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Duffy’s Artwork — Thanks to Duffy Dufor (east side) for the cool illustration for the Fourth of July! Happy holiday all; BE SAFE!

Commodore’s Comments
“Fireworks had for her a direct
and magical appeal. Their attraction was more complex than that
of any other form of art. They had
pattern and sequence, colour and
sound, brilliance and mobility;
they had suspense, surprise, and
a faint hint of danger; above all,
they had the supreme quality of
transience, which puts the keenest edge on beauty and makes it
touch some spring in the heart
which more enduring excellences
cannot reach.”
~Jan Struther

I

hope everyone has a safe and happy
holiday weekend! Remember, with so
many guests to our lake we need to
be extra cautious on our roads and on
the water. Designate a driver and enjoy
your weekend in safety.
The Birch Lake fireworks will be

shot from the Camp Tannadoonah
waterfront on Saturday evening as it
gets dark. This usually means 9:45 or 10
pm for the start. Our friends at RKM
Fireworks are doing the show again this
year, and the forecast looks friendly. The
rain date is Sunday, if it comes to that.
Many lakers may not know that I
studied in Japan for a year during college. My favorite time was their springtime ritual of hanami, or flower watching. For just a brief few days, when all
the cherry trees are in bloom, they take
a break from their busy lives to appreciate nature’s fleeting beauty. I always
loved the parallel Japanese word for fireworks: hanabi. The word literally means
flower fire. The Japanese people are
known to “cherish short-lived beauty”
and fireworks are a perfect embodiment
of this.
As usual, the Pancake Breakfast is
on Sunday morning at Camp
Tannadoonah. This is a long-time tradition at Birch Lake, so if you haven’t been
there you should try to come out. Bring

2013 BLYC Calendar
July 6...........Fireworks and Boat Parade 2pm
July 7................................Fireworks rain date
July 7 ..............Pancake Breakfast 8:30-11am
July 19 ..............................Ladies Golf Outing
July 20.............................................Poker run
July 26................................Men’s Golf Outing
July 26..............................Ladies on the Lake
July 27..............................Camp T Hog Roast
August 3 .................Corn and Sausage Roast
August 17 ......................................Fall Dinner
September 7............................Sailing Awards
September 14 ..............Card and Game Party
October 12..................................Chili Cookoff
Note: ALL dates and times are subject to change.
Watch the Barker for updates!

your family, friends, visitors, and any
wandering strangers for a hearty bounty
of delicious pancakes and sausages. The
proceeds go to Camp.
Finally, the deadline is rapidly
approaching for this summer’s golf out-

The Birch Barker is always soliciting and accepting materials for publication. Please E-mail your materials to sailorphil@philvitale.com, put
the items in the stone newspaper/mailbox at my home, 63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore), mail to Phil Vitale, 102 So. Broadway, Cassopolis, MI
49031, or fax to (269) 445-9200. Please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope if you want photos or any other materials returned. To
contact me by phone, call (269) 476-1680 or (269) 445-9200, or BLYC Commodore Chas Grundy, 269-476-7062.
--Phil Vitale, editor

— Birch Lake Notes —
ings. Get your teams registered as soon
as possible! Go do it now!
~ Commodore Chas
Question of the week:
Question: If a person were to walk
along the shoreline all the way around
Birch Lake, how far would they have
walked?
Homeowners Association meeting
The annual meeting of the Birch
Lake Homeowners Association will be
next Saturday, July 13 at 10 am (following the BLYC Board meeting). Porter
Township Fire Chief Mike Holdeman
will speak on the proposed renewal for
the millage to fund the Southeast Public
Safety Authority (SEPSA). Other agenda items will include updates on lake
road speed limits and on lake water
level monitoring. All Homeowner
Association members are encouraged to
attend; the general public is also welcome.
Boat Parade Grand Marshalls
Following a well established Birch
Lake tradition, the 2013 Fourth of July
Boat Parade Committee has unanimously selected Eastsiders Phil and Sandy
Vitale to serve as Grand Marshalls of
the Parade. The recipients of this honor
are well known Birch Lake residents
that have given much to our beloved
lake community.

Quite a few years ago, when Phil
and Sandy met their new neighbors in
South Bend, little could they imagine
how it would change their lives. They
met Bob and Leslie King and soon
became good friends. Bob King’s mom
and dad, Le and Bill King, are long-time
residents of our north shore.
It wasn’t long before Bob invited
Phil to participate in the Birch Lake
Men’s Golf Outing, and once Phil saw
Birch Lake he was hooked. He and
Sandy visited often, even camping out in
the King’s yard (and on their pier). They
rented, stayed with friends and even ran
ads in the Birch Barker seeking to buy a
place of their own. And then on
Thanksgiving in 2000, (good) Patty
Russwurm called and let them know
that a cottage on the east side was for
sale. After a quick walkthru, they knew
they wanted it and the rest is history. A
few years later they did some remodeling and created their perfect space.
In the period since, Phil and Sandy
have both served the Yacht Club in
many ways. Both have served on the
Board of Directors, Sandy as Secretary
for 10 years. Phil was our Commodore
in 2003 and has edited the Birch Barker
since 2000. He also sells enough Barker
ads to make the paper self-supporting.
Phil and Sandy successfully chaired the
last three Spaghetti Fests, are hosting
this year’s Pancake Breakfast and serve
as baristas at most Yacht Club events.

