
“One of the Great Lakes,” what
does that phrase bring to
mind?  To me it bring so

many things into my head that I just had
to put them to print.  First it brings the
tranquil mornings with the bobber slightly
moving over a nibble on the hook.
Secondly, the skier making their first
morning run, which also gives my bobber
a little more life.  Next are the ducks and
blue herons that make their way from
dock to dock looking for their next meal.
The morning sail boat races with sails
whipping in the wind and each competitor
trying to outwit the other for that next
position.  You can’t forget the afternoon
boat tie-offs with wonderful friendships,
cool and clear water that soothes your
body as you jump in to refresh your body
from the sun’s rays.  The evening boat
cruises that put your mind at ease and

help you unwind from the days tribula-
tions.  Lastly, the evening sunsets and
clear nights that let the sun and moon
show off their magnificent talents.  These
are just a few of things, that to me make
our lake “One of the Great Lakes.”

Our annual spaghetti dinner was held
last Saturday night, I would like to thank
everyone that came out make this event a
huge success.  The group from the north
shore along with some others and the
great notes kept by the cove over the
years, made this event all possible.
Thanks again to everyone!!!  

By the time you read this, the men’s
golf outing will be over and most will still
be trying to recover. Thanks Artie!!!  Next
Friday will be the ladies golf outing at
Sauganash C.C. in Three Rivers, with a
shotgun start at 9 am.  August 9th will be
the corn and sausage roast, I hope every-
one will put this on their calendar. 

In closing take a few minutes and
look around to see what makes this lake

such a great place to be called “One of the
Great Lakes.”  We have a awesome group
of people around this lake that want to
make everyone feel at home, improve the
things that need improved, and make this
a wonderful place for generations to
come.  Have a safe and wonderful week-
end and we will “ see you on the pond.”

-Mike Lutz
Commodore 2008

We are always soliciting and accepting materials for publication.  E-mail the info to sailorphil@philvitale.com, or, if you must,
put the materials in the red Barker box at 63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore).  You can also mail your items to: Phil Vitale, 102 So.

Broadway, Cassopolis, MI 49031, or fax to (269) 445-9200.  To contact me by phone, call (269) 476-1680 or (269) 445-9200.  
Please note, if you do not receive a Barker, please call Mike Lutz at 476-2843 or (cell) 269-207-1153.

Fri. Aug 1 — Women’s Golf Outing 9 am
Fri. Aug 7 — Ladies’ Luncheon
Sat. Aug 2— Board Meeting 9 am
Sat. Aug 2 — Corn & Sausage Roast
Sat. Aug 23 — Fall Dinner
Sat. Sept 6 — Board Meeting 9 am
Oct 4 — Annual Chili Cook Off 
TBA — Sailing Awards, Fish & Wing Dinner, 

Card Party

*all dates and times are tentative. 
Watch the Barker for updates
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The Cass County’s Marine Patrol watched Mr. Bob & crew aboard Ego last Sunday ... 



Be good to yourself
Yoga classes at the Council on

Aging in Cassopolis Mondays and
Wednesdays 6 p.m.  “Drop-in” one-
hour class taught by a certified
instructor.  $8 per session and bring
your own mat.

Registration needed for first-time
visitors.

Thanks for the spaghetti
Thanks to all who helped organ-

ize the spaghetti dinner!  I know I’m
not the only one who would love a
copy of the delicious home-made
sauce recipes.  Any chance those tal-
ented cooks could publish them in a
future Barker? 

-Linda Witchie

— Birch Lake Notes —

Handyman Repairs
● Roof to basement - inside and out

● Floors, doors, stairways, ceilings and windows

● Siding, roofing, driveways and sprinklers

● Decks and fences; fascia and soffits

● Plumbing, electrical, heating and A/C

● Piers and Seawalls

Home Maintenance
● Painting - interior and exterior

● Snow removal - sidewalks, driveways & roofs

● Gutters and chimney cleaning & repair

● We do windows

● Power washing, insulation and weatherproofing

● Spring and fall yard clean up

● Tree and shrub trimming

● Rototill your garden

Free Estimates
● Firm quotes for all jobs

● Fully insured

● No job too big or too small

Property Management
● Reliable caretaker

● Fulfills all absentee homeowner’s needs

● Periodically checks your property

● Provides second home peace of mind

● Call for all lake property requirements

Dave’s Residential Services
(269)476-2797; Wireless (269) 362-0724

dhardisty@beanstalk.net
Emergency Service Available 24/7

The weather did not dampen this
reunion for the Youskow Family. Jim &

Linda Bergan hosted the 3rd Youskow
Family Reunion at their home, which

was enjoyed by all. The gang started
coming in on Wed and continued to

party till Sunday morning. They had
relatives from Hawaii, Ca., Wis., and

Az. and Jim’s aunt Annie (at 94) trav-
eled from Ca. to join them and made
this a very special event. The Youskow
name is from Jim’s grandmother, Rose

Marie.



