLYC Directors 

Patty Luecht (E) Past Comm...................476-2615
Pgalloway4@yahoo.com

Chas Grundy (H)...................................... 476-7062
Chas.grundy@gmail.com

Greg Bolin (W)..........................................476-2420

gbolin31@aol.com
Ed Chester (E)	������������������������������������������ 476-1010

ed@chesterlawoffice.com
Harold Cranmer (W)	 574-264-6817

dhcranmer@yahoo.com 
Terry Dugan (S)........................................476-2814

s581122@aol.com
Celia Fallon (E)......................................... 476-1467

celia.fallon@gmail.com
Fred Freihofer........................................... 476-9823

cdfreihofer@aol.com
Vickie Rogers (C).....................................476-2383

tvrogers@frontier.com
Rick Russwurm (N)..................................476-2407

paramountp@aol.com
Scott Troeger (E)......................................476-9898

scott.troeger@btlaw.com

Bob Waddle (E)......................................... 476-2293
sparkybob220@comcast.net

PJ Vandewalle (H).................................... 476-7086
pjvandewalle@gmail.com

Alan Van Huffel (S)............................269-244-3487
abec3@aol.com

Phil Vitale (E)...........................................476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com

Sandy Vitale (E)........................................ 476-1680
sandra.vitale@franciscanalliance.org

Non-Director Attendees:
Jim Bolinger BLYC Homeowners’ Association 
Chairman (E).......................................... 476-9737

debo36@comcast.net 
Paul Fallon, BLYC Water Quality Committee
Chairman (E).............................................. 476-1467

paulf@hrpconstruction.com

BLYC Officers and Directors
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Open 8 days a week “by appointment” for your convenience

Summer
Trailer

Storage

PRE-OWNED

SALES
BOATS, MOTORS,

LIFTS, PWCS

Putting the

 Service
in CUSTOMER SERVICE, 

Pickup, Delivery, Detailing, 
Summer Trailer Storage, 

Winter Storage

SERVICE above and beyond

or text Dave @ 312 399-3688

Indoor
Winter
Boat

Storage



We’ve Got You Covered!

SUMMERSUMMER’S HERE!S HERE!

CALL US CALL US TTODODAAY!Y!

● Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

● Roll Curtains for
Screened Porches

● Aluminum Porch
Canopies

● Boat Covers and Tops
● Canvas Repair
● Aluminum Awnings

SALES ● SERVICE ● INSTALLATION

Call us for a free
at-home

demonstration!

Locally owned
and operated

since 1985

12291 Bidelman Road ● Three Rivers at Big Pleasant Lake

269 244-5307269 244-5307
wwwwww.sunandsshadea.sunandsshadeawningwning.com.com
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