They are twice recipients of the coveted
Commodore’s Trophy, awarded for
unselfish service and devotion to our
lake.
When Phil isn’t busy with “lake
stuff” he edits the popular Neighbors
lake community newspaper. Sandy is a
Manager of Nursing Staff and an
Equipment Project Manager for the
Sisters of St. Francis. Before this, she
was a surgical nurse at Memorial
Hospital for twenty-five years. Phil and
Sandy, married since 1970, have two
daughters, Erica and Sanya and six
grandchildren.
Sailing is also a passion for both
Phil and Sandy. Phil started sailing his
MC (The Pickle) 12 years ago under the
tutelage of Don Harman.
Congratulations to Phil and Sandy
Vitale, our 2013 Birch Lake Boat Parade
Grand Marshalls.
The theme for this year’s parade is
Disney. This year’s judges will be Ron
and Staci Whiteman, Millie Zelasko and
Bob Waddle. They will be available on
the Bender pier for advice and instructions before the parade. Dick Bender is
Master of Ceremonies and will make the
registration process effortless. Trophies
will be awarded to all participants once
the parade has ended.
Let’s all have fun and be safe.
~ Linda Curtis & Sue Waddle
Parade Co-Chairpersons

Lutz Concrete
SW Michigan’s

FLATWORK
experts

We specialize in decorative
Concrete Stamping
Colored Concrete
Concrete Staining

17050 M-86 — Three Rivers, MI
Ph: (269) 279-7973
Fax: (269) 279-0133
E-mail: mmtlconcrete@aol.com

— Birch Lake Notes —
Happy Birthday
HAPPY BIRTHDAY to Suzy King
(age omitted to save on ink). For safety
consideration we arranged a fireworks
show, supervised by the fire department,
in lieu of candles – spanking optional, at
your own risk (line forms at the rear)
~ The Kings
Fourth of July Regatta
The annual 4th of July Regatta is
planned for 10 am on Thursday and
Saturday morning – please give the
sailors a break and refrain from cutting
through the fleet(s) while racing is
underway. Thanks in advance!
King family hosting friends
The King family is pleased to host
dear friends through the holiday weekend including: Rick and Lisa Dwenger
(Muncie), Chuck, Karen and Sarah
Elizabeth Horn (Carmel), Mike, Laura
and Sean O’Neill (Elkhart – family of
Bill and Maryann O’Neill). Please feel
free to stop by and say hello to our
guests.
Pancake Breakfast
Come join your Birch Lake neighbors at the annual Fourth of July
Holiday Pancake Breakfast this Sunday,
July 7, from 8:30 am to 11 am at Camp
Tannadoonah. All-you-can-eat pancakes
(a limited supply of gluten-free pancakes
will be available), sausage, fruit, coffee

and juice for just $5 for adults, children
6-10 are $2, and free for under 5 kids.
All proceeds go to Camp Tannadoonah.
Your Help is Needed!
The Sewer Department & Porter
Township need your help! Please do not
flush any type of wipes, diapers or feminine hygiene products into the sewer
system. These items get tangled in the
grinder pumps and in lift stations causing maintenance problems that could be
avoided. Problems like this may cause
replacing pumps or other mechanical
parts which may necessitate increasing
the maintenance rate. If problem causing items are not flushed into the system
the cost of maintenance and the sewer
maintenance rate can be maintained.
Online content
The printed Birch Barker is online
this season, ... go to www.philvitale.com
and follow the links. The Michigan
Lakes & Streams May Newsletter is also
available on the Printed Barker page.
Advertising in the Barker
We are still (and always) accepting
both display and classified advertising
for the Birch Barker.
Classified ads are free to members
of the BLYC (non-member rate is $5 per
ad). Email your classified ads to the
Barker at sailorphil@philvitale.com.
Display ads are charged at the low, one-

time rate of $65 for a 1/8 page ad; $130
for a 1/4 page ad; $260 for a 1/2 page ad;
and $520 for a full page ad.
All ads are subject to the approval of
the editor and/or Commodore, officers
and board of the Birch Lake Yacht Club.
Barker Deadlines
The deadline for submitting information for any edition is always the
Tuesday of the week before publication.
The unanimous Declaration of the
thirteen United States of America
When in the Course of human
events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which
have connected them with another, and
to assume among the powers of the
earth, the separate and equal station to
which the Laws of Nature and of
Nature’s God entitle them, a decent
respect to the opinions of mankind
requires that they should declare the
causes which impel them to the separation.
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal,
that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty and the
pursuit of Happiness.--That to secure
these rights, Governments are instituted
among Men, deriving their just powers
from the consent of the governed […]

Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.

VOTED NILES
BUSINESS OF
THE YEAR!

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year!