Birch Lake Garage Sale
The annual Birch Lake Garage

Sale will be held on Saturday,
August 2 from 8 am to 3 pm.  

Missing items ... thefts?
Contact the Cass County Sheriff

at “911” for to report suspected
thefts, suspicious behaviors or non-
emergencies at 445-8644.  For emer-
gencies, dial 9-1-1.

Line dancing
Line Dance continues at the

Yacht Club, 9 am Tuesday mornings.

Ladies’ Luncheon
The BLYC Ladies’ Luncheon (for-

merly linked to the BLYC Ladies’
Golf Tournament) will be held on
Thursday, August 7 at Brewster’s in
Three Rivers (at the corner of
Hoffman and 131) at Noon.  

Ladies’ Golf Tournament
The Ladies’ Golf Tournament

will be held on August 1 at
Sauganash Golf Course in Three
Rivers.  The event will feature a shotgun
start at 9 am.  

Complete information on the golf
tournament (and a map to
Sauganash) appear in the ad at the
bottom of the next page.

— Birch Lake Notes —
Birch Barker Kid of the Week

Gary “Gus” Eschleman’s (south side) pose with his noodles was just too good ... so he gets to
be a kid of the week!

Lutz
Concrete

FLATWORK ~ DRIVEWAYS ~FLOORS
concrete stamping ~ colored concrete

17050 M-86
Three Rivers, MI 49093

269/279-7973
FAX 269/279-0133

Mobile Phone: 269/207-1153

E-mail: mmtlconcrete@aol.com

wwwwww.odonnellsdocks.com.odonnellsdocks.com

CALL US
TODAY!



Want aall oof oour BBirch LLake ffriends tto hhave aa ssafe aand ffun ssummer!

BBEENNDDEERR
and BENDER PLASTICS INC. &  MOLD & MACHINE, INC.

55951 RUSSELL INDUSTRIAL PKWY
MISHAWAKA, IN 46545

TOOLING — (574) 255-5176 MFG — (574) 255-5350

Now, let’s go play some golf!

Dick

— Birch Lake Notes —
Birch Barker Kids of the Week

Ayden and Brent Nation, had a

wonderful vacation with Gramps and

Grammie Klappauf.  Both boys had

firsts in their lives.  Ayden (5) went

knee boarding behind the boat and also

learned he could swim in deep water

without his life jacket.  

And little brother, Brent (3) started

to run and dive off the pier and off the

boat in the middle of Birch Lake.

Both parents and grandparents are

extremely proud.



It must seem to you faithful readers that
all I do in this column is complain about
the weather.  Well, this week I’m not

going to do that.  Sunday morning was a
dull, gray, damp morning.  Definitely not one
of those nice, blue-sky summer days that
everybody always talks about.  Nobody was
out tubing or wake-boarding or jet-skiing.
Nobody was out at all except for eleven dedi-
cated sailors. (Okay, there was one group out
there partying on a pontoon boat, but that
was the race committee, so we had to turn a
blind eye in that direction).  And it was really
a nice morning for sailing — since there
were no speedboats out, the water was nice
and smooth, and there was a gentle wind
blowing the whole time we were out there —
so who could complain?

Tom Howard was the winner of the first
race for the Sunfish fleet.  Erica Vitale won
the second race, and Tom came back to win
the third.  For the MC fleet, Harold Cranmer
won the first race, and Scott Troeger won the
second (by a mile) and third races.  Bob King
and Jim Bolinger deserve honorable mention
for putting on a beautiful water ballet for the
onlookers -- or was it breakdancing?  You

Fleet Captains’ Corner

So, who’s complaining ...
Last week’s results & totals

Race ........................11...............12..............13 .................Season ..........Races...........Season
7/20 ...........7/20...........7/20..............Points.............Started .........Average