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
● Licensed Plumbers
● Drug-Free Employees
● Criminal Background Checked Employees
● No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done
● 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed
After Hours
● True 24-Hour Emergency Service
Emergency
● Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”
Service
● Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms
● Longest Warranties in the Business
● Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee
During Business Hours
● Bonus — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

Major Credit Cards Accepted

2400 N 5th ● Niles, MI

269-687-7192 Niles, MI
866-751-1470 Toll Free

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net

Water Temperature charts provided by Steve Quinlan (west side)

Welcome to Jaywalker’s
Whether it’s a formal dinner or simply hanging out with
friends, we make it our mission to provide our customers with
a great dining experience at an affordable price.
Stop in anytime, or give us a call to make reservations.
Daily
Specials

Closed
Mondays

Happy Hour
Tues-Fri

Call for
reservations

Eagle Lake Marine
SALES * SERVICE * STORAGE

SanPan, Aqua Patio, Sweetwater Pontoon,
Polar Kraft Aluminum Fishing Boats,
Hurricane Deck Boats, Honda Outboards

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville
on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

eaglelakemarine.com

269-699-5103
south side of Eagle Lake, Edwardsburg, MI

http://birchlakeblog.wordpress.com/

SLOW

DOWN

BIRCH LAKE HAS
NARROW ROADS,
LOTS OF PEDESTRIANS,
A TON OF CHILDREN,
GRANDCHILDREN AND PETS
SLOW DOWN ON
OUR ROADS
AND ON THE HILLS
TO AND FROM
THE LAKE!

SPEED LIMIT

15

MPH

— Barker kids of the Week —

Gaby (3) and Lance (1) Cowen are visiting Grandma and Grandpa
Cowen on the west side this summer. Besides splashing in the bird
bath, they have enjoyed swimming in the lake, catching fish, and going
on walks each day. Birch Lake is always fun to come to say mother,
Silvia; dad, Brad; and big sister, Ciara. We all made black raspberry jelly
thanks to Silvia’s hunting down raspberries and had a morel mushroom
dinner.

Ben Garceau and Tamara Beauchamp were married in Laguna Hills, CA
last Friday. Ben is the son of Bernie and Blair Garceau, east side. Tamara
was crowned “Best Corn Shucker” at the Corn & Sausage Roast in 2011!!

Fleet Captain’s Corner

T

Sailing with no wind!!!

he wind put a damper on our
sailing efforts last Sunday!
Mother Nature somewhat
gave us a magician’s act, first
appearing, then disappearing and
then reappearing.
We had gusty winds late
Saturday night, no wind until
around 3 pm on Sunday, and then
winds that would have been great to
sail to!
By the time you are reading
this, I hope that we have sailed
three races on Thursday, which will
be the first races of the “Fourth of
July Regatta.” The other races are
scheduled for 10 am on Saturday, so
it will not interfere with the pancake breakfast on Sunday and the
extra lake activity this weekend.
I want to say thank you to
Karen, Tina (Karen’s sister), Eric
and “Bad Patty” for waiting to see
if they were needed for the committee boat!
Thanks to all that help with the
sailing activities, it can’t be done by
just one person, and it is a pleasure
to work with all of you!

Committee Boat
Schedule:
4th of July Regatta
July 6 — OPEN
July Races
14 — Bad Patty
21 — OPEN
28 — OPEN
August Races
4 — Bad Patty
11 — OPEN
18 — Amber and Chas
25 — OPEN

We need volunteers to help
with the Committee boat!
To sign up to do (or help with)
the Committee Boat for Sunday
sailing, contact Mike Lutz via
email at: mmtlconcrete@aol.com
or call him at 476-2843.

Labor Day Regatta
August 31 — OPEN
Sept. 1 — Bad Patty
Sept. 2 — OPEN

2013 BLYC Sailing Results
Due to lack of wind there were no races
last Sunday, and consequently the positions

have not changed. To see current positions,
check last week’s Barker.

~Fleet Captain “Mike”

Thomas J.
Mosier
Waterwell
Drilling

5” Water Wells
Repair & Service
Most Water Pumps
Promise of Quality
M-60 E
Cassopolis
Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008

— America’s Cup —
FORWARD: Why devote column inches to sailing and … why
focus on something so far apart from what we do here?
Though often forgotten, Birch Lake Yacht Club was (in the
beginning) founded for three reasons [paraphrase]:
1) to promote sailing on Birch Lake
2) to care for the watershed and lake water quality
3) to promote fellowship amongst the lake residents.
Hopefully residents find America’s Cup articles, and a profile of the four contestants interesting. It seemed appropriate
to begin the profiles with our home-boys from San Francisco,
CA, USA