MC Scow 
Scott Troeger...........2 ................1................1 ...................15380.............10 .................1538
Harold Cranmer.......1 ................2................5 ...................18268.............12 .................1522
Bob King..................4 ................5................2 ...................14091.............10 .................1409
Don Harman............7 ................6................8 ...................14825.............11 .................1348
Jim Bolinger.............5 ................3................6 ...................10781.............8 ...................1348
Phil Vitale ................6 ................4................3 ...................14708.............11 .................1337
Jeff Smitley..............3 ................7................4 ...................16740.............13 .................1288
Bill Luecht................8 ................8................7 ...................16103.............13 .................1239
Dave Olson .............DNS...........DNS..........DNS .............11582.............10 .................1158

Sunfish 
Tom Howard ............1 ................2................1 ...................17442.............11 .................1586
Erica Vitale ..............2 ................1................3 ...................9207...............6 ...................1535
Katie Luecht ............DNS...........DNS..........DNS .............7613...............5 ...................1523
Rick Russwurm .......DNS...........DNS..........DNS .............3042...............2 ...................1521
Sandy Vitale ............3 ................3................2 ................... 8897.............. 6 ..................1483
Mike Gotstein ..........DNS...........DNS..........DNS .............2813...............2 ...................1407

DNS (Did Not Sail) does not count against season score, however sailor must complete 2/3 of races to qualify for
season.  DNF (Did Not Finish) scores as one place worse than last place (if 5 boats finished, you would have fin-
ished 6th, will be scored as 7th place).  DNF not counted toward minimum number of races needed.  DQ
(Disqualified) 0 points.  STT (Stopped to Teach) scored as first place.  CB - sailor who serves on Committee Boat
receives a 1st place finish for that day - counted toward season total.  Season Points are awarded on Square of 40
system (1st = 40 squared = 1600, 2nd = 39 squared, etc.) Season Place = total season points/number of races
attempted.

guys need to be more care-
ful with those nice boats.

Thanks, always, to
Harold for setting out the
marks before the race and
gathering them in afterward.
Thanks to Gus Eshelman
for his help moving the
marks as the wind shifted.
And thanks, of course, to
the aforementioned race
committee — Stewart, Deb,
Fry, Patty, and Commodore
Mike — for their spirited
(why did he choose that
word, you might ask) han-
dling of the races.

-Fleet Captain Bill. 

19984 M 60 East
Three Rivers, MI 49093

(269) 279-7984We are 
generator equipped!

Last week’s intrepid Committee Boat
Staff included Commodore Mike,

Starman Stu, Bad Patty and Driver
Deb ... thanks to all!



For a long time, I thought my
dogs ate grass because their
stomachs were upset. Over

time, I’ve realized that they seem to
eat grass pretty much any old time.
They are just grazing fools. But it still
makes you wonder, so why do dogs eat
grass anyway? Pretty much every dog
I’ve ever had has munched down on
weeds like a furry sheep at one time or
another. Considering dogs are primari-
ly meat-eaters, it seems like an odd
activity. After researching this ques-
tion in many books and online, I’ve
learned that no one seems to know
why dogs eat grass. People have a lot
of theories however. The idea that I
heard years ago (from my Mom actual-
ly) is that the dog feels queasy and
knows he has eaten something dis-
gusting. So he eats grass to make his
tummy feel better. You have Tums;

your dog has the lawn. Other people
suggest that since dogs often throw up
after eating grass, maybe they are
doing it on purpose. The dog feels sick,
so to make himself vomit, he snarfs
down some grass or weeds. The greens
irritates his stomach and he yaks
everything up on the carpet. Given
that so many dogs throw up after eat-
ing grass, I can definitely buy into that
idea. Another theory is that dogs need
a balanced diet, so Fido is just making
an effort to eat his veggies because
today’s dog food doesn’t include
enough nutrition. Dogs are descended
from wolves and a related theory says
that dogs are after vegetable matter
because it’s historically been part of
their diet. When wolves kill something
and eat it, they get the stomach con-
tents along with the meat. Since
wolves eat a lot of herbivores, they get

sort of second-hand
plant material.
Ancestors of dogs used
to get lots
of grasses
this way,
so dogs still like eating grass. The con-
sensus seems to be that unless your
dog really goes nuts about it, eating
grass is a normal activity for your
furry friend, so you don’t really need to
worry about it. However, before you let
your dog graze on the neighbor’s lawn,
make sure that the grass hasn’t been
sprayed with any type of chemicals,
such as fertilizer (even Phosphorous
free), pesticides or herbicides. Limit
your dog’s snacking to organically
grown non-toxic greenery.

Yap at cha next week.
-Fido’s Friend

LEASH YOUR DOG IT’S THE LAW!