Oracle Team catamarans in flight - published with permission © 2013
ACEA (America’s Cup Event Authority) / Photo Gilles Martin-Raget - go
to americascup.com for more
PROFILE: Oracle Team USA - 2010 AC33 winner, Defender
for the 34th America’s Match, sailing under the Golden Gate
Yacht Club burgee.
To call Oracle “Team USA” may be thought misleading.
Only John Kostecki, tactician on the “A” boat, is from San
Francisco. Much has been made in past over nationality of
contestants in the America’s Cup. Now? The teams resemble
many other professional sports. Jimmy Spithill (AUS) drives
the “A” boat with Ben Ainslie (GBR) on the handlebars of the
“B” boat and others on the crew list call a dozen nations home.
In that “our” team is not unique. The lead designers and
head coach for Challenger Emirates Team New Zealand are
California boys. The Swedish Artemis Racing Challenge has
Paul Cayard (USA) as CEO, Iain Percy (GBR) as skipper,
Nathan Outteridge (AUS) on the helm and Loïck Peyron
(FRA) as the back-up driver. Luna Rossa, the Italian
Challenger, has Chris Draper (GBR) as primary helmsman.
Oracle launched their first 72 foot carbon fiber catamaran
late August 2012. After just eight days sailing her they pitchpoled (flipping bows first, going arse over elbows). The reportedly $5-8,000,000 inverted hull platform was salvaged but the
130’ tall rigid wing sail was broken to bits as the Bay ebb-tide
swept her through the Golden Gate narrows. The team, now
on it’s heels, required months to regain their footing.

RON COLBORN

While the three Challengers sail in a “warm up” regatta,
the Louis Vuitton Cup selection series (beginning this weekend) as the Defender Oracle is denied a chance to match up
with her peers, so the team built a pair of cats to scrimmage
with two boats. As with many twins it requires sharp spotting
to tell boat #1 from boat #2 (launched late April 2013). But,
both Oracle boats (17 is Larry Ellison’s favorite number) are
very different from their Challenger foes.
As described in the Barker last week, all four contestants
are performing the “party trick” … to fly on daggerboard foils
(winglets, see graphics below). This feature allows the enormous catamarans to reduce wetted surface drag and achieve
speeds approaching — exceeding 50 miles per hour. Where
Oracle is radically different from the others is in the way her
designers emphasized reducing aero drag.
This will be a Cup to watch since these high tech cats are
thought too expensive for them to be used again, no matter
who wins, in future iterations. The 34th Match begins in San
Francisco on September 7th. Television rights in the USA are
held by NBC Sports / Comcast.
- by Cap’n Bob - Sunfish 21351 / MC 1199 / E Scow Ego

BIRCH BARKER FUNNIES

PONDERISMS (some things to think about)
Have you noticed since everyone has a cell phone these days no
one talks about seeing UFOs like they used to?
Whenever I feel blue, I start breathing again.
All of us could take a lesson from the weather. It pays no attention to criticism.

Stu’s Star Stuff
Home Sweet Home — Our Solar System I

A

bout 25,000 light years from the
center of the Milky Way Galaxy
a middle-aged star, planets large
and small, moons of almost endless variety, and a whole lot of leftovers make up
our own little cosmic oasis of light and
life. It’s an oasis that we are still striving
to understand — and that humans
haven’t barely begun to explore in person.
In the winter of 1504, astronomer
Nicolaus Copernicus watched as the
planets Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn
grouped close together in the evening
sky. As he tracked them from night to
night, he was troubled, because the
planets bunched closest to each other
about 10 days later than predicted by
reference tables of planetary motions.
The tables, compiled centuries earlier, presumed that Earth was the center
of the universe, with the Sun, Moon,
planets, and stars all orbiting our planet
in complex patterns. As Copernicus tried
to decipher why the tables were wrong,
he discovered that it was more than just
a case of faulty numbers: The perceived
layout of the universe was wrong.
Copernicus realized that Earth and the
other planets orbit the Sun, the Moon
orbits Earth, and the “fixed” stars are all
far, far away.
Copernicus started a revolution in
human understanding of the solar system and Earth’s place in it. The revolution continued with the invention of the
telescope, which allowed astronomers to
discover new planets and to find that
most of the planets have their own
moons. Today, scientific instruments
attached to the telescope are allowing
astronomers to learn what these worlds
are like, and spacecraft are providing
close-up views.
All of these discoveries show that
even though Earth is not at the center of
the universe (Deb is), it belongs to a
remarkable celestial neighborhood. Our
planetary neighbors range from small
chunks of ice or rock to giant balls of
gas, with features ranging from canyons
long enough to span the United States to