Grazing ...

Golf Wordsearch for BLYC

Answers to 
the Camp T
Wordsearch

from last week



By Liz Burchell

“A Time It Was” reflected the
theme and the time for a gathering of
Birch Lakers over the Fourth week-
end. Brainchild of former Birch
Laker Tim Burchell, Didi Hendersen,
John Ball, and their spouses (that’s
another reunion to be announced!).
The “A Team” worked over a year
researching and finding many of the
old friends that had shared wonder-
ful memories during the late sixties
and early seventies. The event was
held at the BYLC, with over 30 in
attendance sharing memories from
nearly 40 years (some brain cells sur-
vived!). The faces a little older —
memories flowed and the years fell
away as stories of the American
Woman and various antics were
renewed. Plenty of snacks and drinks
were enjoyed and music was provid-
ed by local DJ Alex Ball who com-
piled music from the era. Lots of old
pictures were brought to share, an
original T-shirt was designed by Liz
Burchell for the event, and Jill
Tunnecliff Scholes complied sixties
music CDs for all in attendance,
adding more fun to the evening. The
night culminated when the group sat
together at the Benders beach and
watched the Fourth of July
Fireworks. Tim Burchell grew up on

Birch Lake from a small boy living
near his Aunt, 52 year resident,
Wanda Winiarski. Steve King, one of
his oldest friends was also an origi-
nal Bircher, with his Grandma
Harvey being an integral part of the
development of the Lake. Others
original Birchers in attendance were
Darlene and Ken Troyer, Sue
O’Brien Davis, Jill Tunnecliff
Scholes, Kathy and Sandi Green,
Didi, Kathy and Denny Hendersen,
Barry DeCoudres and his sister,

Gail, Steve Echols, Patty Hartraft,
Peter Winiarski, Pat Burchell Keirn,
John Ball and his sister Julie Ball
Lacey, Marty Asire, and memorial
mention went to Kim Price and Craig
Zimmerman who have passed away.
Honorable mention went to all the
spouses who were allowed to attend
the festivities! A great time was had
by all. 

Liz Burchell, is a freelance writer in the
Pensacola Florida area.

14739 Kiloqua Woods — $560,40014719 Kiloqua Woods — $695,000

22451 US 12 East. Edwardsburg,MI

www.cressyeverett.com/jeannewilkerson

C. Jeanne 
Wilkerson 
Realtor, Lake Specialist
Chairman’s Club

(269) 462-0306
bjwilkerson@comcast.net
www.jeannewilkerson.com

CC.. JJeanne eanne WWilkilkererson/son/ A name yA name you knoou know!w!
A name yA name you can trou can trust!ust!

Two spectacular Birch Lake North Shore Homes

Benders Corner Store
Corner of County Roads 4 & 5, Elkhart

Open M-F from 5 am to 10 pm
Saturdays from 6 am to 9 pm
Sundays from 8 am to 9 pm

We’re known for our  
CHICKEN &CHICKEN & FISHFISH

YYYYeeeessss,,,,   IIII ’’’’mmmm  DDDDiiiicccckkkk  BBBBeeeennnnddddeeeerrrr ’’’’ssss  bbbbrrrrooootttthhhheeeerrrr ....
MMMMeeeennnntttt iiiioooonnnn  hhhhiiiissss  nnnnaaaammmmeeee  aaaannnndddd  IIII   wwwwiiii llll llll
rrrraaaaiiiisssseeee  yyyyoooouuuurrrr   bbbbiiii llll llll   bbbbyyyy  11110000  %%%%  .... .... ....

Birch Lake Sixties Reunion Memories Shared

SSAALLEE  PPEENNDDIINNGG



It’s International Week at Camp
Tannadoonah and we have 67
campers at camp this week.

Instead of the usual cabin names,
this week each cabin is its own
country! We have Ireland, France,
China, Japan, Australia, Brazil, and
Germany. We even have an interna-
tional camper here at camp this
week. She came all the way from
China to spend a week at Camp
Tannadoonah! 
This week has been especially excit-
ing up here at camp because we are
having our “Tannadoonah Fairy”
week at camp. This basically means
that the staff members are playing
pranks on one another all week, and
also acting like “Secret Santas,” too.
It’s very amusing!

Last week was awesome with 93
campers here at camp — I hope next
year we have many more weeks like
that! We only have two more weeks
of camp for the 2008 season. Next
week is Olympic Week, and the last
week is Gypsy Week.  If you’re still
thinking about sending a camper to
camp this year, we do still have
openings for both of these weeks.
Our official number for the summer
is currently 427, with a goal of still
reaching 450. However, when we
include staff children (e.g., nurse’s
kids), we’re over 460!  We’ve had a
total of nearly 100 more campers
this year than we had last year. 

And now for the spotlight staff
members of the week!  This year we
have five counselors who all went to
high school together, and decided to
come work at camp this summer.
Many of you probably already know
Miss Tess and Miss Rachael from
the lake - they live back in the cove.
Miss Rachael lives in Luta Koda
with our 6th and 7th grade girls.

She will be a sophomore at Stephen
F. Austin State University in the
fall. She is studying Orientation and
Mobility. She is most likely to be
found at the Waterfront teaching
boating and swimming classes.

Miss Tess will be a sophomore
at Virginia Tech in the fall, where
she is studying architecture. Miss
Tess lives in Rotary with the 5th &
6th grade girls, and also works on
the Waterfront. Miss Tess is most
often out on the sailboats with the
campers. Miss Rachael and Miss
Tess are also twins!

Miss Kate will be a sophomore
at Grand Valley State University,
and is studying biology. This week
she lives in Exchange with the 4th
and 5th grade girls, but she’s been
moving from
cabin to cabin
each week.  Miss
Kate is also on
the waterfront
staff, and usual-
ly teaches swim-
ming lessons,
canoeing, or
kayaking. 

Miss Kristi
will be a sopho-
more at Illinois
State University,
where she is
studying elemen-
tary education.
Miss Kristi is
living in Wallace

with the youngest girls (kinder-
garten through 3rd grade).  She’s
also on the waterfront staff, and
usually teaches boating. This week
she’s been helping with the Bluebird
Program, as well. The Bluebirds are
a group of our youngest campers
who have a counselor with them at
all times to make sure they get to
their activities and know what’s
going on at camp.

Finally, Miss Molly will also be
a sophomore at Illinois State, and
she is studying Food, Nutrition, and
Dietetics. Miss Molly lives in Luta
Koda with Miss Rachael, and works
at the waterfront, too. All five of
these counselors have lots of energy
and always seem to have smiles on
their faces. We’re so happy to have
such a spectacular staff this sum-
mer at camp!

Don’t forget to send those
campers for the last two weeks -
Gypsy week is going to be especially
amazing!  See you all on the lake!

-Miss Amber
Amber@tannadoonah.org
574-217-4731

Thomas J. Mosier
Waterwell Drilling

5” Water Wells

Repair & Service
Most Water Pumps

“Promise of Quality

M-60 E
Cassopolis

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008

Tannadoonah Tidbits
International week at Camp T.



Water Quality Program
Water Quality Committee Lake Management Report

Rick Russwurm Chairman, Bob & Gert Temple, Terry Dugan

Watching the heavy rainfall this weekend, there was the reminder that if it is around the lake
and not tied down, it gets into the lake. Small watershed, steep hillsides, lots of impervious surfaces
(concrete, roofs, decks), grassy slopes, and little vegetation barrier by the lake, means lots of water flow
and with that everything goes into the lake. Also remember if it gets into the lake, it takes a log time for
it to leave. The small watershed and deep waters means a slow lake turnover, presently estimated at
about 15 years. Thus to help the lake stay clean it is important to try to impede or slow down the flow of
nutrients etc. into the lake. Thus a couple of reminders.

1) If you must fertilize around the lake use only non phosphorus fertilizers. Phosphorous is the
primary limiting nutrient for algal blooms and the growth of lake weeds (Eurasian milfoil loves it).
Phosphorus is the middle number on the fertilizer bags. Always make sure it is 00 for use around the
lake. And remember you can buy phosphorus free fertilizer from Bob Temple.

2) Firepits and leaf burning. When you burn organic material you bypass the slow decay and
nutrient release that occurs naturally. Why wait for nature when you can instantly produce readily
available concentrated fertilizers ready for action by burning. The ash has a whole bunch of mineral
micronutrients inclusive of phosphorus. Thus, enjoy your lakeside fires and if you have to get rid of
yard waste by burning. However, remembering that what is around the lake gets into the lake, get your-
self a bag and shovel when the embers cool and get rid of the excess ash etc. So stop and think for a sec-
ond when you do burn the fact that you can do this but still protect the lake. I will not get into the glob-
al warming and lake acidification debates from the carbon and nitrogen released by burning as it is not
the point here.