storm systems big enough to swallow
The Moon for July 6
Earth. Their moons show even greater
(At
Midnight,
US Central time, as viewed
diversity, with smog-topped atmosfrom
the
Northern Hemisphere)
pheres, geysers of ice, hidden oceans of
Illuminated
Fraction: 0.011
liquid water, and pools of liquid sulfur.
1.0 days before new moon
And rocky and icy “leftovers” from the
birth of the planets both penetrate and
surround the solar system, adding billions more bodies for us to study.
Despite the rapid advances in
knowledge over the last few centuries,
there’s still much for scientists to discover. They are trying to discern the exact
structures of the giant outer planets, for
example, and to learn how many planetsized bodies orbit the Sun far beyond the
realm of the known worlds.
Improved technology will help
answer many of these questions. Bigger
telescopes on the ground and in space
Sunrise: 6:15am
will provide ever-sharper views of the
Sunset: 9:22pm
solar system, and will allow astronomers
Moonrise:
5:02am
to see objects that are much fainter and
Moonset:
8:02pm
farther away. New robotic probes will fly
Day length: 15h 7m
past planets, moons, comets, and asteroids, while others will land, roam around
the surfaces of these remote worlds, and
contributed to make it happen. But the
even bring samples back to Earth for
show above is awe inspiring and never
more detailed study.
ending. And, no donations are required.
Eventually, humans may see these
Next week - Home Sweet Home worlds from close range. Whether it’s
Our Solar System II. Maybe.
from up close or
from right here on
Earth, though, sciNo Job Too Large or Too Small!
entists will learn
more about our
neighboring worlds
as they continue
the revolution that
Copernicus began
by moving Earth
out of the center of
All Types of Remodeling
the universe and
*
New
Home Construction *
into a remarkable
Restoration
neighborhood: our
solar system.
Licensed & Insured
Free Estimates
Tonight’s fireworks will no doubt
Bob Bienz
269-759-4010
be a great show.
63366 Kinsey St., Vandalia, MI
And we are all
grateful to the
email: diamondconstr@yahoo.com
many folks that

DIAMOND CONSTRUCTION

d

ATTENTION!!!
“SUPER-WOMEN-OF-BIRCH LAKE”
It’s time to play some golf!
July 19, 2013
Diamond Lake Golf Course, Cassopolis
Prizes for best ball, closest to the pin, best putt, and soooo much more! 50/50 cash Raffle, and many surprises!

Lunch will follow at Lunkers in Edwardsburg.

$35 per person includes 9 holes of golf with cart, lunch and more fun than legally allowed!!!

Checks should be made out to BLYC and dropped off to Patty Luecht
East Side 63168 Birch Rd-Next between Phil Vitale and “A-Frame — Questions call 476-2615
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

BE THERE!! GET YOUR TEAM!!!
Each team is encouraged to donate a basket to be raffled
Team Members and Entries by July 14th

Team Name ___________________________________
1.______________________________________________

2.___________________________________________

3.______________________________________________
4.___________________________________________
Please indicate your lunch selection for each team member from the following:
1. Grilled Chicken Sandwich(Deluxe)
2. Grouper Sandwich (Hand Breaded)
If you have dietary
3. Turkey Club
concerns, let Patty
4. Vegetarian Panini
know ASAP!
5. Cuban Panini
6. Grilled Chicken Caesar Salad
Sandwiches served with your choice of Fries or Homemade Kettle Chips.
Soft drinks also included. Cash bar for mixed drinks and beer.

BLYC 53rd ANNUAL
MENS GOLF OUTING
(4-MAN FLORIDA SCRAMBLE)
JULY 26TH 2013 - 70$ PER MAN
SAUGANASH GOLF CLUB
61270 Lutz Rd, Three Rivers, MI - Shotgun start at Noon; Dinner at BLYC at 6 pm
MUST HAVE REGISTRATIONS BY JULY 8, 2013

Additional Information
*
*
*
*

team prizes and contests
dinner only, $28 per person
dinner includes 10oz. prime rib, side salads, corn on the cob.
lunch not included but the club has complete
restaurant and beverage service available.
* prizes awarded during dinner.
The mens’ and ladies’ outings are looking for donations of door prizes. If you have
access to logo merchandise that could be donated to one or both, please contact Bill
Holleman at wildbillh24@aol.com or Chas Grundy at chas.grundy@gmail.com for Men’s
Outing or Bad Patty Luecht at pgalloway4@yahoo.com for Ladies’ Outing
Last year we had 60 golfers participate. I’m sure there are more golfers out there..
* Send entries to Bill Holleman or Chas Grundy 63258 Kinsey St. Vandalia Michigan
49095 or Phil Vitale 63174 Birch Road, Vandalia, Michigan 49095

2013 BLYC Men’s Golf Foursome Information
Team Captain:

Please Print Players names:

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

Total Enclosed $_________________

___________________________________

*checks should be made out to BLYC

YOUR HOROSCOPE
ARIES — (Mar. 21-April 20) — Empty promises will cause confusion. You can form new partnerships, but don’t move too quickly; things may not
be as they appear. Don’t hold yourself back because you think you’re too old.
You will have to be careful not to let infatuations with colleagues get out of hand.
Your lucky day this week will be Saturday.

LIBRA — (Sept. 24 -Oct. 23) — You will have excellent ideas and
you should be able to help your partner get ahead. You can make career moves
that will bring you a much higher income. You can bet that someone in a higher
position is watching to see how busy you are. You’ll need to exercise control.
Your lucky day this week will be Wednesday.

TAURUS —(Apr. 21-May 21) — Opportunities to show your worth
will enhance your reputation and bring possible advancement. Opportunities for
romance will develop through activities with large groups. You may want to stay
in the background this week. Networking will be a necessity. Your lucky day this
week will be Monday.

SCORPIO — (Oct. 24 -Nov. 22) — Older family members may try
to make demands that are impossible for you to handle. Do not sign contracts or
get involved in any uncertain financial deals. Be sure to double-check the house
on your way out. You’ll have problems with authority figures if you don’t play by
the rules. Your lucky day this week will be Wednesday.

GEMINI — (May 22-June 21) — The home environment will be
unpredictable this week. Don’t count on getting any help from those you live
with. You should sign up for creative courses. Concentrate on your work. Find a
way to consolidate. Your lucky day this week will be Monday.

SAGITTARIUS — (Nov. 23 -Dec. 21) — Rest and relaxation will
be more favorable than you think. You may cause a fuss if you come on too
strongly in public. Your determination may make you a little overbearing when
dealing with others. Take time to help a friend who hasn’t been feeling well.
Your lucky day this week will be Saturday.

CANCER — (June 22-July 22) — Concentrate on work. Don’t
expect others to live up to their promises and you won’t be disappointed or find
yourself stuck with delays. Your input into their activities will help bring you closer
together. Arguments will flare up if you get backed into an emotional corner.
Your lucky day this week will be Monday.
LEO — (July 23-Aug 22) — Don’t be afraid to make additions to your
house. Don’t let your mate bully you into thinking that you owe them your time
and your life. Don’t let others know about your private affairs. Pamper yourself;
the self esteem it brings you will be most gratifying. Your lucky day this week
will be Monday.
VIRGO — (Aug. 23 -Sept. 23) — Don’t jump as quickly as you usually do. Control your emotions and everything will fall into place. You can enjoy
doing things that include children. Try to keep to yourself; work diligently on
domestic chores and responsibilities. Your lucky day this week will be Saturday.

CAPRICORN — (Dec 22.- Jan. 20) — Use your energy wisely. Art
investment will pay big dividends in the long term. You may need to make a few
alterations to your living arrangements. Don’t make accusations unless you are
completely sure that you are correct. Your lucky day this week will be Thursday.
AQUARIUS — (Jan. 21 -Feb. 19) — Difficulties with your mate
may lead to isolation. A residential move may be necessary to get a better job.
Change will be required to make your life harmonious. You will enjoy socializing
and unusual forms of entertainment. Your lucky day this week will be Saturday.
PISCES — (Feb. 20-Mar. 20) — Put your efforts into making constructive improvements to your environment and state of mind. Changes in your
home are apparent, and you must be willing to bend if you don’t want to find
yourself alone. Some of that extra energy you have stored up might just be put
to good use. Don’t argue with family. Your lucky day this week will be Monday.

~Birch Lake Recipes~
Dorito crusted
chicken OMG!

Ingredients
4 boneless skinless chicken breasts
1 large bag of Doritos, nacho flavor (or flavor of choice)
2 cups buttermilk
2 cups flour
4 eggs
cooking spray, optional
Instructions
Cut the chicken into thin ½ inch strips.Place the chicken in a bowl and pour in the buttermilk. Stir so the chicken is coated in the buttermilk.
Cover the bowl and
place in the fridge for about 2 hours.
Using a food processor, crush the Doritos so that they
are a texture similar to panko or coarse bread crumbs. Set
aside in a large bowl.
Place flour in one bowl and eggs in another. Whisk the
eggs so that they are well scrambled.
Preheat oven to 400F and spray a baking sheet with
cooking spray.
Set up the four bowls in order:
1. bowl with the chicken,
2. bowl with the flour,
3. bowl with the beaten eggs,
4. bowl with the crushed Doritos.
Using a fork, lift out a few chicken strips and let
excess buttermilk drain off. Place them in the flour and
dredge them in so they are all coated in flour. Lift the
chicken strips out of the flour and shake off any excess.
Place them in the egg wash and turn them so they are
evenly coated in egg. Lift them out of the egg and then
dredge in the crushed Doritos. Place the coated chicken fingers on the baking sheet. Do this with the remaining chicken strips.
Bake in the oven for 15-20 minutes, turning halfway
through.Serve with buttermilk ranch dip, bbq sauce or
your favorite dip.

—BIRCH LAKE WORDSEARCH PUZZLE—

Camp Tannadoonah

H

Fun despite the rain

appy 4th of July! I hope that everyone is enjoying their
holiday weekend and looking forward to the fireworks
on Saturday night!
We wrapped up Super Week here at camp on Wednesday
morning (campers can attend both Mini Week and a full week
for a 10-day “Super Week” session). Now our counselors are off
for a much-needed break for the holiday weekend. Despite the
continued rainy and cold weather, I think all the campers had
a great time this past week.
The theme for Mini Week was Tropical Paradise. On
Sunday night we had a Luau (aka Carnival), complete with
face painting, hay rides, carnival games, karaoke, nail painting, and fortune telling. Monday night was cookout (yummmfoil dinners!) and cabin night. Mini week is such a whirlwind!
Tuesday we had our end-of-the-session Council Fire in the dining hall because it was too wet to sit outside. Afterwards we
played a rousing round of Tannadoonah Auction.
Tannadoonah Auction is a hilarious game in which we display lots of useless — but fun — talents! Each cabin gets to
send a representative up to compete for goofy categories, such
as the camper who can do the worst rendition of Twinkle
Twinkle Little Star, or the camper with the most freckles, or
the camper with the dirtiest finger nails. We also had rounds
for the counselor who could do the best Pig Call, the camper
who could whistle Yankee Doodle best, and the camper who
could tell the best clean joke. It’s a ton of fun and lots of
laughs!
Our total camper number is up to 565, which is about 40
behind last year on this date. I’m still really hoping that we
can hit 700 this year, but we need to fill up the upcoming
weeks to do that. The week after the 4th is still quite low, so if
you know any kids (ages 6-16) who might like to attend camp,
send them our way! The theme for the week starting Sunday