211 Dixie Way North
South Bend, IN 46637

574-272-7000

OH WHAT A GREAT SUMMER — SO FAR!

Spaghetti Dinner

Photos of last weekend’s
spaghetti dinner were not
available at press time ... we
promise to share them with
you next week.  In the mean-
while, thanks to the North
Shore Crew for a job well
done!



Commodore — Mike Lutz—476-2843

or (cell) 269-207-1153

Vice Comm.—Paul Fallon—476-1467

Fleet Capt. — Bill Luecht—476-2615

Treas. — Holly Troeger—476-9898

Secretary —Sandy Vitale—476-1680

BLYC Directors:
North — Rick Russwurm—476-2407

Fred Freihofer—476-9823

East — Judy Olson—476-2125

Scott Troeger—476-9898

Jim Bolinger—476-9737

Paul Fallon—476-1467

Phil Vitale—476-1680

Blair Garceau — 476-9862

Hill — Ryan Gableman—215-0366

South — Dick Bender—476-2591

Terry Dugan—476-2814

West — Harold Cranmer—476-2170

Cove — Vicki Rogers—476-2383

BLYC Fleet Captain
Bill Luecht — 476-2615

BLYC Water Quality 
Rick Russwurm, Chair.—476-2407

Bob & Gert Temple—476-2773

Terry Dugan—476-2814

BLYC Home Owners 
Rick Russwurm—476-2407

Scott Troeger—476-9898

Paul Fallon—476-1467

Jim Bolinger—476-9737

Phil Vitale—476-1680

Birch Lake Yacht Club officers and directors

Attention friends & neighbors

I have recently switched to
Century 21 Goldstar and will

be offering a new group of
properties in the area.  I look
forward to working with you in

my new affiliation.
See you soon!

-Pat Keirn
663-3675 269-476-2767



It’s July, it’s hot, and it’s not hard to
see why: the Sun soars high across
northern-hemisphere skies, and it’s in

view for a long time.
People in parts of the ancient world,

though, blamed summer’s oppressive heat
on something we can’t see right now:
Sirius, the Dog Star. In fact, they
described this time of year as the Dog
Days -- a label that’s still in use today.

Sirius is the brightest star in the night
sky. It puts on its best showing during
winter. It disappears in the twilight during
late spring, and returns to view in August.

But thousands of years ago, Sirius
disappeared and reappeared a little earlier.
From ancient Greece and Rome, it put in
its first morning appearance by early July
-- just as the weather was reaching its
hottest. So it seemed logical that Sirius
was the cause -- its light and heat added

to the Sun’s to bring things to a simmer.
That’s not the case, though -- Sirius

is more than eight light-years away, so we
feel none of its heat.

Another part of the Sirius legend had
a more solid scientific basis, though.
People believed that if Sirius looked clear
and white when it first appeared in the
dawn sky, they could expect a mild,
healthy season. But if it looked murky
and red, then greater heat, disease, and
famine were on the way. And there’s
some truth to that. Clear, bright skies are
less humid and stagnant, so they’re not as
oppressive -- even during the Dog Days
of summer.  

Begin looking for Sirius in the
predawn eastern sky over the next few
days.  The show goes on all night you
know.  And of course it’s still free. 

-Stu Spratt

The Moon tonight:

The moon for July 26 (at Midnight)
Illuminated Fraction: 0.324 
1.5 days after last quarter  

ARIES (Mar. 21- April 20)
You will need to do a lot of research if you

wish to get to the bottom of things. Difficulties
at an emotional level may be likely. Snap out
of it. You need to put some trust in others.

Your lucky day this week will be Friday. 

TAURUS (Apr. 21- may 21)
Take care of chores that have been hanging

over your head. Don’t get involved in joint ven-
tures. You will have the discipline to make
changes you feel are necessary. This could be
a difficult day to deal with coworkers.

Your lucky day this week will be Friday. 

GEMINI (May 22-June 21)
You may find it difficult to communicate with

someone at work. Expect to have more people
on your domestic scene. You must lay down
ground rules so that you can complete a job.
Secret affairs will only lead to heartache.

Your lucky day this week will be Monday. 

CANCER (June 22-July 22)
Back off if you want to keep the relationship

intact. You will find that money could slip
through your fingers. Some of that extra ener-
gy you have stored up might just be put to
good use. Love can be yours if you get out
and about.

Your lucky day this week will be Sunday. 

LEO (July 23-Aug 22)
You will easily capture the interest of those

you talk to. You may want to put everyone to
work on a project that will keep them all too
busy to complain. Be prepared to counteract
the damage that adversaries are about to cre-
ate. Try not to let relatives or friends cause
any friction with your mate.

Your lucky day this week will be Monday. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23 -Sept. 23)

Be careful to avoid wrong doings.
Opportunities for romance are present. Your
outgoing nature will win hearts. Get involved in
sports groups or hobbies that attract you.

Your lucky day this week will be Wednesday. 

LIBRA (Sept. 24 -Oct. 23)
Try not to get into disputes that will lead to

estrangements. Unexpected visitors are likely.
Be prepared to do your chores early. You can
stabilize your financial situation if you make
property investments. Your emotional partner
may make you angry this week.

Your lucky day this week will be Saturday. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
Keep your feelings to yourself if you want to

avoid embarrassment. Restrictions may be dif-
ficult for you to live with, but try to do things by
the book. Sign up for courses that will help
you understand yourself better. Talk to those in
a position of power about your intentions.

Your lucky day this week will be Wednesday. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
23 -Dec. 21)

A new relationship
can be yours if you
get out with friends.
Put your efforts into
physical fitness pro-
grams or competitive
sports. Don’t push
your luck with authori-
ty figures. Look close-
ly at motives and hon-
esty in your personal
encounters.

Your lucky day this
week will be Saturday. 

CAPRICORN (Dec
22.- Jan. 20)

You may find that you’re being used. Your
involvement in interest groups may bring you
popularity. Don’t reveal information that is per-
sonal or confidential. Look into ways to make
your home more comfortable.

Your lucky day this week will be Tuesday. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 -Feb. 19)
If you’re in the mood, go out and socialize, or

get involved in sports activities. Go out with
friends. Don’t be too hard on yourself. Don’t
be disappointed if you don’t get your way
emotionally.

Your lucky day this week will be Friday. 

PISCES (Feb. 20-Mar. 20)
Property purchases should be on your mind.

Move forward if you want to turn your life
around. Arguments with relatives may lead to
a split in the family. Find a quiet spot where
you can work diligently and stay out of the
way.

Your lucky day this week will be Friday. 

Horoscope for Birch Lake

Stu’Stu’s Star Stuffs Star Stuff

Every dog star has it’s day



FOUND:
If you are missing a Ski-Doo air intake stack please call 476-
9862.  

Found orange inter tube on east side on Sunday evening
after storm  Call Tom DeCocker at 476-9821.

LOST
Lost BLACK SLALOM SKI on west side of lake on Sunday,
July 20th late afternoon.  Please call Odenwald’s at 269-476-
8840 or 708-957-8926 if found.

Lost: Orange and Black kayak paddle. Says “Pelican” on
the blade. If found, please call Camp T at 476-2177. 

WANTED
WANTED — Mooring buoy. Olson 476-2125.

LOOKING for an MC 16ft sailboat. JP and Marlow Hoyer,
476-2656

SERVICES
Lawn Service and Odd Jobs — Call Spencer Bouwkamp at
Birch Lake, 476-1001

Propane for grills — Bill Butler will pick up, fill and drop off
propane canisters for grills for $17/tank.  Call Bill at 476-9905

FREE
FREE!  Couch, loveseat, two end tables and coffee table.
All in good condition and free to a good home.  You haul.
Please call 574-223-6498 to view or pick up.

FOR SALE/Rent
FOR SALE: 15’ Aluminum canoe $400   call 476-2744 

For Sale: Solid oak (rare cross cut grain) dining room table,
six upholstered chairs and matching buffet & china cabinet .
Also includes 2 extensions.  $700.00   A 5 burner electric
counter cook top by Kenmore.  Excellent condition $95.00.
Call Tom DeCocker for further info. 476-9821.

BIG GARAGE SALE at 63514 Birch Road.  Aug 2nd 8:00AM
to 3:00PM.  Combining 2 households.  1950’s wicker patio
table & chairs, oak end tables, several sets of dishes, lamps,
pictures, lots of holiday items, tools & much, much more. Tom
DeCocker 476-9821.

FOR SALE - 3 piece Queen bed, dresser and mirror $200, 2-
unit bookcase 59”x76” $100, 5’ wooden snow sled $25, 6’
wooden toboggan $25, Sunfish and Lift $350, Mistral wind-
surfer $200, 1985 Johnson 9.9 HP $200.  Call 476-2642.