the 7th is “Where the Wild Things Are!”
We have a bunch of great programs planned for next
week, including Japanese, a visit from the Southwest
Michigan Raptor Center, volleyball camp, and all the usual
fun Camp T activities.
This weekend is also the annual Pancake Breakfast here
at camp. I look forward to seeing all the smiling faces of our
lake friends and neighbors every year. As usual, Camp T
apparel and other items will be available for sale during the
breakfast. This year’s camper shirts are VERY bright yellowgreen, and we have some fun sweatshirts and sweatpants as
well. Plus this year we have Camp Tannadoonah coffee mugs
for the first time!
Hope to see you all at camp this weekend!
~Miss Amber
amber@tannadoonah.org
574-217-4731

http://tannadoonah.org
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2012 BLYC Officers
Chas Grundy Comm (H).................476-7062
Chas.grundy@gmail.com
Patty Luecht (E)..............................476-2615
Pgalloway4@yahoo.com
Holly Troeger Treasurer (E) ...........476-9898
amvine@aol.com
Mike Sheffieck Secretary (W)........476-1849
mcsheff@aol.com
Mike Lutz Fleet Captain (N) ...........476-2843
mmtlconcrete@aol.com

Yacht
Club
officers

2012 BLYC Directors

Steve Quinlan (W) ..........................476-8802
stevequinlan2@yahoo.com
Vicki Rogers (C) .............................476-8802
tvrogers@frontier.com
Rick Russwurm (N)........................476-2407
paramountp@aol.com
Scott Troeger (E) ............................476-9898
scott.troeger@btlaw.com
Denise Smitley (W) ........................476-9000
dsmitley@industrial-pack.com
PJ Vandewalle (H)...........................476-7086
pjvandewalle@gmail.com

Bob Baucus (N)..............................476-2863
rebauc@aol.com

Alan Van Huffel (S)..................269-244-3487
abec3@aol.com
Phil Vitale (E)...................................476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com

Greg Bolin (W)................................476-2420
gbolin31@aol.com

Sue Williams (S) .............................476-8886
smwillia@comcast.net

Karen Brovold (W) .........................476-8862
karenbrovold@yahoo.com

NON-DIRECTOR
ATTENDEES:

Harold Cranmer (W).......................476-2170
dhcranmer@yahoo.com

and

Terry Dugan (S) ..............................476-2814
s581122@aol.com

directors

Celia Fallon (E) ................................476-1467
celia.fallon@gmail.com
Fred Freihofer (N)...........................476-9823
cdfreihofer@aol.com
Pam Mullin (N).................................476-1080
Classegirl1@comcast.net

Jim Bollinger BLYC Homeowners’
Association
Chairman (E)..................................476-9737
debo36@comcast.net
Paul Fallon, BLYC Water Quality Committee
Chairman (E)...................................476-1467
paulf@hrpconstruction.com
Bob Waddle (E) ...............................476-2293
sparkybob220@comcast.net

Handyman Repairs

Property Management

● Roof to basement - inside and out

●

Reliable caretaker

● Floors, doors, stairways, ceilings and windows

●

Fulfills all absentee homeowner’s needs

●

Periodically checks your property

●

Provides second home peace of mind

●

Call for all lake property requirements

● Siding, roofing, driveways and sprinklers
● Decks and fences; fascia and soffits
● Plumbing, electrical, heating and A/C

ovides second home peace of mind

● Piers and Seawalls

interize your lake home

Home Maintenance
● Painting - interior and exterior
● Snow removal - sidewalks, driveways & roofs
● Gutters and chimney cleaning & repair
● We do windows
● Power washing, insulation and weatherproofing

Lawn Care
● Spring and fall yard clean up
● Tree and shrub trimming
● Rototill your garden
● Mowing and Trimming
● Fertilizing

Dave’s Residential Services
(269) 476-2797; Wireless (269) 362-0724
davehardisty@comcast.net

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
FOR SALE

HOME WITH LAKE ACCESS for $199,000? Call 574215-0336.

Tired of working for only $9.75/hr? We offer profit sharing and flexible hours. Starting pay: $7-$9/hr.