REAL ESTATE OPEN HOUSE- The Bouwkamps-14746 Birch
Lakeshore Dr- Sunday 7/27 from 1 to 5 PM. Home’s large
size, open floor plan, 100 ft frontage, private yard, impeccable
construction and recent renovations combine to make this
home a great value. 4 well sized 1st floor bedrooms, 2 baths,
huge open living/dinning/ cook’s kitchen recently renovated
with beautiful hardwood floors, granite bar top and stainless
appliances. Room to sleep everyone in the upstairs family/
sleeping room with gorgeous lake views. Feel free to stop by
during the open house and see the improvements we have
made over the years or call us to schedule a showing- David
and Margaret Bouwkamp-269 476 1001, 269 929 7768

SUNFISH hull (only) white bottom, red top. Good condition.
$100 OBO. SHORE STATION steel pier ladder with wide
steps adjustable in height 4 ft. to 7ft. White in excellent condi-
tion. $35. And for you antique lovers.....an antique flat top VIC-
TORIAN wood and metal covered steamer trunk. It has
been used as a coffee table, decorative bedroom storage, or
now your choice to display it. It has natural wood oak bands
around the trunk with beautiful light blue embossed metal cov-
ering the entire trunk. It has the original owners name, “Mrs.
Culverhouse, Decatur, Mich U.S.A.” artistically painted in small
lettering on the top as the owner/traveler back in the late
1800s. The patent date is 1885. The inside has decorative
paper designs as was the trend in the 1800’s, and it also has a
storage compartment in the lid for medium size articles. It
measures: 30” wide x 20” high x 18” deep. Excellent condition
$100 firm. Call Bruce Harlan @ 574-340-0345 to see or for
more information.

FOR RENT — New Luxury Condo in Daytona, Fla. for rent
Sept. thru Dec.2008— Over 2100 SF w/panoramic balconies
overlooking ocean, speedway & Daytona; 3 br, 2 baths
w/walk-in showers; Fully furnished with washer/dryer, dishes &
NEW appliances; King bed in master suite, 2 queen beds in
guest bedroom, 2 twin beds in 3rd bedroom; Large, private
pool on site; Hot tub; tennis courts; par 3 golf course;
billiard/game room; $750/ week or $1800/month— includes
taxes, cleaning (no hidden fees). Contact Angela Bergan at
561 603 5522

ALSO FOR RENT — Naples, Fla cottage near Vanderbilt
Beach Road. Over 1500 SF home; 3 br, 2 baths; Fully fur-
nished w/ washer/ dryer, dishes, appliances; king bed in mas-
ter suite, 2 twin beds in guest br, 2 twin beds in third br.
Screened patio with grill.  Near beach, 3 Shopping Centers
Golf Courses Nearby. $750/ week or $1500/ month includes
taxes, cleaning (no hidden fees).  Contact Angela Bergan at
561 603 5522

BLYC CLASSIFIED ADS

UNION INSURANCE
AGENCY

Corner of US 12 & Union Rd.

Auto
Home
Life

Renters
Business

Boats
RVs

Motorcycles
Snowmobiles

Pet Injury Coverage

Sue McCammon
Independent Agent

269-641-5995
email: Sue@unionins.net



$____  -  BLYC Member Dues ($25 / year)
$____  -  BLYC Associate Member Dues ($10 / year)
$____  -  Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)
$____  -  Sailing Fees ($15 / year)
$____  -  Building Improvement Fund
$____  -  Fireworks Fund
$____  -  Water Quality Program
$____  -  Riparian ($8/yr, provide address for magazine)
$____  -  Safety Committee
$____  -  Other (non-party related expenses)

Total $________________________

Name _______________________________
Address____________________________________________

Address____________________________________________

Mail to: Holly Troeger, Treasurer
1516 Ash Drive East

Elkhart, IN 46514
or drop off at: 63696 Birch Road (call 476-9898)

Make checks payable to Birch Lake Yacht Club

Official BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
2008 Dues, Contributions & Donations Form

FIRST MMIDWEST
F I N A N C I A L S E RV I C E S
500 Park Blvd.  ! Itasca, Illinois 60143

B e n j a m i n  P.  W o z n i a k   ! S u i t e  1 9 0 C   ! 6 3 0 - 7 7 3 - 3 8 8 3   ! F a x  6 3 0 - 7 7 3 - 0 9 2 0

WWee wwiisshh eevveerryyoonnee aa ssaaffee aanndd eennjjooyyaabbllee ssuummmmeerr aatt BBiirrcchh LLaakkee!!

-Ben and Vanessa Wozniak