FOR SALE BY YACHT CLUB: four lots approved for
building worth $13,500 each or closest best offer. Get
several people together and buy two and you can build
(maybe a pole barn, guest cabin, house, etc.!). Call
574-596-2154

WANTED
Wanted: Two twin mattresses and box springs, in
good condition. For Camp T. Call Amber at 476-7144.

1976 CADILLAC ELDORADO CONVERTIBLE (last
call: several Lakers have expressed interest, after the
July 4th holiday weekend we will advertise in media
beyond the Barker) - Firethorn red exterior, red leather
interior, white top (with hard “parade” boot), one owner,
<79,000 miles, all original, “straight” body, never
wrecked, always stored indoors, clean title, call Bob at
574-276-9999 to arrange a showing and / or test drive.
Serious inquiries only please.

KIDS’ RAZOR E300 ELECTRIC SCOOTER.
Rechargeable. $75, Kevin. 773-304-8042 or 269-4762166

YEAR ROUND HOME, 1240 sq. ft. on 52 ft. lakefront
lot. Bedroom and bath on main floor, 3 bedrooms in
upstairs loft. Fireplace and central air. Detached 2
stall garage. Sewer assessment paid in full.
$335,000. Call (269)476-2642.

FOR RENT
BIRCH LAKE COTTAGE FOR RENT. Located on the
west side of Birch Lake, just off Walnut Road. Weekly
rental - $650. Times: In Sunday 10 a.m. Out the following Saturday by 12 (noon). To reserve your week
call 269-476-2744

For Sale: GARDEN FRESH TOMATOES. Stock up
and save. Limit: one.476-9823
1 MAN, 7 WOMAN HOT TUB -- $850/offer – call Mike
at 476-1849

WOODEN PIER ... approx. 60’ long with 16’ wide deck
at end for lounging the day away! All upright pieces
included as well as aluminum step ladder for attaching
to pier. $500 OBO. Call Vanessa, 476-8885or 630988-2225

For Rent: CUTE COTTAGE FOR RENT. 4 bedrooms,
2 baths, attractive and clean. Great view of the lake
from large, landscaped deck and multiple windows.
Call to reserve your week. 574-386-8609.

E-Z GO GAS CART, 2003, lift kit, nice wheels and
tires, lights, windshield/mirror, utility bed on back, trailer
hitch and Blaupunkt stereo with CD player. Just tuned
up, runs great. $3,500.00 Bob Waddle 269-365-7696

SERVICES OFFERED
PROPANE GRILL TANK SERVICE, $15 pickup/delivery included. If you run out I have spare tanks I can
loan to you. Bill Butler 574-596-1343, or 269-476-9905.

Do you know anyone who would like to be on Birch in
a completely renovated, spacious, 3 bed, 2.5 bath

Tired of cleaning yourself. Let me do it. Call 476-108

RENTALS WANTED: Due to Brittany Gableman’s
wedding, we are looking for SEVERAL COTTAGES
TO RENT for the nights of August 2nd and 3rd. Call
574-596-2154. Thank you! Claudia and Dennis Phipps
LOST & FOUND
Found: BLACK MUD MASTER INNERTUBE. Call
269-476-7073. (Unless you are Rick and Patti
Russwurm. In that case we are keeping it) Claudia and
Dennis Phipps
FOUND: Dirty white dog. Looks like a rat ... been out
a while. Better be reward. Phone 476-2863
Lost: WHITE VISOR “HRP” embroidered. Contact
Celia Fallon @476-1467; and RED SCARF WITH
ELMO IMPRINTS. Contact Morgann c/o Phil Vitale @
476-1680. Both of these items flew out of the Camp
Waterskiing Boat.
PUBLIC SERVICE MESSAGES
Public Service message from the Cassopolis Library:
Illiterate? Write today for free help.
ALZHEIMER’S CENTER PREPARES FOR AN
AFFAIR TO REMEMBER
Want a Barker classified? Free for BLYC Members, $5
for others: email to sailorphil@philvitale.com

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
2013 Dues, Contribution & Donation Form

SUPPORT THE BLYC; SUPPORT THE BIRCH LAKE COMMUNITY!
$____ - BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

TOTAL CONTRIBUTION:

$____ - BLYC Associate Member Dues
($10 / year)

$__________________

$____ - Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)
$____ - Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

Name________________________________

$____ - Building Improvement Fund
$____ - Fireworks Fund

Address______________________________

$____ - Water Quality Program
$____ - Milfoil/Loosestrife
Eradication Program
$____ - Safety Committee
$____ - Other non-party related expenses
$____ - BLYC Roof Fund (NEW)

_____________________________________
Make checks payable to

BLYC
c/o Holly Troeger
1516 Ash Dr. East
Elkhart, IN 46514

We’ve Got You Covered!
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SALES

●

●

Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

●

Roll Curtains for
Screened Porches

●

Boat Covers and Tops

●

Canvas Repair

●

Aluminum Awnings

SERVICE

●

INSTALLATION

Call us for a free
at-home
demonstration!

Locally owned
and operated
since 1985

12291 Bidelman Road ● Three Rivers at Big Pleasant Lake

269
244-5307
www.sunandsshadeawning.com

